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HOMAGE TO GANDHI - .

On Oclober 2, every year, we celebrate Gandhi Jayanii in remembrance of October 2,
1869, when Bapu was born. Bapu's political goal was freeing the couniry from foreign
rule. his social goal was a classless society, his economic zoal was self-sufficiency based

The miser generous, on simplification of wanis and his moral goal was Ahimsa.
Ihe ill-spoken well-spoken.

Turns the timid brave,

i The sight of his sinless feet
!

i The cruel compassionate,

H

We can pay no belter iribute to Bapu thaa te strive for what he held dear ie.
1 The slothful active Harijan uplift, use of Khadi and communal, national and international unity. Alse by
; ' tryving to promote the Movements Jaunched by Acharva Vinoba Bhave, the greatest
1 Yallathel Naravan Menon, Gandhian of today, i.e. Bhoodan, Shramdan and Sampaitiden,

; The impure pure.
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MEANING OF THE PLAN DERATE
Bridge The Gap Between Words And Deeds

ARLIAMENT has just com-

pleted a long debate on the
Plan. The debate came at the
right moment, for the Plan has
run nearly half its course, per-
mitting a stock-taking of the
achievements and shortcomings.
Also, the Planning Commission,
with a clearer indication of what
we were likely to get from
abroad, was in a better position
than in May to explain the shape
of its reappraisal. The National
Development Council which will
meet in November has thus been
enabled to have the views of the
nation’s elected representatives.

It was a forthright debate
marked by many well-argued and
hard-hitling speeches. No words
were wasted on needless cour-
tesies. By concentration on “If
reappraisal, why?”, the debate
(and the accompanying press dis-
cussion) helped to fix in the
public mind the correct state of
the country’s health.

True, many regions in India
have just passed through a period
of anxiety about food; true
equally, that we are importing
more and more foodgrains and
the hope of self-sufficieney has
proved elusive. Statistics also
show that there has been a slight
drop recently in industrial out-
put. But as against all these,
there is the tangible increase in
industrial activity steadily over
the last decade; there has been
better response {o our loans; there
has been a widespread acceptance
of the idea of planning and a clear
improvement in the foreign assis-
tance position. Pandit Pant bade
us see this total picture when he
declared there was no cause for
despondency. He aptly counter-
ed the charge that the Plan was
‘ambitious’ by pointing out that
otherwise it would be no Plan.

The complaints were mainly
four: over-estimation of re-
sources, under-cstimation of re-
quirements, failure to enforce
compliance with the time-and-
money limits and inefficiency in
making use of facilities that be-
came available, particularly in
irrigation. The Planning Minis-
ter, Shri Nanda, in two specches
in Lok Sabha and two more in
Rajya Sabha, tock note of the cri-
ticism as well as the substantial
achievements. e explained the
‘realities of the dilemma of deve-

lopment’ and made no atiompt fo
explain anything away. He con-
ceded there was some “funetional
disorder’ but asserted this would
he overcome. He made three cen-
tral points:

..One, the cost of the core of the
Plan stayed at Rs. 4,300 crores
and there was no upward revi-
sion. In fact a farther paring
down was net ruled out.

Twe, though seme projeets had
been put off, others were taken
up and completed.

Three, agriculture would rece-
ive top prierity, particularly in
the remaining period of the Plan,

It was inevilable that the deo-
bate on the Plan should be n
debate on the Planning Comnis-
sion. The Prime Ministor Leing
away in Bhutan, the two Houscs
could not have the benefit of his
views on the relative share of
responsibility between the excceu-
tive arm and the Planning Com-
mission, both of which he heads.
Shri Nanda declared that the true
function of the Planning Coimn-
mission was advisory and ot
executive. The Planners were
not all-knowing, omnipotent pgod-
lings laying down the law. In-
deed, the flexibility of the Plan
consists in the planners being
responsive and responsible 1o
public opinion.

The reappraisal and the reac-
tion to it showed that the differ-
ence between most of the eritics
in Parliament and the expeopents
of official peliey was more in tone
than in essentials. As Pandit
Pant obhserved, if there were
errors, everybody had his share.
The Plan is not any ene party’s
or greup’s preserve but every-
body’s business. It is the eoncern
of the Centre and the States; it
is the concern eof the Execufive
and the Legislature; it is the con-
cern of the Parliament and the
people; it is the econcern of the
Planning Commission and the
whole country.

The most frequently heatd
word in our economic discussions
is the word ‘gap’. There is a 3ap
between aims and actual results,
Most of all there is a gap between
our words and actions. ‘The sure
way to make the Plan succced is
fo narrow this last gap, the zap
between our words and actions;
then we can boldly tackle tihe
other gaps. This effort, in fact,
is much less than the ‘revoliu-
tionary touch’ Shri Nanda wants,
It is only a question of nmobilising
our internal will-power resources.

)Q

SUCCESS OF NATIONALISATION—THE LIC

AS one who has spent a quarter of a century and more
in this work of insurance, I wish to inform you that I
welcome first and foremost the nationalisation of this great

money producing and safety giving business, {
The broposers, our real masters, are now willing and ,
want to give their business from the group of agents to one {

in whom they have confidence and from whom they can
expecet cgntinuous service. It is true that more genuine
business is now done, But efernal vigilance should be there
it this genuine business is to continue,
_ Insurance must develop in the countryside but people
in taluks and villages, the tillers of the soil, and the small |
shop keepers, are conservative and do not easily believe the
msurance man. To create confidence there should not be
any delay in attending to their queries and requests regard-
ing their policies. Quick settling of policies when risk oecurs
will create a great confidence in them.
. Reduction in the premium rates and more courteous ser-
vice and above all good bonuses every policy holder expects
from the Corporation.
In the case of male proposers if for some reason the
broposals are rejected, they are not asked to make good the
medical fees and other expenses incurred by the Corporation,
But_this is not so in the case of ladies. They are asked to
remit in advance a minimum of Rs. 10i- before medical
examination and this is not returned to them in case, for
some reason or other not known to them or to the agents,
their policies are rejected.
Janata policies’ ratcs and conditions should be made
more easy and cheap.

S. R. SUBRAMANIAN
COONOOR

HOW TO GET AT THE HOARDED GOLD

COMMENTING on the sccond Five Year Plan, recently,
Prime Minister, Shri Nchru, has emphasised “India will
go on even if all the world is against us.” However, the
country, and the Plan in particular, is faced with problems
of grave concern to one and all. These are: firstly, the pro-
blem of overgrowing population. In the second place, lack
of domestic savings and last but not the least important,
apathv and lack of initiative among the people,

) During the last decade of the 19th century, the net
Imporis of gold into India amounted to about 67 millien |
ounces valued at about Rs. 1,800 crores at the eurrent price. :
The total eold hoards of the country may fairlv be estimated 3
at Rs. 10.000 to 15,000 crores or more. Moreover, addi- ;
tions are made to these hoards through smuggling at the rate
of Rs. 40 crores annually. This is to indieate that the
dnmqstic savings find investment in gold and gold ornaments.
The increased smuggling goes to show the inereased demand
for gold in India. Therefore, cither the state should take
the responsibility to meet the requirements of the people by
imperting egold or divert the savings towards development
purposes.  Again, it is practicable to instruet the religious
mstitutions and trusts which have fabulous store of wealth,
to take initiative and invest their funds in the reconstruetion
of India. They can very well construct and maintain edu-

C?}t;ional institutions, medical centres, orphanage centres and
otners.

Last but not the least important, to have a rapid develop-
ment, banks in India should be nationalisee.

V. R. M. PESAI
BOMBAY

YOJANA INDEX

I would like to draw your attention te the fact that your
paper does not contain any index. It becomes difficult for a
reader to find out the contents and te make use of it in fu-
ture. He has to prepare the index himsel, if he wants to

make i:ull vse of your paper. It will help the readers a lot
if you intreduce index system.

HAR CHARANLAL GARG,
KASGAN]J.

(An index of selected articles will be provided in
December-January.—Editor. )

NEEMA’S PET

I am glad that “Yejana” is making itself popular and
also serving the purpoese for which it was started viz. te give
information and keep the public in touch with our Second
Plan. The method adopted by it is to be commended because
it teaches while entertaining. It imparts lessons while one
cijoys it too. -

The newly started feature ‘Neema and Her Pet’ by Mr.

M. Patel is quitc good. [t aims at teaching the public civie

sense and their dutics. Besides Neema, her pet must also be

congratulated for helping her a lot in teaching lessons to
haughty, indisciplined persons.

S. B. KALRA,

NEW DELHI.

CORRECTION

In the letter of the Managing Director, State Bank of
India, published in these columns on August 24, 1958, in line
20 of para 3, please read “The State Bank of India Today” A
instead of “The Bank of India Today”. The misprint is . e
regretted. i ;
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RYAL OBJECTIVES OF THE PLAN

SOCIAL

SERVICLES

OR INDUSTRY?

By ASOKA

IT IS possible to argue that the

most beneficial pattern of in-
vestment would be in promoting
welfare of the people. To foster
health, education, housing of the
people, is to make them beiter
citizens and therefore ex hypo-
. thesi better, productive, workers.
The Prime Minister recently cha-
racterised such efforts as “invest-
ment in men.”

The far-reaching implications
of such investment, even from the
limited point of view ol increas-
ing production (which is usually
the immediate purpose of deve-
lopment), can be brought out if
we consider the question of a
marginal increase in the intake
of food.

More Food Means More Work.

In underdeveloped areas calo-
rie intake per day is around 2,100;
in a group of middle per capita
income countries, the calorie in-
take is between 2,200 and 2,300;
in the advanced countries it
is above 3,000 calories per day.
On the relation between calorie
in-take and productivity it necds
to be remembered that the
amount of calories required de-
pends on the size of the man and
on the nature and strenuousness
of his activities. A five-foot six-
inch man weighing 130 pounds re-
quires about 1,400 calories Tor his
resting metabolism alone, while
a six-foot man of normal weight
will usually require over 1,700
calories for the purpose. For
every activity additional calories
are needed. Thus, for simply sit-
ting, an additional intake of 15 to
20 calories per hour will be need-
ed, but for moderate work the
additional calories required will
probably be between 80 to 240 per
hour.

The significance of these fi-
gures can be seen if we consider
a few calculations. Let us assume
1,500 calories for resting metabo-
lism, and a day that is made up
of eight sleeping and sixteen
waking hours. . Counting 1,500
calories for resting metabolism,
adding approximately 100 calo-
ries per hour for moderate work
for a period of four hours, and
adding to this about 20 calories
per hour for the remaining
iwelve hours of relaxation, we
get a total of 2,140 calories need-
ed to support a 4-hour work day.
Now we observe that an addition
of 320 calories, or a total of 2,460
calories, will support an 8-hour
work day of the same degree of
strenuousness as before. ~ What
this implies is that if at the out-
set there is an income sufficient
only to enable the earner to ob-
tain a diet of 2,140 calories, his
output can be doubled by increas-
ing his income, or diet, to reach
2,460 calories. To that extent
lethargy and absentecism will
decline.

“The direct connection between
calorie intake and productivily is
shown very clearly in a number
of studies by Kraut and Muller
made in Germany between 1912
and 1945. Twenty men building
earth embankment shifted 1.5
tons of earth per hour per man
when they consumed 2400 calo-
ries, but when the calorie intale
was raised to 2,900 the output rose
to 2.2 tons per man (and ai the
same time, body weight increagerl
by about 9 pounds per man). Al-
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lowing 1,600 to 1,800 calories for
metabolism and 7relaxation, we
see that (approximately) a 60 per
cent increase in ‘working calo-
ries leads to an almost 50 per cent
increase in output.”

“But of greater interest for our
purposc is that a 21 per cent in-
crease in total calorie intake re-
sults in an almost 507, rise in
output.”

Economic
Feonomic

(Harry Leibenstein:
Backwardness —and
Growth, p. 65)

Higher Education Means Better

Production.

In education a similar case can
be made out. India is less lite-
rate compared to the level of in-
dustrialisation achieved, as Thai-
land is more literate compared to
its level of industrialisation. Since
1900, however, India has exhibit-
ed faster educational than econo-
mic progress. That has slowly
narrowed the gap created by the
more rapid economic develop-
ment (compared to educational
development) of the nineteenth
century, although in 1951 the dif-
ference had not yvet disappcared.
Percenlage of illiterates in the
population aged 10 and over in
1951 was 80, as against cxpected
percentage of 6l—the gap being
19%%.

The implications are brought
out in the following observation:
“The differential rates of econe-
mic advance for the educational-
ly retarded and the educationally
advanced countiries point to the
importance of the dissemination
of literacy and education in the
teansformation of peasani-agri-
culiural nations inte urban-indus-
trial nations. In the ‘boot strap’
operation in which all underdeve-
loped countiries are engaged,
training the population for urban-
industrial occupations is crucial
to the achievement of higher
levels of industrialisation. Clear-
ly the countries that today are
ahead educationally will find it
casier to achieve this goal thaa
those that are behind. The latter
countries will find their lack of
literate and trained manpower a
major obstacle to rapid industri-
alisation. Paradoxically, they
will need to spend a great share
of their wealth, even though they
have almest none, for the long-
neglected goal of mass education
before they can aspire to become
modern industrial states.”

(Llyle W. Shannon:
developed Area, p. 113.)

Under-

Better Health and Housing Pays

Similar reasoning can be sup-
plied in support of a case favour-
ing larger investment in mea-
sures of health as also in housing.
None can gainsay that such in-
vestments would be beneficial
and ultimately productive.

Investment in Man

The difficulty however is that
there is no direct and causal rela-
tionship between such invest-
ments and increased oulput. Pro-
vision of irrigation ovr of fertili-
zers can- result in increase of
output that is measurable. The
Planning Commission has devised
“vard sticks” for the achieve-
ments that such potentials are
calculated to yield. No such
vard-sticks can be devised for In-
vestment in Man. Such invest-

/

ments are guod in themselves and
are bound, in course of time, to
yvicld vesults.

When there are limited resouc-
ces, as is the case in underdeve-
loped countrics. cruel dilemmas
confront us. If, in a fair-sized
textile mill, workers are to be
provided with quarters, an addi-
tional investment ol Rs. 2 crores
may be nceded. Would anyone
come forward to put so much
more money for setting up a tex-
tile mill? ‘And, if the additional
invesiments are somehow provid-
ed, will that not slow down the
expansion ol [actories?

Recently a committee reporied
that:

“The number of houses required
to be constructed during 1951-61
to meet the quantitative shortage
in housing is estimated at 8.9 mii-

lion. . .. During the same period
only abowt 3 million dwelling
units would be constructed in

urban areas both by the public
authorities and private agencies.”

The shortage in housing by 1961
would be about 6 million or {wice
the figure in 1951, Another com-

mittee has. recently computed
that to build 500,000 houses it
would cost Rs. 270 croves. To

build six million houses would,

§

on that basis, cost Rs. 3,240 crores
or two thirds of our entire Plan
outlay.

THE HARD. CHOICK . |
We have therefore to choose
between housing and  other

things: not oily between housing,
education and health but between
such social services and expand-
ing transport, developing irriga-
tion and power facilities, and ex-
pansion of industries and mines,
Such varied choices will mean
that the housing situation will be-
come more acute in 1961 than
what it was in 1951,

Economic planning only means
wise choice of investments. It
does not and cannot mean the end
of difficult, harsh choices, nor can
it lead, here and now, to the satis.
faction of all the wants felt.

Under democratic planning we
are called upon to make difficult
choices in a meaningful manner,
where the consent of the people
is elicited and their co-operation
in facing the hardships enlisted.
1{ cannot mean, as some people
seem to think, the end of excru-
ciating alternatives and a maca-
damised road to plenty. Awk-
ward and unpleasant choices can
in no way be wished out of exist«
ence,

COMPANION OF THE ROAD

BY ANNADA SANKAR RAY

'OLXIPANION of the road, on the road we met,
At the turning of the road we part,

Sav farewell, I go on now alone,
Alone 1 travel the sea’s shoreless ways.
Companion of the road, forgive me, forgive
That tears gather not in my eyes,
That my inert arms like an impatient demon
Leap not passionately to retain you,
Companion of the road, am I heartless,
Easily 10 leave vou at the turning of the road?

COMPANION of the road, say farewell then.
Forgive me if I am able to forget you.

When the memory of you has become a dream

In some dream perhaps I shall weep,

Companion of the road, because I shall forget you

My heart seems strangely stirred.

Alas! Why does one who must and shall depart

Make his heart's burden heavy?

Companion of the road, vet there burns in me

The Aame of vou—your flame too—Oh Woman!

(Translaied from Bengali by Lila Ray)

October 5, 1938

YOJANA



Cambay or Kambayat

ITH a gush Cambay jumps
back into Indian history.

The oil find will make Cambay
regain some of the importance it
once had in India’s life. For three
centuries it was one of the two
leading ports of Western India,
and a vast volume of trade flow=
ed between Cambay and the ports
of Persia, Arabia and East Alrica.
When Marco Polo visited the
place, it was one of the richest
towns of the East. The Italian
was all admiration for the shoes
and other leather articles made
at Cambay which he declared to
be he best in the world. Famous
all over the then known world
was kambayati, the cloth from
Cambay. Indigo was another im-
portant article of export, and the
import list was headed by gold
‘(as ever), and horses.

Cambay was built up by the
Gurjara-Pratihara kings as a
rival to the great emporium Bhri-
gukachcha (Broach) which was
under the Rashtrakuta emperors.
It saw the height of its glory in
the early sixteenth century. But
tides and the interaction of the
Sabarmati and Mahi which- pour
into the Gulf of Cambay silted
up the port and it lost its custom
to the growing town of Surat.

Cambay figured prominently
in the quarrel between Emperor
Humayun and Bahadur, Sultan of
Gujarat. Bahadur was a grand-
son of the redoubtable Mahmud,
who was great as a fighter and
great as an eater. (Mahmud was
supposed to eat a whole sheep at
one meal.) It was the same Ba-
hadur who ceded Diu to the Por-
tuguese and who was lured by
the Portuguese abroad a ship and
killed. Alkbar saw the sea for the
first time at Cambay.

After its eclipse by Surat, Cams
bay remained but a memory.
When independence came, it was
a tiny State and its Nawab had
only an eleven-gun salute,

*Yojana’ and Her Sisters

ORTNIGHTLY jowrnals m

India are going ahead with
kangaroo leaps. The Press Re-
gistrar’s report, released recently,
says that the circulation of fort-
nightlies recorded a 85 per cent
increase in one year. The increase
in the circulation of daily news-
papers was only 8 per cent.
“Yojana,” as a fortnightly, is thus
in happy company.

The report throws interesting
sidelights on the reading habits
of people in the various States
and shatters some accepted no-
tions. For instance, Bengal has
always been believed to be in the
forefront in the matter of reading.
But Bengali, with 251 lakh speak-
ers in India, has a daily newspa-
per circulation which is only two-
thirds that of Gujarati, although
the number of Gujarati speakers
is only 163 lakhs. Tamil, with 65
lakhs fewer speakers than Telu-
gu, has nearly double the news-
paper readership of Telugu.

It would be more correct fo
speak of the buying habit than
the reading habit. Newspaper
sales depend more on the buyers’
purses than on their literacy. Ke-

rala has the highest literacy rate
in India. But it does not have
the highest newspaper-huying
rate. Another important factor is
transport. Regions which have a
good network of roads and rail-
ways show higher newspaper
readership. A compact area sup-
ports a more vigorous press than
a sprawling area. People in the
Hindi areas should make a note
of this if they are not to he twit-
ted by people of Bengal and Ma-
harashtra!

THEY LOVE US, THEY LOVE

US NOT
N eminent Hindi writer re
cently expressed surprise

that though Japan was in the
midst of a great period of literary
creativeness, the Japanese writer,
Iike the Indian counterpart,
craves for kudos from Western
reviewers. The only cxplanation
he could find for this Asian weak-
ness was that there were some
‘shame cultures’ (as distinet from
the ‘guilt cultures’y which were
in constant need of ouiside praise
and approval. Actually it is the
common universal feeling sum-
med up in the Indian saying: ‘It
is no medicinal herb that grows
in your own backyard’, and the
American definition of an expert
as the ‘man from the other town’.

Whatever the sociological ex-
planation, there is no doubt that
we like to be liked, and to be told
so. But do we also totally dislike
being disliked? One cannot be
sure. Every {ime an anti-Indian
book is published, there is such
an outburst of righteous indignas
tion and our lungs do so much
overtime that there is veason to
suspect that we really love {o be
maligned. We know that there
is something worse than being
hated—and that is to be ignored.
If there were none of these at-
tacks, how could we have proved
{o overselves that we are so good,
and to have it right with our
conscience and go back to our
routine after the inner cleansing?

During the days of our political
subjection, anti-Indian books did
in fact serve as rallying occasions.
If that woman from America had
not written ‘Mother India’ one
and thirty vears ago, could we
have had “Father India” and
‘Unhappy India’ and the whole
host of well-documented, anger
and sorrow infused volumes? We
might be a modest nation with
much to be modest about, but we
are also a proud nation with
much to be proud about. If the
man who refuses 1o grow beyond
twenty-five had never writien his
verdict on us, how could one of
our authors have pronounced his
sentence on the judge in a book
which opened devastatingly with:
“In 1943 India was visited by
famine, pestilence and Beverley
Nichols”!

The habits of years die hard.
We have carried over our subject
sensitiveness even though we are
our own political masters. It is
partly a case of an unfinished cul-

tural revolution, and partly the
prevalence of belief in exorcism:
angry.incantation being a substi-
tute for action. A romancer
writes about a girl in a railway
junction, and we take it to be a
slur on a whole race. A cynical
journalist calls Delhi the world’s
worst assignment, and we feel
like a rose thrown out of a fifth-
floor window.

The “why” of anti-Indian books
meriils closer analysis. There is
a wordly-wise answer; as we go
on counting for more in the af-
fairs of the world, we should ex-
pect more and more hostile
opinions about us. But that is
only part of the story. The fre-
quency of anti-Indian books has
somehting to do with the very
nature of ‘popular’ writing in
countries which have universal
literacy. As literacy spreads, the
written word gets devalued.
Journalism becomes tabloid sen-
sationalism. The emphasis is on
the ‘readable’ and the ‘bizarre’
that can tickle jaded nerves.
The porcupines among writers
easily find publishers. A report-
er is a good reporter only if he
keeps his barbs sharp. Sympathy
is out of fashion.

For a man whose pen can do
eartwheels, what better place in
the world than India? There is
perhaps no country in the world
today about which one can write

meore enterfainingly, more facile.
ly and less correctly than India.
The author can tell the truth and
nothing but the truth and still be
hopelessly false about India; be-
cause India is too vast for any-
body to be able to apprehend the
whole truth about it.. The
Mahatma in estimating Miss
Mayo’s book told us to bear this
in mind. There can be facts
which are not  significant
facts, There ean be statis-
tics which are mnot the re-
presentative samples.. And a pile
of facts and statistics can result
merely in a drain inspector’s re-
port rather than a faithful sum-
ming up.

Jonathan Swift, it has been
said, had an exeremental vision.
Some people of the iribe of fore-
ign correspondents share it with
the sombre Dean. They have
selectively sharp noses, and that
is how books like ‘The Heart of
India’ (recently published) come
to be written,

A proverb attributed to the
Chinese says that there are twe
ways of growing rich, either by
spending less than we earn or by
carning more than we spend.
There are two ways in which we
can cease to be angry with anti-
Indian books, either by ignoring
them or by cultivating an all-in-
clusive sense of the ridiculous.

H. Y. S.
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YOJANA
Photographic Contest

O add to the wide variety of features that ‘Yojana’ is
offering to the readers, we will be helding a photogra-
This is an experiment.
and participate in it, we will make it a permanent feature.

SUBJECTS: Village life, Social Welfare activities, Hari-
jan Uplift, Cottage Indusiries and éther subjects which
have a bearing on Planning and progress in general. :

(1) Competition is open to all readers of ‘Yojana’.
There will be no entry fee.

(2) Photographs must be captioned.
full plate size, printed on glossy paper.
(3) Prints should be well packed and addressed to
Old Secretariat,
“Photo Contest” written en left hand cerner.
(4) The entries will be judged by the Editor, Yojana,
and his decision will be final.

(3) Prizes of the value of Rs. 25)-, Rs. 15|- and Rs. 10}~
will be awarded to the three best entries.
accepted will be published and paid for at the rate

(6) Unsuccessful entries will be returned after judging
if sufficient postage is sent along with the entry.
(9) The coupon appearing here should accompany each

LAST DATE FOR RECEIVING ENTRIES:
NOVEMBER 1, 1958.
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HARIJANS OF

GLIMPSES OF INDIA

MAHABALIPURAM

Descendents Of Pallava Artists In Hovel

WE were late by sevenicen
hours only. Bul il was a
fascinating experience to eross
the country at one single stretch
from Delhi to Madras via Waltair.
The G. T. Express had to take the
Waltair route because, as is usual
in this season, a bridge had been
washed away somewhere near
Bezwada. However, the railwavs
were considerate enough not to
charge anything for the extra
mileage.

It took three nights and two
and a half days to complete the
journev. Every morning we woke
to a fresh scenery; new features
and faces; a different style of
dress; a new language. Even the
structure of the villages varies.

From Declhi to Madras

Thus outside Delhi the country
is flat and so are the roofs and
at this time of the year there is
nothiing but stretches of stagnant
water. The next morning we are
in Central India—sloping red
tiled roofs, red soil, beautiful
thickly forested mountains, deep
gorges; turbulent, muddy, madly
rushing streams and rivers. These
ranges lack the mighty grandeur
of the Himalayas—but they are
much closer, more intimate and
friendlv,

On the third day the lush for-
esis open out gradually. The hills
are more staggered and eultiva.
tion appears in the valleys.
Pioughed furrows are filled with
watler and glisten in a weak sun.
The village huts are incredibly
small—mud walls with thatched
conical roofs. clustered together
tightly as if in fear. The peasants.
both men and women wear large
palm leaf hats such as the
Chincese farmers use, and much
less of clothing.

The final morning dawns once
azain on an absolutely fla¢ land-
scape. It is the coastal beli—wide

blue horizons and white sandy
soil dominated by the palm,

alone, tall, slim and upright,

The railway compartment was
roomy and mus! have been at
least a century old. It had sickly
green walls, the paint peeling off,
and the roof leaked just above my
berth!

As it was a ‘Ladies’ compart-
ment, we were all women—but a
very interesting trio. One was a
doctor and an M.P. {from Andhra.
The second was an Inspectress on
the Railways in the tele-commu-
nication branch. The third of
course was myself, the humble

cach other and divided by a sin-
¢le long table. The Speaker sits
at the head of it on a slightly
raised platform. Facing him on
the opposite wall is a large por-
trait of Rajaji.

Mahabalipuram
Mahabalipuram is 53 miles
south of Madras. What must

have been once a powerful naval
base and a flourishing port town
in the time of the mighty Palla-
vas (a Tamil dynasty founded in
the 3rd century A.D.) is today a
small village of less than 2,000

BY KUSUM NAIR

journalist. We were all married
and with varying numbers of
children and interestingly enough
all three of us had left them and
our domestic worries and respon-
sibilities in charge of our respec-
tive husbands, and not for just a
day or two either! Who can say
that women in India are oppres-
sed and backward?

The City of Madras

Madras is unlike any other
State metropolis I have seen. It
is a big city and a port. Yet it
retains its old time pace and at-
mosphere. There are no Chandi-
garh stvles here yet; no Bombay
type of sky-scrapers; no pillared
giants a la New Delhi. Most of
the architecture is Indo-Sarace-
nic and the residential houses.
19th century models, are surroun-
ded with gardens. The traffic
policemen look relaxed and are
barely noticeable. There is scar-
cely any traffic problem.

The State Secretariat is a busi-
ness-like affair with definitely
fewer chaprassis in the corridors
than in Delhi. The Assembly
Hall, compared to the House of
Parliament, is 2 humble strue-
ture. Actuaily it looks more like
a class room—a small rectanou-
lar hall with green upholstered
benches in siraight rows facing

people. It is only what is termed
a minor panchayat—a couple of
rows of mud walls, thatched roofs
and very dark interiors.

Only 200 of the 2,000 popula-
tion are ‘patta’ holders, own-
ing sandy, unfertile and unirriga-
ted stretches of soil—each 2 to 3
acres or less. There are a few
fishermen. The rest are landless
and the price of their labour is

Rs. 15 for a man and Rs. 10 for
woman per month, plus the no
day meal and a little clothi
once a year. Even this is usual
available for only 9 months

the year. But it just suffices

keep them alive,

DESCENDENTS OF THE PA
LAVA ARTISTS

There is a new and magi
ficently furnished rest house .
the sea shore to cater for touris
and a light house standing in so
tary eminence. A number
tourists and pilgrims do come b
the village population receiv
absolutely no benefit from the:
They have nothing to offer exce
some fresh coconuts. In fact wh
I went there, in the Harijan stre
of Mahabalipuram, the doors
the huts and even the bulloc
and ploughs of several famili
had been removed recently |
the revenue department, becau
those people had failed to p:
back on time the annual inst:
ments of a loan they had take
Those women wear no cholis; tl

{Continued on page 13)

A Harijan locality in Madras.
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INDIA'S RURAL ECONOMY

Importance Of The Community Sector

HE main inquiry in this paper

was stated earlier to be whe-
ther the present institutional
framework and the changes now
being sponsored are likely lo cre-
ate, say, by the end of the Third
or the Fourth Plan, the essential
conditions of an expanding eco-
nomy and an integrated rural so-
ciety. In the nature of things it
is too early to attempt a definite
answer. In recent years, the
Agricultural Labour Enquiry,
the Rural Credit Survey and the
Bench-mark Surveys and Evalua-
tion reports of the Programme
Evaluation  Organisation  and
other studies have added greatly
to the precision of our knowledge
regarding the pattern of land
holding, occupational structure,
rural incomes and capital for-
mation. During  these  vears,
large programmes of develon-
ment and new social policies have
also been initiated. At this stage
one can at best attempt a tenta-
tive statement of t{he precise
points at which changes in the
institutional framework are call-
ed for and the extent to which
these are likely to he achicved
through the impact of various
programmies of development.

Changes  through development

Programmes

The institutional framcwork of
the rural economy can he ann-
lysed broadly in relation to land,
Manpower  resources.
ing and distribution and the oce-
companyving price refationshins,
Programmes  of  developm: ot
which are among the instruments
of chanuse can be considered in
three groups, namely. techniical,
economic and social programmes,
services provided by the Sta'e
and its organs and the measures
taken to build up peoples’ orun-
nisations.

market-

There is a natural culf
between the problens 1o he
solved and the changes which e
called for, and the impact achicv=
ed in the actual provess of im-
plementing various programmes,
The issue to be considered is
whether on an objective assess-
ment the gulf is being diminished
rapidly enough and the directions
in which the measures now being
attempied need [further strengs
thening.

Land Reforms
Until a few years ago the pats

tern of land distribution throuch-
out the country was extremely
rigid and the general trend was
in the direction of concentration
of ownership in the higher deciles
and greater sub-division in the
lower deciles. The former trend
seems now to have been halted.
Measures taken to eliminate i
termediaries and protect tenant-
eultivators, as well as the fear cf
ceilings on agricultural holdings,
have gradually diminished the
value of land as investment.
Whatever the delays that might
yet occur in giving effect to land
reform policies, in the course of
the next few vears the principal
problem in relation to land will
be not the concentration of owi-
ership bul its wide-spread distii=
bution inte small and highly un-
economic holdings and the need
to bmprove their managerment

By TARLOK SINGH

and raise productivity. The con-
solidation of holdings is a neces-
sary step in many arcas, but the
indications are thal its progress
will be slow and that its tetal
apact on agricultural produc-
tion is not likely to be enough to
justify excessive reliance upon it.
Co-operative Farming

With land disiributed into
large numbers of small heldings,
of which only a proportion can
be regarded as adequate family
holdings, the pooling of land into
sizeable farm units is a far more
urgent requirement than has
heen commnionly aceepied during
the past decade. In the light of
experience available within India
as well as from oiher countries,
it is quite possible to work out
a programme invelving the pro-
gressive  development of  co-
operative farming which will
preserve the essential frecduins
of the individual, and bhe broadiy
acceptable to public opinion and,
at the same time, be capable of
increasing agricultural produoc-
tion and ensuring the more in-
tensive use of manpower resour-
ces. Much of the discussion on
co-operative farming has heen
Jacking heth in the sense of
urgency and in the appreciation

of consequences, should India’s
acricultural  economy continue

for long to be wholly uncqual to
the requirements of economic
developiment.  The proposal in

the second Five Year Plan that
special steps should be taken dur-
ing this period as would provide
sound foundations for the deve-
lopment of agrarian eco-opera-
tives, so that within a period of
ten years or so from 1956 a sub-
stantial proportion of agricul-
tural lands are cultivated on co-
operative lines, has not yet begun
to be implemented. It is not too
much to suggest that in this re-
spect as in several others, time
runs short. Both co-operative
and individual farming are envi-
saged within the framework of
village plans. Services and assis-
tance available {o co-operatives
should be available equally to
individuals, but conditions have
to be created in which, through
positive measures of assistance
and guidance, it becomes worth-
while for peasants to join co-
operative farming groups of their
choice. Within each village one
can visualise a growing sector
composed of co-operative farm-
ing groups, a community sector
in which land belongs to and is
worked in the name of the com-
munity as a whole, and an indi-
vidual sector composed of indivi-
dual farms.

COMMUNITY SECTOR

The significance of the com-
munity seclor is likely to be grea-
ter than the actual area compris-
ed within it, for this sector will

include not only, land but alse
rural industry, and its existenee
will enable the village eom-
munity eorganisation to set the
pace in technological and soeinl
developments. One cam foresee
co-operative groups, beginning
separately in a relatively small
way and coming together gra-
dually inte larger units within
the village. One ean also foresee
a steady if limited growth in the
comnmunity sector and a steady
diminution in the individual see-
tor. In the Indian context ece-
oneration in cultivation is sought
without affecting the righis of
ownership which will be mode-
rately rewarded. As the village
economy develops, the return due
to the ownership of land will be-
come a less and less important
element in the total income
of each farm family, an
inereasing proportion of ihe
income heing derived from
work. Problems of farm mann-
gement, improved agricultural
practices, production of improved
varieties of seed and the full uii-
lisation of local manurial resour-
ces, which now seem so formid-
able, will be much simpler to tae-
kle if the co-operative develops
ment of agricultural production
is taken wup with sincerity and
earncstness and  co-operative
farming organised as a move-
ment essential to the success of
the rural economy and above al
in the interests of peasants thems
selves.

(To be continued)

“Your grades are not much to
speak of. Kanta. but because.
your uniform has always been
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School Master

And

Opium Vendor Remake
A Village

AST week I met two men as
{far apart from each other

in their ocutlook and way of liv-
ing as any two men living in the
same village can be. One was a
school master. e had taken a
degree-and apart from a passion-
ale love for Persian and Urdua
poetry, his only other interest was
social work. He spent all his
spare time holding evening
classes and getting the villagers
to build a school and a commu-
nity centre. He had a large fami-
ly of ten children. He wanted
each one of them to follow him in
doing only social work.  The

Harnam Singh.

school master had no land or pri-
vate property of his own., What
is more, he couldn’t be more indif-
ferent to money. He was Gan-
dhian in his way of living, and
extremely self denying. This was
Mahinder Singh, aged 44, known
to Dulley and all the villages
around as Masterji.

The other man was 65 years old
Harnam Singh. He was com-
pletely illiterate and didn’t think
that knowledge of the alphabet
was worth a brass-button. He be-
lieved in making money. He tried
to make it by running a taxi in
Calcutta, and then another one
on the Kalka-Simla road. That
did not give him enough; so he
opened a country liquor and
opium stall near the famous Mu-
ghal Gardens at Pinjore, four
miles from Kalka on the Kalka-
Delhi Road. He did betler selling
cheap alcohol and opium to inno-
cent villagers. Then he took over
the coniract of Pinjore Garden
fruit. The garden was owned by
the Maharaja of Patiala and was
looked after by a famous gardener
called Mian Barkat. Mian Barkat
was given to the bottle and soon
became Harnam Singh’s best cus-
tomer. In the state of drunkenness

he spilt the secret art of mango
growing to Harnam Singh. Har-
nam Singh began to give him li-
quor frec of charge and menori-
sed all he could of Mian Barkat's
instiructions.  After three years
he closed the liquor and opium
shop and returned to his village

Dulley in the district of Lu-
chiana.

Harnam Singh gave up his
good agricultural land in the con-

solidation and accepted a sandy
pampas infested tiract outside the
village. He went to Ullar Pradesh
and bought a vast vaviety of
mango cuttings., Within a few
vears the teaching of Mian Bar-
kal bore fruit and Harnam Singh
wag growing 38 varieties of the
succulent {ruit amongst his 330
trces. He made each tree give
birth to another 200 saplings
which he sold at Rs. 2 each. He
also  planted oranges, lemons,
guavas and pomegranate. When
there was no more room for trees,
he brought eggs from a brecder
and started rearing Leg-horns,
Rhode-islands and Hampshires.
Both the orchard and the poultry
were reared with most modern
melhods—-[ertilizers, insecticides,
injections ete. Harnam Sinzh has
gained his ambition—he  has
made the money he wanted.

The only thing common bet-

e

Harnam Singh feeds his poullry.

ween the idealist school master
and the ecarthy Harnam  Singh
was that they belonged to the
same village and both wanted 1o
do something for it. Although
the school-master owned no land
(a matier of considerable impor-
tance in a land-owning soclely)
and was not even a Jat, he was
the obvious choice as a leader, He
was elccted Sarpanch. Under his
guidance, Dulley paved its sireets,
raised street lamps at all corners,
built a community centre with a
reading-room, set up a weaving
cenire, a primarv school, a child-
rven's park and finally a large
school for girls of Dulley and 13
neighbouring villages. The exam-
ple set by Harnam Singh encour-
aged other villagers to follow in
his {footsieps. Agricultural pro-
cduction of the village shot up.

In 1954, Dulley was declared
the best village in the block. In
1955, the best in the district. In
1956, the best in the State.

Bullocl: race in the village Dulley.

The attitude of the two men to
this achievement is as different
as it could be. I asked the school-
mastier what it felt to have dedi-
cated one’s life for the betterment
of others, he sighed and came out
with a couplet of Urdu poetry:
“If T am spared the pangs of pas-
sion this time, I swear never to
fall in Jove again,” he quoted. “I
should have made some money,”
he continued, “and given my
family more comfort and better
education.”

The wealthy Harnam Singh
was egually regretful about his
past. “If I had not wasted my
time plying taxis and selling dope
io stupid people, I would have
seen my orchard in full bloom.
(It takes a mango 20 years to
come lo its best). But 1 wanted
to make money for my son. I
made it. Now I want to give it
all away to the people,”

K.S.
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Punjab’s Best Village-

A STREET IN DULLEY— e »
on either side. The paving cost Dulley Rs. 15,000, bough that bears them.....”

Every single street and bylane of Dullev is paved with bricks and is Iined with drains “The weight of the fruii b

Dulles

Kot far from Ludhiana ix a <mall village ealled Dulley with a population of

a thousand people. It first eame inlo prominence in 1954 when it

was adjudged the best in the Ludhiana Block.  The next year it was sdjudged

i 5 wl i s Punis
the best in the disirict, and a vear later in 1956, the best in the Punjab.

MASTER MAHINDER SINC
SARPANCH

BDulley is a village of land-ow
Sikh Jats. Mahinder Singh is ne
a Jat agriculturist nor owns a sg
inch of land. Yet he has beer
Sarpanch of the village for the
five years because his is a life of
cation te Dulley. Whatever he ¢
save from his salary as schoolm
went to give his village its scl
(including a big girls school w
girls from 13 neighbouring vil
come for education—the school
cost Rs. 46,000) childrens’ parks,
munity centre, library etc. Unde
inspiring leadership Dulley wor
distinction of hecing the best vi
in the State.

Mahinder Singh is only forty-fou
e bas a family of ten—five girls
iive boys—to bring up, educate
mainfain. Nevertheless his one
vance is that his eldest son did
follow his path of service to his
fowmen and has gone out of the
lage to make money. One of
daughters is already working a
the women. The others are at sc)
and collcges. When asked hov
managed to maintain his large fa
on his meagre salary, Masterji st
sadly and came out with a lix
Urdu poeiry: (he is very kee
Urdu and Persian poetry and ha
up large photographs of all the
ing Indian and Pakistani poets i
community centre),

reak:
b

YOIANA ~ QOctober 5




e e,

T Resie

- COMMUNITY (CENTRIE, DULLEY
An old, dilapidated building was taken over hy the Panchayat and revovated af a cost of Rs. 50000 1t has a Large
courtyvard, a verandah and two large vooms hoth fully fernished. s reading voom has books. newspapers and magu-
zines,  The walls have pictaves of Urdu poets vanging from Ghalib o Al Sardar Jalarvi with couplets printed below,
And it has a community radio set.

e

INTERIOR O A DULLEY HOME
Clean, spacious and airy. Fach oune has a simokeloss
choelha. Dulley has no mosquitoes ov flies. (Right) Drinking

ater is taken entively from covered wells, Al other
wells have been rebuile with brick and cement. Alihougsh
. Dulley has its Harijan locality. there is no segregation
g between the custes and all people have access to all the
wells and eat in each ather's homes.

YOJANA - ' - e



ARD words break no bones,
it is said. During the re-
cent debate on the reappraisal
of the Plan in the Parliament, the
ability of the Planning Minister
and the Planning Comumission to
lace strong criticism was tested.
In  the debate that ensued
the Government came out with
more than even honours. The
four speeches of Shri Nanda and
the speech of Shri Pant gave not
only a vivid factual picture of the
Plan but also clarified three vital
points.—(i) The Plan was based
on certain assumptions which
were accepted by the Parliament,
(ii) The Planning Commission is
no way responsible if the progress
is unsatisfactory because the Plan
was approved by the Parliument
and is implemented by the Gov-
crnment and the people. (iii)
The Plan can still succeed if in-
ternal resources can be mobi-
lised and we are prepared 10
work more efficiently.

Opening the Debate, the Union
Minister of Planning gave a real-
istic view of the situation. The
prospects are none too bright,
Only a ‘revolutionary touch’ as
Shri Nanda put it, in the mobili-
sation of internal resources can
save the Plan. The slage of self-
sufficiency, said Shri Nanda, was
still far off. In fact dependence
on [oreign assistance and deficit
financing had increased. Under
the present circumstances, we
nced Rs. 150 crores more to put
through some pressing schemes
-al the Centre. Moreover, while
the Plan had estimated a deficit
of 1,100 crores in O vears,
we have had a deficit of Rs.
798 crores in the first two
vears of the Plan. As a vesull
ol the decline in foreign exchange
reserve, high prices, international
developments and floods and
droughts, it was imperative (o
lower the targets of the I'lan ex-
coept in industry and rainerals.

Referring to the World Bank
suggestion that India sheuld de-
vote itself to consolidation rather
than expansion, Shri Nanda said
the difficulty was not one of ex-
pansion but of being able to carry
out all that had been stavled. 1t
these targets are not {ulfilled,
there will be serious consequen-
ces. The remedy was Lo increase
savings and production (2570 of
availabli manpower was being
wasted) improve collection ot
taxes and to economizc—there
was room for 20 to 25%¢ of cco-
nomy in the Rs. 1,000 croves al-
lotted for construction expenses,
Morcover, we should evolve com-
munity  control over trade,
through co-operatives clc, to
check prices.

At the end, Shri Nanda appeal-
od for a ‘revolutionary touch’ to
make the fullest possible use of
resources available to increasc in-
dustrial production, national in-
come and standard of living. Re-
ferring to the failure of monsoons
ete., Shri Nanda said the success
of the Plan was not governed by
nature but by the country’s effor{
and determination.

During the debate which fol-
lowed, Shri Hiren Mukerjce
(Comm.—West Bengal) said,
“Something like a collapse today
threatens the success of the Plan.”
A ‘critical point’ had been reach-
ed, he said, and only 759 of the
Plan could be implemented. “It
was amazing that income-tax ar-
rears, and not merely evaded
money were mounting and at pre-
sent stood at Rs. 287.32 crores.”

“We are specialising in econoric
brinkmanship,” said Shri M. R,
Masani (Independent). Shri Nau-
shir Bharucha (Ind.—Bombay)
went so far as to suggest that the
Planners and thosc responsible
for the execution of the Plan
should resign, if after spending
crores of rupees on irrigation its
potential was unutilised. He
seemed inclined to think that
“giant problems were being {ack-
led by pigmies in an unscientific
manner.” Shri Jaipal Singh also
suggested that the question of re-
modelling of the Planning Com-
mission should be considered. It
should consist of youngmen with
ideas who could work fearlessly.
He said he would like to see the
Planning Commission boldly sug-
gest that the Constitution should
be amended, as a unitary {orm of
administration might perhaps be
able to achieve better results.
Shri R. R. Ramakrishna said that
there should be engineers in the
Planning Commission. Shri Tha-
kurdas Bhargava was critical of
indiscriminate borrowing for the
Plan. This, he said, drowned the
nation in debts.

Shri Ascka Mehia (PSP.—
Bombay) criticised Shri -Hiren
Mukherjec’s “aggressive Commu-
nist” speech and declared that
nothing should be done to permit
large scale and heavy industries
to go down. Procuction should
not be sacrificed in the name of
ideology. Shri A. C. Guha
(Cong.—West Bengal) was of the
opinion that at least two or three
fertilizer factories should be
opened before thinking of ex-
panding steel production. Shri
R. R. Morarka (Cong.—Rajas-
than) said “Our crisis is not a
erisis of resources but it is one of
spending.”

Praise for the Planning Coms-
mission came from an Independ-
ent member of U.P., Shri Shibban
Lal Saksena who condemned the
demand for the resignation of
Planning Minister and Planning
Commission as unjustified. “Of
all the orcans of the Government,
I think the Planning Commission
is the one which has done some-
thing for which we should be
thank{ul.”

Intervening in the debate. the
Union Home Minister, Shri G. B.
Pant, gave a calrm and reasoned
analysis of planning in India. He
said planning has not failed, it
has become a part of our national
thinking and acting. The first
Plan was more than a success.
As for the second Plan, we are
not more than half wayv through,
vet things arve taking shape and

projects producing something.
TFor example a beginning has

been made at Rourkela and the
other twe steel planis ave likely
to give us iron bv the end of this
vear and during the next vear
and steel thercalfter. Shri Pant
wondered at the unkind, if not
unfair, remarks about the Plan-
ning Commission, We have had
full opportunily  of studying,
examining, rejecting and accept-
ing the Plan. If there are ervors,
then all parties in this House
which accepted the Plan should
share the rredit as well as the dis-
credit. Shri Hiren Mukerjee
thought that only the totalitarian
method could succeed in planning,
The Government under no cir-
cumstances could tolerate this
method. It had accepted the demo-
cratic path because “if human
liberty is lost then everything is
lost.” “We want to go forward

through co-operation and not

through imposition.”

Referrving to Shri Masani's cri-
ticism 1hat we should consolidate
our position by producing more
consumer goods and less capital
goods and machines, Shri Pant
said: “I am afraid Shri Masani is
cutting at the root of all pro-
gress.” However, industrialisa-
fion did not mean that agricul-
ture was to be ignored. Agricul-
ture was the real basis of econo-
my in India. Products like tea,
coffee, jute, cotton, oilseeds etc.
were sources of earning foreign
exchange. Deseribing agriculture
and industry as complementary,
he said that ultimately the pro-
gress of the country will lie in
diversion of people from agricul-
ture to industry. Shri Pant
pointed out that even for agricul-
ture, aid of industry was required
e.g. fertilizers ete.

Some members had criticised
the Plan as being ambitious or
too ambitious. Shri Pant empha-
ticallv declared: “The Plan is
ambitious. We will be untrue to
ourselves if the Plan were not
ambitious. What is the condition
of the country? Millions of peo-
ple have not even one full meal.
We are confronted with colossal
poverty, illiteracy, malnutrition,
lack of efficicncy and so on. How
are you going to get over these
ills? The Plan is made for these
purposes.”

In his reply Shri Nanda made
the following points:

Utilisation of Irrigation Fa-
cilities: (Shri Bharuchu’s point).

Government had sent experts to
nine States in order to hasten full-
er utilisation of waters. 90 per
cent of irrigation potential at Ma-
yurakshi and 80 per cent at Damo-
dar was used in 1957-58. Better-
ment fees were not oppressive.
Nothing was charged for the first
two years. Thereafter, fees were
to be collected in easy instal-
ments during 10 to 15 years.

Income-Tax  Arrears: (Shri
Hiren Mukerjee’s point).  In-
come-tax arrears in March 1958
were Rs. 287 crores on paper only
—out of this 53 crores had not
fallen due. Recoverable amount
was only 114 crores out of which
recovery certificates issued to col-
lectors for recovering these dues
as arrears of land revenues were
for Rs. 93 crore. Measures have
been taken to recover the rest as
well.

Responsibility: The Planning
Commission was only an advisory
body. It was not responsible for
the execution of the Plan pro-
jects.

Non-Plan Expenditure: Non-
plan expenditure had increased
mostly due to defence needs, in-
creased salary to Government
staff, payment of loans and ap-
pointment of more staff for tax
collection.

Loans: Except for the loan
from the Export Import Bank, all
loans from the U.S.A. were re-
payable in rupees.

Fertilizers: It would have been
wiser to include fertilizers in the
corve of the Plan.

Plan Outlay: The Plan outs
lay still stands at Rs. 4,500 crores.
There are additional pressing
schemes which will cost Rs. 150
crores but these will be {aken in
hand only if funds are available,

(Next issue—Plan
Rajya Sabha).

debate in

Resume Of

ECENTLY the Planning Com-

mission presented to the Par-
liament a paper entitled “Re-
appraisal of the sccond five year
Plan—A Resume”. In this paper
the reappraisal of May, 1958, has
been further reviewed and re-
vised. The following table gives
ihe changes proposed in Central
allocations:

The Plan

deration, the Central Plan may
well cost Rs. 150 crores more.
INTERNAL RESOURCES.

It was discovered that the gap
between the resources available

and those required will be 300 to

350 croves and not Rs. 240
crores as estimated before.
LOANS AND SAVINGS.

As against the suggested bore
g gg

(Rs. crores)

Ailotment for 1956-61 Allotment for 1959-61

tg 28 gE EE
oo % a8z cog D!
Ak o 0= o &
80 bp, &0 & op g5
E5eg ££ SEgE =BE
PR =T =Eox =T
gaeers = gg@aT S«
o845 S8 Esas S8
“REE <& <mEE 48
1. Ag‘rfculturc & Com-
munity Development. 54 56 3 25
2, Irrigation & Power 63 5 27 3
3. Village & Small Industries. 55 67 7 19
4. Industries & Minerals. 775 867 363 455
5. Transport & Communications 1,177 1,185 474 482
6. Social Services. 298 298 152 152
7. Miscellaneous. 30 33 12 15
Total 2,452 2,581 1,058 1,187

Hceads of Expenditure

Compared to the original
Plan outlays, the most recent out-
lays show an economy under each
head except Industries and Mine-
rals. In view of the recent oil
strike at Cambay and the pace at
which our steel plants are pro-
g}ressing, no one should grudge
that.

CENTRAL SCHEMES.
According to recent discussions
with the Central Ministries, it was
shown that the Central Plan
would cost Rs. 129 crores more,
Taking into account a few propo-
sals which are still under consi-

rowing of Rs. 137 crores, the Cen=
tre and the States have succeed-
ed in borrowing Rs. 225 crores.

In 1957-58, collections from
small savings amounted to Rs.
69.6 crores (earlier estimate, 55
crores) but the position has not
been encouraging in the first four
months of this year.

EXTERNAL RESOURCES.

It is now felt that further res
quirements of foreign exchange
during the last 3 years of the
Plan will be worth Rs. 560 crores
and not Rs. 500 crores as thought
before.
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SHORT STORY

The Four Firs

By REGINALD MASSEY

HE village of Mahille is a

beautiful place., It is one of
those picturesque little hamlets
nestling in the heart of Himachal
Pradesh.

There is the usual village bazaar
in Mahille consisting of two or
three shops which sell the necessi-
ties of rural life. The main lane
is eobbled with shining stones
rounded by the incessant use of
years., Just behind the shops are
the houses of the village well-to-
dos: The local bania cum money-
lender; the brahmin; the land-
owners. A little farther up are
the coitages of the lower castes,
or kolis, as they are called in the
hills. At varying distances are
small homesteads with the accom-
panying patch of cultivated land.
The village is spick and span, in
marked contrast to its counter-
parts in the plains.

If you want to retire and spend
the rest of your life devoted to
solitary philosophizing, Mahille is
the place for you.

But on week-days there is some-
thing that happens at three in the
afternoon which disturbs the
Sleepy Hollow atmosphere. It is
the loud ringing of a bell. Look-
ing in the direction of the din, one
sees a biggish house, quite new,
at the top of a small hill. From
this house you’ll see small child-
ren with bags and books scurry-
ing down, chattering and scrcam-
ing. The signboard recads: “The
Ram Singh Middle School.’

Four years ago the village of
Mahille was just about the same
as it is now; but there was one
important difference. There was
no school. But there was one
man among them who wanted a
school. His name was Ram Singh,
and he was a man with a mission.

tam Singh, the Rajput. wos
twenty-eight yvears old. He was
tall, broad-shouldered and strong
—a typical son of the soil, hand-
some in his rustic fashion and
proud of his lineage. Ram Singh
was his father’s only son and had
inherited ten bighas of land, six
cows, and a hundred apple trees.
But one thing had always troubl-
ed Ram Singh. He was illilerate,
and so were his ancestors. He
had always smarted under the in-
sult of being an ignorant and
illiterate man.

Ram Singh requested the
Panchayat 1o build a school
But he was ignored, for the
other members were too husy
with their pelty squabbles. Any-
how he persuaded them to send a
petition to the District Board.
After {two months the Board re-
plied that it was too busy with
bigger work and was, therefore,
unable to be of any help.

At a stormy session of the pan-
chayat, Ram Singh exhorted to
them that something had to be
done. Eyebrows were raised and
one member even questioned the
eflicacy of education. At the end
Sher Singh, the lambardar, told
him, “Son, it’s no use wasting ovr
time. If you're so keen to have a
school go ahead and make one.”

Ram Singh walked out. He
didn’t want to insult the aged
Sher Singh. And, moreover, it
had been decided that he was
very soon to be married to Sun-
dari, the only daughter of Sher
Singh. Sundari was as beautiful
as her name, and had a comple-
xion as white as milk. Her face
was like the oval moon and her
hands were small and pretiy. She
was looked upon as beautiful in a

Yand of beautiful women. Some-
times, on the pretence of cutting
grass, she would stray into Ram
Singh’s fields and he would meet
her there. They would sit under
the apple blossoms and talk about
the future.

The day after the panchayat
meeting, Sundari met Ram Singh
under their favourite tree. The
first question she put him was,
“Why did you get so angry and
walk out from the panchayat?
You should try to be popular.
After my father’s death you will
be the next lambavdar. What is
this mad idea of a school that has
come over you?”

Ram Singh turned red—“Sun-
dari, the village is up against me.
Will you also let me down? 1
want you to be the mother of my
sons. But do you think that 1
want my sons to ke illiterate and
ignorant and stupid as mysel{?”

“You are not stupid,” said Sun-

dari, the tears coming from her big
eyes. “I only want you to take
care of yourself and net to quarrel
with my father.”

During the next yvear Ram
Singh went about eollecting funds
for his proposed scheme. He visit-
ed the nearby villages and towns,
He met people and talked to them
about his ideas. At the end, he
had accumulated three thousand
rupees and felt that it was enough
to embark upon his scheme,

One morning, he called a gene-
ral meeting of the villagers and
told them that he was now ready
to see the school plan through.
The elders were eonspicuous by
their absence but some young
nmen were by now fired by his en-
thusiasm. There were some jeers.
Hecklers shouted out, “Ram Singh,
where will you build? You know
only too well that land is difficult
to procure. Who will spare even
half a bigha?” ‘

Ram Singh was stumped. He
had thought of everything but
had left out the most obvious.
Looking up to heaven he thought,
“Oh God, help me now. I seem
to have lost everything” His
eyes shifted for a while and then
resled on the opposite hill, and

finally he began staring at The
Four Firs.

An idea struck Ram Singh; and
he made up his mind, It was now
or never. Steeling himself, he
shouted back to his hecklers—
“Brothers, do you see that hill
there?” I'm going to build the
school there!” Ram Singh point-
ed to the Four Firs.

“But how?” they shouted back
in chorus. “The Four Firs stand
there!”

“I will cut down The Four Firs.”

There was a dead silence, A
hush. The villagers were stunned
by the immensity of the thought..
Some looked worried, Cut down
the Four Firs? Had Ram Singh
gone mad? Didn’t he know that
the Four Firs were not merely
‘kael’ trees but the abode of four
devtas? They had always been
told that The Four Firs were the
guardian angels of Mahille,

Then Ram Singh made a speech
that will be yet remembered for
many a year to come. He said:
“Brothers! You all have an un-
necessary fear of the Four Firs.
What are they but mere ‘kael’
irees? If they harbour evil spirits,
let us cut them down and conquer -

(Continued on page 15)
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BREAD FROM FRUIT

SUBBUSWAMI KRISHNA MURTHL

*" On the shores of the islands of
Nicchor and Car Nicobar, there
grows, in plenty, a unigue bread-
fruit tree bearing the Portugese
name of MELLORI and belong-
ing to the species of the Pandanis
Tectorive. Much akin to the
Indian Ketaki or the keora and
the palm, this tree grows to a
height of about thirty five feel,
measuring nearly a foot at the
trunk, snd thrives as abundantly
among other trees in dense
forests as in damp sandy soil.

The trunk resembles in shope
the Indian areca nut tree with
equidistant circular intersectious.
The leaves about four inches
wide orow to a length of three
feet in the form of a calyx. The
major part of the root siructure,
about cight feet high, projects
above the surface of the rarth
The plant stands on stilt-like
roots called prop roots which
provide a source of safe drinking
water in times of emaergency. The
fruit emerges out of the bnltom
of the leaves; in faet, its own
weight, about 30 to 401H when
fully ripe, forces it out of the
leaves.

To the natives of Nicobar, this
nutritive fruit serves as a staple
food. Though similar bread-frui!
trees exist in the interior parts ol
Africa. the Coromandel coast of
India and the Isle of France, the
Pandanus of Nicobar is unique ip
jtself and stands out as a rare
specimen. In Soulb India the
ketaki grows in abundance but
has no food value and so is the
case wilh the keora of the Bengal
coast. Both these Indian varieties.
which grow wild. have only

sweet smelling leaves used for
ornamentation and floral offer-
ings to temples. These trees do
bear fruits but have no compari-
son to the Pandanus.

The huge Nicobar Pandanus
very much resembles the Indian
pincapple and is pinkish yellow
in colour when ripe. The fruit is
hard inside and the core usually

i
5
i Pigt .
e d
contains two seeds, rescmbling

almonds in_ size and taste The
Nicobar people prepare their
meal out of thi: fruit in the
following way the exterior ot
the fruit is first peeled off and
then put into earthen pots. cover-
ed with leaves. As the f{ruit is
toiled under slow and steady fire

the hard substance gefs some-
what soft and friable. It is then
exposed to air and cooled. The
central porlion of the fruit con-
taining {he seeds, is forced out by
thrusting a shell inside. The re-
sidue is pressed into a spherical
mass and all fibrous matter re-
moved. At this stage it assumes
a pale yellow colour and tastes
like the Italian polenta or the
dressed meal of the Indian “Zea
Mays” or dates. If kept well
covered the food lasts for days
and usually cne {ruit is ample for
a family of three adults for a day.

Apart {rom this, the tender
leaves of the plant can be used as
a delicious curry with condi-
ments. The leaves have a medi-
cinal value and are extensively
used in the cure of diseases like
leprosy., small-pox and heart and
brain attacks.

As far back as the closing years
of the 18th century, four of these
plants were planted in the East
India Company’s Botanical Gar-
dens in Calcutta, They exist even

to this day and bear fruit though
it is not known whether the origi-
nal plants are still alive. If female
and male plants are planted in
close juxtaposition instead of at
a distance, the Padanus can be
made to grow as profusely as in
the Nicobar.

Reports have been received
that another type of this Panda-
nus grows wild in the dense and
moist jungles of the Darjeeling
district in West Bengal and these
fruit-bearing trees are to be
found there at an elevation of
from 500 to 5000 feet. A fruit
weighing about 301b and contain-
ing a high percentage of farina
and other nutritive elements is
undoubtedly precions to this
country which is yet to set up a
high standard of nutrition among
the masses. India, having a long
stretch of coast-line and a suit-
able jungle-clad terrain, can ilt
afford to ignore the experimenta-
tion of and research into the
growth of the Nicobar Pandanus
on Indian soil.
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OVER RS. 200

Open 1o members of the Universily Planning Forums
and readers of Yojana only.

1, Reappraisal of the sccond Five Year Plan.
9. How {o mobilise India’s internal resources?
3. Ways and means to improve India’s agricultural

4. How to achieve second Plan employment targets?

Essays may be in English or Hindi, tvped in double
Length must net exceed 1000—1200 words.
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Each essay-accepted for publication will be paid for at
the rate of Rs. 40)- per 1000 words.
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The Sixth Anniversary Number of Kurukshetra sums
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up six years of Community Development work in this coun-
try. Ameng the contributors are: C. Rajagopalachari, V. T.
Krishnamachari. Carl C. Taylor, N. R. Malkani, A. C. Guha,
W. L. S. Satthianadhan. J. M. Lobo Prabhu, Mrs. Clubwala
Jadhav and a host of field-workers. Apart from these special
articles. this bumper issue of 200 pages carries the regular
fontures. factual Reports from the States and articles in the
lichter vein. Price Rs. 1]- per copy.
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Glimpses Of India

(Continued from page 3)

men have no shirts on, many are
clad in a very small ‘langoli,
their skins shining ebony; while
their children, the vast majority
of them, are stark naked. I have
never felt so overdressed.

And yet these very people must
be the direct descendants of the
Pallava subjects who in the
7th century A.D. must have carp-

- ed the fabulous temples and sculp-
tures for which Mahabalipuram
is justly famous. Besides, their
forefathers must have been the
intrepid sailors who crossed the

" ocean not only to trade with coun-

tries of South-East Asia but also
took to them Hindu culture, it
aend architecture. And now they
could mnot possibly be poorer;
their houses more shoddy; their
cattle smaller, In the Harijun
homes there is not a single bross
vessel in sight—only earthemware
chatties — some  black, some

brown. Even with so many mag-
nificent gods and goddesses «ll
around them, they seem a fo got-
ten people.

" N.E.S. Block Looks After Them

However, they are not entirely
forgotten as the village is includ-

ed in the N.E.S. Block of Thiru-

kalukundram. The local pancha-
yat, it seems, has no factions and
casteism is slowly on the way nut.
Some co-operative societies are
taking shape. Fertilisers and im-
proved seeds are reaching the
fields. Some very useful roads
have been made. Free mid-day
meals are provided to the very
poor children in the Harijan co-
lony. There is the usual Infor-
mation and Recreation centre and
the building for a dispensary has
already been construcied. The old
cattle pound is being fitted out to
be the doctor’s residence.

But as Srinivas Ivengar, the
Chairman of the Viilage Deveion-
ment Commitiee, expressed if,
the people are uuable to make
the necessary financial contribu-
tions conditional te carning the
N.E.S. assistance for several pro-
jeets which they urgently need.
They have got some buildings
and roads for which contributions
were found somehow; but there
has been no cconomic develop-
ment to provide them with fresh
avenues of employment, security
or higher incomes.

FOLLOWING THE OLD TRADI-
TION

Two training scheols have been
started recently. One is for teach-
ing casting in plaster of Paris. It
has 5 pupils. The other one is
for teaching the art of sculpture.
It has 14 trainces whe receive a
monthly stipend of Rs. 40 and it
is, I belicve, the only school of ifs
kind in Tamilnad at least. The
{eacher of this school is once of the
solitary survivers in this locality
of the traditional class of sculp-
tors known as ‘Stapathis’ and be
is well versed in the old Sanskrit
classics and shastras on the sub-
ject. Ie even possesses an anci-
cnt manuscript on palm leaf. His
method of teaching is strictly tra-
ditional and with the same oid
tools, The students sit on the
sandy floor in a thatched shed
and work on blocks of granite or
hlue rock with just a hammer and
chisel. What is more they are
taught to earve only copies of
exactly the same classic models
of gods and goddesses. As some-
one present there remarked, “Na-
taraja is the highest perfection of
the sculptor’s art in India. How
can we sirive to impreve wupon
perfection?”

BIRDS & TREES

LASSURA

This is a small sized tree

with no beavty to commend it.
Its leaves are about 4 inches
long and fairly rounded. Their
texture is leathery and harsh
to the touch, wiith three or
The

four strong, raised ribs.

flowers are small and wnite,
Its fruit is yellow or pink
when unripe and black when
ripe. It is edible, though
sticky. The seed is a very hard
stone. The bark of the Las-
sura is used for medicinal
purposes. The wood is light,
but strong, and is wvsed for
building country rafts and
boats, and Jor making farining
implements. Lassura is found
throughout Iadie. In the vil-
lages it is grown newr hedges.

The Latin name for Lassura®
is Cordia Obliqua.

THE SPOONBILL

It is a big bird belonging to
the heron family. It is about
three feet long, pure white
throughout, except for a light
brown in the lower foreneck.

During breeding season the
spoonbill grows @ crest of
pointed and drooping plumes.
Its outstanding feature is its
bealk, which is broad, long and
flattened out at the end like a
spoon, hence its name,

The spoonbill is found in
flocks by shores of lakes and
ponds. In the evening spoon-
bills fly in single file in lony
white glimmering lines.

The feeding habits of the
spoonbill are interesting. It
wades through the water with
its beak half immersed turn-
ing from side to side. It gets
most of the water insects,
jrogs and small fish this wayy.

The nest of the spoonbill is
a massive platform of sticks
used and repaired every yecr.
The eggs are white, without
gloss and are coarse. Some-
times there are irregnlar

markings on the eggs.
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BOMBAY

LIQUID GOLD AT CAMBAY

Shortly after the news ol the
first oil strike at Cambay (see
Yojana, page 10, last issue) comes
the news that the drill has struck
another oil pocket at the deptn
of 6,500 feet and oil is gushing out
at a high pres-
sure. The engi-
neers of the site
were most de-
lighted with this
“ousher” whose
pressure is 400
“at m o spheres”
as compared to
that of 190 “atmospheres” of
the first pocket. However, the
Union Minister for Oil and Miaes
has again emphasised the need lor
cautious optimism. The oil is be-
ing analysed and pul to “electro
logging” tests and it will take six
months to make a definite esti-
mate of the area and the size of
the oil pocket.

Eight miles north of Cambay
lies the village Lunej where
drilling for oil is going on under
the supervision of Soviet experts
trained in the Baku oil fields of
Azerbaijan, Hopes ol reaching an
oil pocket rose high when on
September 8, it was announced
that oil was coming out of tlue
drill along with mud. Although
oil has been struck, it is not
known whether it is in sufficient
quantity. The 176 feet high drill
at Lunej has reached only the
depth of 5368 feet. To be certain,
the drill must go down to the
depth of 10,000 feet which the oil
men expect to reach by the first
week of November.

Housing on a war footing

During the remaining period of
the second Plan the governmeunt
had decided to implement tihe
housing programme which con-
sisted of 41,326 tenements for in-
dustrial workers costing Rs. 16.21
crores, and 3,400 tenemenis lor
the low-income group which wiil
cost the government Rs. 3.60
crores.

Also 470 acres of land will be
developed at a cost of 1.24 croves,

78 from the STATES

ORISSA

Large deposits of minerals dis-
covered

The prospecting division of the
State's Directorate of Mines has
found considerable deposits ol
limestone, manganese, soapstornie
and mica in the Koraput and
Kalahandi areas. About 40 mil-
lion tons of “high-grade” lime-
stone up to a uniform depth ot
30 feet which could support a
large scale cement factory, and
other industries like calcium car-
bide and bleaching powder, have
been located in a 10 square mile
area bhetween Umpavalli and
Tunmiguda,

For the utilisation of the {erro-
manganese industries in Ovissa.
the manganese deposits ol Kala-
handi and Korapat were found

DL 3

“encouraging”. In the Mandhra
Devhola area about one million
tons of manganese ore were found
present up o a uniform depth of
50 feel, of which five lakh {ons
would be of high grade ore. The
richest manganese patches were
seen near Nishikal and Koa,

A major deposit of soapstone
has been located in the Kendu-
putta-Kathpada area. This would
be able to support small scale in-
dustries on refractories paper,
ceramic industries, decorative
stones and potlery.

RAJASTHAN

Mineral Wealth

Rajasthan is the second largest
producer of mica in the country.
1t has 3,600 millioz: tons of good
grade lime-stone available in Kot-
putli, Chitorgath, Sojat and

Gotan and drilling programme is
under way near Ramganj Mandi
and Modak in Kota Division. A
zinc smelter
will be estab-
lished near
Udaipur to pro-
cess the mine-
ral produced at
Zawar mines
and power sup-
plied from the
Gandhisagar
Dam will be
available for this purpose. in the
case of copper, investigations are
in progress at Khodariba and
Khetri whereas for gypsum, drill-
ing operations are going on neatr
Nagpur. The State Department
of Mines and Geology is investi=
gating the lignite deposits near
Bikaner where nearly 9.5 million
tons of additional coal-bearing
areas have been proved.

With the supply of power
from Gandhisagar Dam and the
Bhakra-Nangal Hydro-electric
Scheme, industrial development
in Rajasthan is bound to improve,

Does your daily diet
include 2 ounces of fat?

Out of this 40 acres will be in
Grealer Bombay.

MADRAS
Targels to be fulfilled

- Expenditure on the Projecis
under the Second Five Year Plan
will be of the order of Rs. 31
crores each for
the years 1959-
60 and 1960-61,
the clesing yeat
of the Second
Plan.

DIETICIANS tell us that a ‘balanced diet’ is neces-
sary to keep us strong and healthy ... must contain
five kinds of food factors: vitamins, minerals, pro-
teins, carbohydrates and — very important - fats,

units of Vitanua A —the vitamin that guards ey “3
skin health, helps to promote growth and rebuil
body tissues. And vanaspati is made to the highesd
standards of quality, packed and sealed in modera,
hygienic factories. When you buy vanaspati, yow
know you are gsiting a pure, healthy product !
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Vanaspati

the housawife’s friand

Fats are good for us

Scientists have shown that evéryone needs at least
tero ounces of fat every day ! For fats give us encigy
...fats help to make other foods more palatable...
and fats are vitamin carriers. Most of this you can
get—easily and economically—by cooking your
food with vitamin-enriched vanaspati. You'll find
that food cooked in vanaspati is tasty.,.vanaspats
brings out the ratural Ravour of foodstuffi!

AR D e

A really pure produot =
Every ounce of vanaspati contains 700 international AT A T R T

fasist on vanaspati made by one of these reputable frme:

. Balooa........ v S00w White Food Products Co. Ltd. OK....oonvusenaym o Bant Aslatic Co. (India) Private Ltd.
Madras is one Rrindavan...... rossensensess . Ravi Vegetable Oif Industries QoM. 115101001530 0180ms @r e -onw i« Aimed Oomerbhoy.
of the few B e Bramhappa Tavanappanavar Privats Ltd.  Paka¥....oiosnivsnsmsors oo Tata Oil Miils Co. Ltd.
. R Chamundi. .. JMysore Vegetable Qit Products Ltd. p.ngh“,,,_,,,,,_,,,,_,___p,é,u, Vanaspati Mfg. Works
States w hie h ’jrﬂ ?uahly. . v.,'...,..GanesshoFl‘c,mr Mtj,lxlu go.std» Prabhiats. ur- osom oo Bliavaagar Vegetable Product Lid.
GOPAL.rurrecnans s mommeams.a-.8.Q. Vegetable Products  prakash., ... Margarine & Refined Oils Co. Private Ltd.

have ke p b di :*’:’;‘:,:': ALIOW.> voiie ”’s‘:';"(‘i':)"l";;”lg g"' ::::« l’::l:p..m:m...:?.....,............chetable Products Ltd.
(1 5 ‘4 * ’ crassebiaese M asrerstare SN 1 i . a 3 . .
abreast of targetted expendilure FADEE e e N Industeiss L1gl] 830k nsmsse: ‘Hindusthan Development Corpn. Ltd

and execution of plan projects
each year. Shri C. Subramaniaim,
Finance Minister, told pressimen
that no cut in the total allotment
of Es. 152 crores {or the State ¥as
contemplated.

VMA. 8450

Kalpa..BramhappaTavanappanavar(Mysore)Psivate Lt
Kamadhenu.............Mettur Chem. & Indl. Corpn. by
. wreseeModi Vanaspati Manufacturing C
«....Kusum Producis Lt
Vegetable Products Lt
...Hindusthan Lever Ltd

Sunflower.,w..~Western Indis Vegetable Products Ltd.
Swadeshi_,nmramn oo The Berar Swadeshi Vanaspati
B e 2t prsrememses SwWaiks Vanaspati Products Ltd.

WIHAL. smewsems e rsrsesmenss TUNEaDDadIR Industries Ltd.

L P T TR o Industries

Vitagl.onio . Vegsiable Vitamin Foods Co. Private Ltd.

npur Vegetabls Products LA o v waneinusnssmsms s sy o wn o/ JRAMRISWSS Industcins Led

The Vanaspati Manufactucecs” Assogiatisn of Indis
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"IN THE NEWS

METRIC MEASURES

/7
TOXACTLY 18 months after
introducing decimal coin-
age, India adopted on October 1
another member of the decimal
family—the metric system of
weights and measures. In this
system kilogram and meter are
the basic units of weight and
measure. Just over 17 chhataks
make one kilogram and one meter
roughly equals 1.1 yards. ..

The main virtue of this system
lies in its simplicity. Who does
not recall early school days when
in  memorising multiplication
tables, the table of 10 was the

easiest to reproduce? The metric
system is essentially a decimal
system, units of weight or mea-
sure going up in the ratio of ten.
Thus 10 grams make one deka
gram, 10 deka grams make one
hecto gram, and 10 hecto grams
make one kilogram. Similarly
one centimeter consists of 10 mii-
limeters, one decimeter of 10 cen-~
timeters and one meter of 10 deci-
meters.

At present there are 150 differ-
ent varieties of weights and mea-
sures in vogue in different parts
of India. Although the seer and
the maund are in common use,
- the weight of the seer varies from
24 to as many as 112 telas. In
several cases the seer or a com-
mon weight or measurc denotes
different things even within the
same district.

The need for a uniformn system
to end this chaotic state of affairs
was acutely felt when the Plan-
ning Commission undertook a
study of the problem in 1935. A
year later, Parliament passed le-
gislation to adopt the metric sys-
tem. Called the Standards of
Weights and Measures Act, 1956,
it lays down standards of length,
area, volume and mass to replace
the standards now in vogue.

A reform of this magnitude
cannot but be a slow process,
phased over a number of years.
To begin with, the introduction
of metric weights and measures
has been confined to trade in se-
lected areas in different States
and to major industries like cot-
ton textiles, iron and steel, engi-
neering, heavy chemicals, cement,
salt, paper and coffee.

Even in these selected areas
and industries, in order to pre-
vide for a smooth change-over,
the use of existing units has been
permitted until the end of Sept-
ember, 1960.

As the new system is gradual-
ly extended to larger areas and
to other branches of economic
activity, both in the public and
private sectors, there will again
bhe a transitional period of {wo or
three years, By the end of 1966,
the country will have completely
changed over to the metric Sys-
tem,

In the selected industries where
the new system has been intro-
duced from October 1, metric
units are being used in the pur-
chase of raw materials and sale
of produets. Prices and quanti-
ties are also cxpressed in metric
units in all sale and purchase
transactfons. The change is, how-
cver, limited to transactions bet-
ween the factories and their sup-
pliers and customers. Retail sale
in the products of these industries
has not been affected. (The
change-over was advanced by
three months in the case of the
jute indusiry to synchronise with
the beginning of the jute year
Irom July 1).

A phased programme is also
under way in Government de-
partments and undertakings.

The metric system in its pre-
sent form was fashioned soon
after the French Revoiution. But
it was not till 1840 (51 years after
the Revolution) that the metric
system could be fully enforced in
France. Since then the metric
system has been adopted legally
by 77 countries; it is optional in
16 countries and authorised in
four countries.

By adopting this system India
has fallen in line with nearly

.three-fourths of the world’s popu-

lation. Among the ceuntries
where it is in ferce many are in
Asia, seme of them India’s close
neighbours: Afghanistan, Cambo-
dia, China, Indenesia, Iran, Israel,
Japan, Jordan, the Philippines,
South Korea, South Vietnam,
Syria and Thailand.

The decimal system, on which
the metric system of weighis and
measures is based, was India’s
gift to the weorld. Some 2,000
years age, an Indian mathemati-
cian discovered the value of ‘¢’
and introduced what has now be-
come the universal system of
counting. In adepting the metrie
system, India therefore gees back
to her own heritage.

R. R. A,

RAMTIRTH BRAHMI OIL

Special Ne. 1. ( Regd.)

(Ayurvedic Medicine)

An Invaluable Hair & Brain Tonie
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foreign powers.

Our Poetic H eritage
ISLAM

NAZRUL

ITH eyes alert, and yet doleful,
I ramble up and down Thy ereation.

The least I behold fills my heart with pleasurable wonder.
So great art Thou! O Lord, so benign! perennir} source of

WITH body dust covered, Thy sons—
The mooringless waifs of this dusly Earth—
Solicit Thy judgment, I beseech you, answer, Father of man.

HE SUN, the Moon, and the Milky way in the yonder sky,
Carry Thy divine message thro’ the break of the dawn

THAT the fragrance of flower, the melodious notes of birds,

The succulent fruit, the fertile land,
The stream of water—the elixir of life,
The brilliance of day and the shade of night
Canopied by the calm welkin and embalimed by the zephyr;
From sceptre to seythe, all have equal right over them;
And they are never, never the monopoly of a few.
I beg you, answer, Father of man, is this not Thy Eternal

THE azure calm, covering this terrestrial plain, showers
Your gracious gifts of soothing rain and radiant glow.

Who they are that threaten Thy work all around

Brandishing destructive feats?

Will these not be avenged, O Lord, speak to our supplication,

Will not Good conquer Evil and Truth prevail?

AMONG the poets who have flourished in Bengal in the

post-Rabindranath eva, Kazi Nazrul Islam is outstanding.
He passed his boyhood days in Turkey through the turbulent
years of the First World War.
the Dbattle for freedom put up by the Turks against the

He was deeply influenced by

He is unique in Bengali literature for the poignancy ef
expression, the sweep of theme,
over the Islamiec and Hindu mythology and histery, Through-
g the song of India’s freedoin
and was imprisoned for & number of times during the British
rule for his nationalist activities.

out his poetic career he san

benediction!

and the dush:

Law?

Translated by S. C. Basu

grace of metre, and mastery

THE FOUR FIRS

(Continued from page 11)

them.  And if they harbour good
spirits they will gladly help us to
acquire learning.

“Brothers, if we act wisely to-
day the gods will be on our side.
How many of you will help me to
cut down the Four Firs??

Seven young men came forward
with axes and followed Ram
Singh up the hill. They laboured
with zeal and vigour, and one by
one the Four Firs crashed to the
ground. The villagers held their
breath. After the trees had been
felled they were surprised to note
that no calamity had overtaken
them; everything was just the
same. And then they knew that

Ram Singh had spoken the truth,
that his was a righteaus cause.

Next morning the villagers-will-
ingly flocked to help Ram Singh.
Each one of them devoted his free
labour and very soon the new
school house was standing. The
Government, seeing the great en-
thusiasm and initiative of the peco-
ple, helped by sending trained
teachers.

Eventually, the great day came
when the Deputy Commissioner
arrived to inaugurate the school.
To everyone's surprise he an-
nounced that it was decided to
hame it ‘The Ram Singh Middle
School’ in honour of its founder,

October 5, 1938

- YOJANA

15



YOJANA Dctober 3, 1008

;
l
b

Minor
KFdqamnecu g
o FPleqabsin-ax

AST Aucust heavy rains caused the viver
Sutlej to suddenly come in spate. The Go-

vind Sagar lake above Bhakra Danm was fitled up
rapidly. The water rushed down the two spill-
wayvs and damaged a portion of the dividing wall

on the spillway.

1 was found that the damacge extended to one
panel, 63 ft. long and a part of the second
panel 41 . long.  The wall way found to have
been sheared about 187 above the spillway foor
level. Only 700 cubic vards ol concrete will he
required to repair the damaged portion.

The damage cannot he noticed unless one’s
aitention is deawn le it. Besides. it is of very
litile consequence to the main structure of the
dam. Ounr engineers estimate that the total cost
of vepair (diverting the river. dredeing  and
reconsivicting the dividing wall) will be in the
vicinity of about 2 lakh rupces

We have been remarkably lucky with our
dums. Serions damages costing many croves ol
rupees have taken place in the construction ol
dams in the United Stafes. Russia and elsewhere

cu v B ant Singh and nabd

Covernoont ot India, Celi

By the Direcior o7 ohlic

and are considered normal hazards in the execu-
tion of such mammoth projects. -

Work on the Bhakra project is going accord-
ing to schedule. By next year the dam will have
risen another 166 feef and the waters of the Go-
vind Sagar lake will have taken the village
Bhakra which has <iven it the name and the
{own of Bilaspur in its fold. We will publish a
full story of this project and what it means to the
people. in a subsequent issue.

Ce Dyivision, Ministee of Information & Broadeasting,
¢ [unes ol India Press, 10, Daryaganj, Delhi




, REGD. NO D-876 UN. HELP TO INDIA

Fditor: KHUSHWANT SINGH

e —— }

o= o o e P o e e —— At = 4 o e i = o =

VOL. 1. NO. 20 , 1880 OCTOBER 19, 1938 10 NAYE PAISE

IN THIS ISSUE

SHANGRILA!

According to Dr. Raghu
Vira there is obviously some-
thing fundamentally wrong
with our Pfan and Planners,
thought and thinkers, be-
cause covidently the golden
cra is a long way off. He
offers a plan for India—one
which will ‘re-order the iife
of each of its members on a
hicher planc of existence,
the planc of civilized exist-
ence’. For details see page 3.

INDIA'S RURAL
LECONOMY

In the last of the series of
articles on the subject, Shri
Tarlok Singh has proved
that the assumption that
cstablishment of rural co-
operatives will lead to wider
: unemployment is a fallacy.
Ultimately the whole pur-
pose and aim of increased ag-
§ rieultural production, irriga-
tion and rural industry, is to
expand work opportunities.
With the scheme of cxten-
sion services, the community
developiacnt areas are build-
ing up represeniative insti-
{utions whose full scope is
yet to be seen.

Not enough emphasis i,
even at this stage, placed on
the suitable type of land re-
form and co-operaiion. Un-
less the existing unils and
existing business are con-
verted from individual to co-
operative basis, the neces-
sary efliciency and speed
will not be achieved in our
development Plans. (Sce
page 6).

;' ON OTHH#R PAGES | e ———ANXIOUS  EYES

1 Vilazes Bui ‘
ilages Built on Coal s . )
: as This woman may helong to any place. this child may be of any couniry. The anxious eyes

;‘ By Kusum Nair ! seem to ask a simple question: How long will man-made wars and God-sent calamities be inflict-
. A Q . av » 1 3 OTV m”?
Grdu Short Story ed on those who have donce nothing to deserve them!
y By Ali Abbas Husaini The nations of the world united on October 21 1945 to provide an answer (o this question. On
October 24. this yvear, we celebrate the Uanited Nations Day.

Know  your People—The

Wark N The various specialized agencies of the United Nations—the EPTA. FAO, ECOSOC, 1.0, ITU,
arhs. UNICEF, WHO. spent last year over 19 lakhs: on their numerous projects in India. India, alse
By Rama Mehia has sent out more than a hundred experts to lesser developed countries. (Sec page 7).

e




PLANNING FOR AGRICULTURE

Capitalists Against Community Development

INCE the beginning of this
year there has been a degree

of anxiety concerning the agricul-
tural prospects of the country and
their bearing on basic econcmice
development. This anxiety has
been shared at the highest lcvel,
Every attempt at thinking through
the problem of raising agricultural
production is, therefore, to be
welcomed. The latest proposals,
which have received considerable

_ publicity, are from four leading

businessmen and industrialists—
Shri B. P. Singh Roy, Shri C. H.
Bhabha, Shri B. M. Birla and Shri
Tulsidas Kilachand.

The proposals which these in-
dustrialists have made, deserve
attention, especially because of
the underlying assumptions that
the Community Development
and the National Extension
programme should be given
up. Instead, what is proposed
is that the country should
be divided into regional units
above the State level. In each
State every district should be
divided into 35 zones and each
zone into 50 villages. Two vil-
lages should constitute a unit to
be administered by one person to
be appointed by the State. The
responsibility which now rests
with State Governments—agri-
culture being a State subject—
should virtually shift to a Central
Minister of Food and Agriculture
who will be aided by an Advisory
Council of six and will have vast
powers to override the State.

The second major set of
assumptions concerns the organi-
sation of agriculture. It is pro-
posed that while there should be
no cooperative farming at all, in-
dividual peasants should join to-
gether in units of 100 acres for
tractor cultivation and in 10
years’ time the country should
produce a million tractors. Land
policy should be reconsidered,
that is, the land reform pro-
grammes should be given up.
Instead, large-scale mechanised
and scientific farming should be
developed by providing incentives
to individual farmers which, in
the nature of things, will be in-
centives for the larger farmers.

If these proposals had been put
forward 10 or 15 years ago,
there might have been some ex-
cuse for them. They come at a
time when the couniry, having
accomplished one Five Year Plan,
is working to fulfil a second and
is beginning to look ahead to a
third. As far back as 1956 the
agricultural targets for the second
Plan were revised. As against an
increase in agricultural produc-
tion of 17 per cent and in fcod
production of 16 per cent, the re-
vised targets set were 27.8 ver
cent and 24.6 per cent respec-
tively. These targets form part
of a larger perspective of doubl-

ing agricultural production in the
course of the next 10 or 15 years.
Our aim throughout is to imple-
ment these programmes in a co-
ordinated manner in all parts of
the country.

On the administrative side, ihe
main emphasis is on devising
means for reaching every viilage

- and every family and mobilisino

local resources and enthusiasm
for increasing agricultural pro-
duction and raising living star-
dards. New community projcets
are started as far as possible in
areas which have conditions
favourable for agricultural deve-
lopment. The greatest stress is
placed on building up village in-
stitutions, the panchayat and the
multi-purpose cooperative. With-
out enlisting local participation
and community effort on the
largest scale possible in such pro-
grammes as minor irrigation and
contour bunding, the agriculinral
effort of the country cannot fullv
be developed. Unless there is
integrated village planning, the
benefits of the various measures
taken do not accrue to all sections
of the community.

The development of agriculivre
and of rural areas generallv is a
vital part of the scheme of dowo-
cratic nalional development fo
which the country stands com-
mitled.

Measures of land reform and
cooperative development are in-
tended to create the right social,
economic and institutional frame-
work for agricultural develop.
ment. The increase of agricul-
tural production and the raising
of the agricultural efficiency have
and will have for a long time to
come, the first priority in national
planning. It is only in a climate
of social justice and integrated
community development that we
gan get our people to put in their

est.

The major national policies ave
now well established. The =2d-
ministration and local organi-
sations representing the people
have to be strengthened. The
people everywhere have to work
hard. It is not by substituting
capitalistic forms of development
without roots in the soil and un-
related to the human and sccial
problems of the people, {that
success is likely to be achieved.
It is by working intensively along
the lines which have been already
accepted by Parliament and by
all the Legislatures of the States
that we can hope for substantial
gains in agriculture and living
standards. At this phase of
India’s development there can
be no place for proposals which
mean going back to the capitalist
approach, in a sector where the
well-being of the masses can he
the only guiding principle.

OVER RS. 200 IN PRIZES
Yojana Essay Competition.

PEN to members of the University Planning Forums and
readers of Yojana only.

SUBJECTS
1. Reappraisal of the second Five Year Plan.
2. How to mobilise India’s internal resources?
3. Ways and means to improve India’s agricultural
production,
4. How to achieve second Plan employment targets?

PRIZES
A. For members of the University Planning Forums:

FIRST PRIZE . Rs. 100~

SECOND PRIZE . Rs. 75|«

THIRD PRIZE . Rs. 50/- :
Certificate of membership of Forum should accompany

entry.

B. For others:
Accepted essays will be paid at Rs. 40'- per 1000 words.

LANGUAGE: English or Hindi, typed in double space.
LENGTH 1000—1200 WORDS. LAST DATE: December
31, 1958. Envclopes should be marked “Yojana Essay Com-
petition.” Results will be ammounced in Yojana dated
January 11, 1959.
Note: Every entry should be accompanied by Yojana seal
given below.

ESSAY  COMPETITION
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THE

IDEAL

A Blue Print For The India

N general tevms one speaks of
social justice, equal oppor-
tunity for all, non-exploitation of
one class by another, and of more
equitable distribution of wealth.
Automatieally, onc subscribes to
them and slill when onc ap-
proaches a peasant, worker, or a
matriculate, one is unable to an-
swer his question: “What is the
plan for me, where is my work
and my bread?”

A national plan ought to be a
framework into which each indi-
vidual can {ind his place, into
which his life can grow. A na-
tional plan which demands sacri-
fices from a starving humanity,
sacrifices for an intangible abs-
tract concept, the nation, or for a
remote future, for a new genera-
tion of babes yet unborn, cannot
develop the people individually
and severally. A national plan
should be capable of rcovdering
the life of cach of its members on
a higher planc of existence. the
plane of a civilised existence.

Work for All

Psychologically as well as cco-
nomically the plan should pro-
vide for evervbody to build and
to produce dircctly to satisly his
own and his family's nceds.
Everybody’s future should be in
hig own hands. and his hands must
have the possibility tor suprenme
endeavour. There should be the
maximum of emplovment. When
there is work in atl directions, the
plan’s major objective becomes
the employment of every hand, so
that whatever can be achieved. is
achieved. No human arm should
remain limp with idleness.

There is ample backlog of work
for all hands, (or weeks, months,
vears and decades.

Decentralisation

Man is an elemental being, e
is capable ol releasing elemental
{orces as strong as those of cosmic

elements. Under central direc-
tion and leadership, maximum
decentralization would provide

cveryman wotk [or himself and
his family so that he may start
climbing the ladder of his own
ascension, so that he may con-
sume more and possess moie. In
building himself he would be
building the nation. There would
be complete transfigurvation of
man and socicly.
Village Housing

Planning {or the individual
peasant is where the nation must
begin. The peasant’s home, his
street, his field and his village is
to be re-ordered. A properly cons-
tructed home, allowing to every
person 200 to 300 sq. ft. of cover-
ed space in a planned street,
would be a proper start for the
new life of the peasant. The
home shall be the external ex-
pression of his new being. It
shall not only be his and his fami-
1y’s residence, but also the future
repository of his gains and be-
longings, the seat of his earthly
happiness, of his securily and
well-being. 1t would replace the
dirty, dingy hovels which dis-
figure the landscape of India. A
home with {our decent rooms
situated in a civilised neighbour-
hood is the nucleus round which

. the new developmental age will

dawn.

Holdings Mus( be Increased

Today the peasant owns small
fields, many of which are still

By Dr. RAGHU VIRA MP.

fragmented and spread cut. The
fragmented fields must be inte-
grated without much delay. with-
out much officiousness, und with-
out harrassment. The peasant’s
possessions of land are small
The number of peasants s
large. The economy of the
land has to bhe diversified. so that
the number of peasants is reduc-
ed and the holdings of those who
remain  peasants are increased.
The average holding ol an Ame-
rican farmer is of the order of
250 acres i.e. over 50 times of that
of an Indian peasant. Thc pro-
portion of an American fermer’s
income is well reflected by the
proportion of his holding.  The
Indian peasant cannot become a
compeer of the American farmer
with his miserable current hold-
ings.

Fixing a ceiling of 30 acres is
fixing a ceiling to the farmer’s in-
come and development.

When the fields are integrated,
streets will have to be straight-
encd and widened. Theyv would
have to be paved and metalled to
admit of two-lane traflic. Every
house will have to be allotted
suflicient space so that the dwel-
ler could lead a life oi personal
freedom and privacy.

Villages Small and Scattered

Villages are sinall anu seattered
even on the pluins. They are too

VILLAGE

Of Tomorrow

small and too far from each other
for allowing amenities ol civilised
life {o reach them, one and all
Villages need schoois, hospitals,
commercial  centres, transport,
means of recreation. It is our
duty to so plan the villages as to
make the {acilities of town-life
available 1o the peasants, other-
wise the inflow from the villages
to towns will go on creating
SIUTILS.

WHAT A VILLAGE SHOULD BE

If we take an area of about 150
si. miles it would be possible to
so plan the villages that ten small
units comprising 500 persons are
egrouped together and formed into
one bir village of about 5,000
They wounld not be far removed
from their fields. There would
be planned streets and schools.
Acain within this area of 150 sq.
miles, 10 or 12 of these big villages
could be so juxtaposed that they

could have comwmon shopping
centres. cinemas and  theatres,
educational  institutions, seed

stores and dairy farms. veteri-
nary hospitals and artificial in-
seminalion centres, a tractor sta-
tion. book shops, hardware shops,
in fact all that these villages may
need.  Polyvtechnice schools and
colleges would supply them intel-
lectual and industrial skills. This
biceer vunil, a fair town of 50 to
60 thousands. would be capable

of providing aand sustaining a
clevated level of civilised exisi
ence. The life of the peasan
would no longer be haunted b
fcar of robbery or by the tyrann
of petty police and revenue off
cials. The land of 5 lakh dilap
dated villages will be turned ove
into a land of five to six thousan
orderly towns. The towns woul
have industries, small, mediux
and big and thus help in divers
fyving the pattern of profession
It would be possible to take awa
from agriculture more and mo:
people into secondary and te
tiary sections of economy.

The Ideal

Democracy and Communisr
Individualism and Socialism wi
be harmonized in the service
the common man: The midd
way, the traditional way of I
dian philosophy, will take the I
dian mass to higher heights the
would be possible through ar
other system. There would |
consistent co-operation betwes
the farm and the factory, bloc
brothers will share in increasi
the produce of the farm and
working the factories, capit
would be spread out, every wor
ing hand will be a partner in {]
creation of wealth as well as
possessing it.  Those who ov
the means of production w
work not only for their person
gains but for the gains of tl
people as a whole. Labour w
raise its skill and productivil
Class animosities will be lessen
because the aim of every cls
will be the same, the attainme
of a common standard for all a:
sundry.  The individual’s pla
will be the core of the nation

(Continued on page 11)

...no fury like

a woinarmn

Ju:t a simple housewife
of prime portance to
than to scorn her opinions, ideas, suggestions -

for she knows best the peeds and requiremenia

of the homa.

To find out just what she wants, we

covet her wishes ars

scorned

s, We Know beter

. 1 / "
carry out marketing rescasch surcevs /‘:7

a'l over the countrv. Thus, itis the
housewife who sets muny of the

standards that tindustan Lever prodicia

must measure up to,

To ensure that these stendacds acz rigifie
maintained, qualily is checked and coptrofied
atf every staze of manuf
are able to supply your home wity the quatiiy

products that you need.

HINDUSTAN LEVER

-3 BT &

cieeg, In this way, we

SERVES THE HOME

October 19, 1958
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TALKING OF AGE

FHERE have been many birth-
days at home and abroad
2cently, reminding us that three
ore and ten has ceased to be a
articularly advanced age.

President Rajendra Prasad,

r. Radhakrishnan 70, and Pandit
ant 71, all had their birthdays
st month, and they all have
any more years ol activity in
em. Prime Minister Nechru
ho will be seventy next year,
cently told us that he doesn't at
1 feel 69 but he has to helicve
because of evidence that can-
ot be disproved.

Of others who {urned the
venty mark recently, are T. S.
iot, the Elder Statesman of
etters, and Fenner Brockway
ho used to be called M.P. ior
dia and is now M.P. for Alvica.
oing ten more than seventy wos
pton  Sinclair, documentary
velist who has stitred the eme-
ms of countless people outside
s own homeland, U.S.A.

Youth today is not as much
ven to blaming the world’s ills
L age as in the inter-war yoais.
all statesmen are still old, most
mb-making  scientists  come
om the younger men! That is
e reason. For the other, the
erage age is going up in oll
untries which have good medii-
1 services. And the centre of
adership gravity is shitting un-
ard in terms of age. Toda
aders in America and Rusala,
r instance, are much older hsn
e men who made the revolution
either land.

The truth about youth and 2ve
that one need not feecl old it
e has work to do. Sir Winston
wurchill abroad and Dr. Ka:ve
d Dr. Visvesvaraya at hoie
wve demonsirated this to us. On
s 98th birthday last month. Dr.
svesvaraya wanted the couniry
adopt a twelve-point code nf
nduct, the substance of which
3s more  work, move honest
ork and more cheerful work.

These men, the makers of ‘he
ads of the mind, have miles {o
 before they sleep, for they still
ve promises to keep.

S

NOMINAL CHANGE

OMBAY'S Mayor

disposed what a municipal
uncillor had proposed: thot
iparibaugh Road, in the heart of
e city’s labour area, be named
ter Nagy, the executed ¢x-
emier of Hungary.
Politics and personalities apart,
e incident throws light on our
aze for renaming roads.

Let’s take the four major cilies
\d see how it has worked out:

Calcutta: Clive Street renamed
etaji Bose Street — not caught
., Central Avenue (northorn
1f) renamed Jatindra Mohan
venue—the taxi drivers scraich
eir head. Bow Bazar renamed
epin Behari Ganguly Road—mot

reccnily

caught on.

Bombay: Hornby Road re-
named Dadabhai Naoroji Road-—
seldom used. Churchgate Street
renamed Veer Nariman Road —
only in the husiness advertise-

ments. Marine Drive renamed
Netaji Subhas Chandra DBose
load—one finds it out. Send-

hurst Road renamed Sardar Val-

Jabhbhai  Patel Road —- used
sparingly.

Madras: China Bazar renamed
Netaji  Subhas  Chandra Bose

Road—not in speech but on signs.
Delhi:  Queenswav  renamed
Jan Path— used and liked.

¥ most of these new names
have failed to click, whose fault
is it? Does it mean our people
do not cere for the leaders who
motdled them? On the contrary,
it merely mecans that these aids
are not required for the respect
they have for those illusirious
names.

People’s lukewarmness for {He
new names is a clear disapproval
of one of our dear national pas-
times--that of using the long word
where the short would do. Marine
Drive is apter and more dascrip-
tive of the place than Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Road. The
new names stav where they are
casier—as with Jan Path.

A little  while after the
Mahatma’s martyrdom, Prime
Minister Nchru cautioned us
against taking Gandhiji’s name
too often and using it for roads,
squares and public meetings. He
called it a very cheap form of
memorial requiring no expense or
exccution.  “Most of us will
then live in Gandhi Roads, in
Gandhinagar and Ga ndmmams,
he had said.

While renaming places, one de
cision at least has to he welcomed.
The housing colonies that Govern
ment has built for its employces

reflected the type of mind that
New Delhi produces. Chaprasis
had to live in Sevanagar, clerks
and the small fry in Vinay Nagar,
while the higher and mightier re-
sided in Man Nagar and Shan
Naganr.

It was almost like the old days
in the railways when Females’
travelled third, ‘Women’ travelled
Inter and ‘La.dies’ travelled First
and Second.

But this official caste system
has been happily revised, at least
in name. These areas are now
to commemorate Kidwai, Ansari,
Sarojini Naidu and other leaders
of yesterday.

But Delhi has humour in
addition to hierarchy. There
are roads which are one thing
to the man who reads Eng-
lish and another to the man who
reads only Hindi. What is Tantia
Tope Marg in Hindi is Magazine
Road in Ennhsh The Circular
Road of Englmh is Gokhale Marg
in Hindi. The Chattra Marg in
Nagri script is Probyn Road in
English. And the two sets of
names are in every case inscribed
on the same slab.

And for those who do not knaw,
there is a Wall Street in Delli
Only, it is calicd Wall Marg.

H.Y.S.
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€4 FUST a minute. Let me go

and put on my shirt.,” This
from Krishnasamy Padayachi,
the leader of the village, New
Kooraipettai. I had just been in-
troduced to him, a thin griselled
old man, with grey hair and an
unshaven chin, with just a towel
wrapped round his waist.  He
returned—with a broad smile—in
a crumpled new shirt which he
must have taken out of his box
and a more sizeable dhoti and
chappals. And then he showed
me round the village, a brand new
village, created because its origi-
nal site, 12 miles away, stands
directly above a seam of lignite
which will be excavated shortly.
The original Kooraipettai where
Krishnasamy and the rest of its
3,500 residents had lived for gen-
erations untold, will become then
simply an anonyraous heap of
earth and rubble. Kooraipetitai
is simply the first of some 25
villages which will have to be
shifted in this manner in the near
tulure.

The scheme to exploit the lig-
nite estimated to lie in a 100 sq.
mile belt in this region of South
Avcoi district, is known by the
now famous name of Neyveli Lig-
nite Project. It is the biggest un-
dertaking in Madras State and
one of the biggest in India, due
to be completed by 1961-62, at a
cost of about 75 crores of rupees.

WHAT IS LIGNITL?

What is Hgnite? It is an infe-
rior type of coal, brown in coleur,
licht and friable. This southern
sinie is lacking unforiunately in
deposils of coal, and almost all its
supplies have to be transported
from Bengal and Bihar collieries,
over 1,000 miles away and natu-
rally at considerable cost.  The
Siate’s present reguirements are
about 3 million tons per annun.
1t is able to get only {wo-thirds
of it.

Moreover, Madras State is deve-
loping at a very rapid pace. It is
both power and water hungry.
The demand is far outstripping
the available and polential sup-
plies. Hydel sources are limited
and practically exhausted. There
are no rivers left to tap. Even
now, a power cut ranging from 25
to 50 per cent for nearly four
months in the year, has become
almost a regular {eature in this
State, due to inadequate rains and
shortage in stored supplies in the
Teservoirs.

Even in a normal vear the defi-
cit in power supplv is 65,000
K.Ws. In another ten years the
Siate’s requirements are expect-
ed to more than double the
present demand of 213,000 K. Ws.
Where will it come from?

THE BEGINNING OF NEYVELL

Therefore. it has been decided
to utilise the Lisnite deposits at
Neyveli. Investications  have
been geing on since 1943, the de-
posits having been ‘noticed’ some-
what earlier while drilling wells
in this region for water supply.

Work on the pilot quarry, how-
ever, was started only four years
ago. The quality of this lignite,
[ understand, is one of the hest in
the world, better than that found
in Germany or Australia and the
reserves are estimated at a safe
2,000 million tons. They should
survive at least four centuries of
continnous exploitation.
WHAT NEYVELI AIMS TO DO?
It was in 1955 that the Central
Government took over the finan-
cial and administrative responsi-
bilily of this project. In the fol-
lowing year the ‘Neyveli Lignite
Corporation (Private) Ltd.,” was

25 VILLAGES BUILT
ON COAL

Water Under The Lignite Seam
To Feed Neyveli Thermal Plant

tes, 43,000 tons of char dust, 6,400
tons of motor spirit, 51,300 tons of
tar and 1,032 tons of phenol—all
very valuable for various indus-
trial purposes. The carbonised
briquettes will furnish a useful
smokeless fuel, ideal for domestir
‘chulas’ as well as for industrial
plants. There is also  excellent
China clay close to and above the
surface of the lignite. It will in
any case have to be removed dur-
ing the mining operations. It will
be used for the manufacture of
insulators, refractories, pipes and
crockery ete.
SCENLE AT THE MINING SITE
Already what was till recently
a vast streteh of slightly undulat-
ing land, harsh and dry with only
a scanty scrub growth, extreme-
1y backward, poor and sparsely
populated, is now splattered over
with huge and latest machinery,

By KUSUM NARR

constituled as an autonomous but
an entirely government concern
and an integrated scheme for
development was finalised. Kt
contemplates mining 3'2 million
tons of lignite per annum. This
will be processed and utilised to
generate electricity, the installed
capacity of the Thermal Power
Station being  250,000K.W. A
Fertiliser plant to manufacture
precious urea with a nitrogen con-
tent of 70,000 tons per annum, will
also be set up—it will be one of
the largest in the world. Besides,
the briquetting and carbonising
of some of the lignite would yield
380,000 tons of carbonised briquet-

new buildings and  tremendous
activity in an atmosphere of high
pressure urgency. Where there
were only small clusters of small
earthen thatch-roofed huts,
there arc now giant erection
sheds, huge cranes, loaders, sho-
vels, dumper trucks, bull-dozers
and of course the inevitable jeep,
constantly on the move working
a double shift. The third shift
is at night and is devoted entirely
to maintenance, when all the ma-
chinery is carefully washed and
serviced. .

Progress X

Till the Ist of last April, 3.6 mil-

lion cubic yards of the upper soil
had been removed with the assis-
tance of these machines—no mae
nual labour. Whatever the figure
may mean, the spoil heap as it
is called looks like a sizeable hill
already and nearly ten times the
quantity has yet to be excavated
and piled up on the same heap
before the first seam of lignite
is reached, nearly 180 feet below
the surface.

Method

The mining is to be done by the
open cast method which means
the entire top crust above the
lignite will have to be removed,
Work on the first mine cut has
already commenced. It looks like
a huge amphitheatre 6,100 feet by
950 feet in three steps. The ex-
posed surface is not black as in
the coal mining areas, but a beau-
tiful delicate pink and yellow with
streaks of purple. The actual
mining operation will also be
totally mechanised and conducted
with Bucket Wheel Excavators,
Slewable Spreaders and Belt Con-
veyors. They will dig and convey
the lignite to the factory—all in
a single continuous operation.

Water Under The Coal

Fortunately or unfortunately,
directly under the lignite is also

an artesian basin of water. If a

hole of about 235 feet is bored a
huge stream of water will rush
out to the surface automatically.
Surrounding fields are being pre-
sently irrigated by such artesian

(Continued om page 13)

The Pilot Proisct: This pit was dug first to find out

the nature of lignite available at Neyvelr.
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INDIA’S RURAL ECONOMY

(IV)

Cooperation In Every Sphere

By TARLOK SINGH

THE doubt is often expressed
whether the pooling of small
holdings into large co-operative
units may further accentuate the
problem of roral emplovment.
Fo put forward the plea that the
larger wnits will merely involve
the throwing out of surplus lab-
our lcading to a condition worse
than that of disguis:d uncinploy-
ment is to assume an altogether
static picture. In {heory, il was
always clear that if manpower
resources could he pooled, .they
vould be put to a variely of tasks
not previously undertaken, pro-
vided food supply and credit to
nmeet the wages hill were avail-
able. The experience of China
since the organisation of agrarian
ca-operatives has provided conclu-
sive practical proof of this fact.
Manpower Resources

It will be readily agreed that on
the whole in Indian ayriculiuve
Mmanpower resources are not eme-
ployed intensively. In part, this
is due to the dependence on rain-
fall, thc small size of heldinga.
excessive numbers on lend and
the character of the seasons. In
part also this is due to the fact
that where agriculture iz under-
taken through small  peasant
holdings, it is extraordinarily
difficult to organise the use of
manpower resources in the com-
mon interest of the community
as a whole. This has heen one
of the main reasons for the small
success achieved in the minor
irrigation  programmes  of the
past decade. It is true that even
with individual farming, sivenr
village planning and an espand-
ing community cliort, there is
scope for better use of the local
manpower resources and all pos-
sible steps in this direction are
to be supported. It should be
stressed, however, that in a nue-
dominantly agricultural economy
in which there is heavy pressure
on land, the maximum use of
manpower resources cannot be
achieved within the exijsting sys-
tem of agriculture. In relation
to the development of the nation-
al economy, this is another way
of saying that by far the most
important resource available to
the country will remain under-
utilised so long as the grealer
part of agriculture is not organis-
ed along co-operative lines. Thus,
the rate at which village planning
and co-operative farming develop
will determine in a substantial
degree the rate at which the
economy as a whole develops.
Using Rural Manpower

It should also he added that
with village planning and co-
operative farming, the com-
munity assumes an oblisation to
provide work to everyone willing
to work. This creales hoth a
pressure for briiging into exis-
tence new forms of work and
services and the means, as part
of area planning and national
planning, for meeting the demand
for new work opportunities. Full
employment of rural manpower

and reduction in the proporiion.

of the population dependent on
cultivation are difficult aims to
achieve even under the most ‘fav-
ourable circumstances. Without
the organisation of eo-operative
farming and the development of
eo-operative village managoment
as part of a wider scheme of avea
planning, these coals are nat
merely distant hut are bevond
the capaeity of the rural econcmy
‘o achieve.

Co-operative Marketing

The third important aspect of
the institutional framework of
the rural ecconomy concerns tie
organisation of rural trade, moy-
keting and processing. Over the
years a system comprising mai-
kets for foodgrains and other
crops, traders and commission
agents and entreprencurs owning
processing nlants has comea inio
existence in all paris of the coun-
try. As with the prevailing svs-
tem of agriculture, these instivr-
tions arc also [requently accepted
as lasting and inevitable. Thore
is little doubt that i1 their time
these institutions have served fo
expand the economy of ruinl
arcas.  In larce pa-t, howevor,
thev have now out-lived their pe-
riod of services and nced 10 pass
through a  process of  radiceal
change along with the agricultur-
al cconomy itselt. In a co-opera-
tive ruwral cconomy there would
not only be an increasinge desrvee
ol co-operative culiivation  but
also an increasing deovee of mar-
keting  of  agricultural produce,
distribution in rural arcas and
processing of agricultural com-
modities  would be undertalien
through  co-operative  oreonisa-
tions.

Co-ops Can Control Prices

In point of sequence and sicni-
ficance it is even more urgent 1o
complete the transfer of the bhulk
of trade and processing activily
from individual into co-operative
hands in the course of the next
decade than if is to complete the
transformation  of  auriculture
from the individua!l to the co-
operative  basis. This  priovity
arises from scveral factors of
which the three most hmiportant
are the management ot the faod
problem in the interest of staady
economic development., the pro-
blem of rural credit and the
maintenance ol stable avsiculiur-
al prices. Ir recent vears, one
of the principal arcss in which
there has been a wide gap be-
fween what was intended in the
Plang and what accurred in prac-
tice is that of agricultural worice
policy. It is now clear thai the
development of co-operative mar-
keting, distribution and process-
ing are essential no less in the
interest of the ruwal com-
munity than in the inter-
est of the national economy
as a whole. Another aspect de-
serving of menticn is that a ce-
operative rural economy in which
the profits of trade and industry
belong to the rural population
(as in Yugoslavia) is likelv to
provide to them the means
for the expansion of edu-
cation and secial services which
it is bevond the power of
Government budsets to establish
to any adequate degree for manv
years to come.

GAPS IN INCOMES

Recent studies of wmigration
from rural te uvhan arecas have
shown that as at present ergan-
ised rural society fails te eoffer
adequate work opportunities ci-
ther to unskilled workers or to
those whe have education, skills
and ambition. The Tatter there-
fore tend to move into towns.
To an extent this must affect the
rate of ecenomic progress in ru-
ral areas. Altheugh the sfatisti-
eal data available are meagre, it is
fairly apparent tat as indusirial
development proceeds the eap
hetween urhan and rural incomes

is likely to widen further and
more rapidly. In the existing
rural economy there are no fae-
tors at work which will counter-
act this trend. An expanding
rural economy should provide not
only for larger employment op-
portunities but also for a fair pra-
portion of jobs al income levels
which are at least comparable,
after allowing for rural living
conditions, with those in wrban
areas. A planned rural economy
organised on co-operative lines
alone can meet this fest.

Co-operatives—The Only
Answer

The main programmes of deve-
lopment which are now uuder
way bear divectly or indirectly on
the major problems which have
been  briefly discussed above.
Thus, it is the aim of agricultura
production, irrigation and rural
imdustry and other technical pro-
grammes to raise productivity,
promote intensive  agriculture
and cxpand work opportun;ties.
To achieve these goals, on the one
hand. the network of extension
services is being strengsthened
and, on the other, an attempt is
being made, specially in commu-
nity project areas, to build up
representative institutions.  The
various  technical programmes
will be further improved as it is
widely recognised that their full

potential by way of inereased pre-
duction and employment is not
yet being realised.

The main weaknesses at nre-
sent lie in the kelds of land re-
form and co-operation. In the
case of land reform, these zre
related to the partial fulfilment
of tasks set out in the second
Plan. In the case of co-operation,
however, the objectives set out in
the Plan need to be greatly en-
larged and made more conerete
and what will amount to a new
and more dynamic plan formu-
Iated. In particular, the trans-
formation of the rural economy
through agrarian eo-opcratives
and the organisation of co-opera-
tive marketing, distribution and
processing, should now be placed
right at the centre of the national
plan. Such transformation in-
volves the setting up of new units
as well as the progressive eonver-
sion of existing wnits and existing
business from individual te e¢e-
operative basis. Programmes of
co-operative  development on
these lines, supported by effective
land reform and teehnical pro-
grammes, are calculated to make
a direct attack on the fundament-
al problems of the rural economy.
In this respect the efforts now
under way fall short of the mini-
mum requirements in speed and
intensity of action.

(Concluded)

m July 1959,

PERMANENT REGULAR COMMISSION
GRADUATES COURSE JULY 1959.

MILITARY COLLEGE, DEHRA DUN

Applications are invited for Permanent Regular Commissions in
the Corps of Eagincers. Signals and Electrical and Mechanical Engi-
neers and the Army Educational Corps for the eourse commencing

AGE LIMITS:— (a) For Engrs/Sigs/EME--Candidate must
have been horn not carlier than 2ud July 1932 and not later than
st July 1939, (h) For AEC—Candidate must have hecn horn not
curlier than 2nd July 1932 and not later than 1st July 1936.

MINIMUM EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS: — (a) Engrs,
Signals, EME-—(i) A degree/diploma in Civil, Electrical, Mechanical
or Telccommunication Engineering recognized by the Institution of
Engincers (India) in c¢xemption of passing their Associate Member-
ship Examination, OR (ii) Any other degree or diploma in Electrical,
Mechanical, Civil and Teleesmmunication Engineering recognised by
the Ministry of Education for recruitment to superior posts under
Central Government. OR (iii) M.Se. (Tech) in Radio FEngineering
and Eleetronics of College of Science and Technology, CALCUTTA.
QR (iv) Diploma in Electronies (DMIT) of MADIIAS Institute of
Technology, MADRAS. (b) Army Educational Corps—(i) An
3}1.1}../M.S.c. degree of a recognized University in first and second
divigion in Physjcs, Chemistry, Mathematies and Englich plus a
degree/diploma in teaching; OR (i) An M.A./M.So. degree of a
recognized University in first and seccond division in Physics,
Chemistry, Mathematics and English with at Jeast 3 vears' experi-
ence of teaching in a Higher Secondary School/College/University.

Nori:— Candidatg‘s who have appeared or intend to appear at
. examination the passing of which would render
them cligible may also apply.

SELECTION, TRAINING AND COMMISSIONING: — Eligible
%ax]ldxtdadtes x:;]}]tbe 1}111ter\71e\ved by a Scrvices Selection Board.
weected candidates will undergo a one-year course at {he MILITARY
COLLEGE, DEHRA DUN, on suceessful completion of which they
will be granted a regular commission in the rank of Second Lieute-
nant, Those who are graduates in Engineering may be granted

PI‘QVJ_S]O!I:II Short Sc~1_'vicc Regtg]ar Commission for the period of their
rainmg, on completion of which they will be pranted a Permanent
Regular Commission, and an ante-date of approximalely two years
in accordance with the preseribed rules. .

APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF VACANCIES

(a) Corps of Engineers .. e .o 48
(b) Corps of Signals .. .. .. 1
(e) Corps of Electrical and Mochanical Enginecring 32
(d)  Army Educational Corps .. .o .. 7

Application form and full particulars can be had free on ap'ﬁ)}i—
cation from ARMY HEADQUARTERS, Adjutant General's Branch,
ORG 6(SP) (b) DHQ PO NEW DELHI-11.

LAST DATE FOR RECEIPT OF APPLICATIONS
For candidates residing in India 28th November, 1958

For candidates in the employ of
Government

For candidates residing abroad

29th December, 1958
23rd January, 1959
DA-58/228
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WHOU equipment helps to treal Indian T.B. potient,

United Nalions Role In
India’s Developmeni Plan

NDIA is engaged in a gigantic
cflort for raising the standavd

of living of her peopic. With her
vears of backlog, it is obvicus
that this effort cannot yicld re-
sults speedily encugh to be effec-
tive, if India were {0 be left to
her own resources. Co-operation
from countries with more deve-
loped economy is essential for the
success of India’s economic plan.

IFertunately for wus, the post-
World War II period seems to
have developed into one of in-
ternational economic e¢o-opera-
tion, despite the many political
tensions that exist today. In line
with this development, India has
lhe benefit of a variety of aids in
implementing her economic plans.

There is a feeling today, shared
also by India, that all international
economic assistance should be
channelled through the United
Nations, so that it may escape the
limitations of real or suspected
political overtones which a bilate-
ral aid can hardly escape. In this
context, the United Nations’ Tech-
nical Assistance Programme, ac-
quires special significance.

U.N. AIDS TO INDIA

United Nations’ assistance is
received by India through several
means.

First, the aid given by
United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) which is for the speci-
fic purpose of child and mother

vwelfare and {o a certamn extent
public health.

Secondly, regular programmes
of technical assistance of the
United Nations and its specialized
agencies like the World Health
Organization (WHO). Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO)
and others. EPTA’s raison d'etre
is to try to bridge the gulf be-
tween the well-to-do countries
and nations which remain under-
developed

EPTA

The United Nations General As-
sembly approved an ECOSOC
resolution in December 1949
which initiated an Expanded Pro-
gramme of Technical Assistance
and established a Technical Assis-
tance Board to run it. Here were
defined not only the objectives of
the programme but also its prine
ciples. It is important to em-
phasize here that EPTA came in
additon to the work being dore
by the U.N. and the specialized
agencies under their own budgets.
The regular programmes thus
continue to function.

With the launching of EPTA all
the governments which were
members either of the UN. or
any of its seven specialized
agencies were invited to make
voluntary contributions to a spe-
cial account. These Specialized
Agencies are:

Tood and Agriculiure Organi-
zation (FAQ)

International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAQ)

International Labour Organiza-«
tion (1LO)

United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Orga-
nization (UNESCO)

International Telecommunica-
tion Union (ITU)

World Health Organization
(WHO)

World Meteorological Organiza-
tion (WMO)

The following table gives de-

tails of the assistance provided
to India under EPTA in 1957:

Total Project

Costs
UNTAA 698,660
v 1,850
ILO 100,212
FAQ 413,444
UNESCO 308,953
ICAO 12,231
WHO 371,263
Country Total 1,906613

The Economic and Social Coun-
cil of the United Nations took
care to insure that EPTA aid
would be completely above sus-
picion. It was laid down, for in-
stance, that assistance would be
rendered only at the request of
the governments eoncerned.

The United Nations and sever
of the specialized agencies men
tioned above share in the fund:
available each year to operat
jointly the Expanded Programms
of Technical Assistance. The
United Nations has created it
own Technical Assistance Ad
ministration (UNTAA) withi
the Secretariat, and each of th
participating agencies has mad
arrangements to plan and carr
out the projects that fall withi
its field of competence.

Now we come to the details o
actual fields in which India re
ceived United Nations technica
assistance and the extent ¢
which this aid was given,

UN. Aid in 1957

Taking the year 1957, for whic!
detailed figures are available, w
see that India received the larges
share of EPTA aid. The tots
spent on India under the Expand
ed Programme amounted t
$1,906,613 (approximately R
90,79,290) representing the cost ¢
138 experts working in India, 12
fellows sent abroad and abot
$50,000 (Rs. 2,38,100) worth
equipment provided. The imple
mentation of the programme wa
the responsibility of seven partic
pating agencies. The U.N. Tecl
nical Assistance Administratio
had for its share 35 per cent; FA(
22 per cent; WHO 19 per cen
UNESCO 16 per cent; ILO 6 p¢
cent; and ICAO and ITU the re
maining 2 per cent.

But India herself has been a
outstanding partner in the worlc
wide operations of the Expande
Programme. This country he
been the foremost example of t&
two-way flow of skills and exper
ence. India’s 1957 contribution 1
Special Account was $500,00
She also spent $239,993 last ye:
towards the local living expense
of the experts. In 1957, one hws
dred Indian experts were workir
in some 25 countries. Beside
India has alse played host to mo:
than 500 fellows since the ince
tion of the programme.

SUNFED

What of the future? A res
lution passed by the last Gener
Assemibly  recognized EPTA
“proven effectiveness” in promc
ing economic development. B
it also realized its limitations.

It therefore decided, subject
certain basic conditions, to esta
lish a Special United Natio
Fund for Economic Developme
to “provide systematic and su
tained assistance in fields esse
tial to the integrated technic:
economic and social developme

The Special Fund is a logic
development of the ideas th
prompted the U.N. Charter, tl
Regular Programmes of the U.
and the specialized agencies a
EPTA. The Special Fund mu
succeed, as EPTA has succeede
With the realization that m

(Expressed in US Dollars)

No.of Ex- No. of Equipment a
perts Fellows Supplies
Z‘i 76 311,878
10 15 16,361
43 8 49,870
25 6 82,721
2 1 —_—
35 21 80,595
138 127 499,425

everywhere have the right to
reasonable share of life’s joys ai
comforts comes the urgency
work for the ideal. The wor
cannot be split into a prospero
half and a poor half.

(Contributied)
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Miss New Delhi

In Delhi

University

By PROMILLA 1AL

COLLEGE girl has many

problems, ranging {rom {rans-

port difficulties to ‘Going Steady’
irouble.

Actually, transport is as big
a problem for men students as for
us. Since chivalry died a na-
tural death, boys simply force
their way into the buses, some-
times knocking girls over. But
this is the least of our troublcs.

The majority of students in the
Declhi University are dependent
on the D.T.U. for transport. The
D.T.U. is at the best of times a
bad business; we wait for hours
for buses to come. When at last
they do turn up they are so over-
crowded that, either they don't
stop, or just one or two people
are allowed to get in. And of
course the girls don't stand the
ghost of a chance. The boys push
us out and get in.

I mentioned this to some boys,
and one of them said, “You girls
keep harping, on equality bet-
ween the sexes, and vou also ex«
pect to be treated like delicate
pieces of china; we get up for old
people and women carrying small
children, not for healthy young
girls.” I menticned it to a girl
iriend. She remarked that she
didn't know why we kept deman-
ding equality, “women are supe-
rior,” she said, “mentally. Phy-
sically we are the weaker sex and
expect respect, courtesy and good=
manners.”

The most serious objection to
iravelling by public buses is the
enormous wasle of time for those
who live in New Delhi. Some-
times three or four hours are
wasted in travel. This is outra-
cgeous. And when we do finally
get home, we are so exhausted,
that it is impossible to do any
work.

* . *

Tn a co-educational institution,
where there is an overwhelming
majority of boys, a girl has a
hard time adjusting herself and
learning how to face remarks
both admiring and rude, the
stares, the jeers and the teasing,

A f{riend of mine from one &2

the other co-ed. colleges was teli-
ing me that there was absolutely
no sense of delicacy or respect
shown to the girls. ‘It is so awful
to walk into a class where there
are about fifteen boys to one girl,
and to know that every male
eye is on vou, and every male
tongue is gefting ready to say
something,” she said. Of course
there are advantages too. In
these co-ed. institutions girls learn
how to conduct themselves natu-
rally in male company, and there
is none of the awkwardness and
embarrassment that givls {rom
purely woren's colleges suffer.

*

Colleges for women only do
have some scope for sport, but
there is little chance of improv-
ing a game one is interested in.
Most of us who are really keen on
games, devclop our talent outside
college.

£

Another serious problem is that

our Universitics have not  vet
learnt {o treat us like voung
growing women. We have left
the school-girl stage behind. We

are young women going to col-
lege, not merely to get a B.A.
degree as an added qualification
in the marriage market, (though
alas this slill too often counts),

A great many of us waat to
learn liow to think for ourselves,
to learin how to stand on our feet,
to build eur characters into a
solid something and not a submis-
sive waiting to be ruled over by
a husband as we are by our pa-
rents,

If onlvy College autherities
would see this, and realize that
we are no longer children, but
growing men and women, and
want to be treated as such. there
would be no strikes and unplea-
santness.

Rebellion among students, and
especially girls, is wrong. It goes
against the grain to be antagonis-
tic to people so much superior
in learning and knowledge, people
who teach us, and do their best
for us. But teachers must move
with the times, or else trouble is
inevitable,

THE IDEAL VILLAGE

(Continued from page 3)

effort. All major and expensive
projects will play an ancillary
role, and will become more im-
portant as they supply the means
for achievingg the objectives of
the individual’s plans.

The planners of the first and
sccond Five Year Plans have pro-
mised a doubling of the indivi-
dual’s income after 27 years. That
is something which will inspire
no people. There is so much un-
wtilised energy in the country
that the tempo of development
must be quicker. It would be
possible only when the indivi-
duals are turned into so many
centres of development leading
to advancement in a geometric
progression. India is lagging be-
hind by 150 years. This time-lag
has to be made up. The inertia
and the dissatisfaction, lowly
fatalism and wallowing in mud
must be replaced by action and
joy of achievement. The masses
will consume more food, more
clothing and their demands for
numerous goods will create a new
climate for developing industries.

Unemployment will go. There
will be no special measures
necessary to fight it.

Irrigation

Before starting on this vast
venture on the gigantic scale that
is offered by 360 millions of hu-
manity and 12 lakhs of sq. miles,
the country has to fulfill its agri-
cultural requirements, so that its
surpluses will feed the growing
population and advancing indus-
tries. The greatest need of
India’s agriculture is proper irri-
gation, getting over the tyrannies
of droughts and floods. Happily
the solution of water problem is
labour intensive. India does not
have to depend too much on for-
eign exchange. India has al-
ready in hand several projects of
major irrigation works. Their
waters are not vet fully utilised.
Hish {axes and betterment levies
are standing in the way of the
parched fields to quench their
thirst of centuries. Let the taxes
and levies be waived aside for
the time being.

Besides the major irrigation
projects it is the minor irriga-
tion works that will serve the
vast majority of the peasants.
The investment is small and the
results are attainable within a
few months. Desilting of old
tanks, digging of wells, harness-
ing of rain waters that flow
through rivulets, will keep the
villages busy. Each peasant will
be doing something which he un-
derstands to be for his good and
whose benefits he can reap with-
in the same year. Minor irriga-
tion works are the first great need
of India’s agriculture.

Together with irrigation, good
seeds, better implements, im-
proved cattle, better utilization
of green manure and the use of
chemical fertilizers will all go to
doubling and trebling of our farm
products. Seed farms, manufac-
tural implements and fertilizers
and improving the breeds of cat-
tle will be in urgent demand.

Planned villages will need the
immediate construction of pucca
homes and roads. Their em-
ployment potential, again, is en-
ormous.

Building of homes and roads
needs a rapid development of
house-building industries, iron,
coal, cement and road vehicles.

Most of the above requirements
will be met by domestic finance
and by the utilisation of unutie
lised energy. India will have to

learn to build her machines 'fiera
self. Our dependence on imports
will be limited to the value of our
exports.

The present machinery of ads
ministration is not constructed
for achievement. Vast changes
will have to be introduced in ade
ministration which will have to
be simplified and activised in the
new direction. The - qualifica-

tions for retrenchment will not’

be mainly academical but such as
may be termed to be the quali-
ficaions of leadership, integrity,
organisation and achievement.

The laws of the land will alse
have to be reviewed and remodel.
led. The system of taxation, re
lations of labour and capital as
well as the system of education
will have a different aim than
they have now. It will be the
aim of all of them to help the
development of India’s millions
to a richer, happier and healthier
life, ever progressing so that ene
day, and that within a generation,
India takes her place of pride and
equality among the first rank of
nations.

OVER 4 LAKH GRAM
SAHAYAKS TRAINED

ORE than 4,38,000 Gram saha-

yaks were trained at 9,475
camps held in blocks all over the
country during nine
ending June 1958 wunder the
programme of training of Gram
Sahayaks (i.e. functional vile
lage leaders) which was launche

ed on October 2, 1957. The
tempo of the training pro-
gramme increased perceptibly,

during July, August and Septem-
ber, and it is hoped that when the
final figures of the Gram Saha-
yaks trained during these three
months are also received, the tar-
get of training of about one mile
lion Gram Sahayaks in the agri=-
cultural group of subjects would
be nearer achievement.

Ever since the programme was
launched on October 2, 1957, large
numbers of villagers have been
coming forward to attend these 3«
day special camps of about 50 vil-
lagers in each Gram Sevak’s
circle.

The largest number of Gram’

Sahayaks trained during the nine
months of the programme came
from Bihar, which accounted for
93,107 Gram Sahayaks, followed
by Uttar Pradesh, which trained
76,886 Gram Sahayaks, Bombay
55,412, Andhra Pradesh 46,281,
Madhya Pradesh 36,904, Punjab
31,270, Madras 21,925, Orissa
20,533, Assam 13,675, Kerala
11,894, Rajasthan 10,516, Mysore
9507, West Bengal 8,240, Delhi
802, Tripura 774, Himachal Pra-
desh 422, N.E.F.A. 111, and Pondi-
cherry 296.

In terms of percentage of pere
formance in regard to achieve-
ing the targets of holding the
camps, Bihar led with 889, fol«
lowed by Assam 81%, Uttar Prae
desh 76% Bombay and Punjeb

74%, Andhra Pradesh 70%, Ma=.
dhya Pradesh 59% and Kerala -

50%.
ANNOUNCEMENT

The last date for sending
entries to YOJANA Photo-
graphic Competition has
been extended up to Novems
ber 1, 1958.

Please address your entries
to the Editor, YOJANA, Old
Secretariat, Delhi-8.

For more details about the

months .

contest, please refer to the

previous issue of Yojana.

YOJANA

October 19, 195'




V,
!

]

{
¢
]

]

4

Urdu Short Story

Twelve Annas And One Naya Paisa

UDHIR took up his pen to

‘write. What he wanted to
write he had not yet thought out.
He started writing-just to start
thinking,

He was keen to write some-
thing. He had to do so, that was
the only way out. But what should
he write? Should it be a roman-
tic story? Where was romance
to be found in these hard days?
This was the age of the unbalanc-
ed, unhealthy, dry-as-bone youths
and maids with muddy “water
rather than honest human blood
in their veins. The young men
these days have neither guts nor
‘go,” neither ambition, nor enihu-
siasm, neither genuine urges, nor
honest desires, neither spontane-
ous smiles nor whole-hearted
Jaughter. Where is one to find
romance then?

What then is a story writer to
do? Take up realism?” Well, (hat
would mean depicting one's own
Jife. But how long is onc to
shed tears and wash his dirtv
linen before the public? MHuman
dignily can stand no more.
Then what is new there? Who
is it whose happiness is not hased
on sorrow? Who is it that does

not bear the scars of life? Who
is it whose sparkling laughter

does not hide underneath its gold-
dust, smouldering embers of abid-
ing grief? Indeed, sorrow is the
orbit upon which the whole cos-
mos revolves. It is the weh and
woof out of which the sable c¢loth
- of Jife is woven.

What was then Sudhir to write,
and what was there for him to
write about? His wife had been
ill since last night. The illness
was hard to diagnose. She had
neither cough, nor fever, neiiher a
wound, nor a boil. She had woken
him up in the middle of ihe night
and asked him to cover her up
with the rug. He had done so
automatically. He was too hefu-
ddled with sleep to pay anv atien-
tion to her moans later. He had
been running about the whole day
from one part of the cily to ano-
ther in search of a job—unem-
ployment is the most taxing work
in the world. It had tired him out
too thoroughly for him {o care
about anything. He slept like a log
all through the night. But in the
morning when he got up he found
Manorma lying in the bed with
her eyes wide open. She could
neither get up, nor eould she tell
him what ailed her. When she
tried to say something, there was
& gurgling sound and no more;
when she tried to climb out of
bed, her limbs shook, her clothes
rustled and that was all.

He had immediately rushed out
of the house to seek assistance.
But he did not go far. He could
not call a doctor; he had no
money to pay costly fees. A non-
eharging Hakeem was available
in the neighbourhood. Sudhir
managed to fetch him.

The physician said Manorma
had had a heart attack in the
night, and the profuse perspira-
tion due to the heavy rug, had
made her extremely weak. He
had insisted that the patient
should not be moved at all, should
lie siretched straight on her back,
should be given fruit juice and
milk at once and the medicine
every two hours. The prescrip-
tion he had written was a costly
one and included powders of
gold, musk and pearls. Sudhir
had no money to get such 2 pres-
eription made.

He had told Manorma that he

By ALl ABBAS HUSAINI

would hurry back with the medi-
eine, But he stood rooted in the
parlour. Where was he to get
the money for the medicine? He
turned all pockets of his patched
pants inside out and all the
change he could assemble amoun-
ted to twelve annas and one Nava
Paisa. He gripped the coins hard
in his fist and began to walk like a
caged beast,

His eves suddenly caughi sight

of the painting hanging on the:

wall,
sented it to him.

An artist friend had pre-
Undoubtedly

of the world passed through hig
mind pushing and jostling each
other like a erowd in a food-
gueue. But none of them satisfied
Lim. No one answered the ques-
tion: Why should man be allowed
10 remain in need of the neces-
saries of life? Why should not the
State plan and provide for each
citizen? Why should any person,
male, female or child go beg-
ging for mere necessities from
birth 1ill death?

And he suddenly realised that
he himself was entering into the

Ramesh was a great artist; he had
the genius and the ability to beau-
tify the world with great paint-
ings. But where was he now?
He had been shut up in a jail. He
had begun taking part in politics
and had been ecaught preaching
violence. “But why should an
artist indulge in politics?” mut-
tered Sudhir and unknowingly
went on gazing at the painting.
The saintly Mother of Jesus
was sitting on a cot with the {fea-
venly Child in her lap. The Mo-
ther’s drawn face showed unfath-
omable weariness—as thouch the
Mother had been carrying a hack-
breaking burden all her life
and had kept on trudging and
trudging till she had reached the
goal and then had fallen down
exhausted. Sapped of all strensth
she could not move even her little
finger. . ... Then he thousht of
Manorma! ‘
Suddenly a tortuous question
flashed through his mind. “Who
and what sustained Marv?" This
bewildering querry went reverh-
erating aecross the wide stretchies
of his reind and he fell inlo a
chair with his head in his hands.
All the snswers supplied by the
great thinkers and  philasophers

“The saintly Mother of Jesus weith the Heavenly Child.”

forbidden realm of politics. He
shook his head and mutiered:
“The artist and the writer must
not meddle with politics.”

He drew a sheet of paper to-
wards him, took up the pen and
he started writing just to start

thinking. He felt he must
write something. But what
was he to write and how?
His Manorma had been ajl-

ing since last night. She was in
the verge of a collapse. Her heart
was sinking and her pulse was
very faint. And all the money
that he had, amounted to twelve
#nnas and one Naya Paisa.

He opened his left fist. The
palm was wet with perspiration
and the little coins foo had aec-
quired a coating of moisture. He
felt nauseated and sick. These
dust-coated coins were handled
by all kinds of people—filthy beg-
gars, the lame, the blind, the
maimed, the lepers! Even ihe
scavengers touch them, rub them
and sometimes even lick them!
This thought wuiterly horrified
the Brahmin in Sudhir. He shook
all over and threw the coins on
the table, He felt as if a dip in
the Ganges had become necessary

#nd he stood wup hurriedly. But
after the very firsi step, he revers-
ed his decision. One could not de
without money,

He remembered 1hat these very
coins jingle in silken pockets and
scented purses; glittering jewels
and romantic presents are bought
with them and luxurious palaces
and beautiful Taj Mahals are
erected due to them. One can pur-
chase with them virtue or vice,
even gods and conseiences. They
are the real eapitalists and dicta-
tors., They are the Armada, the
Iron curtain and the East and
West Asia Policy! And..... and
these very coins enable one to
purchase medicine, the powerful
antidote that defies death, the nec-
far that could save Manorma whe
had been lying a-bed since last
night, motionless, speechless, just
gazing at him with her narcissus-
like eyes. Ah! those dumb pitiful
eyes reproaching him, still plead-
ing: “Save me!  Oh, save
me. Snatch me away from the
iron hands of Yama. You are
my man, healthy, stout and
strong.  Surely. vou can save my
lifel”

A fearing pain went through
him like a knife. He looked at
the coins with burning eves—
twelve annas and one Naya Paisa.
He put his cheek on them and his
shoulders shook with dry sobs.
After a while he raised his head
slowly, pulled the sheet of paper
towards him and began to write
without thinking, He had teo
write something worth while and
take it to some journal imme-
diately and beg for cash payment.
That was the only way out, his
hope, his beacon, his light in this
Stygian darkness.

And he started writing just to
start thinking... just to start
thinking. . .,

His pen wrote: “Mohan is un-
employed,” and then it stopped
with a squeak. He began to
think “Is unemployment really
a curse?”’ Most of the rich and
the idle consider it the greatest
bliss. They eat and sleep, chat-
ter and frolic, gamble and drink,
go sightseeing or take a trip round
the world, flirt with and seduce
each other's wives, sisters, and
daughters. They make a fetish of
mdulgences, worship carnal de-
sires as a diety and fear enly sa-
tiety and old age. And these peo-
ple are proud that they are un-
employed and that they seek no
Jobs that may chafe their hands.

No, no, that certainly was not
the word for Mohan. He crossed
the word ‘unemployed’ and put
down the word ‘Poor’ in its place.
And immediately he looked at the
sentence “Mohan is poor” with a
horrified eye and shuddered. He
crossed out the whole sentence
but he could not take away his
eyes from it. . Unreasonably, he
felt afraid of this crossed out
sentence, as if he had unknowing-
ly uncovered the snake-charmer's
hasket and a number of the wrig-
sling, hissing snakes had come
out with stretched hoods and for-
ked fonguecs and were trying to
strike at him. He instinctinglv
recoiled and pushed back his
chair. With protruding eves he
again read the sentence: “Mohan
is poor.”’

This single word ‘Poor’ looked
Jike an ant-hill or a Khyber Pass.
A great caravan of the hungrv
and the naked was coming out of
its mouth, each leaning like a
crumbling mud  wall, ready to
fall down, to be smashed and eru-
shed, to hecome a dung hill ot
carrion which was to bhe picked
clean by valtures, or was left to
rot and to bleach and to become
part of the dust from which it
had sprung.

(Contivvied on page 15)
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Know Your Pcople

The Warlis

By RAMA MEHTA

HE Warlis live in the north

eastern part of Thana districtl.
They are also found in the Por-
tuguese territory of Daman, and
in Dharampur. The name Warli is
derived from their profession,
which is to collect Waral—
broshwood—in the hilly distriets.
They are a very dark people with
scanty growth of hair (all Warlis
wear a tuft of hair on their
heads). Men usually wear loin
cloths, small waisticoals and tur-
bans. The women are laden with
glass bangles and are fond of
adorning themselves.

Although the Warlis are an
agricultural people, they have
not lost the love of the fovests
and their villages are usually
seattered around the outskiris of
jungles. They are a daring peo-
ple and do not hesitate to live in
huts near their fields far away
from the village.

A Warli hut iz always square
and faces eastwards. It has only
one door and no windows {or air
or light. It is made of bambces,
dried leaves and plastered with
cowdung.

The Warlis are divided into
numerous clans descended from
the same ancestor. This ecreates
a blood relationship betwecn the
members of the same clan, and
all marriages within the same
clan arc taboo. Members of the
clan are not known by their par-
ticular name, but by the name of
the clan.

A Warli family unit is made
up by a man. his wife and the
children. Every time there is a
marriage, a new ouschold s
established: there is no such thing
as a Warli joint family living ua-
der the same reof. Though they
they live separately, very often
they cat together.

Most minor disputes are settled
by the village Panchayats. The
Warlis alse have another institu-
{ion called the Jateia. swhich iz
ithe tribal ecourt. The Jatela
judoses matters affecting the in-
dividual vis-a-vis the tribe. The
Jatela not onlv administers jus-
tice. but also carries out purifica-

tory rites that may be considered
necessary for an individual be-
fore he is readmitted into the tri-
bal fold. The post of the Jatela
is hereditary passing {rom ftather
to son.

Naramdev, the ¢od of rain. 1=
the pre-cminent god of the Warli
tribe and a special ceremony is
held to worship him in the monih
of February. The Warlis belicve
that he is seen at night in human
form riding on a white bullock.
Himay is a female deity and is
worshipped only by women. The
Warli gods are gencrally of stone
or carved on wood planks.

The Warlis have great belic’
in witcheraft. The witches of a
village form an association and sc-
lect their leader. For their new
recruits, they pick ouf vouns an-
married givls ana instruct oo
in the craft. To countervnet the
eficet of witches, a villaue is for-
tified by the Bhagat. The Bhaual
knows all the evii charams of the
witches, and can undo their offect
throush counter charns. Onidy

when she is found out che is
given a merciless beating. The
Bhagat has a place of great im-
portance in the Warli community
as he is in addition a doztor. A
Bhagat in his turn trains {our to
five bovs under the age of twelve
every year.

A ‘Warli’ marriage cercmony is
performed by a woman and never
by a man. A marviage is a c¢ou-
tract and not a sacrameni., A
marviage is accompanied with
much feasting. mevry-making and
drinking of toddy. By the custom
of Jharvor, a man can warry a girl
without paying a bride price
by oifering his services to her
father for a period for which he
marries the girl. Divoree (s per-
mitted and it follows the same
patiern as elsewwhere where the
bride price is paid A diverce
pronaunced by a simple cove
mony when a  small ks
broken into two.

The Wari
ward  Drink
have made
wretehod one.
taken to woan them
liquor. With belter
economic condilicns wil
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Parliament

And The Plan

\[11 Plan debate in Rajya
Sabha served further to elaci-
dale the points made by the Plan-
nine Minisier in the Lok Sabha.
Shri Nanda ¢ave a list ol the achi-
cvements which is fairly impres-
cive by ifself. In some particu-
lais it suggests that the achieve-
menis of the fiest three vears of
{he seeomd Plan are almost equal
(o the five vears' improvement in
{he first Plan. But the Minister
avreed that keeping the tarpets ot
the socond Plan in view, much
piore effort is recuired,

T his opening  speech. Shri
Nanda made. among others, ‘the
following points:

Basic Condition

The sceond Plan had mentioned
certain basic pre-conditions for
its success such as increase in ag-
ricultural production, continued
external aid to fill the gap, stable
price level and efficiency of admi-
nistration. These pre-conditions
have not been fulfilled. Our suc-
cess depends on the measure in
which we can and will {ulfil
iliese condilions.

The achicvements of the first
three vears were not much as
compared to the targets but “solid
and considerable” by themselves.

Industrial Seclor

Some schemes have been defer-
red. Other schemes have been
taken up; for example, heavy ma-
chinery project, bigger foundry
and forge project, the mining ma-
chinery project, the optical glass
project and cerlain essential drugs
projects. Moreover Plan targets
for mincral oils, plastic moulding
powders, rubber manufactures
and ravon and staple fibres will
be exceeded. Shortfalls in alu-
minium and nitrogenous fertili-
zers are a cause of concern but the
overall progress is “something to
be proud of, despite shortlalls.”

Agricullure

There wasz a setback in agri-
culture due to unfaveurable wea-
ther conditions. Tardet for the
fivst three vears of the Plan was
to add production potential of 7
million tons i.e. equal to the fotal
addition of the fivst Plan. From
major and  minor irrigation
sehemes the tarsete for the first
three vears amonnted to 6 million
tons  asoinst  which anticinated
henefits amounted to 4 million.
Jnclc of utilisation is regrettable.
Allocation for agriculture was be-
ino increased from Rs. 170 crores
ta Rs. 200 crores and for minor
irrisation  works from Rs. 66
erores to Rs. 72 erores. When the
targets for the States were raised,
thev were assured that additional
funds would be given. Program-
meg will not be allowed to suffer
for want of resources, provided
administration dees ils job in
community  development aress
and for building up panchavats
and co-operatives in full measure.

Rise in Cost Eddimafes
Shii Nanda gave three rcasons
tor vice in cost estimates: (1)

1 the Plan was drafted; (2)
ize i prices in countries from
where India got equipment (Price
indey in UK rose from 69 in 1954
to 110 in 1057: in US.A inaex for
exporis inerensed froms 09 to 107
Al gteot hos oane an by 12
por centy: 3y [reicht rotes have

Yy 1 P
also ineyensed,

Patoenal Add
Foreim aid covered only 10 per
cont of public seetor reguirements

in the first {wo yvears of the Plan,
We necd more now.
Efficiency

“At all levels there is need for
greater supervision, more atten-
tion to the training of personnel,
continuous review and evaluation

and to co-ordination and team
work,” said Shri Nanda.
Members’ Views

Shri Nanda's speech was fol-
lowed by that of Shri Bhupesh
Gupta (Comm.—West Bengal)
who declared unless there was a
reversal of the policies “it will be
the end of the Plan.” Targets will
not be realised, national income
will not go up, unemployment si-
tuation will grow worse and
prices will get out of control.”

Dr. H. N. Kunzru (Ind—U.P.)
referred to the foreign exchange
required for the Plan and said
that in addition to the total avail-
able foreign exchange resources
amounting to Rs. 1,455 crores, a
gap of Rs. 560 crores was indicat-
ed. The total would therefore
come up to Rs. 2,015 crores but
only Rs. 1,700 crores had been
mentioned in the reappraisal.
Regarding employment, Dr. Kunz-
ru said, “Shall we be wrong in
supposing that with a shortfall
of a little more than Rs. 100
crores in the private sector (ac-
cording to the Commission’s Me-
morandum) the employment
would be further reduced by an-
other half a million?”

Shri Nanda’s Reply

In his reply, Shri Nanda repeat-
ed that the responsibility for the
mevits and the defeets of the Plan
does not lie on the Planning Com-
mission or the Government alone,
it also lies on the Parliament
which had discussed it fully.
Among other things, Shri Nanda
also spoke about:
Decentralisation :

While there should be larger
decentralisation in regard to im-
plementation, planning itself had
to be done at one centre.

Cottage Industry

Cottage industry might give
greater employment but it would
not be such as to give the person
concerned two square meals a
day.

Heavy Industry

As compared to cottage indus-
try, heavy industry might today
absorb more resources and give
less employment but it will en-
able us to develop the whole in-
dustrial structure which will give
us more employment later.
Employment

Industry by itself had been
given only a small place in the
incrcased employment potential.
The entire industrial sector was
to provide 7.5 lakh jobs out of
which 2.5 lakhs were accounted
for by minerals. How could there
be a shortfall of 4 to 5 lakh jobs
in employment potential because
of shortfall in the private sector
alone? (Shri Kunzru’s point).
Foreign Exchange

The foreign exchange gap in
the Plan was probably nearer the
ficure given by Dr. Kunzran than
Rs. 17,00 crores quoted in the offi-
cial document.

IMPORTS AND FOREIGN GRIP

“As long as what we import
and what we use is essential and
of high priority., and is used on
oiving us good returns and divi-
dends in terms of progress and
development of the country.....
what we incur today in the form
of debts, reduces our dependence
on foreizn sources later, provided
we make the best use of it.”

. 12 YGIANA Qctober 5, 1958
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(Continwed from page 5)

wells. There is danger therefore
that while mining the lignite, this
water will breal: through and
flood the mines. There is no im-
permeable barrier of suflicient
thickness below the lignite belt to
withstand the pressure that
would be exerted on the base of
the lignite after the removal of
the overburden.

It was this factor which made

the conventional underground
method of mining impractical.

And so several powerful pumps
have been installed on the «ite
and they have to pump out water
day and night to lower it o a
safer level. This occurrence of ar-
tesian water with lignite is uni-
que in the world. Here however,
the water would he most useful.
It will be stored in an artificial
lake and it will feed the rcquire-
ments of the Thermal Plant and
the Fertiliser and other faclories.
But for it, the thermal station
could not have been situated here.
There is no other local source of
perennial water supply.

The Incharge

In charge of all these complex
operations is Shri A. Srinivasan,
the Deputy General Manager,
Technical. Fifty-three vears old,
he is an experienced engineer and
obviously an excellent and sin-
cere administrator with drive and
initiative.

THE NEW TOWNSHIP

Apart from the project itself, a
brand new township is rising as
well, to house about 16,060 pcople.
As is the praclice now, it is well
laid out, according to plan, on the
neighbourhood principle. Only

the casual unskilled labour, used
largely for the making of  voads
and buildings cte., is. as is uswual
everywhere in India, ancared for.
They have themselves built sinall
—by small I mean minute—huots
of leaves, thatch, or just anytbing
they could get hold of, on some
pieces of waste land. While the
parenis work, their children with
matted hair and round hungry
eves stand areund under the trees
with only the pariah dogs for
company. Earthen pots lie scat-
tered around  This is so because
these arce not perimanent employ-
ces.  Residential accommodation
is provided by the Corporatien
only for the latter. But is the
presumption mnderlying the atti-
tude and policy which
these people to exist and work in
these conditions justifiable on any
con-

expects

eorounds—especially in the
expenditure of 75
crores of rupees?  Would it be
extended to any other class of
people — however  lemporavily
they may come to lend a band
to the project? 1 de not behieve
S0.

THE MEETING OF THE CEN-
TURIES.

What will be the impact of this
project?  Quite apart {Tom the
obvious econcemic  benefits—-the
clectricity and the new industries
and so on, it should transtorm,
the entire face of the surrounding
area and of ils people. At pre-
sent the most primitive and the
most modern of the midtwentieth
century are so to say juvteposcd
here and the contrast is over-
whelming. The two will gradual-
Iy coalesce in a fow years time,
I hope, and when T revisit Now
Kooraipettai T am sure Krishna-
samy Padayvachi will not be found
without his shirt at anv time,

text of an

BIRDS &

THE DARTER

This is a large black vater.

Pivd with oo long snuliy neck
and  spearlilie  Deal. Tie
ihroet and necle are while.

The beal: is browish black;
the lower half of it being yed-
low. The darier is found all
orer the pleins of India. it fre-
rents fresh water, whether
laices or rirvers or poads. Yoeu
will not find this hird near the

s a fairly social Lird

i

jor e
dariers uind corno-

sea. i
with fondiess CONE-
paiy of

IS,

These birds laol wrgainly
when they stari flying, but
high 1p in the air they eppear
gruceful.  Their “song” is a
harsh disyllabic croal:.

The breeding season is Le-
tween January and FPebruacy
o Jwe to Angust. The birds
build colonies of nests and the
same ests are used, year
after year. The eggs, vsually
four tn e clutch, wrz nale.
greentsh blue, and in shope
an clonguied oval.

JACK FRUIT—KATHAL
The Kathal is a lavg2 ever-

creen tree. Iis bark is dark
brown and  covered with

TREES

roiugh warts. The leqves are
smooth and a shining dark
green on ton and pule and
lecthery below. The jlowers
are minute and are closely
packed into a eylindrical
structure about iwo inches
long. The fruit is very large
and 13 corered with rougi
conical points. Very often the
fruit aweighs as much as 30
seers. The fruit, when unrip?,
is cooked as a wvegetable.
When ripe, it is very swezt
and, though a Jfovourite, S
rather difficult 1o digest. The
seeds are roasted aend eaten
and also used for cooking. The
timber is good. It yellows
with aege. The vood pulp is
used for extraciing a yellow
dye.

The tree is sensitive to frost
and thrives best in a warm
humid climate. Conseqguently
we find them planted in large
numbers in souti India and
Bengal. Tke nane Jack frud
ix an early Dutch corrunted
form  of the Mealayalam
‘chakle’. Its Latin name 1is
Arteenrpus Integrifolia,

CIHO (oILL PAY
KIS

EXPENSE S~

[ SE witLLoor A FR T2
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A Blast Furnace at TISCO.

On October 10, 1958, Tata Iron
and Steel Company's new blast
furnace, said to be one of the
largest in the world, went into
commission at Jamshedpur. The
‘blowing in’ ce-
remony was as-
sisted by M.
Ramharak
Aheer, the old-
est emplovee
among the ope-
rating crew ol the furnace. This
furnace built at a ~ost of Rs. 7
crores as an important part of
TISCO’s scheme 1o double its out-
put from one ta two million tous.

Work on this project started in
December 1033, Tata Steel will
now have six blast furnaces rang-
ing in capacity from 1,000 to 1,500
tons per day.

On October 11. 1933, a new hlast
furnace with a capacity of 1.200
tons of pig iron per day was
‘hlown in’ at the Indian Ivon and
Steel Company’s works in Burn-
pur (Asansol). This will bring
up the company’s total annual
production to 1.3 million tons.
The furnace was constructed af
an estimatced cost of Rs. 5 croves.

Sindri Earns 312 croves

The Sindri Fertilizevs and Che-
micals has made a gross profit of
Rs. 3.52,11.24G in 1957-58, accord-
ing to the company’s annual re-
port.

The report sayvs the total pro-
duction of amrmenium  sulphate
during the vear was 332,031 tons
against the target of 330,000 tonx.
A record production of 32,381 tonsz
was achieved during  Decembier
1937. )

The fertilizer despatches to tha

vavious States during the vear
totalled 3.20.020 tons. Sindri's
Rs. 13-crore expansion scheive

for the production of 70 tons pev
day of urea and 460 tons per daw
of double salt is necring comype-
tion,

The technical training schema
has made further progress, 70 ¢n-
ginecring graduate approentees
and 63 trade apprentices weie
under training during the vear.

BOMBAY

Acharya Bhave's Ideal Village
Acharya Vinoba Bhave told e
kisan leaders of Surat district re-
cently that an ideal gramdan vil-
lage was one which had a popuia-
tion of about 2,000 and made iis
own laws. This village should be
1 self-sufficient unit in all mat-
ters and should have attained
gram swarajya. Such periect
units would lead to perfection of
. the country, he said.

Acharya Bhave said the idea

of the ownership of land _was
| something alien to India. Land
| had alwayvs belonged to all Re-
‘ plying to the
criticism that
gramdan tended
o abolish indi-
vidual owner-

ship of land
which alone
could increase

food production,
he said what
was essential for higher produc-
tion was a sense of responsibility
and not merely ownerchip which
often bred quarrels.

KASHMIR

Irrigation and Roads
In spite of natural calari-
ties. the State has achicved over
60 per cent of targets set for the
first Lwo years of the Plan so far
as irrigation schemes are con-
cerncil. Tt is learnt that 1wo
N major irrigation
projects  which
vill cost Rs. 9
crores and Rs.
1.11 crores res-
pectively  have
been drawn up
‘ to provide waier
1o the Kandi aress (dry beli) of
Jammu. The schemes have been
sent to the Central Water and
Power Commission for approval.

It is hoped that the Kishtwar
and the Sudh Mahadev Chinai
road in Jammau province will be
opened to jeep traffic before the
end of the current financial vear.
Hall of the first road has alveady
been completed and opened to
larce areas of Jammu province
which are famous f{or saphire
mines, saffron, and forests. The
road will link Kishtwar town
with the Jammu—Srinagar hizh-
wav at Batote, T8 miles ivom
Jammu.

Drug Indusivy.

The Soviet Experis Delegation
which is touring India to advist
the Union Government on ihe i
nufacture of drugs has recom-
mended  that Kashmir s quite

&5

ATES

suilable for establishing a drug

industry, particularly of herbal
drugs, and antibioties, The So-

vict Delegation visited numerous
drug farms in the State, and the
State-owned Drug Research La-
boratory at Jammu. This labora-
tory makes a net annual profit of
5478 lakhs from the sale of drugs.

Kashmir offers excellent facili-
tics for the promotion of drug in-

dustry. The State has over 2,000
acres of scientifically run  drug
farms.

UTTAR PRADESH.
Development Of Bastern r.pP.
Five schemes of agricultural
development for Easiemn u.pP.
will be started during the current
{inancial vear at a cost of Bs. 40
lakhs, These schemes which are
to be completed by 1961 are a
purt of the overall scheme of the
development for Eastern U.P.
which will cost Rs. 7.53.51.000.

These schemes seek to solve the

main problems of these districta
which are: {loods, droughts and
unemployment.

About 100 centres will be sef
up for the pre-
paration of ma-
nure from
bones. Tanks
and ponds will
be deepened,
fertilizers and
compost will be
distributed at
subsidised rates
and new crops
will be introduced particularly of
the pre-monsoon and post-mon-
soon variety.

4,000 Old Men.

It may be remembered that the
U.P. Government introduced an
age old pension for all the persons
above 70 years of age in the State.
It is learnt that at present 4,000
persons in the State ave getting
{his pension. About 50 per cent
of the pensioners are women.
About 75 per cent of the pension-
ers have only to look after them=
selves. The State Government has
distributed 10.000 booklets to ex-
plain this scheme because many
old people do not know about it.

IN THE NEXT

machari, Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission.
9 Socialist Pattern o) Society by Sunil Guha.
5 Short Story by G. D. Khosla.

4. Glimpses of India by Kusum Nair.

ISSUE OF YOJANA

1. FExclusive article on Food and Agriculture by V. T. Krishna-
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Have the soil ready for the rains or walegy

o Prepare the best tilth 1o swit the crop,

oo quickly and welton the cight day.

o Give the crup atientivi Wit ir grows,

.

Flarvest at the right time,

Do. i time, 931 those pever-ending duties such as agricultural

haulnac, <oil conservation, water disy ihstian aad o on

which atean the difterence between shortage and envugh,
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IN THE NEWS

INDIA—BANK—LF.C.

HE International Ba .k for

Reconstruction and evelop-
ment (often called the World
Bank), the International Mone-
tary Fund and the International
Finance Corporation held their
annual meeting in New Delhi
early this month.

Each of these, in its own way,
seeks to assist the economic deve-
lopment of member countries and
so raise the living standards of
the peoples of the world. The
World Bank provides long-term
assistance to its members to help
them build the foundations of eco-
nomic growth. The International
Monetary Fund helps member na-
tions to find practical solutions
to their short-term foreign ex-
change problems. The Interna-
tional Finance Corporation, which
deals only with private business,
is designed to further economic
development by encouraging the
growth of private enterprise in
the developing areas of the world.

The World Bank was founded
at the Economic Conference held
at Bretton Woods in July 1944—
when the Second World War was
still on—with the immediate pur-
pose of helping post-war recons-
truction in Europe. Later in 1948,
when Europe was clearly on the
way to full economic recovery,
the Bank turned to lending for
development, an increasing pro-
portion of its funds being directed
to the less developed areas of the
World.

The Bank is an international
cooperative organisation associat-
ed with the United Nations as a
specialised agency. Membership
consists of the Governments of 67
countries, each subscribing to the
Bank’s capital stock in accordance
with its economic strength. The
Bank may lend to member Gov-
ernments, Governmental agencies
or private enterprises; if the bor-
rower is not a Government, the
guarantee of the member Govern-
ment concerned is required for
the loan.

World Bank loans (average
term: 15 years) are made and
must be repaid in currencies other
than that of the borrowing coun-
try. Before making a loan, there-
fore, the Bank investigates not
only the borrower’s position in
terms of its own local currency
but also the country’s foreign ex-
change situation. Approximately
one-third of the Bank’s develop-
ment lending has been for electric
power, another third for transport
improvement, and the rest for
agriculture and industry.

Besides making loans, the Bank
renders to its members a wide va-
riety of technical assistance, rang-
ing from full-scale economic sur-
veys of development potential to
regional investigations or adwuice
on particular subjects. The Bank
has also been called upon to con-
tribute its good offices toward the
settlement of international eco-
nomic problems. Examples: the
sharing of the Indus Basin waters
between India and Pakistan, and
settlement of the compensation to
be paid by Egypt for the national-
isation of the Suez canal.

While long-term development
loans are available from the
World Bank, short-term foreign
exchange difficulties of member
countries can be met by the Inter-
national Monetary Fund. The
Fund, also a product of the Bret-
ton Woods Confenence, is an as-
sociation of nations that have un-
dertaken to promote international
monetary cooperation and the ex-
pansion of world trade.

The Fund maintains a pool of
currency made up of contribu-
tions from member nations. From
this pool a member—paying with
its own currency—can purchase
foreign exchange to meet any
temporary payments difficulty.
Three to five years later, the
member must repurchase its own
currency (minus any portion of it
which in the meantime has been
bought by another member) with
gold or with correncies which are
readily convertible. The Fund
thus maintains a desirable level of
currencies of all members so that
these resources are constantly
available to the members for their
short-term needs of {foreign ex-
change.

Through consultation with its
members, the Fund applies an in-
ternational code of conduct in the
field of foreign cxchange. The
Fund, upon request, also provides
expert technicians to advise and
assist members in working out
their financial and monetary pro-
blems.

Unlike the World Bank and the
Monetary Fund, the International
Finance Corporation (formed a
little over two years ago) deals
directly with private business
without Government intervention
and finances only private enter-
prises. The Corporation’s pur-
pose is to further economic deve-
lopment in its less developed
member countries by investing—
without Government guarantee—
in productive private enterprises
in association with private capital
and management.

It does not invest in undertak-
ings which are Government own-
ed and operated or in the manage-
ment of which the Government
participates to any significant ex-
tent. But an enterprise in which
some public funds have becn in-
vested is not necessarily ruled out
if it is essentially private in cha-
racter. The Corporation invests
only in the less developed areas—
Africa, Asia, the Middle East,
Australia, Latin  America and a
few special areas of Europe.

R. R. A.

Our Poetic H eritage

PERIALWAR
Yashoda's Appeal To The Moon

E rolls round in the dust, so that the jewel
On his brow keeps swinging, and his waist-bells tinkle!
Oh, look at my son Govinda’s play, big Moon
If thou hast eyes in thy face—and then, be gone!

Y little one, precious to me as nectar, my blessing
Is calling thee, pointing, with his little hands! O big

If thou wishest to play with this little black one,
Hide not thyself in the clouds, but come rejoicing!

ESPISE him not because he is a child;
He is the little one who of old slept on the banyan leaf!
If he be wroth, he will rise up and leap on thee and seize thee;
Disregard not my lord, big Moon, but run hither joyously!

CORN not my lion whelp as a liitle one;
»J  Go ask King Bali of his youthful prowess
If thou recognisest thy despising him as a fault full Moon,
Even thou wilt be fit to be his slave!

EE how he calls thee, my Lord, who filled his hands
Full from the pot, and gorged himself with ghee!
There is no doubt that he will slay thee with his discus,

So if thou wouldst live, run hither joyously!

Perialwar is one of the earliest alwars (philosophic
poets) of the Vaishnav movement in Tamil Nad. He
lived in the early tenth century and was a contemporary
of the great Shaivite saint, Sambandar. The Tirumoli and
Tirupallandu are two of his major poetic works, which form,
1o this day, part of the ritual and prayers at the Temple of
Srirangam. Another well known weork of his is the descrip-
tion of the forty Vaishnava Temples in India. His daughter
Andal (according to legendary belief she was none other than
the Goddess Lakshmi) composed the hymn sequences
Nachiyar Tirumoli end Tirupavai.

Moon

Twelve Annas And One Naya Paisa

He was horrified at the phan-
toms that one single word evoked.
He shut his eyes and crossed the
sentence again and again blindly.
But he could not shake oftf the
sight of Manorma’s pitiful eyes
that looked out of the bars thus
formed.

He looked at his hands with
horror, as if he expected them to
be dripping with blood. He then
grit his teeth and gripped the pen
hard like a spear. IHe drew seve-
ral lines across the word ‘Poor’'—
from side to side and up and
down—that forced the word te
lie under a net of squares—
squares made ef innumerable tiny
crosses. But ‘Poor’ being thus
crucified became still more terri-
fying. He looked this way and
that as if he was sceking a way
of deliverance, a way of escape
from the pursuvit of this terrible
word. Finding all exits clused.
he trembled all ove: again. He
then bent down and hegan  to
seratch this spectre with his dirly

(Continued from page 10)

long nail. He did this so vehe-
mently aneé forcefully that he
seratched right through the paper.
And the two ‘ocs’ of the word
‘Poor’ became ‘wo eyes, lustre-
less, dim with tears, the doe-like
eyes of Manorma, still beseeching,
still waiting, waiting, waiting. .

He was galvanised into action.
He had to get her medicine some-
how, anyhow. He stood up and
snatched the coins lying on the
table in a pile. He counted them
again. There was no change—they
amounted to twelve annas and
one Naya Paisa. Perhaps he had
unreasonably hoped that they
would be miraculously increased
to hundreds and thousands, at
least sufficient enough to pay for
Manorma’s treatment. But even
that much of a tiny miracle was
denied to him! A surge of wild
rage wewnt through him. He closed
his fist tight over the coins and
putting it inside his pant’s pocket,
started for the door.

He had hardly taken a step

when he heard a noise, tlie
quaking, tumbling sound made
by the fall of a human body and
he rushed into the bed-room.

Manorma had, with her last
desperate effort, thrown herself
from the cot to the floor and lay
quite dead there. Blood had come
out of her pursed-up lips and cut
a vermillion channel across her
dimpled chin and lotus-like neck
to the soft chest that had cushion-
ed his weary head many a night,

Sudhir’s  tear-dimmed eyes
could not but see the fresh red
line underneath the scratched, the
mutilated and crucified word
‘Poor’.  And suddenly he bent
down and with great care he
began to place the twelve annas
and one Naya Paisa on the trickle
of blood which ran from her chin
to chest. He covered as much of
it as he could and then he stood
up and laughed; but to the neigh-

bours rushing in, it sounded more
like a whimper.

(Translated from Urdu by A. A.
Husaini).
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