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OUR NEXT ISSUE
December issue of Kurukshetia w1ll carry, apart from

the Regular Features such as Programme’ Pattern, Our Readers
Write, Discussion Forum and Points of View, the following

Special items :
1. Full text of COPP Team’s Recommendatlons ,

"~ 2. What's What in Agriculture

3. ' Dehit Sudhar in Kashmir—N. R. Malkam, M. P
4. -Prospects of Co- operatne armmg in, India—0tto Schzller_ :
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- The Beginning
RA—BI:\I'DF"‘N_‘iTI-I T‘iGORF'
“Where have I ‘come from u;he*re did you mck me wupp:
 the baby asked its mother.

‘She answered’ half crying, half laughing, and claspmg
' baby to her breast,

“You were hidden in my heart as its desire, my da'rlmg
You were in'the dolls .of my childhood's games; and when
with clay T made theimage of my -god every morning,
I made and unmade you then.

}ou were enshrined with our household dezty, his:
worship I morsthped you. .

In all my hopes and my loves, in my hfe m the lzfe of
mother you have lived.

 In the lap of the Geathless Spmt who Tulee our home y.

have been nursed for ages. |
When in gz’rihood my heart was opening its petaﬂs Y
hovered as a fragance about il.

Your tender sofiness bloomed in my youthful limbs, Wk
a glow in the sky before the sunrise. : :
Heaven's first darling, twin-born with the mo'rmng lzg
© " you have floated down the stream of the world's I
and ¢t last you have siranded on my heart.

As I gaze on your face, mystery overwhelms me; you wh
bl,lonq to all have become mine..

For fear of losing you I hold you tight to my b'reast

What magic has snared the u,mfld,’s treasure “in the
slender arms of mine?"'——

(Repmduced jrom The Crescent Moon o
Maemillun and Co meed LONDON). "§r=




. ooer the dogiencaged.. The dog wonders at us all e o
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’ Sputmh;—-—one now Spuimk—two more- to follou;n -'~We wonder,
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i “The moon should be_ b?asz‘ed wzth the. H Bomb” says the enthu—__‘

s

T.—"szast from hemisphere. below. - Meantzme plans are .advanced-for gold-. "~ -
'.-'msh, m Antarctzca -for. ﬂzghts -to. Mars—to stars and planets yet.

-
e H

| .
Barners of sound stand: b'roken Pull of the earth cmmbles down.,

;'Man soars ‘high up, floating m space Lo-—-—the arm re)‘uses ‘to- lzft feet '
ito stz'r the 'uozoe to artzculale Liberation is n szbht but mcarcemtzon'

g at hand, .

s \

? v Maste'r you led us out of the Bastille of our own c'reatzon Bastzlie -

wzthm—the Bastzlle without. At your command we. stood up, we
locIched forward we marcheuﬂ onward :

I S e
.-1,‘_. .- . &

F our. h'u,ndred mdlaon is mighty even as. a mamber Ezght hfu,ndaed -

'.-mzllwn arms,_ zf outst'retched uull be mzqhtze'r stzll as an elemental

v T'rue .we. stand yoked. to our ozen' ‘But the son of Parvati need, noi

7ush n un.,eemly haste for-ciy cum'uam igation.. ‘The universe shall come

to¢ terms uzth hzm once he im’uels the dzstance from the head to the
hem‘t : ’ ' ' :

Of mortals S0 . far born, Jou hcwe done smgoy more than what a
thousand yea:rs can shoulder T hese shaul stand L’nough, enough..

i PR .;~.

._ K On this day. of . days we ask of you one ‘more gift. - From the 'head
to the heart—lead US as 1a- people through thzs—the shortest dzstance

on earth ‘“'-':\ T N

@

‘We 'promase in turn, we w0ill cease. to be the mice we ha'ue been PV e

' shall be men — immortal — citizens o;r a J‘ree universe, Till.then,. take

notice — Master ! mno liberaiion for you, not even 'reoess

N




The Cominittee on Plan Projects has -suggested ‘decentralisali on throughthé Zilla Parishad
‘-and the Panchayat Samiti. ' (See’ for ‘press comments under “Points of View™)




Our Young Hopefuls

FOR THE LasT few years now November 14 is celebrated every year as
‘the Children’s Day. throughout the country. On this occasion, lakhs of
CUT cyoung hopefuls are feted, children’s rallies held, lectures deiivered
anld the day passes off with a supreme satisfaction of work well done.
'-After the day’s excitement ig over, we pause and ask. ourselves.; what
- have we done for the millions of our half-naked, under-nourished- ch1ldren
who throng our village sireets ? Do they have enough food; education

and a roof above their head V\hlcl’l cari go to make their life happy and -

tohtended 2

In: an_ attempt to - answer these quest1ons Commumtv Development -

programme included child welfare as one-of its important activities. 'It

‘wds realised that children were no longer the property of their parents'

_alone and that they were as much the concern of the community as a

" Whole 'I‘hat the Commumty Development programme is ‘the. most-

_effectlve agency to take up thls work - through its thousands of Blocks
sprawhng all over the country cannot be denied even by Its worst CI‘lthS
But how far has it succeeded in this objective? . :

Ellsewhele n- thlS issue, we give a hrief summary of the child welfare
qetivities carried out under the Commumty Development programme.,
The success achieved so far is by no .means highly encouraging and

'for; good reasons. For one thing we had lo start.almost from scratch. -

\Ve had neither the experience norsthe tradition of” “organised welfare
of the children by the community as such. No ‘doubt private charity
‘and individual philanthrophy did exist but collective effort for the social
welfare was almost non-existant. Secondly, the programme unfortu-

nately. had to- address. itself almost from its inception to the .more
prelssmg and basic needs of, the community. Almost all the emphasis -
was "laid on improved farming and ’«tgllculture. All other items had

to wait or received only scant attention.

We are however fast realising that the child welfare which includes.

a hOSL of thmgs like family planning, setting up of maternity homes,

schoohng, ‘organisation of children’s activities, ]uvenlle dehnquency, care.

of neglected chiidren and so on, can no. longer wait. ~ Happily public

conscience on thls subJect especlall}r in our wllages has become Very»_'

alert

Ev1|dence of this new awakenmg of 1nterest in child welfare is ert',
large in- the number of Primary Schools, Children’s Parks, Maternity .

Cerntres and Young Farmers' Clubs which have already come up under
our . programme covermg nearly half" of tms country.,

AT
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Soviet Education .
While giving his impression of Sovief Education
after his recent tour in Russia, Shri Humayun
- Kabir said ‘that he Had been impressed by the
earnesthess with which probiems of education
had been tackled in the Soviet Union, Within
20 years‘of the launching of the new education
polcy in 1923, illiteracy had been practically
"eliminated. University edueation, aeccording to
" him, is restricted to about 5 per cent of students
leaving the schools. Selection of students to the
‘universities is a contihuous process and even
students who spend four years at a university
can be eliminated if they do not maintain a high
_ standard. Ninety per cent of university students,

according to Shri Kabir, are supported by the
State as compared to 70 per cent in- Britain and

P S e P P P P,
NN NSNS
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20 per cent in India. Great stress is laid .on’

science and Russia is producing 60,000 first-rate
Engineers every year and this number is pro—
-posed to be raised to 100 000.

Location Of New N.E.S. Bfocks

The Ministry of Commumty DeVEIOpment has
asked thé State Governnients to comslder leca-

tion of new National Extension Service blocks:

around the State” Apricultural research stations.

This is in pursuance of the decision taken by the -
Ministry of -
- Food and Agriculture and Ministry cf Commu-~

Co-ordination Committee for the

nity Develcpment. To enable the research
- worker to obtain a better insight into the
farmers’  needs ‘and the ' usefulness
research to themn, it is essential that the results

. of -research carried out on the Government farm

should be-tested and extended on fa.rmers lands
around the farm.

"The Central Research Inst.ltu’res like the Indian

" Agricultural Research Institute and the Indian.

Central Rice Research Institute, have taken over
a few v111ages around them for testing the results
of research on farmers’ fields, but the research
stations in the Sfates ha.ve not invariably dohe
© 80, The locatmn of NES blocks around the

.KURUKSHETRA No'vembr’* 14

-

experimental and réséarch jtations Would eriable

the research workers to. ¢
results of research bn‘farmers lands w1th1n the
block. - . I . Lo

Going ‘Ahead -] |

3

‘Eighty-four National Extengion Sérwce pblocks of

the 1954 and 1955 series enijered the Commumty
Development stage on Gand'hi Jayanti Day The
following is the state-wise preak-up of the NES
blecks. converted into the. intensive. develop-
ment blocks:— Andhra adesh 7, 'Bihar 16,
Bombay 10, Kerala 1, Madle& Pradesh '6, Mysore
3, Orissa 4, Punjab 6, Rajasthan 12, Uttar Pradesh
14, West Bangal 1, Dathi 1, Manipur 2, and Pondi-
cherry 1. ' ; : -

i
I

Comparative Figures .
The rate of achievement infrespect of
lopment programme in - the] Community Deve-
lopment and National Exterision Service areas is
higher than in the :rest of the country. The
comparison of achievements relates to develop-
ment in respect of agricultule, education, health,
communications etc. Expressed as a parcentage
of the achievements in the|rést of the country,
the position is as follows:— .

1. Agriculture:—consumptipn of nitrogenous
and phosphatic fertilisers 259%, vs}aste-;and
reclaimed 297% and minsr urlgatlon works 122%.
2. Co-operation: —agrlcultu'ral credm' societies
660%; membership of agric u]tural co- Operatlve

the deve-

of his -

during 1958-59,

- Bevikas are eligible to com

- worker at the district leve]

soc1et1es 405%.

3. Educatmn —primary schools in rural areas.

"146%; junior basic schools
cadets who pa.rt1c1pated m ACC. .

camups 285%

rurai areas 470%;
. ahd_ N.C.C.

4. Rural Health —Hosplt ls -and dlspensarles

394%;

5. Raads 759%. | ]
6. Statutory panchayats 21

Motor Cycile For Be
A motor cycle presenfed by,
to the Minisiry of Commu
to be awarded to the ¥
adjudged best through a co
The mofo;
the Pr_x_me Mmlﬁﬁex_‘_ Trom t
of Germany. “All the Gran
a fee of eight annas. Tt

bicycle. The village level ‘w
at the national level will al
promot-ion— to the post of Blo

maternlty and child &

eifare centres 271%.
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the Piime Minister
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he Federal, Republlc
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e bhest villlage level
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PRINCE CHARMING

~TAKE "A GHANCE
N PUTTING -
THE SWOT,
R R ik ST
‘_. |
{ .

|
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, MOST.CHILDREN WOULD .
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" SPORTINGLY

TRY” TO BREAK:
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CHIGHFJUMP RECORD,

SWEAT AND STRAIN
AT THE TUG-OF-WAR,

. BOT :gowg,mw WOULD
"WEILD ' THE SHOVEL?
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A Blue?rmt Por Rumi Chn

Museum

K. L. BARAYA

“CHILDREN LEARN more readily and easily by
seeing and deing things than by hearing or
reading about them.” ~This educational
maxim discovered as a rvesult of years of
study and research in educational and child
psychology i3 being mcreasmcrly apphed in
devising varidus methods for the educatlon
and - upbringing of children. No - single
system can fulfil all the requirements of a
particular set of conditions. - There : ar¢

certain medias which can be commonly
applied to instruct children by the method’
Museum activity
undouhtedly constitutes one such medlumf’_-
according to the modern theories of- educa«‘
" the’

of seeihg andjor doing.

In FKEurope and theUSA,
directed” towards: establishing

Llon
’ actwitjy

children’s museum has registered-'rhuch"

progress within' receni times. Children’s
museQims, -therefore, are today considered
as intégral part of education. ‘Whereas it
is the business-of the school to foster the
desire teot know,

Deputy Development

Shri K. L. Baraya, is

lopment Areas:

it-iis ‘the’ buginess of ‘the™
museum-and;the library to: afford adéquate -
opportumity for-satisfaction of that desire..
The Expert Muscum Survey Cormmttee has _

also, therefore, recommen
pilot museums in five sel
each State especially in C

Under the schéme of estd
of children’s. museums
Development areas, the

“"\"i@-

led settmg up of |
ected wllages in-
ommumty Deve-

blishing'a chain
in Community
Government of

Kajasthan. have taken steps for startmg a

children's’ Museum at $anganer.

- 'This

museum will dlsplav amo
a complebenslve and repr
ticn of’ toys;

ng other lthings
sentatwe collec-

wonderful plumages of birds,

local plant:, and herbs; objects -of folk and

children’s art pictures,
explaining ‘scientific -
phenomena pictures of
logical, historical and reli
and plctmes portraits
eminent persouages pa
besides containing a colo
and.a wonderful planetari

SELECTION OF EXHIBIES

dels and chal ts.

and geographical.

aces of archeo-

ious importance-

r statuettes of
- . I - .

t and present;

irful acquarium .

. o
e Lo

: i

Till fecently, the main actiyvity of museum;
was  preservationn and collection . of rare

pleces of art architecture,

Commlssmner Rajasthan

N -

nanuscrlp_ts ete,

v




-« within the last few years.
now considered as ‘an "integral part of

-articles.
museumn should produce a feehng of joy in
~a child’'s mlnd and, at the same time, put

' card: -hoard and duly labelled,

. ;
Only’ some learned academicians and

" scholars used these museums for research
.and study But this 1nst1tut1on has expeéri-

enced great changes in outlook and approach
.Museums are

education .for the masses.

In settlng up a Children’s Museum it. is
better to start”with an humble but good
beginning| while collecting exHkibits and
.The articles displayed: in the

him on’ way to intellectural self-education.
The location of the museum is of primary
lmportance Enthusiasts can make a small
beginning ‘even in a school room. Children

“can collect varieties of feathers which the _

village vicinity abounds in.- A picture or
a toy. model of the respectwe bird with-its
few small| and big feathers, mounted on
will be a

source of 1n,terest The birds and 1nsects

_helpful or lharmful to agriculture, could be
. classified and if displayed with short notes

will be vell*y instructive.

"Nature- offers an 1ne*chaust1b]e store .of

beautiful . creations in the countryside, All
of -us, haveI seen nests of birds and have
wondered how mgemously they are made.
How- wonderful would the féather collee-
tion look if the nests are also gradually
collected and artistically displayed.

A couple of bee-hives, if exhibiting space ,
°models and ‘pictures of the above -would,

allows, w,tll also be interesting for children

- to~watch alnd wonder how the bees live.a

cornmumty life as we do. ‘A hive is a

colony with soldiers; food- -gatherers, bread‘-

makers urlldertakers and a host of other
workers. - All are busy and laziness is un-
known to them There are compartmehts
for different purposes and “everything is

very cleverly arranged. Dottles of honey

and other products -can also be shown as

. ad]uncts to the hives.
Insects, moths ahd butterflies are plent1-_,

fully available in the’ countryside and the
wonderful jvametles of colours displayed by

them will|be a great attraction. The‘

194 ) !

[

emergence of a butteffly from the cocoon-d
stagewise’ development of these WOnderful
insects, would be really exciting to watch
from day to day. If we go a stage further.
in this lively story, we can know how silk

" is spun by small insects like these.

An average village ‘child has better practi-

.cal knowledge “of how the food ‘we eat is

produced. - Ho_wever he does not know

scientifically -the real “food

be displayed with their relative food values.
Better spcimens produced elsewhere and
comparatively higher yields of other places
should also be shown.  These will not enly
e of interest but a source of inspiration as
well. Improved agricultural methods” of

_various places, diseases of plants, and, how
the same could be combated; and a lot:of

useful knowledge for improving our crops
and yield .could also be portrayed. -

Man first discovered how to till~ the soil
The. first . -

many thousands of ‘years ago..
mechamcal farm implement was probably
a plough which remained unchanged for
many cehturies. Then came the steel share
and coulter boatfd, and the harrow became
a heavy steel frame-work. Now we have
tractors. .In .lhe same way the reaping
machine _has replaced .the sickle, the
threshing of corn is done mechanically
instead of with a- flail. The combined har-
vester does several things at a time. Small

therefore, .he 1nterest1ng and- helpful
‘Slmllarly ‘irrigation.-methods have under-
gone- a vital change. Models of big dams in
our country will be interesting exhibits to
show what is being done to aitain seli-
sufﬁmency is food and gene1 ate power for
manifold uses.

The values of medicinal herbs, roots etc.,

h
growmg in' profusion near the wllacres were

very well known to our grand mothers, who
used them as curatives. These should be
collected, ._classified, pressed - scientifically
and exhibited along with descriptions about
their ~medicinal - “properties. -Leaves -of

KUBUKSHETBA + November | 14

values—
‘vitaminic, calorific-and others. Fruits, vege-
lables, cereals and other products’ should




* different trees can also be collected

“-ferably, skeletonised * so -

“remiain, ..o -0 -
There is scientifi¢ -law underlying every ‘natural
phenomenon.: But owing to familiarity, ~ we do
not interpret them in- terms of science. The
main aim of the Children’s Museum is to answer
in popular style, the everyday querries of “Whys'
and "Whats' in the language of science. ~The
museum -would - thus stimulate the study of
science and help in - removing -superstitious
beliefs. Evolution of the means of transpor:
" by land, water and air c¢an also be shown by
means of pictures or models.

-like the Vasudev Cup illustrating the principle
->f the syphon, and Sita attracted to Rama by
~magnetic force and turning away her face from
Ravana. . Balancing . toys, gravitation toys,
energy, friction and pressure toys, educational
games, evolutionary models and such things will
make the museum really a place of attraétion
“for children who love nothing better than toys.
A -pictorial map of the village and its environs
with roads and other approaches, marking there-

_places, and also ‘showing the fields, etc., can
usefully be put near the entrance. In the com-
pound, if any; a Sun Dial, specially prepared and
placed .at a low level, with the longitude, lati-
“tude and altitude of the village, and the direction
compass marked on it, will give the children an
idea about the measurement of time.
van on the top of the building showing the
changing direction of wind; a thermometef near
‘the entrance telling the temperature, and a rain-
gauge in the compound area, will complete the
firs{ essentials of local geographlcal mformatlon
Dolls are pleasing to look at and play w1th
Female and male dolls showmg features and
costumes of people from dlﬁerent parts of India,
‘standing on map pedestals of their respective
States, will give the children an idea about the
inhabitants of our-country. Pictures of archi-
tectural buildings like .. the Ta} Mahal, Kirti
Stambha, Somnath, Kutub' Minar, Gopuram of
“South Indian Temples, Victoria Memorial, Par-
" liament House; Suvarna Mandir,
Sarnath and reprodiuctions from Ajanta, Ellora
etc. can be placed according .to space accommo-
dation. But all these things cannot be accom-
modated in one museum. - They should, there-
. fore, be distributed in di!’ferent museums of the
area and mtercnanged perlodxcally

Pictures of persons who have played 1mportant
.roles in the history o_f India should also be col-
lected. Clay or plaster busts.of -Valmiki, Tuisi-
das. Surdas, Tukaram, Chaitanya Dev, Swami
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There are simple toys based on laws of science,-

A wind’

Nalanda and -

and pre- -
that o‘nly the ﬁbres"_

“and -

- humanity.

on the school, well, river or pond and public .

. means exhaustive.

-:

- Postal stamp collection habk

“the method by which th

‘A planetarium’

.make it instructive, educative

i

Ram&da Narsi Mehta, Nanak, Kabir,| _Shahkar-
acharya and ‘other saints; |Pratap, Shivaji and
other. palmots Buddha, Mahfivir, Mahatma Gandhi

other preachers of i)ea'ce;? patriots
who made' sacrifices for | the motherland; and

‘other famous men and women can also be dis-

played. The list shouwld also-include local
figures. : ; '
become a very in-
teresting hobby these days)specially with young-
sters.  The colours and designs of stamps and
y are printed, water
marked, and- perforated, all provide enough scope
for study. These stamps pan be arrahged either
chronologically or countrywise or according ta
subjects represented on them, '

The urge to collect and](%r create 1s as old " as
A permanent] collection of essential
in a. museun, but even the exhibi-
tion of objects of a trans;int nature proves very

is necessary

instructive,  Collection [?f various types of
lables, shells, pebbles; coins, seals and medals,
photographs, paintings, knitted articles, bead

work and other things should be encouraged as
hobbies. These collectioh can thenlbe display-
ed in the museum.
An acquarium with multi-coloured fish will not
be very expehsive to maiftain.  This will prove
to be a fascinating colleciion. Varietlies of. shells
from the vast sea-coast |of India can be easily
obtained, and can be very decorative, if arranged
properly. ' o
is a miniature replica of the
heavens showing the solar system and important
stars and- constellations |in their relative posi-
tions. It would be fastinating for children to
sit under the canopy of the planetarium wateh-
ing the twinkling stars gnd feeling transported
inte a world of make-bglieve. A jplanetarium,
would, consequently, add consxderab]y to the
charms of a children’s miiseum.

In sefting up a children's museum[ we have to
cater to the needs of| the child in a manner
which excites curiosity [and stimulates interest
This will reguire metic-lous care and ciréum-
spection in the selectio and arrangemenf of
objects. What has been| written above is by no
- Every museum will have to
draw ‘upon local resour¢es and environments to
and attractive.
The museum should not|be overcrowded with all
sorts of jumble. On tiie conirary, stress should
be laid on educalive v3alue and proper arrange-
ment and display of the exhibits rather than on
number. The descripilive notes should also be
such’as may be easily read and grasped by child-
ren,  QOver simpliﬁcati!c»n should 5130 be avoid-
ed and something musi be left for the exermsn
and p]ay of tmagmahon
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CHILDREN CANNT WAIT

RAJ AMVIAL P. DEVADAS

lm GRO\’VTH and development of children
depend upon what happens to them durm;_,
the early years of child-hood. TFormation of
hahits, cha1acter attitudes,—in short, the
personality, is determined by the experi-
ences of the Iﬁrst yvears of life. Of all the
factors in the environment which affect the
personality of children, “Home’ is the most
potent one. |

What is mednt by a ‘Home??

but a combmatlon of many material and

human facto1s—att1tudes sentiments, .reali-

ties and ‘nteractwns of feelings, and affec-
tions.  The ; family—parents, brothers,
sisters, relatives and friends—is the essen-
tial factor in |the ‘home. Children learn
their first lessons in human values such as
affection, co-operation, tolerance, giving and
taking, honesty and dependablhty in the
‘home’’ i

The infant comes- into the world in a
physically helpless condition, like a little
doll.
acquites m'my’abilities He cries, laughs,
touches things,' crawls, sits up, kicks and
tries to reach' distances. He ° recognises

people and slow]y expresses a will power of .

his own. He insists on carrying out his
ideas.- :
mme and. ‘thlne and between ‘yes’ and

‘no. - As he reaches the age of two to three

)ears his- con_celptq expressions and likes

createé .in -him & consciousness of his in-
dividuality.” |

Understanding the developmental stages, of

- children and pr0v1d1ng maximum oppor-
tunities for thelruglowth through an atmos-

phete of security, and affection; food, éloth-
ing, shelter and; education are important .

responsibilities in bringing up children. To

develop confidence and character in chil-

dren, low cconomic standards need not be
bﬂrners There are instances where chii

dren from well-to-do families have become
. 3 |

R Mrs. Rajammal P. Devadas .is Chief
Ministry of Food zm_d Agriculture.

‘personalities.
seems to be not in the abundance or lack
“of material things, but in the amount of love

It is not -
merely the walls, rooms and roof of a house, -

Gradually he discovers,:learns and

He learhs to dlﬁ"erentlate between.

.physical growth.

' E‘~:p101‘e= and discover.

wrecks. due to lack of undelstandmg and
harmony in their homes. At the same time,
there are evidences of children from poor
parents, blossoming forth as well developed
The reason {or this difference

and sympathy children. had re¢eived during
their childhood. . Therefore, parents and
other relatives must see that children are
brought up cheerfully without eonflicts.
The stages of development in children
should be understoed and recognised so that
children are treated as growing individuals
and.not just like “babies”. They have their
own worlds and individualities. They grow
all the time. . The demands of the dynamic
growth "must .be met through suitable
adjustments in the environment, food, cloth-
ing, etc. In the midst of abundant health,
love, "security and understanding, the
potentialities of children- will flower into
adult-hood:

In hc‘pmg chﬂchen grow up, fulfilment of
the cmotmnal needs of yourg children need
special attention.” Whatever the child says
or does has a meaning, portraying his per-
sonalily, his strivings, his needs, his difficul-
ties and his unfulfilled longings. Parents
must understand them and make it possible
for him fo grow. In the home, children
should get adeduate food, clothing, shelter,
ploy  things and other accessories for
. Love, sympathy, con-
sideration and feeling of achievement and
security are neded for emotional health.
Parents should provide a happy home for .
their children by their harmonious living. -

Through positive direction, understanding,

guidance and firmness they should impart
the best cultural moral and religious train-
ing.

The first essantlal of home training is inde-
pendence. Give the child freedom -to
Give him thch

Home Er-onormst Du‘ectorate of Extension and Trammg




which he can touch, pile and even break.
Let him feed himself at meal time. Let
him talk. and walk as he likes. All-the
‘needs of infants are immediate and there-
fore should be atténded to at-once. The chil-
_dren cannot wait.  They cannot postpone.
" The second goal in home training is security.
Security will lead to maturity and growth.
Love, attention, interest, praise, and assur-
ance foster security. The child must be

assured of the appreciation of his parents.

- If he is afraid because of the constant re-
“marks of reproach from parents-he will feel
~that he has lost the parent’s love and if
that happens all mcentlve to be ‘good
be lost. - 7
" Discipline is another factor in home train-
ing. If friendliness and consideration pre-
“vail in the home, they furnish the proper
setting to the child.for accepting respon-
sibilities.  Constructive discipline should
aim at gaining the child’s co-operation.

While emphasizing discipline, we must help

the child to see that we are really concerned
. about his welfare and happiness.  Regu-
_larity in the daily routine, in eating, sleep-

imbibe their habits. Therefore
should set proper examples, - - -
The child’s early feeding experiences lay the

"founda_tions for his health. -Parents ‘must " §
understand how they can make children.

" ehjoy their food,  and also, allow them to
~ ehjoy eating. They should not press chil-
dren to eat what they do not like. Methods
' of_stir_r_rulat'ing the children’s appetite and
removing the distractions from food should
be carefully employed Meal times should
be pleasant and comfortable.’

Parents also should help children to form
sound- health habits of elimination, bowel
_movements, sleep and exercise. Regularity
in work and play habits,; strengthens the
emotional stability of children.

(‘hlldren must be allowed to co-operate W1th

the work in the home. E
‘to do things for themsel

self-reliant, and experiey
success .and.alse add to fH
home. The members of

treat the children as an in

" him. his- due responsibi

privileges. He is an imp

Jy giving freedom
ves, ‘they ‘become
ce a feeling of
e efficiency of the
the family should .
dividual and give
ities, rights and -
ortant member of

the family. Give him affection and atten-

tion. Answer his quest
Keep your promises to

.when he has accomplishe

Enjoy your child as hd

-with your neighbour’s chl
- him to be like others will
from the normal and stri

ons thoughtfully.
him. Praise ‘him
d somethihg.

is. Comparison
ildren and asking

!rnake him| deviate

fle’ groth}.

Every child needs a home and every home
needs a child. . Children |are the future of"

our nation.
appreciations.

heights of innocence. L

They give ug new.insights and
They tak us to heavenly

t us give them a

happy and healthy environment in the home,
wvorthy citizens.

to grow and develop as j

| "PROBLEM CHiL

ing, bathing and playing is the first lesson
in learning self direction and discipline. §
This will lead to proper habit formation §
which -is another goal of home training. §
.Children -imitate adults in the home and §
z_rdults'
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Our Programme For Children

B, N. MOHANTY

THE viLLAGE school is the institution
through which the henefits of the Govern-
ment schemes are channelized. The village
school teacher is disconitended. He is in-
terested in securing other means to aug-
ment hig poor salary. He is contended to
maintain on the rolls, enough names tc¢
justify the sanction of his post. The poor
in the villages, specially those of the low
income group do not spare their children
from the family struggle to earn. These,
to any layman, appear to be some of the
most important factors which keep away
the children from the school. What is the

number of children who join the village
school but drop out before the end
of the term and how many of them go
higher up? If an observation is made
it may be found that once in several years
a boy or two from a village school go up
fo higher schools or colleges. These are
unpleasant truths, The result is that a
large section of cur children in the villages
are left out, completely untouched by any
welfare programme either of Government
or of any private organisation. This
appears to me to be a field of immense
posgibilities and promige, and the C.D. and
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N.ES.
- multi-frontal contact with v111agers is most
suited to work in'it. -~

" .substantially. for

EN *rcx. B Ve

" Efforts have been rnade in the Blocks all

over the country in this- dlrectxon. Inter-
est of parents have, been roused to donate
‘new schools;
sports have been organised; hundreds of

_children’s parks have been set up; attention.
__has been focussed on-child health and such
- others, hut these efforts have been sporadic,
disjointed and - unplanned. As a.
these-fade away soon, leaving just a bit of

result,

pleasant memory for the villager. It may
be true to say that a seasonal spurt of acti-

© vities, - preceeding the Children’s Day has

been all. that many Blocks have achieved
in a year. Hardly any -such effort has been
organisational or- broadbased on any sug-
gestion that this- wﬂl continue. At places

" there has.been. reluctance. on the part of

people ' who otherwise show no lack of fine

" expressions calling for building up the fu-

ture of the ~children, to spend on such

programmes.

.. For some time, 1 was ﬁscoc1ated with an

attempt to set up an orgamsatlon of rural

children. in the villages of a PrOJect area. -
It had an uniform pattern and a common
programme, and. special. efforts were made’

to draw out. interest of the parents. Thou-
sands of children in scores of villages joined
and there .were lots of activities. -
attempts were practically lost in the rush
of work during the closing days of the Pro-
jectiperiod, and has died out almost com-
pletely in the post-intensive stage.” It was=
rather. unfortunate. Any such attempt
needs to have support for a sufficiently

long time in order that it strikes roots and

subsists on itself.

There were, however, interesting experi-
ences, and based on these, it may be of
interest to suggest an approach towards this
problem.

a)- It has often been fourid that most of
the children participating in most pro-
qrammeq m the Block are those enrolled 1n

U e e i e Ly

orgamsauon wath its d1rect and .

children -

But the’

“ af--‘,u— T S

the village school. -1t 18
through the. school -teag¢
theymany: who' are not
actually participate.
Attempts should; - ther;
bring under the progran
ber of “CHildren -outside
ble, along with, those whl
~b) The programmes sl
and definite objective.
_-just occasional distribu
prizes. It may be:
i) to gently foster in.{
- ing that they belong to
organisation which ecuts
riers of caste and comm
yvond the limits of the
be.persuaded to - ohsery
conduct, behaviour a1
‘proud of that.
ii) to make them learn
and manners and speech;
should be recreational.
iii}- to make the time
.httle more pleasant and

easy to rally them
her,. Very few of
in the s!chool, do

efore, be made to
nme, as large num-
he school as possi-
0 are in the schools.
10uld-have a clear
It should not be
ion of svireets or

he chlldren a feel-
a fratermty or-an
thro_ugh}the bar-
inity, and goes be-
rillage. They may
e simple rules of
ad above . all; feel

good ways, hab1 ts
and the: approach

of the.l ch11d_ren A
lively than at pre-

sent, through games, songs, dence's, rallies,
exchange of visits and such others.:
¢) The prograrnme shiould. be I entirely

sponsored by the parents
help. The start need
made.
enthusiastic youngmen
to initiate. -The village

and the Block may
be very - carefully

A few progressiye parents or some

may be persuaded
schvol teacher may

be suitably drawn in

Every :occasion

‘should be led by a prominent villager in

rotation.

The “official factor” shoulld be in

‘the background ready t«l help where the

villagérs’ efforts sag.

1t will be ideal if _ '

some village women alsq join hands, .
The organisation should| be built |up with
"such deep and strong roots that once the
Government prOp is removed it can stand
on its own, with the ch ldren’s love for it
and the interest of the parents as.the two
supports. ‘
d) There should be an|uniform organisa-
tion and programme pattem for ‘all the
villages of the Block.. A sort.of competi-
tive splrlt_can_be generited between . one
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villager and the other and this Wl[J be
possible
number of villages are planned
e)
It should hot end with occassional outbursts
of rejoicing.. It should not have too ma
items to start’with. An idea which does
not 1mpress ‘the’ parents mist not be im-
posed T e _
£) It_.__“ii'll_ b’_e"v_ery helpful, if sor_ne exclu-
sive iaremise's are available for the children
to assemble!
¢lasses are n'ot held, or during holidays will
suit admlrably The village recreation
centre can :-ldso be used for the purpose,
This can be one of the several activities and
multi- purpose uses of these common v1llage
mst1tut1ons '

)
may be in the school premises as stated

above. This may have the effect in creat-
ing greater interest among parents as well

. as in attracting more students to it.

h) Attempts may be made to weave the
organisation|into the-pattern of community
life -of the viillage._ A study of the village
life and ways of a villager in any part of the
country - w111 reveal how there are many
interesting festlvals ceremonies and social
. functions handed down through ages, which
more Or less relate to the well being of
children. These can be developed and
taken up. as:the nucleus, to the advantage

of the children's organisation of the village.

For example, in the villages of Orissa peo-
ple perform what they call ‘Bal-Lila’ or a
function to feed children with sweets.
It has a religious fervour.. If
is some misfortune- in the family,
somebody falls sick, the head of the family
or the parents take a vow to feed the children

“'Our - idea of effective speech

if Rallys" of ch11dren from a_

The programme. should be continuous.

The. school premises, when

The village school teacher may be per- ..
suaded to take the lead, and the activities’

there’
or

Al

"wﬁen
s '11W'1ys a pleasant functlon with ch11—

the mlsfortune passes over
dren prancing about  iir Joy. "~ Almost
evety ‘family ‘spends ~ Something once
~every year or- in two years, on  such
functions. This can be further exploited
for the children’s” orgafiisition in the
village. Similarly there is a function
known as ‘Sasthi Puja’ ‘which i§ an annual -
lunction’ for mothers to worship a‘goddess
{or the well- being of their” children.. The
mothers-like to’ feed tHeir
sweets on.the day. It will - be- nnmensely
interesting, if all'the mothers of the villagé
gather at’a place, and feed all the children
and that way, also feed the members of the
village children organisation. It will be a
solemn “occasion which may be combined
with special functions for the children and
interest of mothers may.he roused There
may be many more such ocecasions all over
the country. ’

i} A small token or a distinctive insignia
will be unifying and an attractive factor.
Imagine a poor child feeling proud of his
‘badge, showing it around pinned to his
shirt, and proclaiming his allegiance to an
- organisation before another child who is not
a member. Such tokens may involve some -
cost but these are very,mgmﬁeant for the
children. -

Of all the‘ functions the most impressing is-
perhaps the Children’s Rally which brings
together children from remote: villages to
a place of common interest. As things are
at present, even an adult from a village has
- very little chance of knowing another adult -
from another dlstant village unless they are
related or have common - business transac-~
tions. Far less are the ohances of a child of
a village to know those of others. A rally -
can alone brmg therm together C

is to hurt anot;herﬁvinoha]i

-

Chlldlel’l with - ‘




. start in life.

THE MOTHER- TO-BE must choose her food
W1se1y so that her child may have a healthy
But that is not the end of the

matter. Wrong food habits—which exist in

all countries and are hard to change——can

“endanger the health of the growing child.

- All young things, plants, animals and child-.
_ren, need special care in their early days..
_-Just as the young plant needs a soil contain-

. ing a mixture of difféerent. substances
- certain proportions and protection from

m

various hazards, so the child depends for its
survival and-growth on the- quality and
quantity of food it receives from the first
moment “of life, and on its protection from

_harm ~during its tender years.

‘\'utrltlonally a child is at least nine months
old when it is born, and we have to begm
thinking about its nourishment and the
prevention ‘of malnutrition long before its
birth. The unborn child draws.its nourish-

- ~ ment from the mother’s body, which has the

ability to convert the food the mother eats,

into food suitable for the baby. Moreover,

- .during the last months of its life insidé the

‘mother's body, the child builds up a store of
specially-valuable substances in its own body
10 see it through the first few months of -

A:lnfancy S B

‘In many parts of the world the infant' con-

_ tinues to depend almost ~entirely ‘' on the
'mb'th'e‘r’s' ‘bddy -f'or'

its ﬁou-rishment fdr

" the mother eats.

the'mother to provide entil
many. countries animal n

ally used: Often there is1

' BABIES EAT
Bef@?‘e They’re

DR. BURGESS & DR. BIERMDLN -

several months after blI'th

T

Born

1

Its survival and

healthy growth depend oy the quant1ty and

guality of the breast milk

which the mother

can-provide, and this in turn depends large-

ly on the quantlty and !

If the m
enough-of certain kinds of

quality of the food

other does not get
food—the protein .

{oods—her breast milk tei;ds to dlrmnlsh in

quantity, though the qua
good

Mother's Milk |
Where it is easy to buy or
such as cow's milk; and e
give it safely :to the bab;
needs presents no great |

get, too expensive to buy

1ty, may remain

to get anirhal milk
sy to prepare and
7, the inability of
rely for the baby's
roblem. : But in
rilk is- difficult to
or not tradition-

store it, and the. lack of co
clean - water makes 1t di

baby.

‘ilk which can safely be j

10 sutitable way to
king utensils and
cult to prepare
Ven to the young

In these. condltlors ‘an -insufficient
quantity Qf breast m11k_
-In some parts of the Worlfj
-.gpring from changes in
‘breast milk, due fo the.

~ mother eats durlng her pre
tlon.

an be a fragedy.
the tragedy may.
he quality of the
kind of food:-the
gnancy and lacta-

“In rice- eating countries l,]aere is freguently
a preference for hlghly—r'ulled I‘lCE‘.

This

“Dr Burgesxs is-Chief of the Nutrition ‘Sectioh and Dr Bierman “is' Chief’ of thc ST e
~Maternal ‘and Child Health Section' of the- World Health Organization; - L
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rice keeps - better than the under-milied
variety, but Idurmg the milling process it
loses a valuable food factor—vitamin B-1.
Where the people eat large quantities of
hlghly—pohshed rice, and little else except
perhaps a little dried .fish and vegetables,
_the deficiency disease, beriberi, occurs fre-
quently. The disease sometimes shows it-
self only 1n| vague feelings of ill-health
which give no hint of the real danger. But
then, suddenly, an apparently healthy infan:
being nursed by an apparently healthy
" mother may become gravely ill with infan-
tile beriberi, due to changes. in the breast
milk c_aused by the mother’s vitamin-defi-
cient diet.

Similarly, when the diet of the pregnant or
nursing mother does not contain enough of

the foods which provide, either directly or .

_indirectly, another vitamin (vitamin A)- for
the body’s use, the baby may be born with
an insufficient storé and then be fed on
breast rmlk deficient in this necessary vita-
min. This deprivation affects the child's
eves and, if severe and prolonged, may
" result in blindness. It is thought that about
“six cases in ten of the blindness found in
"Ceylon. and South India. are due to this
cause. The prevention of a certain kind of
anaemia (”sucklmg—anaem1a '} also depends
largely on the ‘quality of the mother’s diet.

Breast milk normally contains little of the
iron \VthhIIS necessary to prevent this type

of anaerma so it is particularly important

that the ch11d should be able to build up an
adequate store before birth; and this it can
not do if the mother is poorly nourished. It
seems obv1ous then that any effort to en-
sure that the infant and young child will be
well fed, and therefore capable of healthy
growth must be directed first to establishing

and - malntalmng the nutritional health of -

the mother.

There are!two main reasons why mothers,
and people in general, suffer from malnu-
trition. In several regions there is an.ab-
solute lack -of the necessary foodstufis—due
to chmatlc or economic and social condi-
tions. In some parts of the World however,

02

_sequence - with other foods.

valuable foods are at hand but are not eaten -
for various reasons. :

These foods may be avoided because of
beliefs handed down from generation to
generation that they are harmful in certain
circumstances or responsible for causing
disease. {(Many, for example, are rejected
because it is believed that they affect sexual
potency.) '

1t may be conmdered that certam foods are
suitable only for certain groups of people—
old men, children, priests, soldiers, or preg-
nant women—or for certain occasions, that
they cannot - be -combined, or taken In
They may have -

a special significance in relation to the pre-
xallmg religion, or they may be considered,
for no explicit reason, as merely disgusting.
‘Whatever reason for this avoidance it is
always part and parcel of the whole fabric
of Beliefs and everyday life of the people

_concerned, and gives rise to habits which

will therefore not be lightly relinguished or
changed in isolation from other aspects of
living.

Unfortunately, a great many of those behefs :
affect the pregnant -or nursing mother, to
whom many especially valuable foods are

expressly forbidden. The task of improving

the nutritional health of the mother by en-
couraging her to make more use of the
foods at her door, is, therefore, not an easy:
one. Success will depend not only on the
mother's willingness of the neighbours and
{riends whose approval she values to replace
tradltlonal by scientific:knowledge.

Tn all parts of the world, pract1ca1 measures

are being taken to encourage people to make
more use of the foods available locally or

easily grown in their own fields or gardens.

Better quality seeds, better agricultural me-
thods to improve the familiar crops, plans
for drainage-or irrigation of the land and
better husbhandry of animals are slowly be-
ing introduced, and dairy farming expanded
wherever possible. The fact that it is pos-
sible to.feed: the child by feeding the mother
isa tremendous asset in the attempt to solve
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one of the most widespread nuiritional prob-
lems affecting child heaith today.
In many parts of the world and particularly
in tropical countries, breast-fed children
grow well for the first six months of life-and
theri begin to show sigrs of a slowing down
of growth and 4 failure to gain weight. This
tehdency increases with weaning and may
result in various degrees of ill-health and
finally in -the &évere
kwashiorkor. '
Unsafe Water .
Prot ably three-fourths of the world's popu-
-lation, it has been said, drink unsafe water,
dispose of human excreta carelessly, prepare
milk and food dangerously, are .constantly
exposed to ifsect and rodent enemies and
live in unfit dwellings. Under -such cir-
_~cumstances the child is constantly exposed to
the danger of various kinds of food poison-
“ing, causing diarrhoea and vomiting and a
further loss of precious nutrients.
In addition, nearly every child carries its
load of intestinal parasites, which grow and
multiply at the expense of the child’s nutri-
tion, Some parasites (for .instance, the
round worm) set up a vicious circle where-
by the worms thrive more actively when the
child is severely malnourished and decrease
in numbers and strength when the child’s
nutrition improves. - Others; namely the
hookworm, create a constant drain on the
child's scarce reserves of protein and iron
by attaching themselves to the intestinal
wall and feeding on the child’s blood.
It is evident then, that safe water to drink
and use, the disposal of excreta so that the
ground on which the child plays or the river
-in which he bathes are free from the danger
of parasites, and clean habits in the prepara-
. tion and eating of -food are also urgently
necessary to protect and improve the nutri-
" tion of most of the world’s children:
It seems, in fact, that there are very few
aspects of living which do -not have some
influence on the nutritional health of the
child. . In many countries children suffer
.. from rickets, due partly to the lack of foods
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. mainly to the fact that

illness known . as-

t

L 0 i
which contain the necessaty vitamin, but

the other sources,

the action of the sun o the skin, is limited.

in several ways.

Babies and young childfen, even 1n tropical
countries, may sometinles = be deprived of

sunshine because of the
in crowded urban condil
cause the houses are bu
the child cannot crawl
sunshine at will, somet

seculsion of womern
[ions, sometimes be-
1t on highI stilts and
in and out of the
imes because a fair

- because of the constant

"level to replace the misging nutrient.

skin in valued as a sign of beauty, some-
times because the child|is carried about all
day on the mother’s back, completely cover-
ed with the carrying clath, and occasionally
shade of the forest
in which they live. Thése hazards to child
health aré closely bound up with the whole
way of a peoplé. On the other hand, therc
are some conditions which are beyond the
control of the individuall In some areas, the
lack of an essential subgtance in the soil or
water can produce disease or disability in a
whole population, including. the children.
Here the solution of theiproblem lies not so
muich in individual change or action, but in
measures introduced at|state or national
This
goitre

is being done to prevent endemic

. (due to lack of iodine in the soil) in some

regions and to control dental decay by the
fluoridation of the domesltic' water supply in .
others. ‘ o
There is no easy road tp b'etter_hlea-lth for
the children through | better nutrition.
Parents throughout the world need help to
break the vicious circle lof malnutrition—
disease—poverty and . gtill moré severe
malnutrition. S
Research workers can pursll'}e the scientific facts

en which sound action can be based. Govern
ment authorities can do their part to, facilitate
the development and better loecal -
resources. -

use of

But unless each individuel jn the community s
prepared to accept the adventure of new ideas
and new ways little can be accomplished. All

" over the world, however, peiople are setting out

on that advenfure, and progress is being made
more rapidly than ever beitﬁ‘e in man's history.
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'LULLARIES OF INDIA =

- KARNATAK
C. K. TIRUMALESH

THROUCH .ULLABIES morals and ethics are taught;
stories and fahles told; long life and prosperity
bestowed, and health and heroism forecast:
what more could one wish for from a mother?
Her dreams and hopes are depicted in thea cradle
songs as she rocks the cradle-day in and day out,
putting the baby to sleep each night. While
young and old'alike enjoy the tunes and heart-
rending pathos, grandmother would like to offer
corrections in the wording and tune of the
" cradle-songs. None of us would have missed the
sweet melodious lullabies as a child, though very
few of us might remember or recollect them. Yet
to those of us who can remember the sweet
strains ringing in our ears, they bring memaories
that soothe and lull us for many a long day.

The subject-matter of these lu.labies varies ac-
cording to the faith of the mother. A Hindn
mother for éxample sings of the childish pranks
of the eternal child, Krishna, or Kumara, or
Ganapathi. These songs usually portray and
vividly narrate the sccial customs, festivals and

Shil C. K. Tirumalesh is Asstt. Editor (Kannada),

Broadcasting.

ceremonieé which form part of the religious life
of the household. .

Discriminatory treatment or quarrels among .

sisters and slsters-in-law, brothers and brother-
in-law often become the-theme of these luwilabies.

Almast every dspect of doms=stic and soceial life -

finds a place in these idyllic homely songs. They
imprint in the heart of every member of the
family a sound knowledge of our customs and
traditions and show us the right path in life.

The first lessons taught in the cradle wil cer-,
tainly stand the children in good stead in their |
‘laler years. : .

“Oh! baby, why are you crying?
You have everything you desire.

Here's the fresh milk of four she-buffuloes.
You have it whenever you ask for.” o
This song illustrates the cattle wealth and

prosperity of our villages in days gone by.
“Oh ! _my baby, you are not in the habit of
crying or worrying me.
You never insist on being carried about on the
waist -or shoulders, _ .
As such I don't mind even if. I have ten children
having your goodness and behaviour.”.

Ministry of Information and
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’ _.Mother s praise and joy have no- bounds when the
- -Tulls- h_er_‘chi d with love. ‘and deep aﬁrction She
:attributes all, lovable qual 1ties ‘to; her oﬂ’sprmg
.and wmhes every happmess

and prcsperlty to

- ) ‘

him, -

Her mshes do not end there She Wants her son

to be a great person. . "She hepes. her son would
be.a king in the* performance of hls duties; a lord

in justice; a gem of ' a man m speech and a
prophet. to the. world.

Pres.munw her child may be aﬂ’ected by the evil

eye, she weaves three circles round her baby’s .
head holding chillies, salt, and. sesum seeds-in
. her- hand and throws them 1nto the fire, thereby
' _.cons1gnmg to the'ﬁre all evu 1nﬁuencee which

. even today i many parts cf ‘Scuth India.
" :Poor mother isvery’ busy With Her household -

duties,. -receiving guests -sefvirg food and s5 on.

- -$hé has no tnne even, to think of her pretty

chiid!"

“When can the mother ‘remembe'r her chzld'?
She remembers whenever ghe eats .and wears

clean clothes after bath. or jetches- ﬂowers
from her kitchen- garden.”

"It 1s not unnaturar for a mother to have greater .

affection .for her first born. If the child is born

a few years after wedlock, it bacomes the very

embod-ment. cf ‘the love of the crmple'
“Of all kinds of rice, = -
the doddara is lovely. :
Of all kinds of puddies, , ~
Kalame is maost. beauttful. S s
Among the stars, i
Anuradhe is very attractwe. M
Of all the chﬂdren, .
the eldest son is the most Ioeable »
Inseparable relahonshlp and never: endmg love
among ‘the children- -born, to a mother are en-
shrined in the forluwmg song —_
“Saries could be. mended cmd WOoTn.
A lost wife could be replaced.

O child! how could you get your own brothers

and srste'rs once you have lost them ?”
A woman havmcr a male child is loved by her

parents because she is like ‘go.d that shines by _
itself, liké "a white lotus in a iake, hke a: parrot

in "a fruit-laden tree.

The similés and feelings expressed

.in  these

" luliabies are elemental and therefore universal;

théy find expression in highest hteratares the
world over.
“Birds long: for ‘their-nests -
Crops sown wait eagerly for rain,
C_'hzldren long fof théir mother.
Similarly, we desire to be with
" brothers and sisters.”

our own

- -

¥
. M . |
1

g
-

"}"‘N o doubt, -brother -is -our ™mga, -
but. the sister-in-law-is.npt: ours, h
-She, cant understand "dur ) ger or thrrsi_‘: " ]
“Home is. heaven for a marrled woman . .
" . though she has everythw in her. parent.s
"“house,” - . ; .

. l'|-
R %

'I‘hese songs point to the subtl
-play of ‘innermoast domestic relations that ru;e
the family life of our village falK.. .

~ Though "the male child is cOn's1dered very. ‘tm-
portant in a family, the femaqle chiid also ‘has
its due place in ceremonies, .. -} . - i ..
"Wlthout a daughter the’ Shr.rddha ceremony

R

_becomes fruitless, though the fon. offers ‘Pinda’

_(ball of rice) to his dead father " says one ‘ofv the .

lul abies. .
“Oh Creeperf
Don t wither,

. Doi’t lose you .colour or “cha
Spring up with tender leaves

Provide shade over my babLLs
The ahsve linss. reveal the sy

of co-operation: and joint act

!
My .

in twins. |
playgrou‘nd ”
bollc expressmn

our villages f__rm_n_Atlm.e immemotial,

“Let us console our- sister’s ch zld'ren e [

Let us bring - them up by
salt and rice.

: Oh children!
mother’s sz.ster.”

One’s heartfelt feehngs toward:

in the family and the help and

to the poor, the orphaned or the
‘these lullabies vibrant with life
. Mother’s love finds exquisite
.number of lullabies. Here is g

“Oh my baby! smile, smile;

I will kiss you on your rosy cheeks. !

When [ sing a lullaby,
You clap your tiny hands,
Let me close your twinkling

._Do you try to catch my curls|? -

I will carry you
on my breast,
I don’t like you crying.
You ere my flesh
~ and blood,
- Oh my lovely child! )
You are the fruit of my love,

You are the wealth of my life ]

What is the 1se of having
money and jewels ?
A will never be satisfied

Even if I kiss you.till eternityl”

vt

J'romdmg at lea.st:

You all’ call ne. as your: own

others’ chlildren
sympathy shown
> distressed make
and reality.
expression in a
typical one. . -

+
i

I
:iye ’

. o -4 ' .
Generally, these songs pass from rnothler to
-daughter, from sister to sister ahd from m'other-'

in-law to daughter- -in-law. Sg

them have seen the’ light of da;
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far, very few of
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and pnodzcals occasmnally pubhsh stich’ lullabies
There are numerous songs stul unpubhshed

A ventable treasure of them 1s available with

. Women in remote vxllages of our ¢ountry. If a.

: systematlc collection is made by tape-recording

or takmg them down on the spot. it -will provide -

very rlchll material for a socio-cultural history of
Indig in general.
.rich ‘any |modern literature. This hidden wealth
‘shiould be unearthed and used for the beneﬂt of
the people - .

_Revival of luliables and the pra,ctree of singing
them accurately with the proper tunés should be
encourag}ed in evely household. A freerendering
of them |in the différent languages of India is
sure to further strengthen the essentla; cultural
unltv of Ind1a . .

4 e

| punssB”
' - PRAN NATH SETH.

‘THE LULLABIES of Punjab thoagh a hotch- potch
of musrcal words reflect the chatacter of the
sturdy p'eople of the land. Théy reveal a
mothers expectations of. her child.
expectauons though ftrivial, show the affec-
tion of the mother for the child. She wants him
to drmk} plenty of milk, grow into a handsome

healthy young man .and wed a beautiful girl! It - -

is very dxﬂimﬂt to portary the real meaning of a
rustie lullahy ‘Which can be better enjoyed by
its musmal strain and amusmg content than its
real meaning

In the Ifollowlng lullaby, mother wants her

little son to drink a jug-of milk and let no one
see. h1m|domg so Lullaby in PunJa.bl is called

- Lori,

Loram Lori.
: Du,dhl'. Katori.
Lokan tun chori.
Pee lai Way Nikia.
Lullaby O, Lullaby
A jug of milk,
- Drink, my child, drink
-Let no one see you’ o

2086 - |

Besides, this will certainly en- -

. These -

" such songs.

“taken up as common subjects.

“Heré is anothst’ jullaby where a “mother’ wants

her child to- take plenty of buffalo’s mnk In

‘this lullaby the words oon, con are there only
to please the child and to create a scund ‘effect.

Bol Bol Ni Nindan Di .Pariye.
. Kake Da Viah Kiddan Kariye.
Qon, Oon, Qon......
Kanak di Rote te Majh ha Dodh .
_Raje do Putran di Weaddi - Waddi. Budh,
* Oon, Qon, Qon,..... : R
Speak, O Fairy of Sleep, Speak . -
When should - this boy be married, ‘
Oon, Con, Oon..... .

" Speak, O Mother Sleep, Speak,

What do the King's sons eat?
Oon, Oon, Oon......

‘Bread of Wheat and milk of Buffalo

King's son acquire great msdom thereby
Qon, Oon, Oon ......
Punjabis ‘are primarily agricultural people.
Thus many a lullaby contain the description
of what a Punjabi peasant wants to do. For
mstance .
Ullar BuIIa;r—Bawe da )
Babg- Kanak Liawega —_— -
Baba Kanak Nun Chatte ga :
Kaka Khir Khir Hasse- ga
UGllar Bullar, O, Grandpa.
Grandpa brings wheat,
He will winnow_ the corn,
My sonnie will laugh heartily!

TRIPURA

SAKTIPADA CHAKRAVARTY _
CRADDLE-SONG 1s & part of the folk-songs of the
Tripuris. Here the miother lulls her child piacing

- in .a bamboo-made craddle with the singing of

a rythmic sweet . song. There is no hard-and
fast rule as to choice of the subject matter of
The advent of a tiger—the hunting
description of | the
catching wild

squad of the village—the -
pecuiiar bamboo-made trap for

animals—the {ight of a youngman with a tiger to

save the lives-of the innocent villagers, etc., are.
Even the ordi-
nary creepers and shrubs around the court-yard
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are not forgotten. Above all one must be charm-

ed to hear the beautiful words of a mother ex-

pecting the arrival of a youngiman. Here we
find a spark of the flow of the universal love
permeating in the hearts of human beings. No
immates hear the pathetic agony of such mothers
execept the sleeping child. - Following is a transla-

tion of such a craddle-song collected recent,y )

from Jirania Block area.

“Look! who has entered the village,
Rush up and shoot him at once.
Oh! he is just crossing the outskirts,

. To have an unending glance With me
With whom I played, danced and dined.
Oh my good vilagers,

Send immediately the receivers

“To receive this noble fighter
Who has crossed hills and dale
"To have an unending glance with me.
With. whom I played, danced and dined,
Oh my comrades can’t you recognise,

My lover has come in disguise

* With that same complexion and golden shoes
To give you all the last thrash

. And to have an unending glance with me
With whom I played, danced and dined.”

HINDI
J. P .GOY_EL

Luliabies, - everywhere, 'are  addressed to the
sweetest and the most delicate human sentiment
-—the child. Indian lullables emerge from a
pledominantly agrlcultural society and hence
are closely wedded to Nature. Like other Indian
languages, Hindi is algo rich in lullabies. In
the oneé given helow the mother invokes sleep
to come and luli her 1estless child to rest

_."And ull her to rest.

'Alight swiftly from above, from the-stars
And settle lightly on her -brows '

i+ UANd then, cast around her your net of
‘strangest dreams

".Come thou! O my child’s sweet sleep,
‘come

VGather together and thread them all
) A:All the pearls of tears she shed
And call around all the fairies from the
wonderland :

* Come thou!
come-!

" And lull her to rest.

o my child’s sweet sleep,

" Come thou ! o my child’s sweet sleep, come |

Tt has started late;

‘It must end too soon;’
"Winter is at the gate;
Is love still a boon?. . .

November. 16

Autumn R@se

The smlhng rose

Rose in the spring,
With a wealth of petals,
Red in their bhloom. '
Fldwer' flowed: 'fromr ﬂ(’)w.r:

To fade, fall, or rise, . |
1t was the high tide of &

r,

locmn,

Till the scorch of the surimer stopped it.

Stopped it, scorched it,

‘And the parched earth panted” !

Through the long day ar
Till one day the skies gz
Burst and poured their

Of monsoonish plethora,
In wild detumescence,

Obliterating tracé and. me

And out of this plentitud

Has sprung an autumn 1
Like the woman one 1_'ove
Clinging to the soul.

<
[

thered;

TMory.

e

bse,
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We HAVE had the first Seminar of the year

at Srmagar This was followed immediately

by the Conference of Ministers for Agricul-
ture and allied subjects. " The recommenda-
tions of the Seminar, therefore; found full
play in the deliberations during the Minis-
ters’ Conference. These recommendations
necessarily weére-integrated with the ap-

proved all-India policy, and our Seminar ac-

cordingly grew :from the regional to the
national level. I had the opportunity of
participating in the Seminar as aiso the
Ministers’ Conference. ' I came back con-
vinced that the problems of agrlculture were
more a matter of orgamsatlon than of know—
ledge or finance :

~Our techlnlcal ofﬁcers from States are as
-good as we can’ discover. in, this" country.
India has to be developed by Indians. -“We
cannot. ‘make wHholesale - 1mp0rtat1on of
workersifrom abroad. ‘I am also sure.that
by and ]ia.rge foreign .techni'claﬁs‘, except for
some high level specialists, will be no better
than the.technicians wé have in our midst.
‘I found 1t heartening to see that our Direc-
tors of Agmeulture .of Ammal Husbandry

'and other Technical Officers were as keen as-

we are to play their role in national recons-
tructlon If they are not belng able to make
- their mark it i5" because we have not ‘suc-
ceeded- m securing for- them the administra-

tive and financial powers which, for ins-.

tance, we provided for the Development
Commissioners and other officers along the
line. There is also the inadequacy of super-
visory slaff. Besides, there is an ahsence of
recogmtwn ‘of teehmcal excellence. Is it
therefore any. wonder that in these circums-
cribed Iconditions, - our technical officers
_rernain jinextricably tied down to the pre-
paration of reports, plans and programmes
on paper which are bemg called for by all

and sundry"
We then come to the next lmportant ques-
'-tlon—-—whether the emoluments we offer to

.‘2'03 i

‘comperatively
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FROM A WAYFARERS DMRY

a graduate in Agmeulture An1mal Hus-

‘bandry and allied subjects are comparable

to those enjoyed by his counterpats in other
fields such as medicine, engineering.and ad--
ministration. How do we expect to draw in
the best talents of the country for technical
development ‘unless We appremate the merit
of technical services in the deveIOpment of
our resources"

FIVE YEARS OF PILGRIMAGE

On the 2nd October we - completed five
years of pilgrimage with the first-set of pro-

,jects which "we started as the pilot in the

year 1952, I am not i 1n a position to sum up
“all our successes = and
failures but I would like to "attempt a broad
generalisation. It is good even as an

exercise. 'The credit side may be listed as
follows:—
(1} The forgotten vﬂlager has ~come in to

the focus.

He has shed "his fear of the erstwhiie
coercieve apparatus of. Government.

He has shown that he can be prcgresslve
in outlook beyoand our expsctations if he
can’ be convinced of the soundness of
. the prcposition offered.
He has given proof that he can combine
with others in an effort to “iive and iet .
live” if he is not misguided by reaction-
. aries and designing self-seekers.
(5). The Governmsnt apparatus has also
shown that it has a soul, and the soul
can manifest itself if the climate is there.
A new army of liberation is already in
the making.
The abortiveness of unco-ordinated effort
has been proven-beyond doubts.
There has been expansicn in the facili-
ties for training in all spheres.

2

(3).

4

. (8)
n

(8

On the debit side T would _ list only twn
factors from ‘which all else follow :— .

(1 Our failure ‘to create institutions at
village and Block levels such .as can take
over the initiative from Government.
Our failure to oﬂer dxgmty to technical
excellence -:

(2)




“Three wise men of Hindostan”

WHATS ON IN THE STA TES

BIHAR

WiIirH THE growing emphasis on
child welfare the movement in
this direction assumed sufficient
importance in this State during
the past few years. Quite a
number of organisations devot-
ed to the education and welfare
of children sprang up. Some of
these organisations are on-all
India pattern while others have
only local affiliation.

School children have had some
opportunities of receiving train-
ing in discipline; self-help ete.
through their participation in
the Scouts and Guides move-

ment as also through their en-

rolment in A.C.C. and N.C.C,
etc. The privilege, however, was
exclusively available to school
going children and great need
was felt for extending similar
opportunities to non-school go-
ing children also with a view to
fostering in them team-spirit
and a sense of esoteric well-
being.

Organisations like Balkanji Bari
and Kishore Dal started being
popular in this State for the last
five vears and their branches
were ogpened at various places
all over the State. Till recently,
however, their activities were
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concent.rdted more or less in cer-
tain tOW1iIS like Patna, Muzaffar-
pur, Bhagalpur, Gaya etc. These
organisafions had some interest-
ing and|useful programme of
works arl?ongst chiidren ineclud-
ing physical cuiture, fraining in
good m'!nners and social
fare worl.

wel-

Scme of the important organisa-
tions dolng child welfare work
in the Siate are the following:—

{1) Baikanji Bari

(2) Kilhore Dal.

(3) Suhrid Sangh'

(4) State Welfare Board.

(3) Tafun Dal,

(6} Karamshi]ll Kishore Kul.
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. The office .of this

Some 1mp0rtant detaﬂs concefn-
ing these orgamsa.tlons and
their activities are summansed
below .

THE BIHAR STATE BALKANJK

BARL .
organisation
was opened in the year 1951 to
regulate and control its units in
Bihar, At present 42 affiliated
units are functxoning throughout
Bihar specialiy in rural areas
and they are| engaged in -all
round d"velopment of. children
through physmal culture and
other recreatlonal activities.
" Three of its branches namely
the Bal Kala Kendra, Bal Bidya
. Bhawan and the Child Guidance
Clinic and Information Centre
~ which are attached to its head-
quarters at Kadamkuan, Patna
have been
useful work amongst
The State Government

children.
have

recognised the Balkanji Barl as’

an educational institution and
the local bodles have been
directed to help them as far as
possible. Goveinment have a.so
‘been giving- casual grants to
_scme of the branches
organisation from time to time.

Efforts have also been made to S . ;
This is a yery old

“which. had been started as a

take the children ~out on Al
India tours. - In 1533 some of
them went and one of their
live's desires was fulfilled when

they met the Prime Minister. -

The same year-in June 50 chil-
dren were taken on an educa-
tional tour to Kashmir. In 1955 a
gimilar trip | was
Bombhay. Next year they were

taken to Agra.:..

The Bal Kala|Kendra has been E

.providing opportunities to Chlld-
ren to develop their artistie
talent by utilising their leisure

hours and thereby to promote

. Indian culture. Lesson in ins-
- trumental musie, dances, paint-
ings, - modelling crafts, sew-
ing, embroidery and leather
works are being given to mem-
bers on payment of
tution fee of Rs. 3and a month-
ly fee of Re. 1. The Kendra
holds -its examinations

0 !

- awards certificates.

- grganised
-musenm dttached to it.

domg particuiarly-

of this’

taken to-

monthly’

. to the running - of
and Baris. :

about 50 children. Boys and

- girls. within thé age of 5 to 14

years only are. eligible for ad-
mission to Bal Kala Kendra.

The Bal Bidya Bhawan has ac-
quired about 2000 books so far
which are particularly useful for
children. Besides, = library the
Bal Bidya Bhawan has: also an
reading room and

The Child Guidance Clinic anhd

"Information Centre has been

providing medical facilities to

delinquent children.
KISHORE DAL
The Kishore Dal which is an ail
Indian Organisation "has iis
pbranches aill over Bihar. This
grganisation has been  giving
training in physical culture as
well as in discipline and self—
reliance to’ its members.

almost. all the towns of Bihar as
also in quite a number of impor-
tant villages. Government have
been sanctioning casual grants

to the various instituiions run

by this organisation.

" SUHRID -SANGH |
institution

literary society but whose acti-
vities have ccnsiderably expand-
ed during the recent years. The
Suhrid Sangh has at present a
special section for children where

training in fine arts.like musie, .

dance and drama are given

.Children -are also encouraged to

participate in literary act1v1ties

STATE SOCIAL WELFARE
- BOARD _

State Socia.l Welfare

(I'he

Board have opened about ‘15
.Bal Baris at various centres in
The total’ number of

the- State.
children attending. these Bal
Baris varies from 20 to 35 each.

Kindergarten courses and train--

ing in discipline and every day
¢ourtsey are provided by these
centres. - The Gram Sewlkas lock
these Bal
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At present,
the Kendra has a membership of

The .
organisation has its-branches in-

“passage of time

TARUN DALS AND THE
KARAMSHILL KISHORE KUL

These orgamsatlons— are on, the
basis of the 4-H Clubs of Ame-
rica. Each Tarun Dal has four
sections namely, Yuvak Dal,
Mahila Dal, Bal Dal and Kanya
Dal, the last two being children’s
sections. Children within  the
age of T to 13 years are enroiled
in the Bal Dal and Kanya Dal.
Children are . given-- elementary
training in selected crafts which

-may at a later stage he taken up
- as an avocation

in life. They
are also engaged in Group actl-
vities with a view to developing
in them a sense of leadership
and also with a view to bringing
home to them thée advantages of
corporate life.

The Karamshill Kishore Kul is
5 simiiar organisation with th= -
same aims and objects as also

‘the same programme of works

amongst children. So far, the
total number of such organisa-
tions in -the  State is -about
30) with membership of about
3000 children. The movemsnt is
gaining strength and with - the
it is lIikely to
cover the whole State. Each
member of the Club is entrusted
with a particuiar project suited
to hislher inclinations and is
being helped by the technical
staff of the Block to acquire the
necessary know-how in regard
to the same. It has not, how-
ever, been possible to ‘organise
these Clubs -on an uniform
pattern and the flags and em-
blems adopted by - these Clubs

- vary from area to area.

The scheme has been quite suc-
cessful at certain places.
year boy in village Ormanjhi
Block -has been able to ralse 2

- +maunds of honey in one year by
- keeping four bee hives.

Besides the above.
-grganisationis have done :appre-
-ciable: work. amongst

few,  :other
chidren.
They are the following:—
(1) Sishu Bhawan, -Patna.
(2). Sishu Sadan, Patna.
(3) Nawyuvak Bal .Kendra,
Bhsagalpur.
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(4) Bal Blkas Ashram, Muza-

fiarpur. ) .

(5) Bal Bikas Public

School,
Patna, City. - :

(6) Bal Pustkalaya, Auranga- .

‘bad. .
"Of the above the Hitaishi
‘Pustakalaya in Patna City has
ofganised a Museum for putting
on‘show articles made by child-
ren with theif cwn hands. “The
_Museum though not very rich
-now promises to have a greatb
future. The Bal Pustkalaya at
Aurangabad has attached. to it

an AKKkhara and a dramatic so-

ciety also run by children.

As has been said above quite a
number of these organisations
have been given grants by the
Government., A statement is,
-enclosed showing the names ol
these institutions, average num-
ber of boys and girls who are
associated with them and Gov-
ernment grants made availabie
- to them respectively. Some of
these instilutions "impart edu-
_ cation to children after the Mon-
tessary system. Some of them
also give training in musie, dance
and drama. A few of these ins-
titutions impart specialised
training in home crafts also liks
spinning, weaving and Newar
making. ‘

WEST BENGAL

IN WesT BENGAL a number
of children’s organisations have
been functioning for some years.
The students’ movement in West
Bengal ig perhaps the oldest in
India.” In the twenties of this
‘century, a Bengal civilian or-

A
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ganised a youth movement, call-

ed Bratachari- whose -object was
- to stimulate the youth

in -self-
help and mutual co-operation.

. Bratachari . adopted . folk songs

and folk dances-of Bengal K and

 Tnany" néw songs were' composed

by the leader to attract the
vouth., The Bratachari move-
ment received official patronage
and was introduced. in - many
educational institutions through-
out the province. It could not
however .draw forth the yvoung
men of Bengal and could not
obviously” assume the character
of a national movement. It is
however still continuing. but
mostly as an aid to - drill and
exercise. '

Some non-official children’s or-
ganisations on provincial level

.were set up during the last 20
Two of them, the Mani-

years.
mela Kendra and the Sab-peye-
chir-asar, are open to children
upto 16.  These two organisa-
tions are run by the crganisers
of the Children’s Corner of two
Bengali dailies. "Young mem-
bers form local cenires under
the guidance of a

man. - They have regular clubs

. where they do their daily drills

" Rabindranah 'Tagore
. movement organised for children

Jlocal youth and children. °

and- exercise; they also form
small libraries, They receive
no financial grant from the State
or the central organisation. They
arrange annual excursions and

gather at a place- every year.’
" .This movement is however con-

fined mostly to scheol children
in urban and semi-urban areas.
This has not touched the rural
children nor is it related to anyv
concerted effort at changing the
rural life of Bengal.

had a

and a Bratidal. was formed at
Sreeniketan—his centre for rural
upliftment  work. Bratidals
were formed in villages with
This
Bratidal movement has not how-
ever expanded ! beyond ‘the

‘neighbouring 'villages of Sree-

niketan. At Santiniketan schoal
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. children

tribution

forms a

local young -

'ther

have a Sevabibhag, The
school children of Patha-Bhavan,
-Santiniketan raise contributions
_and colle'ct old clothes for- dis-

among the poor peo-
neighbouring villages.
_visit the, villages re-
every month. - This
part of their. lesson
which thpy can usefully employ
in their later lives. ' :

All thesd. movements are -how-

ple in thp
They alsk
gularly -

‘ever isoldted from the main so-
-eial eurrént:

In any movement
for social change the. children
have ‘also] a role to play. In-fact,
without {heir éonscious partici-

‘pation the socidl movement can

hardly bucceed.  |Neither in
sanifation) nor in education the
leaders cpn ignore the role of
children,] No programme in
these sphieres can fully succeed
unless the children volunteer to
take some. responsibility. A
healthy |children’s . movement

‘cannot gfow on spoon-feeding.

It must] develop "with. local
talents and resources. It must
also be linked up with the acti-
vities of [the elders.. - For this
purpose the West Bengal Gov-
ernment | introduced a scheme
for organisation .of youth in
Block arjelas into Bratidals. The
objective [ behind thé scheme is
to build up -the . health and cha-
racter of {the rural youth, to in-
culcate al| sense of discipline in
them arjd to inspire them to
take up| Community Welfare
activities.] So far- 40 Brafidals
have been set up .in different
blocks unfer this scheme.

In some| of the C.D. blocks,
municipalities were formed by
the boys nnd the villages were
kept clean. Young literate boys

‘used flaskh cards to explain the

need for [nutritive food to the.
ladies. hey also _ helped in
growing (kiichen gardens. At
present n organisation with
farmers’ Hoys is being sef up on

the all-India pattern.

To step. up agricultural produc-
tion in the country it was fur-
decided to associate the

Rl




Block.,
_been opened ih different Block

. areas and 8 Thana offices. The

. villages.
-be for a month and will include

.six  such
Memari

.-;'illages wiki- agricultural activi-

. ties.  For thi$ purpose it was

decided to 'set up the Young
Farmers’ Association. The
Young Farmers' Association has
its bases in thé villages with 24

“to 30 farmers’ boys forming one

unit.  These junits have an
soffice at a Thana which is co-
terminous with an N.. E. S.
So i‘ar 40 umts have

Young. Farmers’ Association has
adopted a programme for {rain-
ing the farmers’ boys in the
The” programme aill

public health !and sanitation,
social educatlon and co-opera-
tion besides agrlculture A de-
sC1510n has been takeh to open
training centres at
(qudwan), Fulia
(Nadia), Jalpaigoori, Kalimpong
{Darjeeling). Sreemketan -and

: . Tamluk (Mldnapur)

IT 15 well known t,hat in mosi
ot our v1lla.ge homes the child
“does” not get mhk unless his

'pa.rent.a' can afford to maintain
“COWS. Orgamsed private da1r1es,

“from whlch milk supphes can he -

purchased “and rare, The “Milk-
‘men class” which used to tend
‘cattle and produce milk and
butter in bulk:for supply to ‘the
village commumty, is also fast
disappearing.

The ‘Government of Orissa are

“operating a scheme which aims

at providing . some “nutritive
supplements” iqo the food of the
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Joads.

from the desire to,

first 6 months

village child; in the shape :of
milk, mid-day meal and butfer
oil.

The first phase of this scheme is
to operate for six months, which
has already begun. The Blocks
in the State have been divided
into 3 classes, on the basis of
educational advancement, num-
ber of  schools, accessibility,
density of population and other
geographical and physical fac-
tors. It has been decided that
during the first Phase, the

.scheme would have s fixed cover-

age of children, For example in a
Class ‘A’ Block 2,000 Children, in

4 Class ‘B’ Block "1,500 Children’

and in a Class ‘C’ Block 500
Children will be c¢overed with
the henefits of the scheme. Ac-
cording to this scheme 1,28,500
children will be benefited in 104
Blocks.

~ The scheme applies to children

of the age-group 5 to 14 years.
At the rate of 1% oz of milk
powder, per day, per child, the
requirements of the Blocks have
been worked, . and it has also

been decided that in § days of

a week the children will be fed.
The State Government pays

the freight and transport charges -

of the milk received, The B.D.O.
sees to the quick distribution of
the stocks to the schools: select-

ed for the purpose. Milk-
powder barrels. are carried to
the remotest villages, and at

places .across. difficult terrains,

fieids. hills, where there are no
For one Bleck it was
actually transported on the back
0f Bullocks across hills to dis-
tant schools. The impetus comes
reach the
child in fhe most distant v11]acre

-with this benefit.

The t,o(;al quantity indented fqr
is 12,70,000 1bs.
The entire field agency of de
pa.rtments like, Heaith, Educa-
tion and Gram Panchayat have
been mobilised -to superwse ‘and
operate the scheme, hand in

hand' with the Block personnel.

All possible measures have ‘been

thought of to prevent abuseé of
the free supplles of milk-powder.

FodidEeTs L
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‘State Government

In the 2nd Phase, the target is |
-to cover all the

to 14 years}, in all the schools,
throughout the State. The pro-

- gramme will be drawn up, based

experiences obtained
operation of
phase. This will operate, after
every Block completes six
months of first phase of distribu-

tions.

on the
during

Villagers, and their representa-
tive Gram Panchayats have been
brought fully into the scheme.
They have to confribute in the
shape of rice, vegetables, sugar,

-fuel, pots and pans required for

the preparation ~of liquid milk

-and mid-day meal. A competitive

spirit is introduced by declaring
that preference will be given to
schools in the Panchayats, where
the Panchayat agrees to spon-
sor the scheme with necessary
contribution.

planned to
combine the Feeding Scheme
with a scheme for

the village school children in the
schools. '‘Both these schemes,
together, aimed af making a
determined bid to tackle the
Chiid Health Problems
villages, which, in fact, are quite
formidable, but so far the
Health Scheme has not come
through, UNICEF have been
requested. to use their good
offices to persuade "~ “WHO &
UNESCO to sponsor this Health
Scheme, as & very special case.
Both these Schemes are hoped
to be extreinely popular, as ihe
villagers can be quickly im-
pressed with . visual benefits in
the health of their children. At
a later stage,
volunieer to finance the scheme
by contributing their mite.

Recently a party of UNICEF
representatives went round to
see some of the schools in which

children are getting milk. They

were extremely happy to see not
only the children but  their
parents, very much excited over

‘this scheme and striving their.

best to make it a suecess. At one

children (5 .

the 1st -

rendering -
First Aid and health services to -

in the

people may,




place the villagers have arrang-
ed to send two young men daily
to help the village school teach-
er in preparing and distributing
the milk. .Some villagers also go
to watch and supervise. In an-
other village the Gram Pancha-
vat appears to be extremely
cautious, not to issue more than

a days consumption of milk-
powder to the willage school
teacher. The village schoot

teacher complained of his diffi-
culty.in walking a mile or two to

get the . daily. supply. This
interest: of the v111agers . Was
most encouragmg

The State Government have

decided to extend the scheme to
72 new Blocks which are pro-
posed " to be opened next year,
But a policy to go slow has been
decided upon. Instead of in-
creasing the coverage of children
it is decided to stick to the same
basis as in the first group of
Blocks, and watch the resulls.
Even at this limited basis the
total requirement would be to a
tune of about 38 lakhs for the
vear 1958. Tt will be sufficlent
to give -13 oz of milk-powder
daily. for 5 days in a week, to as
many as 2,237,500 children.

BOMBAY

To assocTaTE the village children
with development activities right
from their childhood and to en-
able them to imbibe'the neces-
sary qualities of a good citizen,
under the auspices of this Train-
-ing Centre-cum Developmenb
project ‘Bal Shetkari Samaj’ were

‘land to the Bal

- pperations e.g.

v

organised -in 1953 ir'x -s0me of the
villages of the Smdewahi C.D.
Block. As a result: of a -Seminar
held in 198356 "at this Training
Centre this institution of chil-
dren was renamed! as Bal Vikas
Mandal.

Children of the age. group 8 to 14
yvears are admitted in the Bal
Vikas Mandal and there are not
more than 20 members in each
Bal Vikas Mandal. The members
elect their own prles1dent and
Secretary. All decisions are
taken by majority of votes. They
meet as often as is necessary.
To help them undertake their
activities a V1llage' Leader, ' the

" Village Teacher and the Gram

Sewak are associated with the

.activities of each Bal Vikas Man-

dal. In this Block so far 36 such
Bal Vikas Mandals have been
organised and all of these have
been working successfully.

Each Bal Vikas Mandal has to
undertake two types of activities
viz. 1. Community Projects and
2. Individual Projects. Both the
community and individual pro-
jects are always based on recom-
mendations pertaining to im-
proved practices. In the Com-
munity Projects are included cul-
tivation of paddy by the Japa-
nese method of paddy culiiva-
tion ete.
enlightened villagers give their
Vikas Mandal
without charging any rent. Even
the improved seed, fertilizers
ete, are supplied by the ‘villagers

" and those heavy operations eg.

puddling of the fiéld etc. Which
cannot be undertaken by the
members of the Bil Vikas Man-
dals are done by the villagers, in
the presence of the boys. Other
growmg of nur-
series, transplanta,mon, working
of the ‘Touchl Gurmas', weeding

ete. are done by the boys them- -

seives under the guidance of the
village leader ‘and  the Gram
Sewak. The produce belongs to
the Bal Vikas Mandal and the
value of the same is utilised by

them in the manner they deem -

fit, on_the advice of the Village
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- paddy produce

For this some of the .

of their atbtivities .

‘Some of the Bal Vikas
ave invested their
in the Village

Leader.
Mandals

Grain Banks.

The Individual Projects include
rearing of cattle, poultry, Kitchen
garden, flower garden; prepara-
tion of mode:s, spinning etc. The
members ofl the Bal Vikas Man-
dal at LONKHERI have prepared
their clothds out of the yarn
spun by them. Some of them
have reared improved ‘birds and
many of thém have made beauti-
ful orname':tal gardens. Cultural
activities ¢ nstltute an important

item of this programme. Some
of them have orgamsed their
own ‘Kala | pathaks’ ' (Cultural
squads). e Bal Vikas Mandal
at GEW A earned Rs. 72|- by
stagmg a -

imporn ant occasions the

memhers of the Bal Vikas Man-
-dals take part in the comunity
programmses organised by - vil-
lagers. They have been taking
part in Village Cleanliness drive,
constructioh of soak pits, com-
post pits gte. Once in.a “year
Zonal rallibs of these, Bal Vikas
Mandals are organised under the
auspices of[the Community Deve--
iopment Block, Sindewahi.  In
each ralld 8 to 10 .Bal Vlkas
Mandals- jgin. The host village.
makes arrangements ‘for = their
lodgmg and boardmg An ex-
hibition of|the exhibits prepared

by the embérs of various
Bal Vikay; Mandals is also
arranged 4t the time of each

rally. Sports and cuitural acti: .
vities are also arrangéd. At the
time of thq rally & small seminar
is also arfanged so that the
members cgn discuss how best to
make an mprovement in_their
wqumg n the concludmg day
each Bal Vikds Mandal through
its secretgry presents a report
‘during the
year. Theg Bal Vikas Mandals
who are Juldged to have done ex-

'year are glven useful prizes. The

most - outstanding thing about
these rallies is that all events

| ‘cellent ij during the prevmus

213




lnclu'dlng speeches are managed
by the' children;  village
leaders ‘and the Block staﬁ are
there only to give guidance

' These Bal Vikas Mandals are
self- sufﬁcient| institutions and
'practically no monetary help has
been given to them from the
Block funds. In order that their
activities may: be sustained with-
- out any finanecial assistance from
outside we have not been en-
couraging ahy monetary ald
from the Block funds. Of late,
- ‘however, there have bee1_1‘ press-
ing demands from these Mandals
for help in the form of equip-
ments to enalj:le them fo im-
prove their skills, It has now,
" therefore, -been decided that
those Bal Vikas Mandals which
have done very useful work in
other fields should = be. given
. equipmenfs aﬁnd necessary mate-
rials for* ‘Newa.r makmg, “Spin-
hing’, ‘Chalk- stlck making’ ete.

Qur- immedla.te target’ is to have
Bal Vikas Mandals for all vil-
lages having a population of 500
and abhove a:nd atleast 4 Bal
Vikas Mandals in each Gram
" Sevak’s circle. We have so far
been. able to ! organise 36 ' Bal
Vikas Mandals and we hope to
reach the target in the next few
months. ' '

Our experience of these -Bal
Vikas Mandals has shown that
there is a definite change for the

better in the ‘hattitude” of those -

children who join the Bl Vikas

Mandals. - These childrén are al- -

ready getting i:nterested with the
aims and objéct-s and the - acti-

vities of the :Commur_llty Deve-

'lopment progr"am'me and, there-
fore, it is expected that when

they attatn manhood they will .
prove themselves better citizens.
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KERALA

THE CONSCIOUS use of recreation
in educating. the mind of the
child is a new experiment which
the Community - Development
Programme iz attempting. As
the final purpese of the pro-
gramme is to creale a new

‘pattern of village life, the signi-

ficance of shaping the life and
thought of the child in accept~
ing the new way of life is ‘more
and more reaased

There are more than 207 So-
cieties and clubs for children
Which are utilising the free time
of children to educate them in
the principles of community life
through play and action and
other “activities -highly coloured
with an element of reereation.
These societies are 'known ~ by
different names in the various
Blocks, such as Bala Sanghams,
Bala Samajams, Balar Sabha,
Children’s Club ete. 'They are
mostly attached to the Women's
Clubs. A few are aftached to
Libraries and Reading Rooms.

-Only ‘a’ small number of them

could claim
tence.

independent exis-
Besides these clubs, faci-

lities for play and games are -

provided for children in many
of the Community Reereation
Centres. Almost all Blocks have
set up Children's Parks.

The Social Education Organisers

in each Block are the ec¢hief.

sponsors of -the societies, al-
though, in general,; co-operation
from non-official agencies such
as Panchayats and voluntary
organisations has been torth-
coming in abundance to pget
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.

- speaker

through the differenl pro-

- grammes.

Chlldren between the age -of 4
to 14 are enlisted ‘in' the clubs:
A:club may consist of a handful
of members or many. Thus"in
the 4 clubs in Uzhavoor, a mem-
bership of - 500 is claimed whiie
in Parli there are only 25 mem-
bers per club. ‘As a rule in the
classes held for the children, to
teach them songs, dance ete.
membership varies widely, say
between eight to , twenty-five,
In Child Welfare Centres, bat-
ches of 20-25 children are select-
ed and there are Blocks like
Mavelikara where already 5
such batches have already re-
ceived a full course of treatment.

Bome of the societies, not all of
them are working weil. . Some
have even Radio sets and loud-
arrangements. Consi-
derable eflfort is bheing made to
put all of them on a permanent
footing. In the better worked
societies there will be guardian’s
committee to guide.the children
properly. .To a very considerable
extent, democratic procedure is
Intreduced in these centres in
the setting up of standing com-
mittees, and in the election of
leaders, deputy leaders, general
secretaries etc. for the various
leagues and teams of children. -
There are 15 such centres in
Muvattupuzha and 32 in Kci-
puram. A very iarge share of
management of these centres
are in the hands of women
and it may be mentioned that’
all-the 15 centres in Mave-
likara are looked after by women.
Great attention is paid to see
that the children are imparted
a correct and exhaustive know-
ledge in the 'rules and codes of
the pames and sports and all
the allied dctivities and they are’
advised to strictly observe these
rules. :

Recreational activities of a co-
operative rather than competi-
tive nature is always emphasised.
These include group dancing,
group musie, group games and
‘drama. Cultural programmes




{ike folk dance, drama, efc. are
always encouraged and are
conducted in all the Blocks.
Meetings are held and lectures
and discussions conducted re-
garding indoor and outdoor
games and the s1gmﬁcance of
the activities of the club in
general. Competitions in essays,
elocutions, etc. are held and
are backed by widespread enthu-
siasm. In some cases children’s
_literature. is supplied. Balan's
pubiiéation is the chief source
‘of childrens’ 11tera..,u1e

Children are grouped according
to age and each group is given
different types and patterns of
work or play most suited to its
mantal and. physical make-up.
In nursery classes, for instance
illustrated books, picture blocks,
block building, ete. are pro-
vided to give the child a basic

course in manual and visual
training.  Children above the '
nursery stage and below  the
teenage are suppied with
_ skipping ropes, .snakes and
ladders. tennicoit ° and are
" taught folk dances, songs, etc.

Social service leagues are set up
- in schools for boys below four-
teen. These leagues attractk

. widespread interest and during.
vacations. children are organised -

"to observe labour weeks' and
conduct social-service camps in
the villages. Mass cleaning
. compaigns, renovation of school
buildings, levelling up of
grounds, gardening, road build-
ing and renovations indicate

only a few of the important-

items of wotk they ecarry out in
their Thectic enthusiasm to
-participate in national recoh-

struction. There are no hard and

fast rules regarding the nature
of work or play. they take up.
Consequently great’ diversity Is
"seen in thé nature of work per-
formed from Bl ock to Block and
even among the various clubs.

In some Blocks children from
farmers’ clubs and - learn the

improved techniques and . prac-.

tises in agriculture. Some clubs
take to spinning. The girls are

‘the Post Intensive
‘hardly sufficient.

- activities.

- nation-building alctlwtles.

- children

trained  in . garment making,
poultry development or spin-
ning.

Programmes for the proper. care’

and feeding of children point to
another important . .aspect of
work taken up in- the Blocks.

"Maternity cliniecs and child wel-

fare ‘centres situated in the
various blocks give free medieal
ajid and better nourishment to
under-nourished - children and
expectant mothers. Distribution

‘of milk, vitamins and food to

poor ' children is' reported by
several blocks. A few creches
are also  functioning where
babies of working class parents
are  looked after during da.y
t1me

The funds requlred for carrying

out. these activities are met by,

the blocks and also by philan-
thropists, the Panchayats and
voluntary orgamsatlons where-
ever they exist. Some difficulty
is expermnced in keepmg up the
tempo of activity | in the Post
Intensive Blocks. as the funds
allotted to these| activities - in
stage s

A few facts emerge out- of these
Flrst,ly an army of
children are takmg part in the
such
as road

.cleaning .campaigns,

-building, ete. "It i§ true that the

work is coloured by an element

-"of play-situation for mobilising
-the neeegssary enthusiasm from

the boys.
ing the

The impact of  excit-
social .incentives of
in = achieving results
valuable to the community has
tremendous significance in a
programme which emphasises
social change and co-operation.
Even more significant is the fact

that in the process, of working

together on. 4 scale -and scope
of the kind envisaged,. they
learn to subordinate the indivi-
dualistic, competitive spirit to
group -achievement.
importance of group play in the
development of the child is well-
recognised. Abnormal, egoism,
selfishness-and shyness is fre-
quently ~adjusted in .the play
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Indeed the .

situation
the rules
and get «
recognise
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an active
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drives in school premises, mock
parliament, laying” kitchen gar-
dens, encouragement of small
savings for obtaining play mate-
rials, study tours and staging
variety shows on .festive occa-
-ssiong and on days of natmnal
+ importance. -

MADHYA °
PRADESH

TugE proBLEM! of child-welfare
and educatiun in Madhya ‘Pra-
desh became 1more extensivée
on- NovemberI 1, 1956 with the
formation of  the new State,
with wider’ terr1tory and larger
population. As a result, the com-

munity development programmes'

and pro;ects] of which child-
welfare activities form an inte-
gral part, are being modified,
remodelled and widened to
attain the objective of an inte-
grated. development of mental
and material! resources of vil-
lages of the new State. It is
proposed to devide the new state
‘inte 404 Development Blocks by
the end of the Second Plan
perlod At present, there are
182 development blocks which
cover more than 45 per cent of
the area and serve’ more than

one crore population including

children.

An aoverall attempt. Is being
made today through commumty
- development blocks to meet the

Thé. Hindu seriptures say
the] family, his family for
.- » the world, and everythmg for ‘the sahe of God.

-the

social, educational, Intellectual,
cultural and. physical needs of
rural children. This is
attempted through schools, cul-
tural squads, youth clubs, Vikas

“Mandais and Bal Mandals. How-

ever, problems and -needs of
different areas and villages differ
widely requiring. ‘a -suitable ap-
proach and handling of the
problem by keeping in view the
local needs and requirements of
the people. Two pilot child wel-
fare projects have been started
in Madhya Pradesh, at Chikhté

and Hoshangabad respectively,

HOSHANGABAD PROJECT

Model: child welfare activities
were initiated in twenty villages
under Hoshangabad project. of
Bhopal. division. The pilot pro-
ject aims at—provision of child-
ren’s parks equipped with games
material; arrangement of excur-
sions and picnies; provision of
reading facilities for children;
providing social. activities - for
chiidren in schools; providing
pre-primary-montessori  classes
for children; establishment of
Honesty Stores ; opening of milk

distribution centres for children

and organising Bal Sabhas.

To introduce and inclucate these
activities of child-weifare thirty
villages were selected

‘Bal-Mandals were:  formed.
Moti-Malas consist of children
from 4 to 8 years of age and Bal
Mandals of children under 8 to
12 years of age. Welfare acti-
vities in these children’s orga-
nisations are being conducted by
school teachers, volunteers from
youtn ciubs and Mahila Mandals.
BAL SABHAS IN SCHOOLS

* Alumg with forming independent

children’s erganisations, the pro-
ject authorifies also approach
the schools and request them-to
form study circles for grown up
children. Bal Sabhas have now

" of cleanliness

for the
" experiment and ‘Moti-Malas’ and

been organised in practically
every .school where children get -
a free hand-at conducting meet-

. ings, debates, elocution competi-

tions and organising and direct-
ing cultural programmes, once a
week. Teachers usually preside
over the functions.

Under the Hoshangabad PrOJect

Bal Sabhas have been organised
in 51 villages so far. Along with
presenting cultural programmes,
the chiidren are encouraged to
prepare their play grounds, run
honesty shops. celebrated func-

tions and festivals. This has
resulted in inculcating the spirit
of self-confidence and self reli-
ance in the studenis so much ‘so
that on the children's day ob-
served in honour of “Chacha
Nehru’s” birth-day last year, a
child of twelve made the presi-
dential speech as the chief guest
on the oceasion at Hoshangabad.
HEALTH AND CLEANLINESS

Attention is paid to the mental
as well as physical health-of the
children. The general cleanli-
ness of children i3 inspected
every day and the cleanliness
centres provide facilities to make
the children appreciate the value
and “sanitation.
Bal-Mandals, Moti Malas and

.such other children’s organisa-

tions are supplied by the c¢entre
with mirrors, combs, towels,
soap, oil, nail cutters in order to

form and develop the habit of

cleanliness amongst children,
Some model children’s. parks
have heen counstructed in Ho-
shangabad and Itarsi towns and
have piven incentive to other
villages. It has now become a
regular feature in villages to
construct a children’s park in
schools, Establishment of Child-
ren’s parks has resulted in creat-
ing a sense of unity and co-oper-
ation in the children assembling
there and in inculeating healthy
recreation habhits. '

that a man should relinguish his ego for the sake of .

the sake of the country. his’ country for the sake or
—Swami Nikhilananda. o
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Semmars

,(From A .Spemal
“How LonG - would this Programme
continue to he a multi-purpose
Programme?”’ , asked someone the other
day. He continued: “Have we not passed
- through five long years of pioneering
experience to have evolved a programme
- of single-purpose objectives translated in
terms of a national policy ?” This guestion
was_answered fairly .and squarely at the
recent hatmnal + Seminar-‘on - Agrmulture_
held at Srinagar (Oct. 8 to 10). .
The Srinagar Seminar set .up Iecords at
many points: It was the first gathering .of
its kind of an All-India character which
was attended by technical experts from the
States and administrators doing. the work
of expérts at all levels. Never before had
such free and frank- discussion on- the
subject of Agriculture taken place at- a
national level. : :
~ The level of -discussion was of a very hlgh_
order for the simple reason thai those who
came to discuss:agriculture and.other allied
subjects such as, animal husbandry, minor
.- irrigation and. agricultural co-operation,
knew exactly what they were talking about
.and were in a mood to contribute to as
- much as to benefit from the deliberations
of this Seminar. :
There never was a dull moment. There
were some who suggested whether we
were wise In' having production targets

_agr icultural .

by some for

_register
" concerted attack on:the.finan

_(_qurgspondent)

for tl.he. various fields of biil"

since production

others who could destroy by
pen

worthy - and the non-cred

suggesting that no cultivatoy

owner or a tenant,
nor- predlt worthy by the Db
1equ1red credit: for calrvmg
_operations. 8o
that [those items which: could
ed 1rI1 the second Five Year B
ﬁnance fshould at-‘once. be.

place in the third Five Year

State plea
finance . " sU

representatwes
when Centre

_SCBemes;-the3’ pleaded lack of

the Centre was ready with £
tions. A strong case was sou
immediate

reforms, if agricultural prod
" . any improvement.

of the States, for the latter
tion ‘money - allotted by the
because they were not prope
in development problems. !
gested: “Why not invite the I
of the States to these Semii
suggestion worthy of serious

‘Finance' was granted on. a
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. . ‘one of the worst bottle-necks.'
_about ‘bottle-necks’ vertically, a ground

level worker pointed out that bottle-necks
are always to be found ‘at the top” Thus
everyone believed in blammg it on others
and'there was a lot of give-and-take.

There. was clear thinking on the subject:of*
The fact that a .
- after the deliberations of the seminar has

co—operatwe falmmg
numberi of service- co-opelatlves ‘would not

go to co-operative farming was brought out
by men:who have dealt with this problem
Delegates pleaded-
for the cr_eat1on of a favourable climate of -
public opinion while some Suggested -as an
_essential condition the introduction of price
‘support:or guaranteed: prices for the agri-
'-cultural produce.

gver-a number of years.

Non-official delegates
pomted out that the Gramdan villages
offered the best field for trying out the
expenmient of co-operative farming.

It was ja ‘pity that there was only one
Engmeer delegate from the States to dis-
cuss matters Telating to minor 1rr1gat10n
1t was agreed {hat minor 1rr1gat10n Was now
assuming the proportions of a major pro-

' blem as more and more b1g projects came

into operation. The emphams has now
shifted to irrigation extension as it was no
use 1mp0und1ng water for irrigation pur-
poses without making proper arrangements
for its :max1mum use by the péople. Special
extenswn staff fer 1rr1gat10n,prOJects was
advocated just as thefe is spemal extensmn'
staff .for agrlcultural production;’

slogan r|a1sed ‘by - the Directors. of - Agricul-
ture assembled at the Seminar.- According

to them, thé B.D.O. at present.lacks basic

agmcultural knowledge necessary for a pro-
ject worker in charge of 100 villages.

An 1mportant factor which made the re-
commendatlons of the Srinagar seminar of
spec1al s]1gn1ﬁcance was that these recom-
mendatiens ‘were  discussed by.-the State
‘thsters Conference on Agriculture soon
after the conclusion of the Seiinar. The

" recommendations were integrated, after
) detailed |diseussioxi with the proceedings of
~ the "State Ministers'' Conference. = This

-Talking

" meant that the recommendations of the first .
.national seminar on agriculture became in
‘a sense de facto decisions taken by the vari-

ous Governments of the States and the
Centre. While it is difficult to say how far
our States would be able to implement these

* recommendations; the*holding of the State

Ministers’ Conference on agriculture soon

worked very successfully in bringing out
effectively the gaps in our agricultural pro--
duction.- It was agreed on all hands that-
“agriculiural production constituted the most
important single sector in our programme
today. Since. the seminar was attended by
the Directors of Agriculture from the States,
it was able to review the agricultural pro-
gramme effectively ard suggested ways and
means for increasing the agrlcultural pro-
duction. :

Members of Unlon and St'ate Legislatufee
who participated in the Seminar added to
the realism of - the discussion and made

“specific contributions in elucidation, of pro-

yblems dealing with co-operative farming
and people’s participation.

Summing up. the. total impressions. left on
his mind, the Minister for Community
Development pleaded for a greater sense of
adventure in -dealing with -the national
emergency which' has -given rise to food
shortage.. He said that on the production
of sufficient food would depend not only our

. “Train . the-trainer” ~was" the unanimous future existence but our freedom .as well.

He placed before the delegates two slogans
which should guide their activities: (1)

two meals a-day for every Indian and an '
extra blade of grass for expert and (2)

- what. five (village-leaders) can do;- _95 oth_exjs

ean attempt successfully to do:

The first National seminar..on’ agrlculture
has blazed the-trdil; it has set up a new
pattern for ‘pocling of knowledge and dis-
cussion’ of  specific 1ssues at-'the national
level which can directly be sent.outias -
policy decisions of ‘officials and non-officials
working in a free manner on the basis of
the second Five Year Plan; '
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: Agnculfural Extens:on Programme
~ _(a) PROGRAMME PLANNING :

SUMMARY OF 'MAIN .

'THE FIRsT Natlonal Seminar on Agnculture and

allied subjects held at Srinagar between 8th and
10th October 1957 made the following recom—
mendatwns | —

The Village Agricultural Plans are inescapable
in the context of. fostering peoples’ participa-
tion and mobkilising all available local resources.
At the present moment, such plans.must neces-

sarily deal with. selected items. of agricultural
. ¥ - .
development programme which are capable of

achievement by the village people with their
local resources with much dependance on
external assmtance “It:-=was. felt that in hills

Village Level ‘Workers and more of financial
resources wﬂl be required to help in preparing
and execution- of agricultural plans, ‘these plans-
should necessarily be prepared in consultation
with the peoples organisations like panchayats,
co-operativés, ete.

SOIL: CONSERVATION AND DRY FARMING :.
There are some States where there is no adequate
-orgamsatlon to take up soil conservation .and
dry fa.rmlng because there is a.lack of trained
technical staff which can prepate and undertake:

_the execulion of soil conservation schemes.

Although tra.ming facilitles -are provided by the
Central Soil Conservation Board, the ‘same are
not fully utilized. The tralmng schemes should
be taken up by the State Governments as qulckly
as possm‘e ,

LOCAL MA"IU'RIAL RESOURC‘ES The experl-
ence gaineéd in the fleld of green manuring in
‘Madras State was discussed at length and it was
observed that it had been achieved through dis-

- kribution of green manure seeds on a subsidy

basis and wide multiplication of seeds by plant-
ing ‘Sesbahnia’ as a border crop.in paddy fields.

. HYBRID MAIZE : The experience gained in the

cuitivation - of hybrid maize in the States of
Jammu & Kashmir and the Punjab were revealed
in the Se:mnar It was suggested that the
Ministry of Food and Agriculture may arrange
for the .supply of hybrid maize seeds to other
States for trial under similar conditions, ‘

' ; '
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.is  very  high,  the’

‘amount of persuasion.

'ﬁRiWHURE

REC OMMENDATIONS

(b) SUPPLY :

One of the main difficulties pointed out by the
States in regard to the slow progress for the
establishment. of seed - multiplication farms,

.was the high price of land. It was sug-

gested -that States where the price of land
amount be raised to
Rs. 1,500 per acre and the -concessions should
be made available at this enhanced - amount.
In some areas, a farm of 25. acres was
considered to be small for meeting the require-
ments of the nuclear seeds required in the block.
As regards seed godowns, these should be so
dispersed as to serve the entire block. The
funds available for construetion of seed stores
under the C.D. budget may be utilized so as to

. _ensure.that.the required nutnber of godowns are
and other difficult areas as larger number * Tof' o i d g

constructed. It was considered necessary to
relieve the Technica] Officers of the Agriculture
Departments of their’ ‘trading and loan activities.”
Co-operatives and other Iinstifutions may be:

quickly built .up so that they may take over

these respons1b111t1es .

(c) ADMINISTRATION :

_(1).Becduse of laying down targets from the

biock headquarter and his heavy work load, the

- VLW tends to seek out those who can take up

the improvements of agriculture with the least’
It is therefore necessary
for the VLW to utilize the farm leaders for
exlension work.
(2) There should be a team of specialists-
Advisory Personnel—posted at the District level
to be administratively under the District Agri-
culture Officer but technieally under the appro-
pr1ate Research Officers. The team should
consist of :— ’

(a) Soil Seience- Assmtant

(b) Horticultural Assistant, s

{¢) ‘Agricuiture Engineering Ass:stant

" (d) Plant Protection Assistant.
(e) Agronomy . Assistant.
(f} Specialist for the prineipal cash crops
of the District, if required.

They should be trained in extension methods.
(3) Provision of State Level Extension Specialist
with™ the. Research ‘Sections will help in bring-
ing about closer co-operation and co-ordination
between the research and extension. If research




programmes are formed in consultation with the
farmers and if research workers are also en-

couraged to organize testing work in the, villages

,surroundmg the research stations, a close liaison
can be estabnshed between research and. exten-
gion.

* (4) There are stﬂl a few States where the earlier

recommendation regarding appointment of a
Joint Director of Agriculture (Extension) has
not been implemented. This needs to bhe
expedited. Additional powers (financial and
~ administrative) need to be delegated, to the
.Directors-of- -Agricuiture,. Deputy Directors of
.Agrmulture and the District Agrlculture Officers,
to ensure greater efficiency in their work.

(5} The Ministry of Food and Agrlculture may
undertake a few sample studies to ascertain the
administrative load on the District Agriculture
Officers and Deputy Directors of Agricuiture
with a view to utilize their time more effectively.
and reduce wastage in case the work load is
found to be heavy. The work of distribution of
" guppiies and of granting loans may- be trans-
ferred from the hands of the Agricultural staff
with a view to enable them to devote-more time
to field inspection and supervision, The mini-
mum standard of inspection may be laid down
for each category of officers and this should be
‘enforced, Assistance should be provided to the
District Agrlculture Ofﬁcer to reieve him of
_routine Work )

Agnculfural Co- operahon

For purposes of production and achievernent of
targets adequate supply of agricultural finance
1s essential. For this Iollowmg steps should be
taken:— .

(o) 'The present poiicy and procedme re-
garding advance of loans, giving of
guarantees should be feviewed espe-

. cially by the Reserve Bank, State Gov-
ernments, apex Banks. The ‘objective of
the review shotild be to utilise more fully
as well as to liberalize the facilities

] available from the Reserve Bank.

(b) Share money from cultivators may be

__coilected: in easy. instalments,

(¢) Short-term loans may be granted to cul-
tivators .on the basis of anticipated
crops and noi on the basis of security
of landed property, provided the foilow-
ing conditions are fulfilled:—

(i) Loans are to be granted on an estimate
of anticipated crops,

(ii) There is effeclive link bet,ween crecht and
marketing;

(ii}) there is effective supervision of the use
of the credit; .

"KURUKSHETRA :

-soc1et1es lend support to this

-(h) The Seminar endorses e

(iv) A provision is made.in
" Bocleties. Act treating

the Co-operative
| such loans as a
. charge.on the crops fpr which they are

advar_lced. Pending sfich a provision,
.the loanee may be reguired to.execute
o a hond creating such |a charge.

(¥) the losses which Co-opdrafives will suffer
- on account of grant of loans under this .
system should be shar¢d by the Primary
- Societies, District Cofoperative Banks,
State Co-operative Bafks and the Stat,e
Governments concerng d.

(d) A deﬁmte quota of fur ds available for
agricultural ¢redit© Jrith  co-operative
ﬁnanemg agencies shjould be reserved
for’ ﬁnancmgn such. culfivators.

(e) As B. D. Os and V. L.} Ws will have to-
take active interest |in promotion of.
co-operatives, their | education and
field experience in rel&tion to co-opera-
tion need to be sfrengthened. The
coursa of training of . L. Ws and B. D.
Os .should’ be inte s_1ﬁed refresher
“elasses in in-service [practical training

should be held for thp purpose.’

Thel foliowing measures are puggested for the
improvement of working of Marketing Societies

in C. D. and NES areasi—

(a) Co-operative marketing | of ~ agticultural

" produce will be more effectivef and beneficial to

the+ farmers -if processmg of| farm produce 1s
similltaneously develeped. TRe experience of
co-operative . sugar factorieg, cotton-ginning
view. Co-opera-
11ves are, however, encounterijig some -difficulty
in undertakmg processing - of paddy and oil
seeds because of the poucy 1hat new licenses
for :poWer driven plants are npt being issued to
them. It is considered that [the ban on the
tssue of licenses on the setting up of such pro-
cessing factories should be T laxed in case of
co-operatives. ‘

recommenda-
tions in the agenda note abou hnkmg of credit

-with ma.rketmg

Ee adopfed to
construction of

(e) {Specific ‘measures shoul
ensure proper and’ expeditio

thel godowns of marketing s cieties. Regulated

markets help in obtaining a joetter return to
the' cultivators and also facilitate co- operative

marketing. States which have so far not passed

the law for starting regulate markets: should

do so without delay.

Extension of Training facilitie:

More attention needs.-to be
cation of members of co-operptive

aid te the edu-
. Socleties as
iquember 14 221




well as po

‘provide education to office bearzrs should be.
implemented. For education of members, poten-
iial members and village leadzrs, Social Educa-

tion Officers should carry on educational _publi-

city with |Lhe help of audio- v1sual aids.

. Ce-opcrative Farming,

Although !arguments have beenn advanced in

favour and against the development of co-opera-

tive farming it is desirablie that a series-of

-planned experlments should be carried out with

& view t.o develop techniguss of management,

productmn work distribution etc. For making

-these experiments a success, the following condi-

tionts are- fessentlal

(i) (a) There shouid be a favourable chmate
of public opinion for this actnnty in the
country

{b) A programme of price support or- guaran—
teled prices for the
introduced. .

(¢c) The admission of members should be
voluntary and the members should have
the option to withdraw from the society
at ‘the end of a season.

(d) Lands should be pooled and Jomtly culti-
viated and the majority of members
should participate in actual farm opera-
tion,

rii} Spemal training will - have to be 1mpart.ed
-to cofoperative officers as well as to subject-
‘matter- specialists such as in the field of.agricul-
ture, ammal hisbandry and cottage
who will be employed hoth at State Headquarters
and in the regions. -~ This specialist stafl should
be given training in co-operative farming, so that
they will _be-at home. both with farming and co-
operation and in addition they should be given
special courses in subjects such as agriculture,
farm man:agemen‘t, marketing, accounts etc. This
cadre should not he disturbed till we get some
Tesults out of this experiment
pattern for a particular area of the type of
farming society.

(iii) It would also be essential to provide for
tome kind of training and experience in co-
operative farming on existing farms to the pros-
pective membership of the experimental pilot
farms. It should be considered - whether the
courses of training of - officers, both at the
zazetted and non- gazetted level, should not con-
sist partl}r of p1act1ca1 mstructmn in co-operative

_farming. :
{iv) No hard and fast rules shouid be observed

in point of acreage and number of membership, )

except that care should be taken to see that

there is homogenily and affinity among the.

members !and that bogus institutions are not
Lelped toget benefits available to co-operatives.

222 "

ential members and the office bearers.
“The scheme-of All India Co-operative Union to

produce should be

“industries -

and evolve a
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(v) Care should be taken, as far as possible, to

_see that the proposed farms b2comz a workable
- economic breposition and wil be in. a position

to provida adequaate employment for the mem-
bers concernsd. If necessary, subsidiary indus-
tries will also need to be worked out tcr these
farms.

Training of AgncuHuraf Extension
Staff a : .

AnGssential step in bringing about improvement
of teachifig in the Extension Training Centres is .
to immediately organise the training of Instruc-
tors of these institutions. For this purpose two

. of the,..existing Extension Training Centre‘s\_t,,_('

should he seiected and staffed with very quali-
fied and experienced Instructors. The syllabus
of such training should embrace the following
three nhases:—

(a) The phllosophy and the concept of the

programime;
(b) Training in extension methods;
{¢) Training in teaching methods.

and

-The Seminar recommended that these two insti-
. tutions for the fraining of the Instructors of the

Extension Training Centres and the Basic Agri-

“cultural Schoels should be run by the Ministry of

Food & Agriculture directly under their own
supervision and fully financed by the Centre. =~ -

In view of the fact that there is likelihood of

-increase in the number of VLWSs per block and
- duration of-the course of extension-training, there

is a need for putting the present Basic Agricul-
tural Schools and Extension Training Centres
on a permanent  footing. These Centres will
aiso be required to run in-service refresher
courses for village level workers from time to
time. The Seminar, therefore, strongly recom-
mended that the gquestion of ireating all these
Centres as permanent institutions should be im-
mediately examined. The Semingr was of the
opinion that the temperary nature . of these
Institutions was the main reason why able and
‘exXperienced teachers were not attracted to
them with the result that quality of training
suffered greatly.

In order to ensure that the Heads of Depart-
ments took adequate interest in the Training
Institutions,, the Seminar recommended, that
each State should have a spemal committee for
the purpose with the Development ' Commis-
sioner as ils Chairman and Heads of Depart-
ments and the Principals of the Training Insti-
tutions as its members. This committee should
go into the working of the Institutions every
vear in order to bring about improvements and.
changes in the syllabus of courses, if necessary.

- The Seminar,.emphasised‘ that there should be -
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e

- wthey may . get - the -requisife

- zccomrhodation, educational facilities

<yigorous supervision -of the Training Institu-

tions through siitable representatives -

by the committee. The Seminar highlighted
officers that the responsibility of fraining in

different subjects should continue to be borne .

by the Heads of Technical
cerned and they should endeavour to

Departments con-
make

. -.avaliable to these Institutions the services of.

their able and experienced members for raising
the quality of training.

The staff of the Extension Training Institu-
tions shouid be treated with field staff so that
‘field experience
which is essential for efficient teaching. This
could” be facilitated by having a joint cadre of
the teachers at the Training Centres and the
District officers of virious Departments,

The - Seminar- reiterated the recommendations
of previous Conference that the -Extension
Training Institutions should.  have . minimum

faciiities in respect of a.grlcultulal land, nursery,
dairy, poultry and workshop,

The Seminar recommended that" in order to
attract able and experienced Instructors to
thes¢ Training Institutions, adequate facilities
by way of amenities such as rent-free residentiaj
for the
“children of the staff, medical facilities and a
special allowance should be provided.

The Seminar recommendod that greater em-
phasis should be given to agriculture. in the
syllabus of the Development officers’ trainirg,
As far as possible an experienced person should
be posted in the Block as Agricultural Exten-
sion officer but’ when fresh graduates have fo
be posted in the Blocks, they should be given
three months’ apprenticeship training by the
District Agricultural officer and an experienced
Block Development Officer. The Director® of
Agriculture will draw up the programme of
training for these personnel.

Minor Irrigation

Construction and repairs of kuhls {irrigation

channels) in hilly areas of the North figure

prominéntly in the minor irrigation programme
of CD|NES. The irrigation capacity of these
kuhls with respect to available stream discharge
should be based on the irrigation -performance
of existing kuhls. The kuhls should ‘bé:suitably
lined, where possible, with loeally available cheap
materlals like _compacted clay and _stabilized
soil with proper surface protection.

should be constructed on as steep -slope  as

the soil can withstand. For economising land
. width, the kuhls could be made of deeper sec-
tion.

For the construction of drainage cross-

-of the.
cAgriculéure, Animal HusBandry and other De- |

-partments according to a time-table to be fixed. ,shc}'uld also be taken up for r

. farms set up, and the panchj

t

ings also use -of local mater

als should bhe .en-

couraged The gToup recominended that small

kuhls - irrigating areas even 1

pss than 100 acres
tpairs and renova- ¢

tion under the minor irrigation programme.

In preventing losses in the cd
in the water-courses, which
35%, priority_should be give)
waFer at crossings. TUse of
could "also be considered.
For making optimum use o
cultivators should be educat

sible for field to field distriby
water. In.the farnis suitdble
could be evolved in order to
vator to take to irrigated prac

nveyance of water
ra.nge from 10 to
n to wastage of
lining materiais

irrigation-water,
ed, demonstration
yats held respon-
tion of irrigation-
cropping patterns
induce the culti-
tices.

The kuhls-

Drawal of ground water fIJOm wells .shoul_d
be |regulated and necessary data coilected in
order to prevent overdrawal. - . C

A portion of irrigation allocation could be used
for repairs and restoration ¢f existing minor
tanks and  people’s confribution,- wherever
necessary, should not hold up the works. Re-
coveries could be made subseduently. . ’

Discreparicies in the figures ¢f irrigated areas
from major, medium and minof irrigation works
should be brought to“the notjce of State Goy-
ernments who may be asked reconcile - these,
Adequate staff should be mdde available. for
attending to minor irrigation|works.

In drawing up of village plails targets sﬁ'ouid
be fixed for brmgmg addltmr al

areas under

People's participation should
repairs and renovation of watb
gated areas.

e encouraged in

irrigation. . gl
r-courses inirri-

Animal ‘Husbandry

It was stressed by the Andhrh State Director
that:in view of the peculiar situation obtaining
in hlS State, especially in the trdct of the
Nellore breed of cattle there vag greater’ need.
for grantmg subsidies on the femalé calves in
order to provide conditions sultable for the
birth of good male calves, thap for subsidising
the male calves which were |gcnerally being
well teared even in the abseneds of such subsi-
dies because -of the good pricks they fetched.

Consxderable discussions also togok place on the
suggestlon that a certain porti¢n of long term
loan amount placed at.the disppsal of the NES
and: CD blocks slould be earmdrked for grant-
ing the taceavi ioans to private fbreeders for the
burchase of cows arid she—b aloes, so that
they may serve as foundation herds for the
production of bulls, :

i - - !
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The following, among other were made;

(1) At least 25% of the net income derived
from the -¢attle fairs and cattle market should
‘be earmarked for the purchase and distribution
of stud bulls in the breeding tracts ‘and|or for
starting' A. I. centres.

(ii) Besidés establishing A. I. centres wherever
practicable, adequate number - of
ghould be |attached to each A. L. centre.

(i) To ensure proper supervislon and care of
the bulls, as also -of the rest of the livestock in
the area, there should be a full-fledged veteri-
nary dispensary under the care of a qualified
veterinaryl assistant surgeon at the block head-
quarters and at least four first-aid - centres,
each under the charge of a stockman.

7 PIGGERY DEVELOPMENT
The concensus of . op1n1on was in favour of
‘piggery being developed in- areas which offer
suitable. condﬂ;rons and scope.
Attention Was drawn to the need for importlng
a. large number of mammoth incubators for
setting up custom hatcheries and for equipping
poultry e'xtensmn -cum-demonstration centres.
Among ot,her important recommendations men-

tion may lbe made of the following:—

(1) The extension of incubation facilities in

all the poultry farms in order to be able
. to meet the increasing demand. for
1mproved birds and ‘hatching eggs.
To expedite the establishment -uf live
Regronal Farms as envisaged under the
Second Five Year Plan.
.Estabhshment of the 300 Poultry Exten-
sion Training Centres-cum-Deavelopment
'Brocks provided for under the Second

(@)

(3)

Fwe year Plan preferably in the CDh &

NES Blocks.

Explmtatlon of the resources of the

prrvate poultry | breéders in .improved

birds and hatching eggs for supplying

i the increasing demands.

(3y Encouraging the. rearing of bahy chlcks

by private breeders.

: (6) Desigiting of cheap’ poultry houses from

i the locally available materials to replace

. the existing insanitary housing in rural

i areas and supply of wire netting at sub-

s sidised rates to private poultry keepers

I in order to reduce the losses from pre-
daters and deaths from insanitary con-
dltions

(4)

. 7N
' poultry feeds - for ensuring maximum
produc.tion and economising the cost by
utilising the farm and industrial waste
products which are ‘not- utlhsed for

'human consumption.
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sub-centres.

Computatlon of cheap and balanced

’ (8) Distribution of large number of cockerels
reared on the Government Farms in the
villages on exchange basis for replacing

" infericr Desi cocks -for upgradmg the

local breeds. )
Protection of all the poultry by mass
_vaccination against Ranikhet disease
and fowl fox utilising the services of
the village level workers. :
Organising of Co-operative Socleties Ot
primary producers for proper collection,
peacking, trafsportation and marketing
of eggs in-order to ensure falr returns
for poultry and eggs. It was felt that on
- the success of such an . organisation -
-depend the future of poultry 1ndustry e

Fishery - Development

The -following recommendations were made
by the Seminar with regard to the deve;opment
of fisheries :—

(1) Detailed survey of waters suitable for
fish culture shouid be undertaken in each
project area.

Improvement. of su1table waters for pur-
poses of fish culture by repairing, de-
weeding, bunding and de-silting; efec.
should be undertaken through Shramdan.
(3) Steps should be taken fo procure
.« gufficient stocks of fish seed of suitable
species of fish for stocking culturable
waters in the Project areas. The services
_for distribition -of fish seed for’ stock-
] ing purposes may be provided by the
. Community Projects and Na.tlona.l Ex—,
tension Organisation.
(4) Handling of fish seed during the trans-

" port, rearing and . stecking requires
‘special technique. -Steps should, there-
fore, be taken to train VEWs in elements
of fish culture.

Fisheries Extension Officer should be
appmnted at least in such Blocks where
the scope ior fisheries development work
is extensive. The Block Fisheries Ex-
tension Officer will not only -he respon-
sible for the proper and maximum utili-
sation of culturable waters but also for
organising -fisheries training for VLWs.
The fisheries should be settled with the
Co-operative Societies for exploitation
and steps may also be taken for the
marketing of the catches through Co-
operative JAgencies. |

Separate . Communlty ProJects may be
established in certain coastal areas where
the fishermzn population is very large -
and whose probiems are to be tackled on
an entirely different lines from those of
the agriculturist population.

9

(10

-(2)

3)

(6)

N
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FIve vEars of community - deve-
lopment are
. short a period for making up
the leeway of centuries in our
countryside. But this is a long
enough “span for striking- a
balance sheet:
is not dictated by usage or
custom. It is necessary as a
guide -to future action.  What
is needed for such a stocktaking
is “a. sober mood of self-apprai-
sal and introspection.” Fortu-
nately for us
"inte such a mood., The first
flush of enthusiasm and tall
claims are nearly as much gone
as are sneering fault-finding and
distrust of Governmeni concern
for the ryot. Today we héar
ag little of a psychological revo-
lution in the rural areas as of
the “propaganda stunts”™ of the
Government. Now that the
dust of partisan controversy has
settled we have a better chance
of undérstanding what has been
achieved

why. 7
On the physical plane, -:the
record of ‘community ‘develop-.

day the community dévelopment
programme COVers 4as many as
2,72,756 villages -more than 80,000
new schools and adult educa-
tion centres have
and nearly 55,000 miles of new
roads constructed in the rural
areas.

admittedly oo

Such a review,

we are getting

and - what not, and"

been built

The programme extends -

POINTS OF VIEW

to.as many fields as intensive
animal husbandry,

agriculture,
co-operation, cottage.industries
-and ~ construction of houses
roads, and health and welfare
centres. True, development has
not been even in all these
spheres. But enough has been
done to show . to the villager
that better ways of living exist.
And this demonstration by it-
self is something the Gévernment
and the Community Develop-
ment Ministry in particular can
be proud of. It is not necessary
for them to make
claims that the psychology of
the people has been changed
and vast reservoirs ' of creative
energy in-the people have been
tapped and powerful - ‘urges for

. constructive activity released.
But unfortunately these exag-

gerated claims are still staked
from time to time and not al-
ways by minor officials.” Such
boasts thus contradict the clear
observations of committees and
experts - that public response
is poor. The causes are varied
and - well .kmown. by now.

. . : Bureaucratic attifude of the men
ment is’'by no means mean. To- | ;

‘engaged in community develop-
ment,- inability of the majority

of the peasants to take to better .

me_thods of production, lack of
supporting measures like radical
land reforms

hamper developmeént work. The
result is uneven development,
and the acceleration of social
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exaggerated

Ke . out.
A . and :adequate
- credit facilities still continue to

-and economic [differentiation  ‘in -
the countrysifle. (Hind_usthan‘
-Standard). o

Bharat Mata |Ki Jai

THERE 13 hew |evidence to “show
that rural InfHia continues to
-live’ in darkness. A trained
team of the Hesearch, Training
and Productiory Centre"of Jamia
Millia, New Ddlhi, set out some
time ago to ]evaluate reading
material for ngw literates and
to make a surdey of their needs
and interests They covered
nearly 150 villhges in 17 select-
ed districts of|the Hindi-speak-
ing States of padhya Pradssh,
Rajasthan, Delphi, Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar.- Bésides making in-
teresting discoYeries about what -
viLage people| want to read’
(agricuifure, npt religion, they
found, is the rfost popular sub-
ject), they alse] came upon some
other interestiffg facts.

Says the 's report: “We
had no al. that even after-
ten years of imdependence and
development work in the vil-
lages there woyld be people who
would not kn the name of -
the country anpB whether it was
free or not. he Observation’
Schedule did not-therefore con-
tain any. qu_est on to find this
But in ope of the States
we learn -“wit surprise’ that °
here are some |people who are
not aware of fhe name of the
country and whether it is free.
From then onvards . we bhegan

v




to ask about this as well. Out
of the 87 respondents selected
at random’ ‘who were ‘asked
these unStlonS 6, or 9.0 per cent
did not know that India was
free. In addxtmn to these 9 per
cent, there ,were quite a number
of people who actually “did not
know ‘that the country was poli-

tically - *free; but because of the

activities of the Commu‘mty Pro-
jects they inferred that.it must

pe free, otherwise.these activi-
ties would .not, have been.carried-

oit. ,

“A c0mmon reply was: ‘Lots

of things are happening now-a-

" days in ou'r village. Roads are
" being built; wells are being re-

paired; people come and show. us
. ways to get more from our fields
and on the top of all this, these

scheols ha':Je been opened for -

grown- ups-hke us where we can
go and learn. to read and write
-free of cost. People like you are
coming from far off places to see
what we are doing. This shows
that some change has

not happen before.’

“There were a few to whom
1ndcpenden(:e came in a strange
guise, ‘Yes, there is freedom
now. Everyhody ig free to do

whatever he likes. Now anybody

tan come ‘and sit on my cot be-
.side me. | You cannot demand
work from . anyhody now;
straight to the court he goes.”

“If responses like these are to
be takenito - mean ignorance of

the politiéal freedom that the -

country has obiained, = the per-
centage df those not knowing

about mdependence would be -
..Stlll hlgher S
(“Similarly, out of 314 respon- '

dents, 54, or 17.2 per cent, didnot

. know. the name of the country.

It was difficult to make them
understand that beyond their
. district. or: a few nofed cities like
Bikaner. Udaipur,
- Bombay anything else existed.
They simply did not have any
idea of country’. or nation. To
our .specific question, ‘Have you

2%

]

come
about because these things did

Caleutta and

ever heard the name of Bharat

or- Hindustan?' sorne would say,

“Yes, I have heard the name of
Bharat. 1 have heard people
shouting Bharat Mata Ki Jai
(Long Live Mother India).’ When
asked. ‘What is Bharat then?
the innotent reply was. ‘This I
do not know.'” (D. N, Kalhan
in Hindustan Times).

Viliage Leadership

THE scHEME. under which func-
tional village leaders’ training
camps are now being launched
in the Community Development
and National Extension Service
bloes throughout the country is
a gigantic expemment with great
potentialities.

The intention is to tram lnitlally

“two-and-a-half million villagers

with the eventual aim of creat-
ing 14 million potential leaders
in various aspects of rural deve-
lopment programmes by the end
of the Second Plan.

These 14 million village leaders
are expected to provide the
necessary leaven for the dough
of village development, reduce
the strain on the ' existing ad-
ministrative machinery and set
the sights for the people in rea-
lising their urges and aspira-
tions on an institutional pattern.
Certainly leadership is primari-
ly intended to be functional,
since villagers will be largely

impressed by the demonstrable -

gualities which are brought to
bear on the many-sided activi-
ties of rural development.

But it also implies the need for
proper outlook and.. character,
besides functional  efficiency
since the exercise of these qua-
lities are expected to deal a
serious blow to the rivalries and

factions which, as many’ village

panchayals’ elections -and con-
duct show, can well be frus-

trating and detrlmental fo rural
development.

The most vital service, however
they are exXpected to provide - is
giving. a néew turn to the con-
cept of popular partlmpatmn in
Commumty Development. and

pular initiative and

" have

-s0IMme programmes

‘and, -
" rightly ¢onsidered an important
:factor in selecting trainees under

National Extension Service .pro-

grammes to make it real, intelli-
gent, alert, dynamic and pur-
poseful.

Initially . participation in the

_Community Development Pro-

jects was intended to imply po-
sharmg in
all the aspects of development
of a rural community but there
been deplorable lapses
later in its practice.

As the Governmental organisa:
tion became the most noticeable
outward expression of the deve-
lopment effort, and as proformas
of schemes intended to be illus-
trative came to be put to peo-
ple as suggestions, plans took’
the character of state »r govern

mental rather than community
or local plans. '

Also, there have been instances
where the proceeds of a labour

tax levied by panchayats or ex-

penditure incurred by indivi-
dual villagers on their lands ovr

"houses by way of constructing a

well or soak-pit, according to
of improve
ments, being counted as public
participation.

Yet -another indication of - the-
lack of proper rural leadership
is in the unéven effects of deve-
lopment programmes, so that as
the last report of the Programme
Evaluation Organisation said,
villages w_hich_ were in most
need of help, because of their
being backward, got to a certain
extent, the least benefits. .

If such experience is not to re-
cur, il'is necessary to skim the
cream off the village community
and_ encourage a kind of new
leadership which is both well-
equipped and enlightened to ex-

“pedite the process of rural revi--

val and rejuvenation.
Training is certainly an import-
ant need but it must. be con-

. ceived as a kind of top-dressing
. toa eongemal soil with all its

intrinsic, -promising qualities

since this ‘condition is

the scheme, it is to be hoped




' District. The

© still being regarded

that it will be complied -with

scrupuiously in practice.—(Bom-

bay Chronicle).

Attitude Study

Does THE introduction of the
National- Extension” Service
scheme bring about any psycho-
logical change’. in the dttitude
and reactions of the rural popu-
lation. The
answered ih"the affirhative by

. the research unit of the Psycho-

logy Department of Aligarh Uni-
versily which studied the prob-
lemron field work conducted on
the basis of representative

samples from our different wvil-

lages’ in  Kher tehsil, Aligarh
data led. the
team to the conclusion that the
scheme has been successful in
creating enthusiasm in people for
the betterment of their lot and

has registered considerable pro-

gress in acquiring their support.’

In viIlages where leadership
and initiative were not lacking
and the sympathetic co- opera-
tion of ‘the officials was forth-
coming, the scheme won popu-

“lar support. but in many cases it

did not win the people’s partici-

pation mainly due to the unsym-.

pathetic attitude of officials pre-
occupied with the completion of
“financial iargets”. “‘The report
pointed out that the scheme wag
as a Gov-
ernment-sponsored  programme
instead of a ~“people’s plan.”
(Aligarh Newsletter in the

. Statesman).

information & Pubiicfty

To Every foreign visitor 'to

. this country a question that
“How do-

is invariably put is:
you like India ?” And the wvisi-

usual compliments about the fas-
cination of India, the tremend-
ous progress that is being made,
ete.. There are some, who come
to thls country more as drainage
inspectors as tourists. There are
still others, who do not fear to
tell the truth even if it hurts.

.Mr. E. Wood, an Irish Engineer,

_smugHess " to,
" declaring unequwocally that the
audio-visual aids, specially films

query has heen .

- compliments will

*“tection.
tor invariably comes out with the

whb has been in India for a long
- time, bids fair to beé placed in the

For he smashed
smithereens - by

fhird category.

used- by the Governn'\ent to edu-

- cate the people, pafticularly in

the rural area, weére"“lousy’ and
“colossal nonsense”iz Lest this
be construed as a blind prejudice,

it has been stated that Mr. Wood.
is an authority on matfers relat--

ing to rural development. Speak-
ing at a- discussion| on ‘Com-
munity Development’ he criticis-
ed the authorities for showing to

rural ‘audiences filmg which had "~

no relevance at all to conditions
obtaining in this country. This
plain-speaking, ‘coming on top of
Prime Minister Nehru's recent
plea for a 'thought-out approach
to mass publicity, underscores
the danger of confusing foreign
techniques with foreign thematic
content. Those who fish for
naturally be

the most hurt when told the

" truth but then why get sore at

a4 well-meaning critic when cne
can better learn from one’s mis-
takes?—(Free Press Journal).

‘How Others See [t

SINCE OUTSIDE opinion is ofien
stimulating, the Ministry of Com-
munity Development’s recent
anthology- of how others see
India’s community projects is of
considerable interest.  Outside
observers may sometimes. either
see too much in a scheme of this
kind,-unaware of drawbacks and
problems; or- they may see too
little, immersed in their own
specialist training in agriculture,
animal husbandry or plant pro-
But people unused to
the practice of extension methods

and ignorant of the!problems of

‘community development can only

achieve a superﬁmal understand-

Aing of .its posslblhtles, and this

is often the biggest, |drawback of

domestic observers. The terse,
pointed evaluation | of experts

like Dr. M. L. Wilson and Dr, .

Carl Taylor, who have behind
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Utopianly, yide. The

them years

substitute. ||

On the other jhand, even ‘tHe Hiost. -

expert foreign observers, often

cannect see epough becau’se ‘com-".
'is, for a .

munity development
large sectionjin the Indian. soc:ax
and  politicgl life, a’ concept

might easilyy look on it as a
method of stif-help, a way ot

‘disseminating better practices in

agriculture, danitation and village
industry; in|other words & way
of making a [significant contribu-
tion to food|production and in-
creased” employment. In India,
however, mufh more is demand-

“ed from comjnunity development.

it is in. direcf line with the poili-
tical ideal of village
ciecncy and gramraj and is alsog,
to give another example from

the social a gle, a movement to,

eradicate ca
cipate wom

prejudices, eman-
and .remove illite-
racy among adults and the
young. Theg -conflict - between
views too ngrrow and ‘too wida
makes community development
a most diffiqult thing to judge.

administer aid put across. There-
is, in fact, a [curious tendency for -

the emphasid to shift about. In

‘times of relptive prosperity and

agricultural | plenty commiinity
development] is held up as =a
wonderful fnstrument of social
change. In| leaner times it is
singled ogut ps the best way to

"increase food production and re.

lieve unemplloyment.

Boih approgches are correct.
Community | development is a
process for i
mic conditioh of the countryside
and it is algo a lever for “social
change”. ut because there is
hazy public| appreciation of the
way the twe approaches can be

awareness of the
fact that
things lik

-local leadership,

group activity and co-operation

: i obéeryatiqn and”
effort in  other countries, has no

expérf

self-suffi- -

proving the econo- -

emingly _1'ntangib'le :
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Have been subjects. of experithent
and can be. induced by scientific
methods. Secondly, people must
be made to understand that
pommunity i development, = co-
operation, village industries and
"panchayats form parts of an
‘organic whole; that though they

gach. have séparate significance

they .react 1“up‘0n each other..

Hitherto the; publicity organs of
the Government have to a large
-extent. failed to bring about a
clear understanding of whefe the
parts fit in.| “When this under-
standing emerges and, together
with it, theireahzatxon that al-
most’ every Easpect of the work

demands tra.lmng and know;edgE,

then much of the wooliness about-
will

community ; development
disappear. At the same f{ime
the great 1ntang1ble of mass res-
ponse will remain; there . the
contribution iof personalities like
Acharya Vinoba Bhave can be
invaluable. —(The Statesman).

First Thmgt First ’

THERE HAS beéen no lack of brave
resolutions on the new role of
wvillage panchayats in this coun-
try. ° Proposals have been

mooted by one body after another

during the last three years to
make panchayats ¢ollect the land
revenue, carry out the land re-
.forms and ensure public,partici-
pation in thé rural welfare and
development programmes. It is
not surprising therefore that some
. such proposals again camé up for

discussion at.the recent meeting
- of the Central Council. of Local

Self-Government

The decisions; faken at’ Srinagar

have not been made public yet,
“tbut there is reason to _believe

that the Council is emphatically

of the view: that village pan-
chayats should be associafed with
development : activities in the
rural areas as well as with land
reforms.. R:ecornmendations on
these lineés are reporied to have
been sent to the State Govern-
ments. It 1sI too early to say
what will come of these recom-
'mendatwns but past experience
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in Srinagar. -

should scwe ds & dr'ning. in
the. absence ‘of a new  sense of
urgency the Councﬂ’s recommen-

dationg may meet the ‘fate similar .

proposals have met in the past.
The Council cannot but be
aware of the gross disparities in
the working of paichayats in
the different States.” Nowhere
have they fulfiiled the role which
the planners have assigned to
them. It is no use .reiterating
old resolutions in such a situa-
tion. The Council should have
tried to find out the reasons
which _have stood in the way of
their implementation in the past.
If it had done so it would have

_ discovered that village pancha-

yats, as they are constituted fo-
day, are in no position either to
implement the land reforms or

- to take on the full responsibility

for local development- projects.
This is not because most of them
lack the financial resources for
these.
20 per cent. of the land revenue.
As has-been pointed out repeat-
edly they -will continue to suffer

from the disabilities inherent in .

the struciure of Indian ' rural
society. today. These disabilities
arise from the failure of the land

reforms so far to do away with -
‘the non-cultivating landed inte-

rests and to provide the tillers
of the s0il with -such security of
tenure as will give - them

and the confidence to- take par}

_in panchayat work on -an equal
footing with. others.

There can
be no rural development without
effecti\f_'e " public _participation.

Even they receive 15 to ..

the -
incentive to inerease production’

“the village

tut nesther catr there be Uy
public ‘participdtion unless every
villager feels that he has a per-
sonal stake in the development
programme. The poorer villager
can hardly be blamed today if in
the midst of the prevailing un-
certainties and the , préssure to
which he is subject from the
local bigwigs he is unable to
assert himself in the panchayat.
If the panchayats in most States
have so far failed to make full
use of even such taxation powers

"as they have, it is because those’

who dominate them have been
unwilling to tax themselves.
Village panchayat can certainly
play a big role in the implemén—-
tation of both land reforms and
development prograrﬁmes. But
before they can do so the land
reforms must themselves be of
such a nature as to transfer real -
power in the village to the tiller
of the soil. It is not without
reason that the Planning  Com-
mission has again 'and again
pointed an accusing finger at the
State Governments which have:
woefully failed to carry out the.
reforms to which the country

‘has been  committed for long.

It is not enough therefore to
provide more funds -{o the
panchayats. The primary need

.is for a change in the land rela- '

tions which will make village -
panchayats true representstives
of the rural community and
genuine instruments’ of rural
self-government. The villagers
must come into their own before
panchayats can do
50.—(Times of India). )

LOCAL SELF-COVERNMENT

Decentralisation
AT A RECENT meeting of the Cen-

" tral Council for Local-Seif Gov- .

ernment in Srinagar, 1t was
proposed that Village Panchayats
should be entrusted with the
responsibility of
the Community Development
Programme throughout the coun-
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1mp1ementmg -

tl:y by the end of the Second
Five-Year Plan. This proposal is
meani to bring dbout far reach-

"ing decentralisation in the exist-

ing administration, particularly’

_in the sphere of developmental

activities. The idea - of de-
centrdlising govérnmental machi-
nery' by giving more powers




. pendent units.

ta
is in line with -the Directives

_blhty in preparing

" the Vlliége' . Pahéha{yats
in the Indian Constitution that
the Village Panchayats should

" gradually become the basic unit

of Government. The Ministry
of Community Development has
also been emphasising the role
of Local-Self Government insti-
tutions in transforming the Com-
munity Projects . and National
Extenision Services {fom Gov-

‘ernment’s 'prograrn'me with peo-

ple’s participation into people’s
programme w1th Govcrnment s
participation. :

It is now being r'ecognised by

progressive poliiical thinkers all-

over the world that democracy
can succeed only if it is decen-

“tralised on a very wide basis.

Centralised democracy ultimate

" ly leads to excessive bureaucra-

tisation which, in turn, results
in some kind of political dicta-
torship. -The essence of demo-
cracy is respeci for human per-

_ sonality. Under a democratic set-

up, it should be .- possible to

create, a sense of self-confidence’

among the masses by helping
them to create local leadership.
This is again possible only if the

Village Communities as well as

Municipal Councils and other
local bodies are entrusted with

adequate .responsibilities for ad.
_ministering their own public af-
fairs. This does not, of caurse,.-

mean that Village Panchayats
and -other local bodies should be-
come -isoclated and almost inde-
. Although they
should be endowed with sub-
stantial powers to govern Iocal

affairs in social, economic, edu- -

caticnal and cultural. spheres ar-
rangements should be made for
bringing about close co- -ordina-

.tion between different Pancha-

vats at the Taluga and District
levels. ' If local leadership is
entrusted with greater responsi-

mentmg . development prOJe(.ts
and programmes, there is no
doubt that such a decentralised
administration would make for
greater efficlency and integrity.

" ges where  the

" and imple- .

Of course, ﬂn::e ar’e bound 10 be
cases of mis- management
even corruptmn in the admmi_,s-
tration of - Village Panchayats.

Bt -stch’ defects will- be 16¢alis-
ed and the responsibility for’im-
provement will he on the shoul-
ders of local lcaders who will
have {o be directly responslble
to the people. '

There is, however, one important

point which requires’  careful
consideration,  Before planning
for large-scale’ decentralisation

of political and economic power
in the form of Village: Pancha-
vats in India, it would be neces-
sary to bring about better social
and economic equalit-y in the
Village Commumues At pre-
sent” the Indlan Village Com-
munities are casteridden and
there is still- glaring - eco-
nomic inequality. among the

" people. Our land| reforms have

been undoubtedly: slow.and ra-
ther halting. A small minority
of the rural people still com-
mands majority of ‘the land in
the villages. . Very few States
have been ' able to fix absclute
ceilings on -land-holdings, with
a. view to redistribute land on a
more equitable basis.- Casteism
and communalism . are  still

potent dangers to, the growth of

sound. and healthy democracy :

India. -Under  the' circumstances
devolution of -political and eco:
nomic-power -on  the.. Village
Communities in India will have
to be cautious and well-planned.
Village Panchayats- should -
endowed with greater or lesser
powers in accordance with the
extent of social- and economic

‘justice achieved in the area. For -

example, in the Gramdan villa-
whole- Village
Community surrenders private

ownership of .land ,to the , Gram

Sabhas, the Village Community
could be entrusted with wide
powers in-economic planning. In
such villages thére will he hard-

iy any chance of social or. econo-

mic exploitation, but in the rural
areas -where; even the mterme-
diary mghts ha‘ve not been com-
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and'

- as well ag

- {reated as

" be treated

-and -wherg

be

" various ri

" system of

_-pletely a‘ lished and there s
-great dlsp rity in the size of the
1and-holdi gs, it will be risky to

far-reaching  political
hic powers on the Vil-
As  Acharya

devolve
and econo
lage Panchayats.

" Vinoba BHave has often remark-

ed, Villagq Panchayats under un-
just social and economlc condi-
tions «cap become powerful

instrumenis of decentralised ex-

ploitation{ Tt is, therefore, es-
sential to} endow the Village
Panchayall with greater rights

duties by classifying
two or three catego-
ries. The |Panchayals in Gram-
dan villages would sutely be
r Class (A) Panchayats.
Parchayals where there is suffi-
ciently hehlthy atmosphere of
social "andi economic, equity and
where thg elections are unani-
mous or Hear-unanimous could
as Class (B) Pancha-
yats. Pandhayats which are full
of local factions and rivalries
social and economie

juslice dods not.prevail to any
substantiall extent would be -
treated as|Class (C) Panchayats

Class . (A) Panchayats may  be

given ever 50 per cént of the
land revernue realised by  the
t from the "locality.

| dlso be given appro-

missions by the Stafe

cting land revenue from

the . Villag  Community.

them- into

should be| entrusted with the-
preparation and execution of
most of tHe local projects and

programmgs for economic deve-
lopment. [Class (B) and (C)
Panchayatd should be conferred
htsand duties in ac-
cordance | with their - capacity
and compeftence. Such a scheme

.of graded powers for Panchayats

will bring| about far reaching
decentralisation in  administra-
tion-in a systematic.and scienti-
fle manner. There 'would be
healthy emulation among the
Village Communities for im-
proving their social and econo-
mic conditjons.. The ' existing
administration pro-
motes indiyidualism and compe-

1
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titive r1valry The new system. .
of decentrahsed admlmstratlon
would ;

healthier co operative and cor-

porate life. !

Gandhm al\vays told . us that
real democracy
only inan atmosphere of non-
violence and co-operative: en-
deavour. The iIndian Constitu-
tion is also ple!dged to demaocra-
cy and peaceful methods. Real
non-violence cz"m exist only un-
der a. decentrahsod system’ of
-political and economlc orgamsa
tion. . That is why Gandhiji was
50 keen about the promotion of
. Village Panchayats and Co-ope-
rative Associations. If we desire
to make India a
violent State 'as opposed to a
highly centralised demoeracy or
a totalitarian Sltate, it is of para-
mount 1mp0rtance to decentra-
lise our econorlme and pohtmal
power in a well-planned man-
ner. We do hope that the Union
and the State Governments
would give their earnest atten-
tion to this fundamental pro-
blem and take the necessary
steps with a sense of urgency.—
{(Shriman Naravan in AICC Eco-
nomie Revxew.‘)

Too Much, Tpo Sn’on-

PANCHAYATS are a vital part of
the ‘most lmportant experiment
in I_ndla—rural development;
and they are themselves experi-
mental. Panchayat legislation
in most Statesl is not more than
three or four, years old, and,
though th'ey have been. very
successful in some plates,” U.P.
for example, no ‘proper assess-
ment i5 yet possible. Eventually
they must presumably take over
the respon51b111ty for develop-
ment, admlmstratmn and set-
tlement of dlsputes in-
respectwe areas but’ it will
not do'to OVerburden them too

soon. That 15 what the report
on ‘the decentrahzatmn cof
administration issued by "'a

team "appoiﬂt:ad by the Com-
mittee of Plan Projects of “the
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make for greater and‘

could subsist

-of " bodies,

truly non-

their

Planmng Cormmissiof . ._-seems 1o
do. Admmxstratlon should™ be
brought near to the villages,
freeing them from: the remoté
control of development - depart-
ments  or agmcultule health
and education ministries in
State- capitals. A neWw hierarchy
‘howeéver—panchayat
samities
might not be the answer, they
might even clutter up the pat-

tern which, however imperfectly,

is slowly evolving.

In this new pattern the principal
administrative officer © of a dis-
trict has as his greatest Tespon-
sibility the development of the
area. As the last evaluatmn re-
port on community development
says: “The distriet officer is,

tending to become the"king—pin_

of the development programme,
and the general administration
is beginning to 'wear the new
look associated wiih the welfare
State that India is'now becom-
ing.” This trend “should increase
and decisions affecting villages

- should be taken at district head-

quarters not secretariats. Mean-~
while, in the development
individual villages the hlock staff
with their specialist knowledge
are . indispensable ‘and ' guide
the. villagers and their pan-
chayats; the .time has certainly
not yet come to reverse the
relationship. Members of wvil-
lage pénchayats will not, for a
long time, possess the outlook

-for understanding the full im-

plications of regional
ment;:

develop-
some district boards have

" rendered useful service.
" Apart from general draw- backs

there are also many in the de-
tails of ' the ~ decentralization
scheme, as published. Anchal
panchayats already . exist

the zilla parishad—is contems-
plated;- villagers are asked to
elect, indirectly, this body from
members of - panchayats of other
villages ~ whom
" know. The poweérs and funds
proposed for the new bodies are,
by present. attainments, exces-

" mic Review, enjoined

and zilla parishads—

. hecome

- of

" villages

* tion. - Their -
) 1mportant both when its policies’

in-
‘some places but another body—
they do not

"group of panchayats that

_sive; <zilla panshads ‘are, rather
contradictorily, to ‘Approve the '

budgets of panchayat samities.
Shriman Narayan, himself '

Mr.
keenly = interestéd -
development, has in

in " rural
the latest

-

number of -thé A I.C.C. Econo-_

devolution of power;

(economic and social) -in -thé
villages, he reminds,
reforms = have not been com-
pleted to satisfaction.
guotes Acharya Vinoba
as saying that village
chayats, under unjust

and ecchomic cohditions,
powerful
‘deeentralized

Bhave

soctal
‘can

of
is = at
somewhat
devolution " to

moment in 2
critical phase;

pan-

. instruments °

exploitation.

*.Community development
" the

cautious "’
there is.
" still 'a greéat deal of inequalitly
and land, "

He alsé

the districf{ Ievel is evolving as -

_ gradually as awareness and lea-

dership grow ' in_ villages. .
such a time the
should ‘be consolidation
cautious advance not
(The Statesman).

At

Popular Participation

Watchwords__
and "’
haste.—

Tug pavs of direct demoeracy, as

some two

_ prevaiied in Athens dnd dur own
thousand "

years ago, have gone ever "and

beyond recall. For it is only
representative and

which have
and common problems.
nevertheless, essential that the
pecple should at all levels he'
associated with the administra-
partlmpatmn is

‘are in the making and when

they are in the process of imple- - '

mentation. Democracy  will
cease to be a live and articulate

responsive’
- government- which is possible in ~
. Btafes or units of administration
large populations
1t is,”

force the momient the people bes.

come apathetic and lose their

stake in good -government. It is .

easier to. interest them in their
immediate affairs and it is here

that the art of self- goveriment -

should be begun. It is within a .
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" vantage must first be taken of

their considered judgment " on
- common matters. Unfortunately
in the past the district |has

by and large remained too big-

a unit not merely for popular
participation but even for the
bureaucratic administration of
law and order. The Balwantrai
Mehta Committee has shown the
right instinet in deciding that
the country must have a unit of
responsive administration which
ig- emaller than a district and
comprises a population of ‘bet-

ween 70,000 and 100,000 which is -

now served by a N.E.S. block.
In any scheme of decentralised
~administration the panchayats
will have to play a crucial role
These. will function directly in
the villages and  through their
indirectly elected representatives
in the panchayat commitiee
which will be associated with
the administrative cadres in the
tasks of local government. Lest
the people of any village be de-
nied their say in ordering their
affairs, the first aim of Govern-
ment must be to ensure  that
every village has an active pan-
chayat. Of late panchayats have
come up like a rash in certain
areas and  hardly deserve th»
name:; For panchayats must be
judged by their success not so
much in  fulfilling the specific
legal requirements as in creaiing
opportunities for a local leader-
ship to come to surface. Until
"men of ability and integrity are
encouraged to take up the res-
ponsibilities of leadership at the
block level, there will remain a
void in our public life which
no amount of paper panchayats
can -fill.
7W1thm -the panchayat mandal
there should be a proper division
-of labour . and separation” of
powers. It will be for the popu-
-lar representatives-to lay. down
policy within the. broad frame-
work of the plans.adopted, by
-.Government. -It “will"be for an
irremovable: and ~ State-wide
_cadre of . civil*servants, engineers,

_health and medical officers

. should enable Go'vernment

‘broad principles |

and
servants to carry
They will no
in the

other public
out these policies.
doubt be answerable,

forum of the panchayat mandal -

for their acts of commission and
omission. But the panchayat

mandal should have no say on.

their terms and conditions  of
service, save of demanding the
remedial action against corrupt
and’ inefficient.  officers. This
ser-
vants to dxscharge their duties
without fear or favour .

For the panchayat mandals to
play their role as'efficient organs
of local democracy and as a

training ground for national lea- -

ders, the basic need is genuinely
to decentralise the - administra-
tion. They must have all the
powers relevant to their fleld
and functions. . They must have
stable and substantial sources
of income,. including a growing
share of the land revenue., There
is no reason why their powers
should not eventually extend to
the - maintenance of law and
order.” The oppdsition to " the
of the Mehta
report is likely to stem as much
from the bureaucracy as from
the politicians. Theirs is a com-
mon vested interest in cenfralis-

ed, bureaucratic; slow and ineffi--
cient administration. Their pro-

fessions about - democracy will
be put to teal test by the sound
and unexceptionable principles
of the Mehta.report. These they
should be called upon to imple-

ment without deIay—(Tlmes of
Irdn)

: Pamhayats _
‘DECENTRALISATION of economy and
power were ideas very dear 1o

"the heart of Mahatma Gandh1

While recogmsmg the mev:tabl-
lity ” 6f large-scale industrialisa-
‘tion in theé modern age and’ the
development of urban communi-
ties, the Mahatma visualised the
possibility of Indian villages be-

. coming more or less self-suffi-
-within the large

cient units
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~social and -
- adopted

cies

‘can disp

1t is obvjous that

framework of the nation. ..The
economic. policies
by free India. are_at
consideralle variance ‘with the
Gandhian [ideal, but village. deve-
lopment cpntinues to be the key-
note to all our plans. There is
a long way to go before Indian
villages become anything
approximating to our present
conceptiofs of rural. India and it
may even|be possible {o question
whether the Government’s poli-
are | caleulated to-° bring
about t desired results as
quickly a‘\} possible.  But no one

te the fact that the
Indian villages are today astir
with a ndscent fire .of impatient
anticipatipn and some accom-

_plishmenti. The great contri-
bution made by the Community
Developmjent Programme lies
precisely { in this new restless-
ness, a |restlessness which in
the - wofds of  the Prime
Minister | has helped to “pro-
duce  better human beings.”

this process -
There are signs
Government is prepar-
ccelerate this process.
osal announced at the

must continue.
that the

meeting pf the Central Council
for Loc Seif-Government, in

unity Development, to
entrust village panchayats with
the resppnsibility for imﬁle—
menting [the Community Deve-
lopment | Programmes is one
such, and far reaching in its sig-
nificance No one seriously
claims that the panchayats in

" their present form are capable of

discharging this responsibility.
But the |proposal aims at hand-

so -Which_e‘pinporint _the
nt role .. assigned.to the

2




' panchayats of the future. : Co-
operatlve farmmg—even on an

experimental ba51s~—as envisag- .

ed by the Gévernment ¢annot
possibly succeed except through
the agency of :  the panchayats.
This is .especially true of the co-
operatives  sought to be esta-
blished in land:donated as bhoo-
dan and gramdan,” There is also
the question of delegating judi-
cial powers to; the panchayats
and further, of enlisting.
co-operation in
land reforms. ‘But before they
can be entrusted with these im-
portant and - responsible tasks,

- village leaders—many of whom.

their,
implementing -

aIe un}ettered and ignorant 'of

"the world outside their v1llages

—will have to be. . . trained " for
their new jobs. The. system . of
tunctional training. for-rural lea-
ders being. launched under . the
Community Development - and
National Extension -Service can
be made to.._. pay dlwdends : 1f
voung farmers and artxsans are
induced to 1 ke_advantage of it:

But together w1th the training,
the panchayats mist be-encour--

aged 'to take orifhore and moré
respdnsibilit"y' in local “develop- '
ment programmes—(Free Press
Journal)

DiSTRlC T

Minister Brahmananda Reddy
speaking to Preds-men in "Nellore
the other day isireported to have
unfolded a plan for disintegrat-

ing District Boards and trans-

ferring their powers and func- -

ticns to the Block Development
Councils. It is a novel plan and
the public would 1like to have
more details. Itiis true that the
financial resources of such
-Boards are slender . . and -that
when the village panchayats are

- properly constitited . their sour-
ces of revenue |, enfarged and
their activities 'extended, the
District Boards tw111 have little
to do.

-The idea of strengthening villag;z
panchayats with funds  and
powers will commend itself only
when the rural lcnmmunity is
thoroughly enhghtened and un-
derstands the pnnmples of de-
mocracy. ' The present composi-
tion of the cgmmunity is such

that it is unsafeito invesi the.
Panchayats 'Lvithl wider powers -

which they cannodt use with dis~
cretion. In the first place the
caste community lives
frorh the casteless. Anything

that is 1nst1tuted in a village is

confined to the !former. The

latter has no pdrt or lot in it
- Whether it is agriculture, indus-
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. little

apart-

BOARDS

try, co- operatmn educatmn, sani-
tation, medical zid; or Pancha-
yvat, the casteless section  has
share in any of them.
FEven Government thinks of the

caste community in the scheme -
casteléss is  so

of "things. The
backward that it does not bother
to know why it is segregated and
why it has no represeﬁtation in
village institutions.

Further, who are the village lea-
ders? They are very largely
village officials’ closest relatives,

large;size land Holders and shop -

keepers who are money lenders
and labour  employers., They,
employ the means and influénce
for being returned to:the Pan-
chayat. A Panchayat of

representatwe body.

Next, .the Block Development

Councﬂs should be properly re- -

constltuted, totally eliminating
official elements. Officials must
act as friends and. philosophers
but if they bring their influence
,fo bear on. the development

. Council in its day-to-day affair, .
Jeo-

they - would seriously. -
pardise its ' efficiency. Further
developinent plans.have not em-
braced all villages. It is, there-
ore, too early to think of trans-
ferring the powers of the Dis-
- trict Boards to Councils. Ts it
advisable to make the Council’s
function in the manner in which-
the Minister thinks, especially

when the Government holds in .

its hands the financial reins?
Until the development plans
have been - fully developed com-
prehending all the villages  and
until the - Councils have been
completely de- officialised,  .the
District Boards could be helped
to function as usual:—(Deccan
Chronicle). '

TRAINING

Personne! ~

Possible shortcomings© in the
arrangements-to train the neces-
sary. personnel for the expanding
Community - Development, pro-
jects and  National Extension

Service blocks have been -appre-.

hended before, and . experience
sugpgests “that these fears are not
altogether unjustified. It is now
said for instance, that the pro-
gramme of training an adequate
numbper ‘of personnel has . not
kept pace with the expansion of
Community Development pro-
jects due to the lack of adefuate
training facilities. While thé

number of training centres is

now zought to be increased to
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‘that

some extent, it'is necessary to
ensure thdt the existing defects
are not accentuated or new

complications created as a result
- ~of this chfﬁcult situation.

Some - years ago, it was found

that the absence of adequaie -

inspection was a serious defégt
in the then existing training ar-
rangements, - and it was urged
regponsibilities in  the
sphere required to be specifical-

1y allotted  and suitable staff
~arrangements made. ) :
In fact, the second ~evaluation

Teport suggested that the wholé
subjeet of  training, including
content, organisation, inspection
and evalu.atmn ‘needed 'a com:

“such_-. "
description: is not d popular or




CTHE MAGIC mmt
THAT FAILED

" THE ANNUAL advent'of the

BIHAREE

-

" report of, the

Programme Evaluation’ Organlsatlon on the

working of the Community Projects and

" N.E.S. Blocks is a solemn- ritual of -great
emotional significance.
-that it should be held a great document and

“all people concerned—and not concerned—
' after a hasty perusal of the summary, shoulrl :
(1) hold forth on the failure of the nove-

ment to usher in the EI Dorado W1th1n five .-
- yeéars, and express dlﬂappomtment that the..
" National Extension Service has not brought
" the- fundamental dlrectlvcs of State Pohcy. .

1nto 1007 /o detion or (2) 1n accordance w1t11_-
" one’s personal pomt “of VleW Jaunch a genef..
_ ral diatribe on one’s favourlte subJect e.g: t
: corruptlon among’ G0vernment '

co- -operative - farmmg, basic educatlon and

J ournahsuc comments on the re-
’ .blocks 4 [1-is not cledr whetherithe furmber

of evaluatlon -units- has xbeenu 1ncrcased:and'

SO on.

. port are abundant varled and nearly cancel
i out each other .

SRy

+

Lot

o

Protocol demands

servants

I
-

‘Almost all ]ournals in Indla

" “With ™ some opinion " of other.
B foundmg Report”,
" “Changing Teémpo”, “Marking Time”, “New

.Priorities”, “Grave Warning’ and “Hasten-

- pretty -well explain themselves.

" Qccasionally a legislator

- of the year:

o and other im-
portant ‘ones in’ U K. and I. S A. come-out

“A % Con-

“Short Jf the . Ideal”

head lines on
o1 Report and
Some, of
course, have blamed the Community Deve-

ing- Slowly’ ‘are ‘some’ of -thg
the recent Fourth Evaluat

- lopment Prégramme for fdilure to imple-

" “pient’ land reforms, introdjice cottage in-’
- distries; develop education
“operative spirit év bring i
"t governing village - republic

build up a co- -
the ideal self-
Disparity of
development between villages and failure
to providé  programmes f¢r all sections,
particularly the: poorer sgctions, thereby
increasing the disparity in fwealth has been
mentioned. Some think the programme is
over- “advertised and others|think different-
ly. The report usually comes in May and
heated discussion dies out Hy about August.
‘httermpts to flog
the dead horse of public ifterest by afew
questions in the legislaturg during the rest

The Fourth Evaluation Report attcmpté to

“that, atleast in. measuring

“<wholé
" sélected as'a ‘Samiple at the _
“"7'the preseht ffioment {hérg “ate tover T} 800 -

assess the achievement b
terms.and in terms of beh
tudes. Much stress is laid
the evaluation body is ing
\fhnlstly of Community D
in the report;.and in som
This .can be -overdone. S

evaluation-has. certain adv
case; complex proble
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whether [the sample now- examined 15 dde-
quate, The _Present report, however, is said
'to be based more on two specml studies than

on the general reports, viz: ;- (1) a quick-

survey of a large sample of villages (15-
20%) inithe project areas to determine
physical accomplishment and their current

status; and (2) an intensive study of 3 -

villages in each project area with qualita-
tive observations on the social and econo:
mic changes resulting from the programme.
. It is not clear whether by project areas
apparently only those projects are meant in
which the evaluation units-are located. If
so, the sample seems extraordinarily small.
Whether the evaluation of changes of atti-
tude—the hasic evaluation in community
development—is best measured from objec-
tive data.or from an attitude survey—such
as has been recently completed by the Bihar
Institute of Public Administration and
whose results are slightly - different—needs
consideration.” In view of the seriousness
with which these Annual Evaluation Re-
ports- arelbemg taken, it would be usefui
if the data on which the evaluation is done
and the statistical Just1ﬁcat10n for the views
are explalned

Progress 1n commumty development and
the efﬁc;ency of the N.E.S. are two different
though inter-related things. The progress
depends 1ot only on the efficiency of the
service -but on the response of the people
of the area and the building up of public
opinion by the local leaders. The response
of the pedple again will reflect the appro-
'prlatenessl of the programmes selected ™ as
well as the nature of the extension work.
Successful extension depends .as. much, if
not more on the nature and acceptability of
the programnte drawn up by the Technical
Ministries ‘as on the block pérsonnel whose
duty it. is' to place the programme before
the public. To flay the National Extension
Service personnel: for--$low . progress from
one’s own point 6f-view.is a’well established
practice. The only point about it is that
eivil servalnts in any case cannot hit back
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Stress is rightly laid on the extent to which

the programme succeeds in creating a desire .

among the people for the highest level of
living, social, economical and cultura}
that is. possible for each family through the
methods of self help. In expressing some
dissatisfaction with the progress in this
aspect as compared to physical programmes
of constructional activity like building
community houses or irrigation, insufficient
thought has been given to certain problems.
The National Extension Service is only a
co-ordinated form of administrative agency
Lo put before the public-specific programmes

drawn by the Technical Ministries. That -
the N.E.S. staff should be recognised as the -

sole agency for the execution of all rural
programmes in the Second Five-Year Plan
is an important recognition that still does
not prevail in many places. Co- ordinated
work at the field level requires co-ordmated

“‘hinking at the top. Team work neces-

sarily diminishes the scope for individual
excellence even though it does not destroy
it altogether. Working in a team success-
fully requires correct understanding, faith
in such working and capacity to work in a
team. These qualities have to come at all
levels, particularly those of Ministers, Sec-
retaries and Heads of Departments. If

these, prevail then the problems at the Dis- .

trict and Block levels can easily be solved.
Giving up “departmental working” of
schemes in favour of working through the
N.E.S. and willingness to work tinder the
general discipline of treating all blocks
equally, involve a denial of the right to give
undue preference to local areas, groups or
individuals. This has not come about nor
can it come about until the importance of
over-all progress is clearly given a higher
place than the progress on individual lines,

It is'not at all surprising that the commu-

nity development programme has been far

"more successful where physical work is

involved such asg putting up community
buildings, irrigation schemes etc. Physical
effort over a short period that gives tangible
- permanent evidence of communal achieve-
ment in the public good is ‘naturally more
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" and sections of the people.
‘in attitude comes' only with understanding,
continuous working and the conviction .

attractive than other schemes.
‘not surprise any one that programmes that
directly benefit the individuel rather than
‘the community are more successful. To

. look for equal success in the psychological
changes in the attitude of public spirited-

ness and the capacity to maintain work of
public interest and to be disappointed ‘over
the -absence of such qualities in a wide-
spread scale is not a sound way of thinking.
The same evaluation will perhaps produce

“much worse results if applied to.“more

educated and more advanced” communities
Such a change

that thé public interest is in the long run
the most permanent aspect of private
interest. For such attitude changes such

examples should be- abundant at higher .
~ views hold sway among thejvested interests.

levels. The Community Development pro-

. gramme is not an-Alladin’s lamp working

miracles. Changes in attitude occur over

" a long period, possibly a generation. Short
cuts do not apply to things of lasting value.

Because appreciably good work has been
done it does not mean that the entire rural
population will change over-night.”

The Evaluation Report feels hurt over poor
. progress in some lines.

It is not appreciat-
ed that -these are the lines .where policies
and programmes have either not been clear
cut or have not heen -evolved at all. It
must be reiterated that the National Exten-
sion 'Sermce is only an administrative
machinery for bringing to the people suit-
able programmes of d_evelopment_ It is
not the function of the N.E.S. to evolve the
programmes. It is. merely a channel of
communication of better ways of. living.
The Technical Ministries concerned have
the responsibility to lay down the policy,
-evolve specific programmes for real apph-
cation and train their technical staff in
bringing such programmes to the notice of
the people in an acceptable -form. The

" N.E.S. does the extension in a co-ordinated

manner. It is only a year ago that the
over-all co-operative policy was crystalised
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It should

-for meeting all the rural

in the Rural Credit Surve“ ,Report.  Most
State Govemments have started collecting

‘the ‘necessary staff and traf ing them. The

concept of providing co-o erative finances

year or-two old. At present such ﬁnancmg
meets hardly 5-15% of the [credit needs and

" for various reasons other sources of supplies

are drying out.” There is ptill an essential

~ conflict between the doctripaire idea of co-

operation through ‘the smpall. societies of

‘people " with complete mutual trust and

common sharing of all joyg and sorrows on

" the one hand and an efficlent' rural credit -

and supply system on sound banking prin-
ciples on the other which
efficiently over a period: of| time will bring
to :the people the advantagss of co-operative

‘working and thinking.. Extlensive financing

can never happen as longlas the former

A system -of land tenure that will rernder
permanent increased .prodfiction a -paying
proposition to'the cultivator, stability in
land values, consolidation| of holdings, a

- large and small scale flow

“hated,

- gether.

total . water -

availabilities and programming progres-

- systematic planning of t}

sively irrigation of as m
vated area as possible thro

and a long term sound poli
‘agricultural prices are for
of the-basic pre-requisites
development,

result in poor agricultural
" Similar is the case w

_ _ Contradictpry,
short term approgches will only
extension.

ch of the culti-

gh co-ordinated

and lift scheines
'y of stable, fair,

mstance some
for agricultural
unco-ordi-

th the cottage

industries programme whierein also the
evaluation report finds mudh to regret. The
present policy demands, fqr example, that
the Charkha, the Ambar Chhrkha, the hand-

loom spinning, hand-spun
loom’ spinning mills from
power-looms should all be
Small 1ndustr1es iF:

yarn, the hand-
varn as well as

encouraged -to-
ve heen divided -

betweén 5 different branches of unequal
efﬁc1ency, fanaticism or co~0perat1ve habits

and effective introduction

of schemes In

the village'has to be preceded by a mass of

- b




admrmstratwe and democratlc proredures '
calculated| to drsmay the bravest . heart.
More confusion of though’r exists ‘m this
sphere of ;small industries than perhaps’in
any other! While a good deal is being.done

in an’ elementary way in trainning,of
‘artisans.in their own crafts
some forr111 of marketing for their produce,
VETY. httle can be . done  unless there is
rlearer thlnklng at the top and..a, more

practical approach to the working of the

schemes in the villdiges. The whole . pro-

~ blem bristles with'fundamental economic -

and sccial difficulties. ' The N.E.S. cannot,
‘be bla"ned for failure to make progress in
. cottagz industries.
more than any other, can help to reduce
disparmes in income in rural areas.

. The Five Year Plan with its enormous
targets and the qulck assumptron of vast

“and Varred administrative responsrblhtles
have brought the government ~machinery -

near the breaking point. The decisiofi to

extend the N.E.S. form of admlmstratlon'

over the entlre country by’ 1961 was a sur-
cidal decision whatever may have been the
political necess1ty at the 'time.

will "pass muster 80- as to meet the "ever-

increasing demands of the 1nescapable pro-

granuine. |Quant1ty counts and not quahty
And yet’ ‘the lack of orientation and’ rrght
attitudes in the young men turned out’ b}
-such’ niasé methods 1s deplored

Such "instances “eould be mult1p11ed  The
primary fact is that commumcatwn can not

" change the nature of the programmes com-
'munlcated Of course it is the -end resuii
,that ‘matters, but, in an evaluation’ of such

end results the relative ‘share of the drh‘fer-
ent factors should be assessed r'orrectly

If only .a fraction of the energy spent in
etaluafmg the N.E. S could - be devoted 0.

exammmg the basic’ polmes 'p'rogrammes
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and . provide -

And this programme,

Cadres are"
distended : and ad hoc recruitment has
lowered' the quahty These can beé made’
up only by extra training. But the train- -
ers and supervisers are themselves “often
inexperieniced and training’ courses _ are ¢
telescoped into the sShortest perlods that‘

-of the finer points of the set- -up’

LR

attitudes and the administrative cfficiency
of the- different Ministries qnd.departments
concerned and improvements effected, «

. significant 7Tise in the .people’s. progress
end development:of Detter

attitudes in
them can be procured, .
Much has been said about the failure to

get public leaders adequately interested in
the community development movement,
The movement,has been classed by all
people from the Prime Minister of India
downdards as one of the most significant
in free India and one that is most likely to
educate the rural people in better ways of

- living and help them become better citizens

in accordance with the country’s Constitu-
tion. Members of the legislatures are ex-
officio members of advisory . committees:
Aund il is said that the public leaders have
not been_ brought into the . picture ade-
quately in such a movement. It is their,

business to run it and not to complain of

not being invited to help. New, revolu-
ticnary and far reaching  concepts are

- vitally involved in this educational process

of country-wide self-help. The public men -
have not been given any training whatso

ever and many of them are quite ignorant
and its
Workmcr " Political ' parties are far too
buSy 'runnmg ~ elections, “governments,

or oppositions. Political, “parochial | and -
personal dlfferences dominate approaches
not merely at Government levels ‘but down
to the villages and blocks. Notwithstand-
ing statements to the contrary, differences
between . political pa1t1es are brought in
even in the elections to the Gram Pancha-
yat. The whip in the Jegislature seems to’
extend to the village. Is it for the Govern-
ment to organise a training of public work-
ers of different’ political parties? It would
be an unusual step’ but would - however
seemm, in the present c1rcumstances of the
country, a Justlﬁable cone.

Decentralisation of power, development of

Tocal Self Government
’stages and’ estabhshment of v1llage repub—
‘lics are slognas that ‘are repeated” part-"

at the varlous
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ularlyt at meetmgs of Ministers of Local
Self "Government. Dlstrlct Boards - have

) ““peen abolished in ‘some States and emas-

- not. on

culated in other If the institution is badly:
designed, a “better form should be devised.

Little has: been done that way. With only

problerns of rural health, communication
and ‘education as their work thege bodies
are divided accordmg to political -parties.
PlOfESSlOnal politicians and urban lawyers
still domlnate these DBoards. Relations

'between the Boards and the State Govern-

ment are more often- controlled by the poli-
tical affiliation of the parties in power, and
the - efficiency of the Boards.

" Steadily, powers and functions of the Boaros

_are being p1ov1n(:1ahsed

Reiatlons between the State. Gow ernments
and the Centre are showing similar trends.
Efforts to tighten financial control ‘have
centralised powers at Delhi. Even  the
smallei schemes under the Five Year. Plan

are subject to scrutiny annuall}, quarterly

and now, 1 helieve, monthly. With the risk
at any time of a rétrospective cut, ‘whatever

" it may mean in the funds allotted, the State

Governments are expected to plan -ahead, .
recruit the necessary’ staff, train them and
cret them in position as scon as a scheme -
is sanctioned. Steadily, slowly' the trend
everywhere is  not
centrahsauon Consolidation

of powers

progresswely from the District Boards to !
the State Governments and the State. Gov- .
- ernments to the Centre and pos_slbly even

at the Centre in * important Ministries,
changes in- portfolios to suit _individual
wishes than efficient co- -ordination seem fo,
indicate contrqhsatlon rather than develop-
ment of Local Self Government at various
levels. This monolithic tendency is at
least not. compatible with the wail over the

_ I\Jatlonal Extension Service™ having failed

to preduce - self-dependent community

mindedness, co-operative spirit, a sense of

sacrifice of private interest in the-public

good and the competence to manage, their .

own affaits on a self- -governing basis. in- .
dependent of Government help or aid.

Iy

KURUKSHETRA November 14 -

V;The failure of the

decentralisation . but |

post Sin ens_i'yfe', __phase. -
seems. to have caused pain il round:* The
failure is an exact;measure of the failures
of the 111dn*1dual :Ministries| and Depart—
ments in getting into the hgbit of working
on rural problems: through the N.E. .

agency, failure to provide fynds from their ‘
own’ planned budgets in tim¢ to replace the
centra; subsidies at the end ¢f the intensive
phase The Departments bt Government

_and their Heads of the Depaftments and the
District and Subdivisional

Officers should
have taken over their part of] the responsibi-

lities in both technology and extension well
- before the centralised funds

poming through
the Block Development Officers are ex-
hausted; Too much relianck on the B.D. 0.

and his funds and too little|efforts to work.
on their gwn and:as membprs of. the, team
are the causes. The.remedy lies in slow,
painful, syste_ma'tio educatign and training, -

notlin obiter dicta and braih waves. There

is no' magic lamp.’
Apart from thzse annual evall
been several assessments ma by foreign ex-
parts and lceal experts. The pesition of the
Block - Developm:nt .Officers, particularly the
unfortunates located within cessibie distance
of an air port or railway statioh is pitiable. The’
visits of V.IP.s. are numerous atleast a dozen .
a year. -Bach vigit requires tyo days’ prepara-
t1un, ihe day of the.visit iffself and the day
after the ‘visit wherein the difficult problem of
how to meet the expehses i curred has to be-
solved. Visits postponed at the iast moment—
and they are many—mesans | someiimes more
strained relations with. the ¥illagsrs who are
expectmﬂ the visit. In -addition, _there are

tiong there have

" regular inspections by the siaff of ihe Deve-

lopmznt - Commissionzr, Di 1s1onal Commis-
sicner, the Coliéctar, the $.D.Q., Heads of Tech-
nical Departments, -their rapge and district
Heads. BCSldES there are twe stafi meetings a
momh ‘which take 2 days epch. Reports and .
refiirns are fairly numerous. There are village,
bloek, district, Divisional, Staté and Regional
seminals to prepare for anfl to attend. .To
any one who- is famiiar witlh these problems,
the surprise, will be that the block :stafl have
becn ab1° to c}o anythmg at |all, not. that they
falled o usher in ‘ideal condmons amonﬂ the
ru1a. people within four yeafs.

'One cannot help . feeling thht -excessive mag--

sufement cf the baby . before.
result in mlscarnage or still

t is born will anly.
‘birth.

o
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ABDUL JABBAR was- considered to be a good
cuitivator. ! Of course he did not possess an

inch of land which. he could call his own. .

Not that it mattered. Inspite of being a
landless share-cropper, Jabbar had no
regrets. He could work well; moreover
hard work was never to him a thing of
annoyance. As a result he had never had

-to suffer from any lack of employment,

Over here most lands produce three crops
annually. After the Aus paddy comes the

From A Gram Sevika’s Dairy

potato crop, and . along with it gourd,

brinjal; onion and various other vegetables

—and so-on they come and go around the
year, as season follows season. Jabbar

hardly had any leisure at all. After work-.
ing in the fields owned by-the landed

gentry, whatever produce he got as his share
was quite -enough to provide for his family.
His family comprised, of his wife and his
only son.
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Now Jabbar always had a vefj vivid awareness

of his oWn manhood. Woman "he  thought—

should “live -behind. purdah, engaging them-
selves in- traditional household duties: and
be entirely dependent on men-folk. That,
women- too-should have any ‘knowledge of the
wide. world outside, or have any part to play
in it, was to him quite unthinkable, If during
‘the course of some discussion, anyone happened
to -refer to the rights of women—their ability
to. work or their intellipence—Jabbar never
hesitaled to laugh at once and ecall him a fool.
As I said, his sense of, manliness was- very keen.
Compared to any ordinary peasant’s home,
Jabbar provided. his wife and son with a life
of- ease. With .His roubust health, and
.his: ever-present setise of manly dignity
he went through -life with a fair. share
of happiness. : -

Trouble first began with the passing-or fhe

new Land Reforms Bill. - The Jotdars whose
. fields - he  cultivated were now unwilling
to - give their lands out for share-cropping.
They found it more profitable to cultivate
“these lands themselves. The big Jotdars
who until ‘- the . other day .spent most of
their' time in’ the city, were now seen
busy going from field to field, personally
supervising the p;oughing_ and cultivation
of "their own lands. Some - Bhag-Chasis
became  desperate. It became practically
impossible to make both ends meet by trying to

continue as before in. this particular line of.

cultivation.: And yet other avenues of earning
seemed hard to come by.

But Jabbar was not a man to be discouraged.
After' a short while, with some practice
he became quite expert at the work of

thatching roofs. It was at this time that.

in Dbetween the Thours thus spent on
thatching, he began to pay frequent visits to
the home of Ibrahim Ustad, Ibrahim used to
be & Bhag-Chasi before. He had grown up
in the midst of plenty. Now with old age creep-
ing in he was no longer able to move around
much., However, he was a skilled craftsman
in bdmboo. With the help of a small ‘katari’
(knife) he could .turn  out a host of well-
designed -bamboo articles. In later life he loved
to indulge in this hobby of his, creating accord-
ing -to his fanecy, and he’ had no other
pbreoccupation in life, except praying at the
Mosque and discussing feligion at length. Jabbar’s
interest in the’ work and his- perseverance,
pleased thée old riani was- very . much,. He
taught Jabbar some silmple bamboo work

Jabbar, unlike _some others did -Rot fall'-.‘.".not Jaeen drawn Into this work [since it ;was

'make both ends meet.

. him "to the Thana Health

- . -

a victim te despondency when land for
-share cropping -became scarce.|
time—he started making rods, traps and vaiious .
fishing implements made of baniboo, and sellmg.'

In his spare

them. In this way -he somehdw managed to
Although life no
longer provided them as plentjfully as before,

he never let his wife and chxlc feel the pangs _

of exXtreme poverty.

But i_t was J abbar’s fate that thik state of affairs
did: not last- very long. " One day, while
thatchmg a roef, quite suddenly|a thorn plerced
his foot. Jabbar returned- homle with his foot
in pain. His wife begged him again and again
to go and see a doctor. But abbar was not
the man to be guided by woma 1y advu:es He

made light of the whole matter by saying, “It's
nothing, the pain will go by itself” But .

on the contrary; after two. fdays the, pain

‘hecame . intensely agonising, so| much so that

he bécame unconscious. His npighbours took
entre Hospital,
There he was treated for long, but neither his
fever nor the pain showed any signs of remlssion
Ultimately he was taken to the|Hospital at the
district headquarters, " where two -toss of
the " injured -foot had- to be |amputed. . For
two .months he had to.suffer.| Life hterally

became for the family a questior] as how to suf-

vive, ‘Tt seemed as if their little orid la.y all but
shattered crushed.under the.adVancing tides of

poverty "and endless 1ndebtedn ss. Jabbar cn -

release from the hospital was unfblé to get back
his former strength”and capacity for hard ma-
nual ‘work., But there was no w ¥y out. Even in
that pitiable condition, he had t go out to earn
his dailybread to support the fainily. The weak

state of his body did not allow him to exert

himself very much. As a resujt, his "earnings
steadily diminished. Jabbar’s dhys and’ nights
were spent in the midst of hu nger and want,
from ;which there seemed to be jno escape.

While going from house. to |house in the
course of their family-wise village surveys, and
discussing their work, the women workers of
the Pilot Project came to know|about the sad
plight.. of. Abdul Jabbar.
Jabbar and his wife to take up mat-making.
Jabbar, however, did not take any notice.
of this piece of kindly advice. In . his
own case, the question of takinglto mat-making
for -a livelihood did not .arise at|all, because in
other -households only- -women ' Happened t0 bhe
engaged In this activity. As g rule men had
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pa‘rticulm:-iy suited  to - WUmen, who . while-
-it 1n the off-._
tzme Inspite of a wage. twelve annas, he felt it .
_-Would be:beneath his dlgmty, and an affront to -
his manhoon, if he took up as a livelihood: aw

_ activity which’ was more or less considered best )
- suited to women. .

at . home ecould engage

L

* 3 Harf

’I‘he Ofﬁcer in-charge of- the Pilot PmJect -Was,
extremely sympathetic towards . Jabbar. ~-His -

sense” self-respect had rathér appealed to this
person. Jabbar was therefdre, assured of a
work fit for any self- respﬂetmg man, whereas his
\\1fe was advised to take to mat- makmg Bub
Jabbar had become reaily annoyed on hearing
this. - With utter contempt he had retorted,—"I
must’ 53y you peop‘e have really intelligent ideas

thdt women should stari usitig their brains to

earn-a’ 11v1ng and that families should he ‘pro-

vided - for out of, -those’ ‘egrhings.” ~ You

nave raised all this hue” and ery  about

work, " leisure - hours etc.—well, that is quite_.
alright. . OQuly in my ‘home Tl not- stand. -

it.””* The women workers naturally -felt heipless.
By exertmg his proprietory. rlohts a5 a husband,
Jahbar. even shut out any opportumty for his
wife to tbe able to express -hertopinion freely.
The Pﬂot Project -Gram Sevikas were- unable to
help hun and his famlly in any way

* 1

These ' ‘girls frequler'\tly, ) came :—'ie‘ro;ss - sick

Jabbar ‘either on  the village roads. or.
‘at the - Piot . Project dlspensary ‘Affec-

tionate by nature, he would talk to them

ol many things as if they were his’ ownl people .

One day apropos of things he told ‘Arung (Gram
Sevika, §m. "Aruna Mitra) the.t nowadays he

had had no peace of mind ‘The' prospect of.

getiing t%ork had become remaote. Prlces of ddily
necessities are soaring up every day. His only

son was down with iilness. He had not been.
able to ‘arrange for proper tfeatment for want

of money Arundg immediately -made Lecessary
arrangements for medical treatment of the

5011 As a result .of Doators care and.

skiiful t'reatment Jabbars son became quite
well W].thln a few days. During his  son’s

iilness, “Aruna sometlmes used to. go'to’ J abbars,

house m order’ to "enquire after ‘the " boys

- health. Very often she .used to  notice™ ‘him

keepmg his hands ‘busy doing bamboo + work,

while’ s1ttmg in' front of "his- door-steps- ‘and -

talking. - Within three or four - days of watching

him thﬁs, it struck -Aruna that Jabbar - ould -
- fhe Gram Sevikas, his “Didis” to be lacking - in

easily be gainfully: employed, if he was madeé 10

produce; certain tashionable articles like bamboo .

screens*tab e mats, ete. She disclosed: this idea

to Jabbar.. For a few days all sorts-of. dlseus-'-

s1ons and consultatlons went on between them

e .. Tee . ..
ety i 3
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Later on it was found that Jabbar had given up
his reof thatching work: He soon gtarted pro-
ducing all-sorts of fancy articles in bamboo, anG.
on an average. earnad between one to two rupees
a day

Twice a week now Jabbar brings-his load of .

finished bamboo products to the office of the

Panchagram Kutir Silpa Pratisthan, the central
-organisation of all the cottage industry producers
' in the Pilot Project villages. He dumps his goods
. at the office of their co-operative organisation,

and pets paid. for them immadiately. -Sud-
denly . it~ was noticed that  the number of-
finished goods was shooting up beyond expecta-
tion, 'and Jabbar Was starting to earn more and

“more. -On further investigation "1t was .found

that not only Fabbar, but hlS wife too was
working a -way for all-she- was worth, and help-

ing to carn a living. Her skill in making screens,

baskats and in shaping thin strips of bamboo
was in no-way Iess tho.n Jabbar 5 :

.‘Whlle takmg stock of his finished articles,

Aruna is often obhged ‘to scold Jabbar for being-
cateless about-the finish, df being complacent
about slightly dstfective = craftsmanship. She

pays him back in his own coin of being busihess-

like tg" the last pie. If the work is even slightly .
defective, he logically should -not earn the full.
prices for a particwiar pizce of “work, since it

"tannot be sold at the expected price. Judging

by his” attitude, - however, it would seem that
Jabbar- treats her recrlmma.tlons exactly like
water on a duck’s back. He takes not the slight-
test notice. Says he, “Didi, it -just: won't do to

‘rave at me like this. My wife after 21l is a

woman,—that is to say. she is naturally nok
vary intelligent. Necessarily such slight mistakes
will - have to be excused.” =~ Aruna probed
into the real state of affairs: at his home
and found ° that. such "leght . mlstakes
are very rarely ‘his wife’s handiwork, It is in

facl . Jabbar who, tempted at the prospect ol

higher. and qu1cker earnings, cannot help com-

"~ miting “slight- mistakes now and then when. he

does thmgs too hurriedly.

- Though weak in body, his hea.lth rulned by sue-

cessive.illnesses, Jabbar who was hardly able to -

live or do anything a year ago, has started a

new life because -he -can now sit at ‘home and
veb eke out an honest living. He no longer thinks

COMmoI - Sense “just like women.” In fdct he
often blesses them In order to ensure a steadv
mcome for the future from his. present occupa.-
lmn he . has recently started t.o learn how “to

’
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to the Pilot Project. It is to be hoped
that very socn he will be able to ensure a full and
steady return for himself in this line of work,
by learning how to make along with some other
things like -file baskets, wastepaper baskeis etc.,
for which a co-operative organisation is most
often able to secure bulk orders. '

- One day Jabbar é't;anced to see Aruna engaged
in embroidering a beautifu_l_pattern on the sur-
face of a table mat made of bamboo strips.

.-work amongst women in West Bengal.

* Kantha—quilt made of old r_a;c,rs.

make many more better quality bamboo goods,’
from the Instructor in bamboo work attached .

* foolish,

_Jabbar looked on with keen interest, then he

‘- Adapted from the diary of a Gram Sevika belonging to the Pllot Project for

quietly made s significant
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h, could learn all
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NEW TRENDS

“ON THE one side we have to brmg dnout

complete psychological. change in the
Harijan and on the other, we have
to strive tfor a change of heart -

amongst . the rest of _the .population,”
. caid Shri Ganeshram "Anant, Minister for
Social Welfare, M.P. while laying the
“foundation stone of the first .Community
Hostel at Bilaspur recently.
" to be constructed by the State’ Government
will cost about Rs. 1,350,000 and accom-
modate 100 |students out of whom 75 will
be Harijans., and the -rest Caste Hindus.

Detailing educational facilities being given -

by the Government Shri Anant said thai
lack of hostel famhtles was a great hurdle
in furtherance " education
Harijans.

Initiative

THE PEOPLE. of Chautapalam Vlilage in the
Chautapalam  Community Development
Block in Visakhapatnam District of Andhra
"Pradesh, have solved the problem of irrigat-
ing subdluded land. -holdings.
" to the pr ocedure evolved by them, one
cultivator owns the well, and his neighbour
instals the pump. "They jointly use the
water-to irfigate the land around the well,’
even thougl'm the plots irrigated by the well
ave owned by several people‘ The expenses
are shared . G]’l an equ1table basv;
glamme of minor ir rlgatlon has made
headway -in. this little willage. -Loans to the
extent of Ré. 38,000 have been;adirancgd to
enable the people to sink 16 new welis and
- repair 9 OIFI wells. Through solving the
problem of: subdivided land holdings by
joint ownership of the irrigation apparatus,
the peoplei of Chautapalam have shown

a new way to the people of the surround-.

ing villages.
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Plan P:Igr:mage :

AV IKAS YaTra or a pilgrimage to popularise '

the Five-Year Plams, is the novel idea .of
the people of the Bhadravati Community

-» Devélopraent Block in Chanda District in

Bombay State. On hundred Vikas Yatris,
méluding the State Development Commis-
sioner, led a procession of 35 bullock carts,
one behind the other, to the accompani-
ment of the tingling of “ghungrus” frony_
The pilgrimage
started from Chora, a-village 10 miles from
the Block headquarters, and covered- seven
villages, " viz.  Plegaon, - Masal, Visapm

Pirli, Dhanoli and Dongergacn—a . dislance’
of over 17 miles. The Yatris helped in

‘cleaning the local tanks and wells and in

ronstructmg bunds and approach roads

lmproved 'Buifock Cart Design

THE GOVERN\[FV'I 6f Bombay. has dxrectea '
tHe district authorities ‘to give ﬁnanmal
assistance in the form of {agai loans to qgm—
culturists in order to encourage them to

. carry- out improvements in bullock carts or

to purchase  improved parts. The Govern-
ment -arrived at this decision after consider-
ing the question of evolving a co- ordinated
policy of road transport in rural areas with

a.view to securing the best utilisatien of

" the different forms of road transport on.

the one hand and balanced rural economy
on the.other. It also considered the effects
of mechanised forms of-transport on rural

' economy and the need for improving bullock

carls in order to meet the transport require-
ments of rural areas. In order to ghide
agriculturists in carrying out improvements
in the bullock carts, the Government has

. now sent round a circular note peinting out -

the defects in the wheel of a normal bu'llock

" cart which is used on_the rural roads

is: pojnted -out that the a}de and bearmgs-
of the wheels "of a bullock” calt are mmade
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-of mild- steel ‘which wear out. qulckly ‘The °Sanct10ned by the Govéq

wear creates slack in:the bearing and causes
- wheél-wobble which is injurious to” "the
bullocks as it increases tractwe effort and
t6"the roads, as it cuts them' up His also
‘pointéd out that there is no” provision. for
~iproper lubrication in the normal bullock
‘cart ' wheel. The wheel that is now in use
“suffers from unstable wheel position, lack

-of sufficient. ﬂex1b111ty and Iack of- properv

:self- ahgnment

The note makes suggestrons regardmg the
ways -and means to COI‘leCt these defects

‘It ‘suggests that the’ diameter of WhEt‘l_

~should be reduced from 4'—4.5" as at pre-
sent to 3—3"[3—9”. It also suggests
~ that the width of -the tyre ‘should be
widened from 2” to 34" and that the bear-
ings ehould be made of cast iron instead of
-steel.* The note also ‘contains suggestlons
‘as how to achieve efficient lubrication,
ﬂexun]ny in the hub and self-alignment
wrthm limits. Agriculturists 1nterested in

obtammg these_ deta1ls may get: Lhem from .

‘the Collector ‘or the 'District Agrlcultural
Oﬂicer of Lhe dlstrlct

Van'ag Villagers' Effort
A NeW_ hostel building at Valrag v1llage
in Sholapur District . estimated to cost

‘Rs.,1,00,000 of Whlch Rs. 29,000 has been'

granted by the” Government Whlle

Rs. 71,000 has been collected by the people

‘was opened recently. One hundred and
forty-one students are staymg in the ‘hostel
“at preserrt .
‘The wllage panchayat of Valrag has con-
structed a two-mile pucca road at a cost of
Rs.. 20 300, - four
latrines, and 25 lavatories.. The villagers
have érected a-building for the girl’s school
at a cost of Rs. 25,000. The village has a
well- equlpped hbrary and a multr—purpose
COo- operatlve society. - L e
The - v1llage has anothe1 “ambitious. pro-
gramme before it,, namely, completion of a
scheme for.water supply from:the Bhadra-
vati river, for which Rs. 50 lakhs has been
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and vital étatistiCs in the community deve-
lopment ar’eas were discussed at the seminar.

Atmcuh‘ure .
A FIVE-DAY 1ntra-State seminar on. Agrlcul—

ture and Ammal Husbandry was held at

Poona. thc1a}s and non-officials number-
ing more [than 150 working in -the Com-

- munity Development and National Exten-

‘sion Service Blocks in Bombay and Poona
Divisions .Jattended the seminar. Induga-
rating the seminar, Shri D. A. Gadkari,
Director of Agmculture Bombay State,
observed that the main object of such

seminars was to find out practical ways to

extend tosthe agriculturists the results of
research, to guide them on the use of seeds
and fertilizers and the proper variety of
crops, and to help them to overcome their
day-to-day difficulties. He mentioned that
with the help of the Planning -Commission
"a_schemeé had been formulated to start a

seed farm [in every taluka of the State for -

regular supply of good seeds.

Industrial Workers' Shibir

. A Two-pDAY shibir of industrial workers of

Dhandhl.iklai' Taluka was .inaugurated at’

Dhandhuka seventy miles from Ahmeda-
bad, by a. Harljan Shri Muldas Bhandas of
the vxllage of Zanzarka. More than 50 re-
presentatlves of co-operative societies of
weavels, carpenters, tailors, ete. of Dhan-
dhuka Taluka participated in the discus-
stons. -Workers themselves initiated and

disciissed various éubjects and officials pre- -
sent there only guided them Whenever_

required. l

Ways and !means to implement the schemeb
in the ﬁeld of moral and social hyglene and
,after -care semces included in-the State’s
Second Fi\l*e‘. Year Plan,.we;e-_diseussed-i_ﬁ a
conferencel of - social -workers:: Aboﬁt‘-=-;50
social. workers, ‘some of .them.representing
the. far.—ﬁupg- areas. of ‘the State, Aatt'ended
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_organisations and agencies in the respective

. The: conference considered the help that

‘the conference. Smt. Violet Alva, Union

Deputy Home Mi.nister, was also present.

H} 'giené Services

' RECENTLY the Central Social W elfare Board

appointed two ' committees to . study the
moral- and social hygiene services in the
country as well as the after-care services.
Both these committees have submitted their
reports and the Government of India in ¢o-
ordination with the Central Social Welfare
Board-have madé adequate provision to set
up the services in the various States. ) ,
The general pattern of the scheme as -
approved by the Government of India in
consultation with the Central Social Wel-
fare Board is that there would be two types
of institutions, namely, (1) State Homes
and (2) District Shelters, The State Homes
will have production units attached to them

. 0 that the persons in the home can be suit-

ably 'employed with a viéw to rehabilitating

them. The State Homes -will accommodate

100 persons each and the District Shelters

.25 inmates each. The inmates in the Dis-

trict Shelters will stay in the shelter for a-
short period not exceeding three months
till they find a .place in the State Home.

- They will stay in the State Homes till they

are rehabilitated. There will be one Dis- -
trict Shelter for two neighbouring districts.
The Central Government and State Govern-
ment will each contribute 50 per cent of the

cost of the scheme. The non-recurring and

recurring expenditure per home is estimated
at Rs. 84,000 and Rs. 66,000 respectively.
In the case of district shelters it would be
Rs. 5,500 ‘and Rs. 22,500, respectively.

As far as possible the services will be
channelised through the existing welfare

fields to avoid duplication of work.. In the
areas where there are no such services,
arrangements will be made in other ways.

could” be ‘Sought - from non-official so¢ial
workers; voluntary social welfare agenc1es,
and the role of voluntary agenc:ies in th1s
particular-typé of social service, '

fa "




Leaves From My Digry _;

LESS

Ajlt Gupta

1 was born in the midst of a convulsion—
the Civil Disobedience Movement of the
thirties. * That I have been a true producc
of that age is evident from my uncivil con-
duct, -1 cannot help it, the-air I inhaled
on my birth left in my mind a virus of
revolt, :

In 1932, a sturdy young man, I passed into
the threshold of life from the-murky atmos-
phere popularly believed sacred, of a High
School.” Calculating the time I had taken
for this ‘rebirth’, I found I had toiled while
less restive youngsters had sailed plainly.
You may scoff or sneer, I had, doubtless,
“acquired experience, and an element of per-
severence which have immense utlhty in
any reconstructmn work.

So when.the Community Developme_nt Projechs.

were launched I found a golden opportunity, for
the full play of my talents. They loocked for:
missionaries imbued with the ideal of “effacing
oneself” in the service of the country, and I
was beyond doubt an- ideal specnnen of this
sacred band of workers

My interview with the Authorities for the post
of a Village Level Worker—now called Gram-
sevak—was an easy affair. With no ‘virtues to
_imipress them, I had at least a glow in my eyes,
which many said, resembled that in the eyes
of Joan of "Arc—and posmvely they thought
“here was the right man”

I was put on training. Extensmn work would
be Gur job. For six months we' grappled with.
the “cause of the poverty in the villages”. Léc-
tures and practical work Kkept us- busy -But
when I left the training centre,.l was, in spite
of alt the good’ coaching by the
'_thoroughly confused And thls they sald was

Shri Ajit Gupta is Asslstant Director of Pubdcity, in the Development Depart-
ment West Benga.l - DU e

ADVICE, sm

Instructors, i

just the ideal mental make up ﬁor the Work 1
was zoing “to do.

Posted to,_a Block, with ten (lllages in my
charge, I found a niche in . the comtiodious
building of a village leader. I bedan my routine
-tours, ‘meeting people ‘of- different levels, of

"different colours, of varied opinichs and of dif-- o

ferent ; ages I concentra.ted o agricultural
wWOork. 'Wh11e I was In the throes of it, a high-
,1ankmg official visited a half-plbt demonstra-
tion field. When he asked the [villagers what
they would like to know of him, they unani-
mously. replied “Less of adv1ce sir”.

Turning my eyes to a Mahila Sar 1ty, Whlch my
girl counter-part had set up witlh a great deal.
of work and in spite of opposition, I saw a dif-
ferent spectacle. There came Australian
couple, the wife being a young & hoolmaster of
Melbourne. In the audience there was an 0ld
lady of, sixty, who, after the other|members had
conversed with the Australian la ¥, wanted to
talk to. the lady. To her pressing requests I
yielded and arranged a brief tejlg-a-tete. The\

old lady asked: How old are yqu? The Aus-
tralian, lady : Twenty-seven. e old: lady :
How many children? The Au tralian lady :
None. The old lady.put on a glum face, which
. the Australian lady ecasily discernpd.

She,. .therefore requested me tg tell the -old
lady . that she looked after about] 700 children
in the Melbourne Schaool and, to 1 intents and
purposes, they were as good as her own child-
ren. This hardly convinced the ¢ld Iady; who
still looked dissatisfled. B e

While  an. official’ from ‘Delhi came %o -vislt ‘our
Block, I had a remarkable experience. Mr. X,
a pubhc spirited man of considergble influence,
proterred. his services. When | the . officlal
alighted from the train, Mr. X Fleefilly - wel-
comed him, saying, ‘“Congratulation on . your
arrival”. The official =~ wWondered,
completely bewildered when, Teturning, Mr 15.
“congratulated” him on -his depa‘;jure‘ SRl
' (Conﬂnhed on .'pa'ge“ 248y

but he Was -



FDUCATION

P OR SOCIAL

"W'ORK [N IN DIA

‘G RAMCHANDRAN

"l

WE sfaLL make a wrong start, if we ruﬁ'
away lfrom the. basic facts concerning this

matter. One of the basic facts from which
no one should run away is that the mean-
ing and content of- social work might well
‘mean 'different things in different countries.
Social work in England will be different

from social work in Mexico ‘and. that in-

U.S.Al very different from it in -Egypt.
'These' are simply illustration. If the mean-
ing and contents of social work are differ-
ent in different countries; surely it stands
'to reason that education for social work will

also vlary from country to country. One of

the riticulous things in India today is that
educaitlon for social work. is .sometimes
arranged -on the British or American
pattern. There is nothmg to prevent us
from flearning from- experience gained in
‘England. or America and to apply such
knowledge carefully to Indian conditions,
if necessary. .But, what is of fundamental
1mportance is that we study” social condi-
tions {in India, as they are and buﬂd our
social} work on the basis of such under-
standing and train our young people to
face our problem in our own way. If mere
1m1tat10n is wrong in several other fields,
it w111 be fatal in the field of social work.
Social’ work must be intimately correlated
to social conditions. All this is accepted in
-theofﬁr, but often denied in practice, as soon

as we set about social work and educatlon‘

|
for 'social work..

The techmque of “social work developed
unde1 Mahatma Gandhi’s guidance
direction was always realistic. He turned
the - search—hght upon Indian society. He
dlscovered the-strength’ and the weakness
Shri G. 'Ramchandra.n i Difect‘or, Gandhi.gmm.

and :

of the social.structure in the couhtry. He

trained workers to face every problem

~which came out of the social conditions in
_India.

He did not train them in the arti-
ficial condition of great institutes cut away
from the life of the people. He trained
students and workers right inside the con-
ditions which they were to study and under-
stand. He trained village workers under

village conditions to understand -village
_problems and to help villagers to solve them.

He trained village midwives under village

_condltlom so that after training they were

not afraid of settling down in villages. The
secret of his method was not simply ser-
vice, but 1dent1ﬁcat10n Identification
necessarily included "service and went
deeper than service from without. It was
essentially service from within.. More-

.over, Gandhiji always went to the roots of
-a matter and faced upto fundamental issues.

Institutes of social work, as we. now. hava

-them here- ahd there, specialise in evading
‘the fundamental ‘issue and simply play

about with surface problems. Poverty is a
basic issue. Public Health and Sanitation
is another, ignorance yet another and we
have also- the problem of superstition and -
evil customs and habits. Let us take for

instance-the caste system. Every one accepts

that it is a terrible evil in India today.
Every one wants to destroy it, root . and
hranch, but, there is unmistakable evidence

that in the last seven or eight years castes

has become stronger and not weaker. The
Chief Minister of one. of the important,
States in India .said to this writer -that
caste has become stronger, because of adult
franchise- and the ‘General Elections.




Mahatma Gandhi, faced

this evil. Ie delivered

in' his _life time,
] sledge-hammer
blows on untouchability and caste distinc-

tions. He wrought great changes. ‘But the
"nation is slipping back again.” Which ins-
- titute of social work in India has taken
up the study of this problem in all earnest-
ness? Is there yet a .completely truthful
analysis why caste still holds the mind of
India and how it can be uprooted? What
are the psychological, economic and
moral factors keeping caste unbroken even
today? What all must we do to destroy this
evil? We look at many petty matters, pick

them up and work on them and are satis-

fied that we are doing social work or training
people for it, etc. Take another example,

, the problem of nutrition among the
-m.asses of the peoplé.

villages and towns.
too much® of good nutrition, this was and
is an- important and basic issue.
institute of social work or of training for
‘social service has taken up this matter
truthfully and without reservation. Take
again -sanitation. We have to organise
sanitation among the masses who-are poor
in .our own way. We. cannot give fiish
latrines and underground drainage in the
villages. We can only give the Wardha

trench-lattines and teach village people

how to make good soak-pits. How many
of those trained in our schools of Social
Work can make a village surface—dram or
make.a real good soak-pit?

‘ But did 1 not say that there .is the accept-
ance in theory of these basic methods and

approaches, but very little in practice? The

acceptance in theory is largely due to the
pressure of certain ideological forces creat-
.ed by the Gandhian Coristructive FPro-
gramme and now.by the Programmes of
National Extension Service' and Commu-

nity Development and the denial in prac-- --

tice comes generally from- aversion to hard,

low-down manual work-in the minds of

most of those who have had any education.

Gandhiji advocated
hand-pounded rice for the rice eaters in the -
In a country without

Which

much We borrow not as sti
who can return the loan, bu1
people] planning to evade
advance. There is also a great
direction -and therefore,
age-of money, time and energyj}
for social work. largely. remaij
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'touchihg the realities at the bd
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s;8.., Education, in_social work = must be

BEEEN cloeely mtearated with . the Jiving

) .condltlonc of our own somety and not

_;cuu away irom jt.

9. Educauon must be not oniy of the
E ‘mind but for strengthening the will
and toughening the muscles. -

. L. | - .
10, ,:EdUCatiOn for sccial work-must be

in and through social work and that,
Irrght inside. the actual conditions of
". the social life of the people.

11, 'All social work must be at the same

'tlme ameliorative and revolutionary. _

It must furnish the training to make

more amenities of life, but it must -

- !alm "to change the out- look of the
'Deoole.

12, \{anual and productwe work must

' ;’be included as inescapable items of

‘eocral work.

“13. ‘There should be no artlﬁmal dlvorce
' lof social work from political and eco-
_ nomrc programmes. :

14, Natlonal -egoism and, therefore cer-

‘tainly, the lesser egoisms of smaller

- groups and communities must be
understressed in favour of loyalty to
one world and one human society. .

15. " {The reconciliation between scientific -
cultural.

~technology -and moral and
‘valueé must be effected at every
stage..

Somal!work is a tremendous responsﬂnllt}
Itducatign for social work, therefore, is
even a'L greater responsibility. Let us hope
and pray that those in charge of both will
reahse their responsibility more and more
and pr“event the misdirection that is taking
place today :

1

‘is- unforgetable.

_tunate that a

- LESS @F AWEQE SIR

(Contmued from page 245)
This convinced me all the more thaf there was

-a_great need for good and balanced education.

I worked hard for somé months on primary
and social education. In this effort, I realised
that village housewives are as . powerful
as their counterparts in towns, though many
siill under-éstimate “the former’s influence.
For a Social Education Centre, a plot- of land
was needed. The ownér of the land, . when

‘approached, enthusiastically welcomed -the set-

ting up of a-social education centre, promising
his suppdrt in spreading education.” The coun-
try’s--sore need, he sald, was more éducation.
But when I asked him to. donate the land, he
was hesitant and said that he would confirm
it. next morning. I had. little doubt that he

~wanted to get his “service before self” spirit
 duly endorsed at home.

- My diary bristles with many such interesting

experiences. “Some proved obstructive on a few
occasions, but most of these have stimulated
my thinking and have increased my zest so
helpful to me. In the.course of my day-fo-day
work, these experiences fleet across my mind;
some I distinctly remember, some I forget. But
my experience in a meetmg on the occasion of
the opening of a new National Extension Block
In that’ meeting,” a Minister,
the. Development Commissioner and an im-
portant non-official spoke - explaining ® the
importanee of National Extension Service and
urged upon the people to participate actively

. in" the work. Towards the end, a humble vil-
‘lager from the farthest edge of.the audience,

rose and spoke with folded hands. “Sir, today
is a red-letter day for us., We are really for-
National Extension Block has

been -sanctioned for this backward area. To-

. day is the birthday of Gandhiji, the Father of

the Nation. I salute him. Sri Nehru is guiding

- our Nation. I salute him, too. To the memory
‘of the great departed :leaders Who foiled to get

us freedorm, I offer my homage. Buf, Sir, I
would request-you all . who are engaged in the
rural reconstruction work to remember the

famoug saying—Rome was not built in a day.

This saying should help.us a great deal—when
confronted by a over-zealous follower.”

0 "“The :50- called uneduca.t.ed people of my country (Indla) have a hlgh degree of

wisdom and culture.

That is why although only 20 per cent of the population | .
;is literate, 60 per cent- exercised thelr -right to vote” Rev. D'Sauzd. :
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The Anniversary Number of Kurukshetira
_carried articles Which raise issues.of funda-
.mental importance for the Commumty
Development Programume. _ Different con-
tributors have wewed one or more of the

basic facts in different perspectives. Can
. you guess the author of each of these -
excerpts from the Anniversary Number'?,

A hst of authors is given at the end of each
ehcerpt as an aid. Answers may be Seen
on page 253.

Community Projects  nor’ Natiohal
Exiension - dawned on India by & siudden ‘act.
Though the names chosen may be, traced to
some living personalities, the ‘programmes were
the .result of mounting experlence whlch the
‘pation had learnt at some cost,

1. Vaikunth L. Mehta., 2. Govmd Narain.
3.- Jaydprekash® Natain.. 4. . Prof. D. G.
Karve. 5. S. K. Dey 6. N B. Malkant.
Vinobaji's Bhoodan movement. has “filled in-the
gaps'in Gandhiji’s picture of Gramraj. Not only
has it filled in the gaps but it has also pr0v1ded
us with a-programme of action, of mass action.
1. Jawaharlal Nehru, 2. B. K. Srwastaw
‘3. N. R. Malkani, 4. Govind . ‘Sahai;
Jayaprakash Narain, 6. C. Rajago'pala-
chari. )

‘Gramdan creates a new. vﬂlage soc1ety in which

the conflict between the individual and society -

disappears. The individual by his own 'self-
will merges hizs own interest in the community.
1. D. H. Schasrabuddhe, 2. R. Jagan-
nathen; 3., Prof. D. G. Karve; 4. CUV.H.
‘Rao, 5. B. K. Shﬂrwastava 6. Jawaha'rlm
.:Nehru. ..

‘Co-operative farmlng may not be a panacea,
but those who dismiss it as Wholly unhelpful
because of their rooted bellef in a system of
peasant proprieforship, may pause and consider
what peasant proptietorship. connotes from the

point of view of better farming for the millions

‘who are resourceless and will remain resource-
less because of the small and fragmented hold-
ings they cultivate.

“1. -J. 8. Patel, 2. . Vaikunth. L. Mehta 3.

V. Nath, 4. D. H. Sahasmbudhe 5. G_unada
Majumdar ‘6. A Farmer's Son. .

_Co-operation and communlty are both expand-
ing and developmental coneepts. 8o is the idea

6

i clzef . : 5
- The B]ock which Is the bas1c hinit for this pro-.

] self government.-

“action-

-Jayaprakash Naram 4.
5. V. L. ‘Mehta,
:Prof. D. ,_G_. Ka'r’ue

- KURUKSHETEA :

of self- gévernment

It is too lite In the day to
argue: that self-government col sists"in each in-.
_,_d1v1dua1 oF even an 1nd1vidua1 group'bemg left:

alone to regulate itself. -~ | ST
1. Jawahdrlal N@h’ru 2.1 Prof. I)R G-
Karve, .3. Govind Sahai, |4.- S. K. Dey,

3. Jayapmkash Na'ram 6 Louis Mzn:~

grafnme would not be a suitable unit for large
resource “ development programmes.. It is suif-

“&ble for this programme becauge it'is sufficiently

small to enable intimate contact and under-
standing' to be established between the develop--
ment workers and the-people.| - L
1. V. Nath, 2. 8. K. Dey} 3. Prof. D: G.
Karve, 4. Vaikunth L. Mehta, 5. B. K.
Shmbastava ‘6.. D.S. Sinhk. - -

The prmmple of self -employm
important .to a successful de

nt is at least as
cracy as that of

. Jawaharlal Nehru 2l rof D. G
Karve 3. B. K. Shnbastam 4. Jayapm-
kash- Namm
Commmﬁe ARePQ’fﬁ -
Wc':vu-ld ‘be

There are philanthropists | who

‘troubled if the poor were notfjwith us, for they
would then have no field forj charity.

1. Sri Aurobindo, 2. C. [Rajagopalachari, .

3. .Govind Narain, 4. C. V{H. Rao, 5. Guy

Dowdy, 6. Louis Miniclien -
After all reasoning is the keyktone .of Hindulsm
and its offshoot, Buddhism.| The genius - for
mathematics and encyclopedic learning which
have so often revealed themiselves as - Indian
characteristic are founded in a strong though in-
dividual sense of order and reafon. Superior logic
has frequently floored the “pducated” man- in .

an argument. with illiterate vlilagers.

1.. Sri Aurobindo, 2. Prdf. D.-G. Karve

3. C.V.H.Rao,4. P.M:Mathai5. Evelyn
‘Wood, 6. C. Rajagopalachari, )

3

During the past ﬁve years thi dlsclples of many

of the d1sc1p11nes subdisciplines and specmlist
fields, roughly identified "the- behavioral
sciences, have been made uneasy by a -social
invention—Community Develppment,—which is
demanding rea.djustments n thinking and

8. K::Dey, " 3.
Louis . Miniclier,
6. K. SV, Raran, 7.

1. Jawahanm, ehru, 2.
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5 -8. K. |Dey, 6. Ka'rve-




Major Sukhwant Sinéh- -

IN sUMMER, drive to Nahan is mnot very
pleasant.; On one side of the road, lies
the turbulent. river Markanda how. re-
duced to,a dry bed of brown stones and
houlders.: .On the other side, bare hills jut
out in the shape of grotesque oversized ‘ant
hills’,. All the hills are scarred with numer-
ous gulhes rufs, and caves. Vegetation
_is conspicuous - by 'its- absence. - The

Moginand -hill towers over others with a-

lonely hut on its top.. It is very fascinat-.
ing to find habitation on -a hill so dry, sc
desolate, and obviously without water. This_
made ‘me; walk up the winding track and
through the barbed wire fence. By the
time, I reached the hut, I was gasping for
breath, and my ‘desire for adventure had
considerably waned. *The top was flat,
The hLut stood on one side _almost on the
edge Wheie the flat -top dropped bteepry
down to the road below. A trim’ dodonia
hedge su}rr_ounded three .sides of plateau.
~ There Wére TOWS "of -bunds with wvarious

types of® plants, apparently green and-

fiourishing. It was quiet and peaceful and
I looked around approvingly. Soon a.yoeung
mian ‘came. out of the hut and greeted me.
in Enghsh

“Jai Hind. Nice to see you here. It is
: eeldom that we have visitors”,
“Jai H"m'd‘

I alivays wanted to Lnow, who
llved here - :

“My name is Sant Ram ‘T am in charge of

thlS research station:”

' The- WOI‘d ‘résearch brought before me the
'huae laboratorles with the allied instru-
ments, and repugnant smell_b. “W’hat sort

.

" Dont talk in riddles,

A SHORT STORY

,m

‘of research do you do, and rather an unusual

place to have your laboratory in, isn't.it?”
He smiled a little, perhaps at my ignorance,
then he looked at those ‘ant hills’ around

‘him. “Thesé hills tell the tule of years of .
erngion; its ravages, and the poverty of.our

hill folks”.
face showed compassion.

‘His eyes dimmed a little, and

“What has reduced these hills to such a
state?

“Nature’s handmork our 1gn0rance and

_ lack of ‘interest.”

The fresh mountain breeze played with the

long strands of carelessly brushed hair on

his broad forehead. . He was 1nd1fferent1y

dressed and the blue. streak on his ch1n

revealed that he had not shaved that morn-

ing. What was most striking -about him, _

however, was his intensely sericus expres-
sion while he talked.

wise.” R
rlrbfly, it is the rain. . It7 ponre in
buckets  during the monsooiis.
water runs down the hills, it cuts its way

through the sides, creating ruts, ravines,

_caves you see there".

- Then he looked down on the Naraingarh
pialns dry fields 1nterlaced with numer-

ous seasonal rivulets. Each glance :;eerne_d
to hurt him.

“Little streams. join ‘to form those nadis

which destroy wllages ruin crops, and wasn
away -roads and tracks, year after year

adding to our misery. And yet we accept -

this all as an act of God.”
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I could see that
_the hills were part of him,

Please put e

As the-




“Surely, the rivers ifrigate the land in the
process,” said I, trying to score one on him:

_““A little too much!! The water is so fast that

it does-not get a chance to penetrate the-

surface. The result is, that the villagers
don't even get enough water to drink. The
- wells are very deep, and very few indeed.
The.men and cattle are driven towards the
Jumna valley in-search of water and shade
‘during summer. The poor people are
homeless irispite of their homes and land”.
“Interesting.. I did not know that!”
“‘How. would you unless you are in contact
with the people.”
I feit a bit-ashamed, but. my cur1osxty to
know more knew no bounds. : o
“How do they live, and grow their crops?”’

“Bach village digs a pond where they store-

rain water for the year. Cattle and men
drink, bathe, and wash their clothes from
ihe same.
of weeds, insects, and deadly germs.” When
ponds dry up, they move away in- search of
water. The crops are mainly seasonal”

“What about the wells?”’

“Th’ése ~hills.tell- the tale of years of erosion,....”7.. -

“The water is doep it is uneconomical to
'dsg, -and physmally hard “to piill out thé
_ water. But still, wherever they can, they

have some wells, poss1b1y one amongst four

- viilages or so. But thev hardly yleld
enough for drmkmg ‘

KURUKSHETRA November 14

.reap in the plains”, was the e

"The wind swished past in g

- “Well, you see the

"both - rain
_mission, -my research, and my aim in life’".

falls, percolates.irto the eay
- washing itself in torrential
"water will help me. to grow

The ponds are often muddy, full.

. year.”

The misery of those below
was -now - written -on his

ace.

in the plain

He was

visibly moved, and his emotipns and sincer-

ity seemed to carry me with
“How does it affect you.
Himachal Pradesh whilst thd
the .Punjab territory.”

him.
You are in
> plains fall in

“Whatever we sow in th'e‘hllls-, they shall

“I don't get it.”

every gust came the mixtur
loose pebbies. p
hills

carried away slowly, particle
this wind. = My job is to s3
and the wind.

“IHow do you propose achievi
“T will see -that each drop

stablise the soil against the rd
and rain.” S
Then he pointed towards
garden. “All this has been
waters alone. I make my b
The water.seeps in, and hq
tables to grow throughout t
how_ healthy the plants are.
crops of tomatoes, brinjals, ai
than from the irrigated lan
my drinking water from the
miles away.”

“This is only the top. How
the sides of the hills meltin
He took me down th
hy, and pointed towards sma
up all-along in terraces.
“These will hold the. flow

nigmatic reply.

ists, and with
e of sand and

|eing dry are

by particle by’
ve them from~
This is my

ing. this?”

hf rain which
th, ifistead of
nallas. That
vegetation to
jvages of wind |

the vegetable”
oW 0N rain
E_ds in troughs.
lps the vege-
he year. bSee,
I had bumper
1d peas; better
1. And I get

well about two -

will you zave
g away every
> track T came
| trenches dug

bt every, step:

What ‘looks like the ‘small-pgx marks A10W;,

silt-will fill up and give it a
ance one day.” .

Hé started explammg the d
man-hours needed to dig e

En}oqtb. appear: '

1men81ons an-.l
ich tr ench

was not interested in statistfes, but. sfﬂl I ‘

admired the W'ay, he had

R

naqtered each

T
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“We Will certa.mly win the race,

detall 'As we walked along the track, I
noticed s’rone bunds all along the gullies.
Then he showed me small saplings of kikar

like trees grown all along the trenches and_'

bunds. - -

”Some of these trees are local and others

1mported from Australia. -All- have one
thing 1n; common-that they - don’t need
much water, and they all hold the soil”.

He gave each plant and blade of grass a
botanical name. I -cannot remember any
‘now, but I was certainly impressed by the
profound-knowledge: this man-appeared to
possess 'of his subject.- “Where. did you-
do_your forestry?”’ ..I could not help askmg
“Well, actually .I. am essentially- an agri-
cultral chap, but.I try to make forestry and
agriculture help each other... I did . my
B.Sc. (Agr) from Lyalpur and MA
Oxford” L '
I felt embarrassed
the modest young man careless -about -his
appearance could be. so hlghly quallﬁed

-
I

'a

'252
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I never reahsed that

1 was used to seeing such chaps hankéring
after chairborne jobs. “Why don’t you
make use of .others experienced in the line.
It- is- wasteful to experiment on already
trodden, ground "

said he Jubﬂantly and then
proceeded to explain. “Various countries
have gone ahead in their _res_earch I have:
just been to Switzerland and Canada, and"
know how they are setting about, We:
must realise that the quality of soil; climatic .
conditions, amount and’ tlmlngs of rainfall, .
local vegetation always vary from country -
to country. We can certainly follow,.the

“A- good pomt

broad outlines of research but the eventual

ahswer suiting oiir local conditions Must”
be found by us through our own research”.

By the tlme I felt that I had more mstruc-
tion: than -I. could--absorb.” 1 suggested:--a
visit to-his hut hoplng to see hls laboratory!
As'we -walked up-along the track,-he asked,
“Why do you think this track-ig sloping

towards the h1ll unhke the PWD roads?”

KURUKSHETRA November 14




“A good question,” said I.- We both laughed
heartily, and I continued: = “To get the
water filtered in the hill, instead of running
down eating the roads as it goes.

“Good”, he nodded approvingly. _
“You are deing this for what? Obviously
for good of the 'common man and his
fortune. Then why don’t you let him help
you, and thereby help. himself Propagate
what you do, so that it’is taken up. on’
country wide basis.” -

“To be of use, your resear¢h must catch up

_with the erosion, otherwis¢, the hills will

dlsappear before you are
snappily. _ -
The hill side was crimsor} with -the sun
_dropping down.in the plaigs like a ball of ‘

- fire”

ready” szid 1

He looked out of the windpow towards the
‘plains.
_he: prophesied.

His pupils quivered, and like'a seer

race.

“A good suggestion md'eed! !

my metheds dre’ ‘different.

“We will’ certamlf,r win the
I agree, but‘/
T believe in'

is not far when the people.‘

The day
will drink not
sweel springs

example. - If I ‘can save this hill from
erosion, and brmg plenty over here, the
remamder 'will follow: -Let my work be.
my propaganda I arn eertain thaL you w111
pass on What you see.’!

By this time, we “ere having a cup of tea
in the hut. It was bare; a charpoy, a few
" books, a table and some clothes hangmg on
the pegs.” . ' -

“Where 1§ your research Laboratory""
“The hill: is my’ laboratory, ‘and T am the
scholar” and he gave me a relaxmg smile.-
1 was not to be satisfied éasily. :

Afrom muddy pools, but frof

tion, but prosperity”.

—that: is India-of ‘tomorr¢w, when these
rivulets will ‘carry with’ thém not devasta-

with 'rhe satis-
s barren area at

I ‘agreed ’and walked away|
faction that, the future of th
least lay in safe ‘hands.

1, Prof D, G Karve; 2. Jay
_'3 B. XK. Shrlvastava 4 Vaikunth L. Mehta;

T - QUIL ANSWERS

rakash Narain;

5. Prof. D. G.“Karve; 6. V.[Nath: 7. Karve
* Committee Report; 8. Sgi Aurobindo; 9.

_Evelyn 'Wood 10.; Louis Mlmlcller

prehensive resurvey by an
pert commlttee .

The extent of the improvements
made since then is hard to de-
termine, bui some- of the -con-
tinuing failings brought out in
the fourth . evaluation
might be thought pa.rtly at any
rate, due to the persisting de-
fects and deficiencies in the ad-
mlmstratlve machinery ..
When such’-an ambltmus
large-scale expanswn of
© grammes is being undertaken
and when there is a distressing-
Iy large incidence- of inemploy-
ment, particularly among edu-

ex-

cated youths, it mlght seem ra-.

- ther . odd that foresight and
vision have not been sufficiéntly
exercised to forestall a Iong-
foreseeén-difficulty .

© Yet it is not too- late to makp

. rangements for-training the per-
report ;

and.
pTO-.

phenomenal expansion- of the .BTamMIESs, as
programme has made it difficult and range of
to devote the sagme degree ..of But. this dd
- ¢lose - and orgamsed guldance to  abridgerent
every commumty proJect under résponaibility

operation as ih the early states

POINTS OF WEW ;

(Continued from Page 232)
the best of #n apparently bad for
situation, if early and energetic
efforts are made to streamline
the ex1stmg machinery and to -
ensure efficiently planned  ar-'

provide

In one sens
'rnent might
d1sgmse, bec
late initiative
‘sonnel required in the 1mmedlate and infuse 3
Ifuture

It is-now suggested that the eventual inie

~ gramme und
_providing foq
© covering the
- Natignal ExY
" for convertin
per éent of
Cornthunity 1

“of the experiment. .

To cornpensate however, for thls
forced dilution of guldanee and
supervision it is thought, neces-
sary to brmg about, an improve-
mient in the content and quality
of ‘the training that is being-im= -
parted in various cenires and to - efforts.—(Bg
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~will -require }.

speeial in-service

training at 1 equént intervals.

- such a develop-

t] " -
aE‘rove a blessing in

se it might stimu-
among the people
sense of responsi-

bility, and tHis is essentially the .

ntion of the pro-
they grow in siZe
actw1t1es

es not mean any
of: administrative
since the pro- ~
er the Second Plan,
Rs. 200 crores for
enfire country with
bnsion Service and |
g not less than 40
such projects into
)evelopment blocks,
_all-ipund diligent
bay Chronicle).

\i. © 3283




. ENDOWMENT POLICY

Your flﬁﬁ,ul'@"ﬁfs wﬁméfﬁ?'@ﬁa aﬁaaﬁﬂm @Eit

Life Insurance is for the hvmg You can indeed re'lp
the benefits of your: Life - Insurance durmg your lifetime. An
ideal scheme is the Endowment Policy.

The Endowment Policy differs from the Wholz Life Policy
where -claim_is only paid on the death-of the insured. With
Endowment you confract to pay premiums for a fixed number'
of years, at the end of which the full sum insured is paid to you.

(If) however death should occur before this ttme ‘the ‘entire

amount ' automanca]!y ;
: ‘paid to the assugnee or
! nominee.)

The Endowment Policy - is
:.ideal  for middle-income
-~earners who wish to provide
- for-their old age or to sup-.
iplement -their Provident
Funds: It is also useful for
--those,who can foresece a
 future need — the education
or marriage of their children - .
or any other contmgency SRR
which would requirealump -~ °
sum .of money. '

The ENDOWMENT POLICY
may_be just the Policy for
you. . Ask for details from a.
. Life ‘Insurance Agent who
"w:'!l'.:'zlsoebcplaino't‘hérPoli&‘es_ Lo
under-the Endowment Group . .
wlzzck may.. better suit your

% 3
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: é : Only“’h'alf a tablet cf—

SUNLEIGH

dld _{a_l!thus_‘ was_hmg

-~

It's '-ti_re extré lather
"1 that does it |

WASHES WHITE AND BRIGHT?

8, 249-X52 . -
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" -FOR MUSIC MAKERS'
" Vitamins are e:ssenti:il fo;'-- the :

_.promotion of a' feeling of well- N

.being . which fis cofin__iuciv_e to

aesthetic  pleasure. ‘p’a',--[!,',g e
. nqurlshing Gluco blsp_f{its have .
. .vitamins added to them. R

] s 1rscul TS ~ .

1 : WITH ADDED VITAMIND

Parle Products Wig. Co. Private Ltd, Boubay -
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Kavadiguda Road, Secunderabad.




India delivers the goods-

And not.only do those familiar gunny bags protect

and Jute ‘protects them !

India’s expors—but jute manufactures as a whole allo remain

onc of our largest sources of foreign exchange.

. " That is why the jute industry is one on which so mud
strength of India’s economy depends. And, like many
- ather industries, jute loaks 1o oil to protect its capital

h of the

equip-

ment and to play its part in the manufacturing proc

We supply to the mills of West Bengal a specialized

55,

troleum

product known as Jute Batching Oil. When emulsiiell .
with'water, this oil softens the tough fibres of the raw! jute
and enables them to be split, shortened, drawn into

# smooth ribbon and wound on a bobbin,

.We also supply a range of lubricants which cdvers the
complete requirements of the jute industry, and %
which has been developed after many years ¢f careful
study and research. So in the jute industry -
too—Burr’nah-Shcll help to deliver the goods

- -

-
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ON October 2, 1952, the birth annfversary of Mahatma
Gandht, a daring expcnmcnt was laurched——a village -
programme that started off mmuItaneoust in twenty- clght
States. The motto of this programme ig * Desunatlon—-
' MAN". lts scope extends to sixty miltion families living in

our five lakh villages.
In the words of the Prime Minister, * this is & géneration
of hard labour For,a Commumty Development programme

, of such mmensxty means work and more work —md:-
vidual and orgamsed And this hard-workmg mass of .
peeple. needs proper, planned nourishment. They need

- balanced diets that include fats and vitarnfns to replace
COergy, keep bones strong snd WLS health;

At least ‘two ounces of fats per day arc recommanisd fob
adults by’ the Nutrition Advisory Cornmutee of the Indlan :
Councnl of Medlcal Research. Fats provida 24 times as much

. encIgy as wheat or rice and set up reserves aoamst |Ilness
Dalda Vanaspati, a wholesomc fat made from refined
‘vegetable oils, containis both Vitamins A and D. SeVen
hundred International Units of Vnamm A are added to

! every ounce whlch fs as much as there Is in good ghec These v1tarmns are naoessary for the sound

' ' i | deVéinant of bones, musclcs and tissues; in addition, Vitamin A prevents night blindness and keeps

P l eyes and skin healthy, while Wtamm D prevents softening of the bones.”
' - Dalda is nntouched by hand durmg manufactare; and comes pure. "and fresh In sealed tins
. with the fariliar palm tree emb]cm Adding” exira nounshment to food. Dalda maka

i = valuable eonuibuuon 1o m.-. diet ofall bard-workms pcoplo.
o “{'I.nm LT S




FIGHT N
THE FLOODS..

.“l:w »

e nrun K
TR e

Wtiredyics =

-

Swisling rivers, flooded éoumi-yside: .

drowned cattle and homeless people.
the fight for better flood control methods
g0es on every year. 7 -
Helping keep a watch on rain swollen
rivers..: ﬁ:inging relief to the str;nded_...
carrying medical aid._fqod and clothing in’
* the wake of re.ceding ﬁgters throughjnud
and slush...these are jc;bs that
only the Universal ‘Jeep’ with the extra

“craction of 4-wheel drive can do,

. . Nt
THE UNIVERSAL een) |
X today's most versatile vehicle! | J
. P'ra}gress-h;e!y manufactured in Iréd:‘é by

—_— LEMITED
BOMBAY « CALGUTT. ¢+ DELHT s MADRAS 1
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0 MARI(E'I', TO MARKET

goes rqﬁned Ad' pocerc ( Pranammd anﬂ po-mfre

‘ 2fier Tam detected ﬁnderground pumped to the surface and reﬁnéd

‘into v:mous products, Iam taken to the market. Mind you, th;s is not

s

- the type of miarket you are thmkmg of. Oilmen. use thls word to

describe my movement from the refinery te you, the consumcr- My dcstmy

| ) from hete an is worked out by a hlghiy orgamsed group wh:ch has bccn

.[. supplymg Indm wnh quality petroleum products t'or wcll over, 60 ycars. o
Stanvac have supphcd to Indian consumers many mnlllon gal]ons of gasohne,

! :-kerosenc and industrial fuel, through four termory offices, seven sales

' offices in‘ strategic places throughout the coﬁntry. nine depots and nearly

2000 dealers-and dgents located in every conceivable part of the country.

i STAN VAC Zthe name that stands for progress

|- STANDARD:YACUUM OIL‘COMPANY = incorporatad ta e U.S:A with Lrmitad Labilry
: - + C . - - . .

v o . . RO



Large body space seats at least six persons
maore than any other chassis made in India.

LEYLAND is the first choice in over
50 countries around the world

AVERY Road Transport Authority in India has rated a
higher seating capacity for Leyland Comet than any other
chassis made in India. The Leyland Comet provides accommo-
dation for at least siX more passengets in every trip, andit
costs no more to run. Its low fuel consumption, and easy
maintenance makes it the ideal passenger transport vehlcle
_ everywhere,

Y State ‘Transport Undertakings are adding more and

more Leyland Comets to their fieet year after year. They

know that they can depend on it for economy, efficiency
9nd maximum [oad at the lowest cost per mile.

The Longest Wheolbare 'Panenge-r Chaul:jmado In Indio

"*u pegotiate the sharp

The chassis is speciall

th ease and confiden

designed -
:st COrners
c.

i Lafge brake drums a

"the strongest and the

make braking casy and

chassis made in Indi
the strain of modern

ad linings
sure. [t's
heavicst
L o stand

transport.

Unusually long spring
semi-elliptic laminated
used 10 ensure maxi
fort over long distance

s of the
typc are
um com-
3,

|




Appearances e—.and a paar of pears

Pms m:ownmmdaq:ﬁm.?@ -

4

can’t te!l their quaIity by gazing. at them.

Moral: Ifyourebuyinspeus.tastethanﬁmt. -

But testing by_tasnns_ gets you nowhers

. if, for instance, you are buylng coap. For

that (and most packaged goods, too), sensdbls
shoppers have.a surer guide to quality ; they
go by a name they can trust, & &rand they

- have uséd and found refiablo. .
For nearly 70 years, people have trusted
Hindustan Lever products because thelr high -

quality has been unvarying. And ﬁhﬂhﬁ:ﬁ
bomnswetal. :

Hmdustan E.,evew sew'w ehe home

Ider o - . .~ -

ducts becsuge they are so
" widely uuated.'andtmm’:d

as mm Lewr. we mlnc all our
srtodmtl &t every stage'of manufaciure We:,
make sure that they stand up to storage: Wwo,
*ereate climate’ .in- a"laboratory to "chserve ¢
fhem under all weather condmons. We check -
thdrpcrformamoby usxngthanasyou do
" o the home,

,Allth:smmnsl,ﬁ@faﬂaw'eekonpro-

ducts like Lifebuoy Sodp, Dalda Vanaspati
end Gibbs SR Toothpaste — familiar pro-

mmmm

A




In 67 free lands across half the
world Caltex companies join wnr.h looel
enterprise to help bring oil

beiter living to countless nu.lhm
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THEWAY OF THE |
BUDDHA

Size 113X93.
'photograg;hs of monuments, sculptures
& paintings with more than 25 colour.
pmt_es, bound in rexine with jacket in
two colours. _Rs. 3000
| ' (Post Free)
i

Contains over 400

"It has been designed as an album
narrating in pictules—'the story of the
‘life of the Buddha and evolution and
spread . of Buddhism. In a. spec1al
'message to the Album Dr. S. Radha-
krish_'nan‘ Vice-President of India says:

“This album represents the origin
. of Indian cultire, the development of
-Buddhism and the permanent influ-
ence which Buddhism. has . exefted
upon India’s cultural history. It shows
-how Buddhism is even today a vital
foree in the life of the Indian people.” \

Available from' leading booksellers
or direct by post from: - '

THE BUSINESS MANAGER,

PUBI.ICATIONS DIVISION

.'..”_Z. E Minlstl'yofl &B

=

P.B. No. 2011, Old Secretariat, Delhi-8,

Mistér..;
you’ll always have-
thls sort of trouble

" unless you insist on

GENUINE RUSTON seares

Beware of imiiation spmec paris. They are

made of the wrong metal. They are weak
and ill-fitting. They are not properly heat.
wreated. . They are bound to wear out too

‘soon, resulting in constant breakdowns.
So-unless you want to end up in the same
“dilemma as ‘the gentleman above —insist
" always on genuine ‘Ruston Spares’-and
remember: these ‘Ruston Spares’ are backed -
up by our service organisation which has

been helping to  give us truly satisfied

customer; for the last 98 years.

GREAVES COTTON
& COMPANY LTD.
1, Forbes Street, Bombay 1,

Branchest Ahmedsbad Bangﬂnro
"7 Coimbatere « Kanpur

Madres » New Delhi
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Title -
We Plan for FProsperity
Achievemenis and New Targets

People’'s Movement—Community Project in Pictures ..

Jawaharlal Nehru :

Speeches on Planning and Deyelopment
{1952-56) : A

Second Five Year Plan—Official Symmary

(AISO available in Hindi & Other reglonﬁ] languages) T

Second Five Year Pla.n—Pupular Summary
{Also available in regmnal languages)

Indla on March- Senes—Pamphlets on Achlevements of First
Five.Year Plan

¥ Sorrow Turned Prosperily

advance payment -preferably by crossed postal order.

Available from lzading booksellers or direct- by p'ost from:

THE BUSINESS MANAGER,

- PUBLICATIONS DIVISION,
Post. Box 2011, Old Secretariat, Delhi-8

mrmxmmffffff 4

BOOKS ON NATIONAL
‘DEVELOPMENT

i e
H

Price Postage
0.75 0.25
0601, 1 [019
Y 0.25
075 . 0.20
.25

1.00

0.35 ' B iﬂ . ’

0.10

Towards Greater Industrialization - . .. 7 e : :l}l_—lo‘.. )
Life Lines of the Natioii .. s - N T T
‘More From Mother Earth .. et ol_-m_x 7
TOWa.rds A New Social-Order 0.10 7‘
Towards - Somahsm Through the Plan ©.3.10
(Also. a,vallable in Urdu, Gujerati, Telugu, Tamil & Mara.thl)
Decu‘nal Comage : ! 'éac-h” '
(Available in English, Hindi, Kannada, B_ehga]i & Gujafat,iz. 0.25 wrt
To ensure safe de]iv_e:ry kindly send registration charges extra. “ 7
‘Books worth Ks. 25.00 or above are sent post free. All orders must accomp
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- A .Set Of six PFRIODIC4LS P?O]PCIL?‘LO'

INDIA’S PROGRESS

'DEVELOPMENT

THE MARCH OF INDIA

‘--|-

- “’“‘A i‘asematmg record of India in lts onward

. progresy 5\
:

EEran "j'. k '& I’he Sunday News of Indw

“Every ifem-.in the con ents of the Journal
is interesting”

a’ﬁ“"‘- ; The Hindu

Per c0py Re.il Annual Rs. 10.

" KASEMIR

) .: N, . :
A monthly deviiied (o the life and problems,

of Kashmir.

" Fully illustrated with pa.mtmgs, photOgraphs'

and sketches,

Per copy 50 nP. Annual Rs. 5.
o BHAGIRATH
e,
An official ergan of Central Water and Power

Commission - issued monhly. . It deals with
the irrigation and power projects in India.

. Per 'copy 25 nP. Annual Rs. 3. e A

H»

Per copy 50 nP. Annual Rs. 5.

KURUKSHETRA

A monthly devoted 1o - the,
Development Programmes. in t.he country
Fully iliustrated.

Per copy 35nP. Annual Rs. 4,

SOCIAL WELFARE

Official organ of the Central Social Welfare
Board. It discusses the various aspects of
the social welfare problems in the country
through articles written by emment men in
the field. :

IMlustrated monthly,

-

YOJANA

An intelligent man’s guide to India’s Five Year
Plans with a eritical appralsal ‘of the progress

being made in all spheres in all pa.rts of the

country. Issued every forimght in Enghch
and Hmdl .
' " Chief Editor &

KHUSHWANT SINGH

Price Per Copy 10 nP.

'Annual subscription : Rs. 2.50 éach

" Best media for adverlising

Avazlable from leadmg booksellers and TewWs agents or direct from

THE PUBLICATIONS DIVISIOI\

PB 2011 OLD SECRETARIAT, DELHI-B

Community Pl g

N '
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