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The ,Beg~nning,'
RABINDRANATH T!lGORE:

"IFhere have I cmiLe from, where did you pick me "1 ?H
, 'the baby asked its mother,' "

She answered half crying, half laughi,riil. and clasping he
baby to her breast,--

'iyoU1uere hidden in my heart as its desire, my darling ..
-Yo1,'were ihtlie dolls,of my childhood's games; and w/'en

with clay I made the image of my god every morni'1g,
I made and unmade you then, '

You were enshrined with our household deity, in his,
worship I worshipped you"

In all my hopes and my 'loves, in my'life, in the life <if
mother you have lived,

In the lap of the deathless Spirit who rules our home
have been nursed for ages,

lFhen in girlhood my heart was opening its petais, "
hovered as a' fraganceabout it,

Y;nr tender softness bloomed in my youtliful limbs,
a glow in the sky' before the su?wise,

Heaven',,, first darling, tw;n'bo,rJ! w'ith the morning ligth,t,
, , you have floated down the stream of the world's I e,

and ct last you have stranded on my he~rt, '

As j ;7aze OJ; your face, mystery overwhelms me; you' who
belong'to all have become mine ..

For fear of ios;ng you I hold you ,tight to my breast,
I-VIwi magic has snared the world's treasure in

slender arm,s of mine?"--
(Reproduced from The C"escent Moon,

MaG'mil/an and Co" Liinited,LONDOr.), ,

.. ,
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of our own creation; Bastille.
command we stood up, we

T' ,

. I.

" '. NOVEMBER 14 /.1.1 '; .> " •.• : •• , ~--~'. , ~:_~./

,'. Sputnilc--cone, now Sput,nik-two, more' to follow.", ',We' wonder,
" ..over 'the'.dog,enl:ag~d,,'TheciorJ wonders at ilS all.'"''

"I : . '". . " " .. ' ':..,. '.' ,.' , ;., .•

j,;,yrhpm,o?','. sh?,~tld,be, blasf~d. with H'el!-Bomb:' says, the e?ith~-
sia,st, f,;omhemisphere ..below, .. Meantime .plm}s flre .adva"(Lced"for gold-.'

',,'u#/i.i in",Antarciica, -forfiights.toMars~t~: stars. and .. planets yet.
o' :' •

.u-n'!li~c6vercd.~' J;': \
" ;.';.-i': ._ , . _' _ '. _'.". _.

'-' i .Earners of sound staiul broke?i. .Pull gf the .eartl).'crumbles down:
'.. . '" I., ': ",' ". . '" ....:' ,
'" :';Man,soars,'high up, floating in space, ,Lo~the arm ,refuses, to. lift,feet
1~.j:<::-.iolst1r,:ihevoice to articulate. Liberatwn 's in si1Jht:butinca~c'erati6n

" , , " .', is.!'at'hand ' . '
.•~, l ~ .,..; :>-<' .. ' ."
:"ii~ I'. " . , ,"'; , Master, .you led us out of the Bastille

I ,"•• -, . , •. , ..

:within- the Bastiile without, At your
. ',';.

;; , .. : .. lo,6kJd forward, we. marched onward.
~> ' .. "L 1 ," .;,-"- '.-: _, -, .'. _ ",

jFourhundred million'is mighty ,wen as a,number. Eight hundred
I' •. ' .

. " _ >million arms:, if outstretched,' will be, mightier still as an elemental~~-. ; . ,,' . - '.

'~._I1.:i'.:~.~-'~:fo~~~el;.c ,

-.- ','''' 1, :True,.we.stand,yoked:,to.our o,ien' But theso'n ofParvatineed no,
';;;. I' ",." . _....... .. ... . - '.-' - • - - -

:' " iush'in unseemly haste for: circumnavigation", .The universe shall come
C'." . '.tol't;rms with him' once 'he travels the distance from the head to the

• j

.c- : '.hearf .. '.

.',

,.;'.,
;:. t

l'

.~.--

'Of morta!s 'SlJ far .born, you have done singiy more than what. a
th:ouSan.d,~e~rsc1!~ ~h.01tl~e<..'!~~sesh~zi st.~;'i Enough, enough.'

.'" ,'Onthis' day of .days; we ,ask of Y01i one more gift. From the head
.'io';ihe, heart~lead"usas ,a. people: thro;,gh' this-the, shortest distance:. . - . ,.."....

.,. .'"
on earth: .'"

,'We prgmis'e in turn;we1liiil eease to be the mice we have been. 'IV';'
s71~1lbe me;' - immortal ~ citizens oj. a free universe. Till then" n,ke
n~tice -Master! no liberationior you,not even rec~ss. "

I '
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r Our Young Hopefuls.
F6R'THE LAST few years now November 14 is celebrated every year as
th~ Children's Day. throughout the; country. On this occasion, lakhs of
uuI' .young hopefuls are feted, children's rallies held, leCtures deiiverecl
a~d the day passes off with a sUiJreme satisfaction of work well done.
',After'the day's excitement.is over, we pause and ask ourselves: what
ha've we done for the millions of our half-naked, under-nourished children
.vho throng our village streets? Do they have enough food; education
anr1 a roof above their 'head' which can go to make their life happy and
contended ?, " ' , ,
In' 1m,attempt to ,answer' 'these 'questions, Community Development
programme included 'child welfare as one'of its important activities: 'It
w~s realised that children WEre no longer the propei-ty of their parents
,alone and that they were as much the concern of the community as a

I, " , '
whole. That the Comrpun[ty Development programme i.s the most
,effective' agency to take up this work, through its thou'sands of Blocks
sprawling all over the .country cannot be denied 'even by its worst critics.
But how far has it succeeded in this objective?
El~ewhere in'this issue, we give" a brief surnmary of the child welfare
~ct!ivities carried out under the Commlinity Development programme.
l'hesuccess achievecl so far is by no"means highly. e'ncouraging and
for, good reasons. Tor onE thing ,,'e'had to start, alrilost from scratch.'
IVe had neither the experience nouthi: tradition of~organised welfare
of :the children by the communi!;y as such. No doubt private charity
'ond indi:Jidual philanthrophy did exist but collective effort for the social
welfare w~s. almost non-exist ant. Secondly, 'the programme unfortu-
nately had to ar;ldress itself almost from its inception to the. more
pr~ssing and basic needs of. the comrnunity. Almost all the emphasis'
waklaid on improved farming and agriculture. All other items had
to {"ait.or received only scant attention. ,
We are, however, fast realising that the child welfare which includes',
a liost of things like family planning, setting up of maternity homes,
sc'Jdooling,'organisation of children's activities, juvenile delinquencY,care,
of neglected children and so on, can no longer wait. ' Happily public
co'1science on this subject; especially in our villages, has become very. :
alert. ..
Ev'idence of this new awakening of interest in child welfare is writ
larke in' the number .of. Primary Schools, Children's Parks; Maternity.
Centres and Young Farmers' Clubs which have already come up under
our, prOgramme covering nearly half of this country .

, J
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CURRENTS.
&

CROSS-CU RREN1S
••
Soviet Education
While giving his impression of Soviet -Education
after his recent ,tour in Russia, Shri Humayun
.Kabir said 'that he Had been impressed by the
earnestness with which prob:eins of' education
had been tackled in the Soviet Union, Within
20 years:.of the launc1).ing of the new education
policy in 1923, illiteracy had been practically
eH:ninated.' University education, according to
111m,is restricted to about 5 per cent Qf students
leaving the schools. Selection of students to ~he
universities is a continuous p,rocess and even
students who spend four years,at ~ .universit-y
can be eliminated if they do not -maintain a high
standard. Ninety per cent of un'iv.er~ity students,
according to Shri Kabir, are supported by t.he
state a,s compared to',79 per cent in, Britain and
20 per cent in India. Great stress is laid .on
science and Russia' is producing 60,000first-rate
Engineers every year 'and this number is pro-
.posed to be raised to 100,000.

Location Of New N. E.S. Blocks
The Ministry of Community Development has
asked the state Governments to consider loea':'
tion of new National Extension Servlce blocks'
around the State' Agricultural research stations.
This 'is in pursuance of the decision taken by the
Co-ordination Committee for the Ministry of
Food and Agricultul'e and Ministry cf Commu-
nity Development. To enable the resea'rch
worker to obtain a better insight into the
farmers' needs '.'and the' usefulness of his
research to them, it is essential that the results
. of. research carried out on the Government farm
should be. tested and ext.ended On farmers' lands
around t1).e farm.

. The Central Research Institut.es, like the Indian

. Agricultural Research Institute anCi'"the Indian
Central Rice. Rese:arch Institute, have taken over
a few villages around them for testing the results
of research on farmers' fields, but the, research
stations in .the 'states have not invariably' done
sO. The', location' of N.E:S. blocks around the

experimental and'research :itaLion'Swoilld ~nable - ::
the research workers to' ,cbnduct 'tridis of tile Jll
results of res'earch on)a.;mlcrs~ iands Within the"-"
block. .'.. 1. . . . i '

Going 'Ahead , .. _. . ) .
.Eighty-four National Exten ....ion Service blocks ot
t.he 1954 and 1955 series eni!ered the Cbmmunity
D'evelopment stage on Ganct'hi Jayanti Day. The
followIng is the state-wise !reak-up of the NES
blocks, 'converted into th intensive,' develop-
ment b1ocks:- Andhra adesh 7, :Bihar 16,
Bcmbay 10',Kerala 1, Madh a Pradesh~6,'Mysore
3. Orissa 4, Punjab 6, Rajastl an 12,uttar Pradesb
14, West Bengal 1, D2lhi 1, 1 anipur 2,,and Pondi-
cherry 1. i, .

Comparative Figures .. I .
The' rate of achievemen't in respect of t,he deve-
lopment programme in the CGmmunity Deve-
lopment and National Exte'Vsian "Service areas ,is
hicrher than in the .rest the country, The
co~parison of achievemen . relates to develop-
ment in'respect of agricultu e, educatid:n, health,
communications ,~tc.. Expr:~r~ed as a p:.2rcentage
of the achievements in the rest of the country,
t~e'position,is as fOllOWS:-'. . i
1. Agiicultilre::--eonsumpti n of l}itrogenous
an~ phosphatic. fertiliserSi 259'%, .~aste-land
reclaimed 297% and minor il~rigation works 122%,
2. co-operation':-agricultu~al credit I societies
660%; membershi'p of agritultura:I co':'operative
societies' 405%.' ,. . I. '

.. ' , .
3. Education:-primary sc]t1ools in rural areas.
'146%.; junior hasic SChOOlS! rural ar~.as. 470%;
cadets who partiCipated in A.C.C. and N.C.C.
camps 285%. . ." '.

4. Rural Health :,-Hospit 1; .and di~pe~saries
394%; maternity and child \Velfare centres 271%.
5. RO~ds759%.. .1 ~. ,-
6. Statutory panchayais 211%. ..,: ...

Motor Cycle For Best VLW ...
A.motor cycle p.res.ented b~y;the p'rim.e.,.MlI1ist~r.
to the Ministry of Commu ity Deve-Iopmentis
. to be awarded to the illage l~ver .worker:~,
adjudged best -through a co petition to be -held,
during 1958-59. The motofcyc:e is a glff .£6 .
-t:~e Pri.me Mi~i~teJ;'.'fto~ t e Federal; Re~~blic
of Ger'manv: _'All the Gra Sevaks and Gram-',
Se~ikas ar~' ~iigible to comtete '~o'nparment of',
a feeo! eight annas. T e best village level
worker at' the di.strict level. will be awarded a
bicy~le. The village, .level w rker adjudged best
at the' national level will al 0' 'be' considered fot
promotion: to the post of B:o k Ext-ensio'p Officer.

X:URUKSHETR~; Novembc?" 14 191
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.A. Blue-Print .'For Rural'
Museum

K. L. BAR.AYA

= I

Ch'edr" I,.' 1 . e1[1s

~,-~~

aiso, therefore, recommen ed setting' up of
pilot museums in five selected vill(lges in
.each State especiall}' in ommunitJi Deve-
10pmcntAreasc '

Under thc scheme of est blishi[lg a chain
of children:s muscums in Cominunity
Development areas, the Governm~nt of
Rajasthan. havc taken ste s for starting a
children's' Museum at. anganer.i.' This
muscum will display am 19 othcr Ithings,
a comprehcl1siveand repr sentativel collec-
tion of toys; wondct'ful pi mages of birds,
localpl<:il1ts and h'erbs; ob 'cctsof folk and
childrcn's art; pictures, dcls and charts.
explaining scientific and geographical.
phei1omena, pictures of aces' of archco-
logical,' historical and reli ious importance'
and pictures, portraits I' statuettes of

. .- . - -I.
eminent personages,. pa t and presei1t;
besides containing a colo dul acquarium.
and. a womlerful planetari un.
SELECTION OF EXHffiITS i

Till recently, the' main acti ity of mrtseum,;
was' preservation. and co lection. of rare
pieces of art, architccture, . anuscripits', .etc.
........ :c.. .. I

"CHILDREN LEAHN more readily and easily by
seeing and doing things than by hearing or
reading about them" This educational
maxim discovered as a result of years of
study and research in educational and child
psychology is being increasingly applied, in
devising various methods for the educatiOn
and upbringing of children. No. single
system can fulfil all the requirements of a
particular set' of conditions. There' are'
certain medias which can be co'mmonly
applied to instruct children by the method
of seeii1g andior doing. Nluseum activity'
undoubtedly constitutes one such medium"
according to the modern theories of. educa-

lion. In Europe and' the' u:s.A., . the'
dctivity directed' towards establishing
children's museum has registered: much
progress ,,,ithin' recent tirnes.' Children's
rnuseums, .therefore; are today cOnsidered
as integral part Of education. Whereas it
is the business.of the school to foster the
desire to' know ,it.is :the' lmsin'e'ss orothe'
museurnand:'the llbraty to affo'rd adequate
opportunity for satisfaction of that desire ..:
The Expert Museum Survey Committee has
--------------- '. -.'

Shri K. L. Baraya. is Deputy Development Commissioner Rajasthan



Only~ some learned academicians ahd emergence of.a butte~rty frOll1the Cocoon-a
scholars 0sed these museUms for research stagewise development of these \vonaerful
ami stud/ But this institution has experi- insects, would be really exciting to w~tchI . '". . ...
enced great changes in outlook and approach from day to day.. If we go a stage further.
within th~ last few years. .Museums arc in this lively st()ry, we can know how silk
now considered as 'an' integral part of' is spun by small insects like these,
education Jar the masses. An average village 'child has better pradi-
In setting up a Children's Museum, it is .cal knowledge of how the food we eat is
better to :start with an humble' but good produced. However, he does not know
beginning I while collecting exliibits imd scientifically ~:the real .food values-
.articles. ~The articles displayed. in the vitaminic, calorific.and others. Fruits, vege-
museum should produce a feeling of joy in tables. cereals and other products' should
a child's mind and, at the same time, put be displayed with their relative food values .

. him on' wky to intellectural self-education. Better spcimcns .produced' elsewhere and
The locatibn of the museum is of primary comparatively. higher yields of other' places
importanc~. Enthusiasts can make a small should also be shown. These' will not only
beginning :even in a school room. Children be of interest but a source of inspiration as

, can collect varieties of feathers which the well. Improved agricultural methods' of
village viCinity 'abounds in, . A picture or various pla'ces, diseases of plants, ..andhow
a toy .mad~l af the respective bird with its th~e same cauld be cambated, and a lat. af
few. smalll and big' feathers, maunted an useful knawledge far improving aur craps
card:baard, and duly labelled, will. be a and yield .cauld also.be partrayed ..
saurce af interest. '. The birds and insects, Man first discavered haw to. till' the sail
heipfur or Iharmful to. agriculture, could be 'many thousands afyeai,s aga.' The. first
classified and, if displayed with shattnates, mechanical farm implemerit was prabably
will be vety'instructive. . a plaugh which remained unchanged far

.~Natl:i're affers an inexhaustible store ,af many centuries. Then came the steel share
beautiful c~eatians in the cauntryside. All and caultel' baard, and the harrow became
af -us..havel seen nests of birds" and ha:e a heavy steel frame-wark. Naw we have
wandered haw ingeniausly they are made. tractars. .1nthe.~ same way' the reaping
Hm,'" wonderful wauld the feather callec- machine .has replaced .the sickle, the
tioh~laak if the nests are also. gradually threshing of cam is dane mechanically
callected ahd artistically displayed. instea'd af with a flail. The cambined har-
A cauple 6f bee-hives, if exhibiting space vester does several things at a time. Small
allaws, w.ili also be interesting for children'madels and 'pictures, af' the abavewauld,

.ta~watch ~nd wonder haw the bees live i.a therefare, ,be' interesting and. helpfuL:
c.ommunit)j life as we do.. A hive is ;,a Similarly 'ilTigatian.methods have under-
colany witp saldiers; faad-gatherers, bread . gone 'a vit'al change. Madels af big dams in
makers, undertakers, and a hast af ather aur country will oe iliteresting exhibits' to.
warkers.' A.ll are busy and laziness is t;n- show )vhat is. being. dane to. attai.n self-,. ,

knawn to. them. There are campartments sufficiency is faad and generate pawer far
far differel~t purposes and everything is manifald uses.
V~I'y clevehy arranged. Battles of haney The values af medicinal herbs, roats etc.,
and ,ather 'praducts .can also. be shawn as gr()",ing ir{iprafusion near the villages were
adjuncts .ta the hives.' .;' .v~-"ywell kna\vn to.aur gnmd-mathers, who.

. Insects, m6ths and butterflies are plimt:i~. us'ed them as curatives. These shauld be
fully availtible in the' 6auntryside and .the callected, classified, pressed '. scientifically
wanderfur {,a'rietiesaf calaurs displayed by and.exhibited.alang with descriptions abaut
them wiil I be' a great attractian. The their mediCinal 'properties. .Leaves 'af

•
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ll'ees can also be collected and, pre':
skeletonised 'so that .only the' fibres

'.\: -<;., ..•••_~

•
ctiffei.enl

, ferably,
remain.
There.is scientific .law underlying every 'natural
phenomenon.' But owing to familiarity •. we do
not interpret them iI?- terfI?s of science. The
main aim of the Children's Museum is to answer
in pop\11ar style, the everyday querries of 'Whys'
and 'Whats' in the language (}f" science. The
museum would thus stimulate the study of
science and help in removing superstitious
beliefs. Evolution of the means of transport
by land, water 3I.19air can also be shown by
m~an:s of pictures or models.
There are simple toys based on laws of science,
like the Vasudev" Cup' illustrating the principle
')f" the' syphon, ,and ~ita attracted to ~ama by
magnetic force and turning away her face from
. Ravana. Balancing toys, gravitation toys,
energy, friction and pressure. toys" educational
games, evolutionary models and su'ch things will
make the museum re~l1y a place of attractio'n
for children_ who love nothing better than toys,
A 'pictorial map of the village and its environs
with roads and other approaches, marking there-
on the' school, well, river or pond and public
places, and also. showing the fields, etc., can
usefully be put ,near th.e entrance; In' ~he com.
pound, if any; a Sun Dial, specially prepared and
placed at a low level, with the longitude! lati-

. tude and altitude of the village, and the direction
compass marked on it, will g~ve the childTen an
idea about the .measurem.ent .of time: A wind.
van on the top, of the building showing the
changin:g direction of wind; a thermometer near
-'the entrance telling the temperature, and a raih-
gauge in the compound area, will co~plete the
first essentials of local geographical infonnat!on.
Dolls are pleasing to look at and play with.
Female and male, dolls showing features and
costumes, of people from differ~ht parts of India.
standing on map pedestals of their respective
St~tes, will give the children an idea about the
inhabitants of our country. Pictures of archi,.
tectural buildings like'. the Taj Mahal, Kirti
Stambha, Somnath, Kutub Minar; Gopuram of
. South Indian Temples, ViCtoria Memorial, Par-
. liament House; Suvarna Mandir, Nalanda and-
Sarnatt and - reproduCtions from Ajanta, Ellora
etc. can be placed according -to space aCCommo-
dation. But all these things cannot be accom-
modated in one .museum. They should; there-

. fore, b~ distributed i"n ~ifferent museums of the
area and interchanged 'periodically.
Pictures of persons ~ho have played important
roles in, the history of India should also be col-
'leeted. Clay or plaster busts.of.-Valmiki, Tulsi-

. l - _.,.

das. Surdas, Tukarain, Chaitan~ra Dev, Swami

Hamd3::> Narsl Mehta',. NaLiak, Kabir'l Shankal'-
acharya', and 'other saints; fpratap, Shivaji and
otller: patriot~"; Buddha, Mah v~r, ~a?atm.,. a Gan.dhi
and . other preachers f peace; patnots
who made. sacrifices . for the motherland; and
.other -famous men and wo en can aiso be dis-
played _ The list Should also in~lude ,local
figures.. i :.
Postal stamp collection ha become;a very' in.
teresting hobby these days, specially \Yith young-
sters. The colours and (Jesigns of ~tamps and
the method by which thJy are printed, water
marked, and.p. erforatea, aifprovi~e en.:ough s.cope
for study. These stamps tan be arranged eIther
chronologically or countrYliwise or according to

. ' ,Isubjects represented on them.
The urge to collect andj(tr create is' as old' as

- hum"anity. A permanent! collection 'of esseTJ.~i~l
is necessary in a mUSeUnjl,but even the exhIbI-
tion of objects of a t~ansik~nt natu::e ~roves very
instructive. CollectIOn of vanous types of
lables, shells, pebbles,. coi s, seals ~nd medals,
photographs, paintings, ~nitted articles, bead
work and other things. should be encouraged as
hobbies. These collectio'n can thenlbe display-
ed. in the museum. J '

, An ac-quarium with mulL-coloured fish wili not
be ve,-y expensive to mai .tain. . Thils.will prov~ .
to be a fascinating coIlec'ion. Varieties of. shells
from the vast sea-coast of India d.n be easily
obtained, and can be very decora.tive, if arranged
properly. . . I
A planetarium is a m niature replica of the
heavens showing the sola system and important
stars and., constellations ~~n. ~heir reilat~ve posi-
tions. It would be fas matmg for chIldren to
sit under the canopy of !the planet.a'rium watch-
ing the twinkling stars nd feeling transported
into a world of make-b~lieve. A iplanetarium.
would, consequently, a.f.d consid~rably to the
charms of a children's museum.
In setting up a childret.s museum,! we have to
cater to the needs of the child in, a maI)ner
\vhlch excites curiosity n'd stiinul~t~s in~e~est
This will require meticvlous care and C1.rcum~
spect-ion in the selection' and arrangement of
objects. What has beenl writte'n a~ove is by 11\)

means exhaustive. . EVffry museu~ will have to
draw. upon local resour7es and enyironmen~ to
make it instructive educative and attractIve .
. The ,museum should' nottbe overcro;.vded with all
sorts of jumble. On the contrary,' stress should
be laid on educative V~lue and pr.oper arrangC'~
ment and display of th exhibits r~ther than o~
?"lumber. . The descriptive notes should also be'
such' as may be easily I' (ad and grasped by child-
ren. Over simplification should ~lso be avoid-
ed. and something musll be left for the exercise
and play of imagination r
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CHILDREN -CANNO,T
I - - _ '

RAJAIHMAL P. DEVADAS

WAIT'
•

wrecks. due to lack of understanding and
harmony'in their homes. At the same time,
there are evidences of children from poor
parents,. blossoming forth' as we]] developecl
-p~ersonalities. The reason for this difference
-,seems to be not in the abundance or lack
'of material things, but in the amount of love
and -sympat.hy"children. had -received during
their childhood. Therefore, parents and
other nilat.ives must see that children are
brought up cheerfully without conflicts.
The siages of development in children
should be understood and recognised so t.hat.
children are treated as gro"'ing individuals_
and. not just. like "babies". They have their
own worlds and individualities. They grow
all the time. _The demands of the dynamic
growth ,must .be met through suitable
adjustments in the environment, food, cloth-
ing, eec. In the midst of abundant health,
loVe, security and understanding, the
i}otentialities of childl'enwill flower ir;to
8dult-hood: .
In belping children grow up, fulfilment of
the ei11otional needs of young child reI). need
si)eclnl attent.ion. What.ever- the child says
or docs has a 'meaning, portraying his per-
sonaiit.y, hisstrivings, his needs, his difficul-
t.ies and his unfulfilled longings. Parents
must understand them and make it possible
for him to grow. In the home, childI-en
should get adequate food, clothing, shelter,
play' thillgs and other accessories for
.physical growth.- Love, sympathy, con-
sideration and feeling of achievement and
security a-re neded for emotional health.
Parents should provide a happy home for
their children by their harmonious living_
Through positive direction, understanding,
guidance and firmness they should impm I
the best cultural, moral and religious train-
ing.
The first -essential of home training is inde.
pendence. Give. the child freedom. to
explore.: and discover. Give him things

'['HE G1WWTH and development of children
I

depend upon, what happens to them during
the early years of child-hood. Formation of
habits, character, attitudes,~in short, the
personality, is. determined by the experi-
ences of the lfirst years of life. Of all the
factors in the environment which affect the
personality of children, "Home' is the most
.potent one. ,
What is meJnt by a 'Home'? It is not.
merely the waIls, rooms and roof of a house, -
but a combiliation of many material and
human factod-attitudes, sentiments, ,reali- -
ties and int.erhctions of feelings, and affec-
tions. The I family-parents, brothers,
sisters, relativ~s and friends-is the -essen-
tial factor ih Ithe 'home.' Children learn
their first lessons in human values such as,
affection, co-operation, tolerance, giving and
taking, honesty and dependability in the
'home.' i"
The infant cqmes - into the world in a
physically helpless condition, like a little
doll. Graduallif he discovers,. learns and
acquii~es lTI3ny: abilities. Be cries, laughs,
-touches thilrgs"i crawls, sits. up, kicks 'and
thes to reach' distances. He' recognises
people and slow]y expresses a will power ot _
bis O\V~1. He insists on carrying out his
ideas.' He learns to differentiate_ bet.ween
'niine' and. 'thirie'; and between ;yes' and.,
'no.' . As he reayhes the age of two to t.hree
years, his- concepts, expressions and likes'
create .in .him ~, consciousness of his in-
dividuality. I

Unclerstanding the developmental stages of
- children and pr,oviding maximum -oppor-
tunities for their ,gi'owth through an atmos-
l)here of security, and ~ffedion, food, doth-
ing, .shelterand; education are important
responsibilities in bringing up children. To
develop confidence and character in chiJ.-
dren, low economic standards need not .be
barriers. There are, instances where chi!:"
dren from. well-to:-do families have become, -

lV..rs. Rajammal P. Devadasis Chief Home Economist, Directorate of Extension- and Training"
Ministry of Food an.n Agriculture.



<h,woekin 'h, ho~,. t g','og "",,om
to do things for themselves, ,they, become
self-reliant:, and experieu ce a' feeling of
success ,and,also add to ,tI,e efficiency of the
home. The members of he famil.lj. should
treat the children as an ir dividual and give
'him his due responsibilities, rights and
privileges. He is an imp:ortant mehlber of
the family. Give him a~ction and atten-
tion. Answer his quest ons thoughtfully.
Keep your promises to im. Praise' him
when he has accomplishe something.
Enjoy your child as h~ is. Comparison
,with your neighbour's chlildren and asking
him, to be like others willimake himl deviate
from the normal and strifle growth.
Every child needs a hom~ and evety home
needs a child., Children~are the future of'
our nation. They give m neW.inSig,his and
appreciations. They tak us to heavenly
heights of innocence. L.t us give' them a
happy and healthy envirorJmimt in the home, .
to grow and develop as forthy citizens.

"PROBLEM CH/~D". i
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which he can touch, pile and' even break,
Let him feed himself at meal time. Let
him talk and walk as he likes" All. the
needs of infants are immediate and there-
fore should be attended to at,once. The chil-
, dren cannot wait. They cannot postpone.
The second goal in home training is security,
Security will lead to maturity and growth.
Love, attention, interest, praise, and assur-
ance foster security. The child must 'be
assured of the appreciation of his parents.'
,If he is afraid because of the constant re-
, marks, of reproach from parents 'he will feel
that he has lost the parent's love and if
that happens all incentive to be 'good, w;
be lost.
Discipline is another factor in home train-
ing. If friendliness and consideration pre-
'vail in the home, they furnish the proper
setting t.o the child. for accepting respon.
sibilities. Constructive discipline should
aim at gaining' the child's' co-operation.
While emphasizing discipline, \ve must help
the child to see that weare really concerned
about his welfare and happiness.' Regu-
larity in the daily routine, in eating, sleep-
ing, bathing and playing is the first lesson'
in learnii1g self direCtion and discipline.
This will lead to proper habit formation
w hic'h is another goal of home training.
Children 'imitate adults in the home and
imbibe their habits. Therefore, "dults
should set proper eX(lmples, '
The child's early feeding experiences lay the
foundations for his health .. Parents must .
understand how they' can make children,
. enjoy their food,' and also, allow them to
enjoy eating. They should 'not press chil-
ell-ento eat what they do not like. Methods
of, stin1Ulating the children's appetite and
removing the distractions from food should
be carefully employed. Meal times should
he pleasant arid comfortabie.
Parents also should help' children 'to form
sound. health habits of elimination, bowel
.movements, sleep and exercise. Regularity
in work and play habits, strengthens the
emotional stability of children.
r:hildren must be allowed to co~operate with

•



Our Programme For
B.N.1lI0llANTY

Children
THE VILLAGE school is the institution
through which the benefits of the Govern-
ment schemes are channelized. The village
school teacher is discomended. He Is in.
terested in securing other means to aug-
ment his poor salary. He is contended to
maintain on the rolls, enough names to
justify the sanction of his post. The poor
in the villages, specially those of the low
income group do not spare their children
from the family struggle to earn. These,
to any layman, appear to be some of the
most important factors which keep away
the children from the school. What is the

number of children who join the village
school but drop out before the end
of the term and how many of them go
higher up? If an observation is made
it may be found that once in several years
a boy or two from a village school go up
to higher schools or colleges. These are
unpleasant truths. The result is that a
large section of our children in the villages
are left out, completely untouched by any
welfare programme either of Government
or of any private organisation. This
appears to me to be a field of immense
possibilities and promise, and the C.D. an"
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.multi.frontal contact with villagers, is most through the school' teaeher.. Vety few of
suited to work in it. ~'.7",,""",..'" the:,many;.-who are not! in the sChool, do
Efforts h~ve been made in the mocks all actually participate. 'I' " :
over the country in this direction. Inter- At.tempts should;' therrfore, be made to
est of parents have,been roused to aomite brmg under the progranf~me,as large num-
.substantially for new schools; children' ber of'1:liildrenoutside ,he school as possi-
sports have been organised; hundreds' of ble, along with, those wl:i

l
are in the schools.

, children's parks have been set up; attention b) The programmes should' have a clear
has been focussed on child health and such and definite objective. It should not be
:'"'others,but these efforts have' bee~ sporadic, just occasional distribu ion of s\veets or
;disjointed and . u'nplanned: As' a result, prizes., It may be :
these.fade 'a~vaysoon, leaving just a bit of i), to gently foster in the childrJn a feel-
pleasant memory for the villager. It may , ing that they belong to a fraternft)' or an
be true to saythat a seasonal spurt of actio o:ganisatio..n which c1,ltsthr,;mghIthebar-
vities, .preceeding Jhe Children's Day has ners of ea,te and commpmty, an~ goes be-
been all that many Blocks have achieved yond the limits of the yillage. 'I'hey 'may
in a year. Hardly any such effort has been be. persuaded to ' obser\le simple rules of
organisational or broadbased on any. sug- conduct, behaviour a"d above, all, feel
, gestion that this 'w!ll continue. At places proud of that. '
there has. been reluctance. on the part of ii), to make them learn good ways,-habits
people who otherwise show no lack of fine and manners and speech; and the:approacr,
expressions calling for building up the fu- should be reCreational. ' ! ' -
ture of the children; to spend on such iii)- to make ,the time of the, 'children a
programmes. .little,more pleasant and lively than at pre-
For some time,' I was assoCiatedwith an sent, through games, 'sollgs, dances, rallies,
attempt to set up an organisatio;;of rural exchange of visits and sjUchcitherk.'
children in the villages of a Project area.' c) The prograri'une slhould. be f entirely
It had an uniform pattern and a .common; sponsored by the parents and theB,lock may
programme, and special.efforts'were made' help. The, start need every' .carefully
to draw out interest of the parents. Thou- made'. A few progressi e parents or some
sands of children in scores of villages jOinea enthusiastic youngmen ay be persuaded
and 'there ,were lots or' activities. But the' to initiate. 'The village. chcol teacher may
attempts were practicillly lost in the rush be suitably drawn in Every. occasion
of work during the closing days of the Pro- should be led by a pro ninent villager in
jecti'period, and has died out almost c'om. rotation. The "officialdctor" should be in
pletely in the post-intensive stage. It wao the background ready tl1 help where the
rather unfortunate. Any such attempt villagers'. efforts sag. 'H will be ideal if
needs to have sUPP9rt for a sufficiently some village women als join hands. '
.long time in order that it strikes roots and The organisation should be built lup ,~ith
subsists on itself. ' such deep and str~,n,g, ;ots that pnce the
Th Government prop IS re oved it dm stand, ere were, however, interesting experi-

don its own, with the ch ldren's love for itences, an based on these,' it maybe of
interest to suggest an approach towards this and the interest of the !,)arentsas, the two
problem. supports.

d) There should be an uniform organis?-
a) It has often been found th~t most of bon and programme pattern for •all the
the children , particip'ating 'ill most pro. ,:illage~ of the Block. 1.sort of :competi-
grammes in the B1ock,:aret~~se enrolled in tIve spmt can be generdted between one
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villager anel the other and this will lJewheri 'the, :misfbrtu(le pa~sesovei. ," It
possible' if Rallys of". children from a isal\Vays apleasarit function.,.with' chilo
numl:1erof villages are 'planned. dren prancing about' iIi joy. Almost
e) The programme, should"be continuous,' every faniily ,'spends something once
It should not end,with occassional outbursts ,every year or, in two ',years" on' such
of rejoicing. It ,should not have too rna' functions. This can ,be further, exploited
items to start' with. An idea which does for the children's' organisation in the
not impress, the 'pare~ts, must not be im. village,' Similarly there is a function
posed.' ' .... known as 'Sasthi Puja' 'which is a.nEmriual
f) It:',:ill be. very helpful, if some exclu- function for mothers to worship a' goddess
sive premises are available for the' children .[01' the well.being' of their' children:, The

mothers like to' feed their 'children with,to assemble! The. 13Choolpremises, ""hen' ,
Classesare riot held, or during holidays will sweets on, the day. It \Vill be immensely
suit admidbly. The village recreation interesting, if all the mothers of the village

I " gather at a place, and feed all the childrencentre can 'lIsa be used for the purpose, '
This can be one of the several activities and and that way, also feed the membel's ,of the
multi.purpo~e uses "ofthese common village ~'illage children organisation. It ,yill be a
institutions. ; solemn' occasion which may be combined

with special functions for the children andg) The villa,ge school teacher may be per' .interest of mothers may, be roused. There
suaded to take the lead, and the aCtivities' may be many more such occasions all over
may be in the school premises as stated
above. 'This may have 'the ,effect in creat- the country.
ing greater interest among parents as well j) A small token or a distinctive insignia
as in attracting more students to it. will be unifying and an attractive factor.
h) Attempts may be made to weave the Imagine a poor child feeling proud of his
organisation; into the,pattern of community 'badge, showing it around pinned to his
!ifeof the ~illage., A study of the village shir't, ahd proclaiming his allegiance to ,an
!ife and way~ of a villager in any part of the ' organisation before another child who is not
country. will reveal how there are many a member. Such tokens may involve some
interesting festivals, ceremonies aIld social cost but these are very_significant for the
functions hahded down through ag,es,which children.,-

, I
more or less relate to the well being of Of all the, functions the most impressing is
children. These ,can be developed and perhaps the Children's Rally which brings
taken up,as:the nu'cleus, to the advantage together chiidren from remote' villages to
of the childr~n's organisation .ofthe village., a place at common interest. As things are
For example, in the villages of Orissa pea. at present, even an adult from a village has
pie perform' what they call 'Bal-Lila' or a very little chance o~knowing another adult
function to feed children with sweets. from another distant village unless they are
It has a religious' fer'Cour. If there related or ,have common business transac-"
is some ,misfortune, in the fainily, or tions. Far less are the chances ofa child of
somebody falls sick, the head of the family a village to know th()~eof others. A rally
or the parents take a vow to feed the children can alone bring them to'gether.

,:.:.~

..Our. Idea of effective speech Is to hurt another.-Vinobaji.
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'\Vhere it is easy to buy or to get animal milk
such as cow's milk; and e sy to preRare and
give it safely;to thebab:

t
, the inability of

the 'mother to provideel'ltirely for the baby's
needs presents 'no great I'roblem. . But III
,m.any countries an.imal nrlilk is difficult to
get, t90 expensIve to buy or not ttadltlOn-

.
allYuse.d: Oftenth"re is 1/10suitable way to
store it, and the lack of copking utensils and
clean: water makes' it dilficult toprepare
m.ilk..'VhiChcan safely bejiVen. to the young
baby, In these; conditions an ,irisufficient
.quantity of breast niilk' ,an bea tragedy.
.In s()meparts of the.worIJ, the tr;agedy may
,spring from changes in Jhe quality of, the
breast milk, due to the lkind of food the
'mOther eats during tier pr [,gnancy arid lacta-
tinn, ' . .

. .

.In rice-eating countries tl,ere :is fr~quently
it preference for highly-l 'lled 'rice. This

,

Be!?~~WE!~:¥'L~B~rrt,
THE MOTHER-TO-BEmust choose her food several IIlOnths'after birth'. Its sur~ival and
wisely so that her child may have a healthy healthy growth depend oA

I
the quantity and

, start in lik But that is hot the end of the quality of the breast r:-ilk which the mother
inatter, Wrong food habits--:Cwhichexist in can 'provIde, and thIs III turn depends large-
all countries and are hard to change--c-can iy on the quantity and qjlUalityoLthe food
endanger the h'ealth of the growing child. the mother eats. ,If the mother does not get
All young things, plants" animals and child- enough: of certain.kindsof food-the protein
. ren, need special care in their early days., foods"":,,,herbreast milk kods to diminish in
,Just as the young plant needs a soil contain- quantity, though the qua ity , may remain
irig a mixture of different, substances III g()od.
certain proportions and protection from
various hazards, so the 'child depends for its Mothers Milk
survival and growth on the'. quality and
quantity, of food it receives from the first
momimt 'of life, and on .its protection froni
harm during its tender years.
Nutritionally a child is at least nine months
:old when it is born, and we have to begin
thinking about its nourishment and the
prevention' of malnutrition long before its
birth. The unborn child draws,its nourish-
'ment from the mother's body, which has the
ability to convert the food the, mother eats,
into food suitable for the baby. Moreover,
;during the last months of its life inside the
'mother's:body, the child builds'up a.store of
,speCially-valuable substances in its own body
to see 'if through the first few months of
infancy.
In many parts of the world the infant con-
tinues to depend almost entirely' on the
moiher's 'body ,fbI' its nourishment. for
-- '----------_._----
.Dr 'Burgess 1s"Ghlef 'of the Nutrition 'Section and Dr Bieim,mis Chler' of th
,Maternal and Child HeaJ.th Section of the World Health, Organization: '
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I .rice keeps. petter than the under'milled valuable foods are at hand but are not eaten
variety, but Iduring the milling process it for various reasons.
loses a valu~ble food factor-vitamin B-lo These "foodsmay be .avoided because of
Where the people. eat large quantities of beliefs handed down from generation to
highly-polished rice, and little else except generation that they are har!:I1fulin certain
perhaps a little dri~.d .fish and vegetables, drcumstan'ces or responsible for causing
the deficien~ydisease, beriberi, occurs fre~ disease. (Many, for example, are rejected
quently. The disease sometimes shows it- because it is believed that they affect sexual
self only in!.vague feelings of ill-health potency.)
which give no hint of the real danger. But
then, sudderl.ly,an apparently healthy infam It may be considered that certain foods are
being nurs~d by an apparently healthy suitable only for certain groups of people--

. old men, children, priests, soldiers, or pre.g-
mother ma)l'become gravely ill with infan-

I
'nant "'omen AI' for certal'n occasions, that

tile beriberi, due to changes. in the breast " ~
milk caused by the mother's vitamin-defi. they cannot be combined, or taken in
cient diet. sequence,with other foods: They may have

.a spe.cial significance in relation to the pre-
Similarly, when the diet of the pregnant or
nursing mother does not contain enough of vailing religion, or .theymay be considered,
the foods which provide, either directly or for no explicit reason, as merely disgusting.
.indirectly, another vitamin (vitamin A) for' Whatever reason for this avoidance it is
the body's use, the baby may be born with always part and parcel of the whole fabric
an insufficient store and then be fed on of beliefs and everydajr life of the peoplp
breast milK deficient in this necessary vita- concerned, and gives rise to habits which
min. This: deprivation affects the child's will therefore not be lightly relinquished or
eyes.and, if severe and prolonged, may 'changed in isolation from other aspects of
result in blindness. It is thOughtthat about living.

. six cases in ten of the blindness found in Unfortunately, a great mimy of those beliefs
.Ceylon.and South India. are due to this affect the pregnant .01' nursing mother, to
cause. The prevention of a certain kind of whom many especially valuable foods are
anaemia (",suckling-anaemia") also depends .expresslyforbidden. The task of improving
largely on the quality of the mother's diet. the nutritional health of the mother by en-
Breast milk normally contains little of the couraging her to make more use of the
iron which!is necessary to prevent this type foods at her door, is, therefore, not an.easy
of anaemi<l,so ;1 is particularly' important one. Success will depend not only on the
that the child should be able to build up an' mother's willingness of the neighbours and
adequate store before birth, and this it can. friends whose approval she values to replace
not do if the mother is poorly nourished. It traditional by scientific knowledge'. •
seems obVIOUSthen that any effort to en- In all parts of the world,practicalmeasures -
sure that the infant and young child will be ale being taken to encourage people to make
well fed, and therefore capable of healthy more use of. the foods available locally or
growth mrtst be directed first to establishing .easily grown in their own fields or gardens.. ,and. maintaining the nutritional health of' Better quality seeds, better agricultural me-
the mothet. . . thods to improve the familiar crops, plans'
There are!two main reasons why mothers, for drainage' or 'irrigation of the. land and
and people in general, suffer from malnu- better husbandry of animals are slowly be-
trition. I~ several regions there is an ab- ing introduced, and dairy farming expanded
solute lack of the necessary foodstufis-due \\iherever possible. 'The fact that it is pos-
to climati~ or economic and social condi- sible tQfeed.the child by feeding the mother
tions. In someparts of the world, however, is.a tremendousasset-in the attempt to solve

•

L
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•••• one of the most widespread nutritional prob-
lems affecting child health' today.
In many parts of the worid and particularly
in tropical countries, . breast-led children
grow well for the first six Ihonths of.life.and
then begin to show sigris of a slowing down
of growth and a failure to gain weight. This
tendency iilcreas~~,,;ith weaning and may
result in various degrees of ill-health and
finally in the .severe illness known "as.
kwashiorkor,

Unsafe Wafer
.Prob'ablythreecfourths of the world's popu-
lation, it has been said, drink unsafe water,
dispose of human excreta carelessly, prepare
milk and food dangerously, are .constantly
exposed to insect and rodent enemies and
live in unfit dwellings. Under -such cir-
-cumstancesthe child is constantl)'exposed to
the danger of various kinds of food poison-

. ing, caUSingdiarrllOea and vomiting and a
further loss of precious nutrients.
In addition, nearly every child carries its
load of intestinal parasites, which grow and
multiply at the expense of the child's nutri.
tion. Some parasites (for instance, the
round worm) set up a vicious circle where-
by the worms thrive more actively when the
child is severely malnourished and decrease
in numbers and strength when the child's
nutrition improves. Others; namely the
hookworm, create a constant drain on the
child's scarce reserves of protein and iron
by attaching themselves to the intestinal
wall and feeding on the child's blood.
It is evident then, that safe water to drink
and use, the disposal of excreta so that the
ground on which the child plays or the river
in which he bathes are free from the danger
of parasites, and clean habits in the prepara-
tion and eating of .food are also urgently
necessary to protect and improve the nutri-
tion of most of the world's children,
It seems, in fact, that thel'e are very few
aspects of living which do .'not have some
influence on the nutritional health of the
child.. In many countries children suffer
from rickets, due partly to the la9k o~foods

W,,;' "" "l. <h,"eel,y "i6••i", b,,'
mainly to the fact thatl the other sOUl:ces,
the action of the sun all the skin,' is limited
in several ways. l . .
Babies and young child 'en, even in tropical
countries, may sometin es be deprived .of
sunshine because ofthel seculsion of women
in crowded urban conditions, sometimes be.
cause the houses are built on higli stilts and
the child cannot crawl in and out of the
sunshine at will, sometimes because a fai"
skin in valued as a Si~Lnof beauty, somec

times because the. child is 'carried:about all
day on the mother's bac ,completely coverc
ed Wit.hlh.e carrying Cl~oth,and OC9•.asionally

. because of the constant shade of the forest
in which they live. Th se hazards to child
health are closely boun up with the whole
way of a people. On th'e other hand, there
are some conditions which are beyond the
control of the individual. In some f1reas,the
lack of an essential SUb~ance in the sailor
wat.er Cal.1produ,s:edisea. e or disab.ility in a
whole population, inclu ing the children.
Here the solution of the problem lies not so
much in. indi.vidualChanie. or aCti6.•n, but in
measures introduced at state or national
level to replace the mis 'ng nutrient. This
is being done to prevel t endemic goitre
(due to lack of iodine i]o1the soil)' in some
regions and to control diental decay by the
fluoridation of the dome kwater supply in
others.
There is ho easy road t Detter liealth for
the children through better nutrition.
Parents throughout the Norld need help to
break the vicious circle of malnutrition-
disease-poverty and. ~till h10re severe
malnutrition. . '
Research workers can purs"'e the- scientific facts
on which sound action ca be based. Govern
ment authorities. can do their part to~facilitate
the development and bJ.tter use. of local
resources. I
But unless each individual n the COffiptunitr is
prepared to accept -the adv.enture of neW ideas
and new ways little can 'be accomplished. All

I Iover the world, however, p~ople are setting out
on that advent)..lre, and proo-ress Is being rna.de
more rapidly than ever be.fbre in man's history.

,

, .

KURUKSHETR~: November 14 203



LULLABIES OF INDIA
,

KARNATAK
c. K. TIRUMALESH

THROUGH .UL~AB~ morals and ethics are taught;
stories and fables told; long :ife and prosperity
bestowed, and health and heroism forecast;
what more could one wish for from a. mother?
Her dreams and hopes are depicted in the 'cradle
songs as' she rocks the. cradle:day in an.d day out,
putling the baby to sleep each night. - While
young and old I alike en] oy the tUDes and heart-
rending pathos, grandmother would like to offer
corrections in the wording and tune of the

. cradle-songs. None of us w:mld have missed the
sweet melodious :ullabies as a child, though very
few of us might remember or recolle'ct them. Yet
to those of us' who can remember the sweet
strains ringlng: in our ears, they bring memories
that soothe and lull us for many a long day.
The sublect-matter of these lu:labies varies ac-
cording to the faith of the mother. A Hindu
mother' "for example. sings of the childish pranks
of, the eternal" child, Krishna, or Kumara, or
Gartapathi. .These songs usually portray and
ViVl~IY. narrate the .sccial customs, fe~tivals and

ceremonies which form part of the religious life
of the household.
Discriminatory treatment or quarrels among
sisters and sisters-in-law, brothers and brother-
in-law often become the. theme of these lu:labies.
Almost every aspect of daID,=stic and social life
finds a place in these idyllic home:y songs. They
imprint in the heart of every member of the
family a sound knowledge of our customs and
t.raditians and show us the right path in life.
The first lessons taught in the cradle wi:! cer-.
tainly stand the children in good stead in their
.later years .

"Oh! baby, why are you crying?
You have everything you desire.
Here;s the fresh milk of four she-buffaloes.
You have it whenever you ask. for."

This song illustrates the catt:e wealth and
prosperity of our villages in days gone by.
"Oh! my baby, you. are not in the habit of

c,,:,yingor worrying me.
You never .insist on being carried about on the

waist. or shoutdeT8. .
As such I don't m.i1id.even if. I have ten children

having your goodness and' behaviour."

~Ji
'ri

Shrl C. K. Tfrumale.sh is
~toadcasting.

Allstt. Editor lKannada), Ministry at Information and
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;'.¥O~h~;~'p~~~e:.:indJ6y 1?:a~e'nO.bO'Unii.1 whe~: t~~..'~t~~~Nodoubt, brothe-r is our mC!f:fi' ~ ~ :: ~ ,'~'

~' ,]ulls--herchi:ct with love -and deep affEction. She but the'sister.in-law is n tOUTS. .• ",c,.

:a~t.ri!J~te~'_~?-h.-lpvab1e..qua:ities ;to: her offspring She. can't understand OUT hU7,ger 'OT thiT1st:'. -"'.,.
."az;td._.wish~sev~ry happiness' and 'prcsp~Hty' io' ,i~H6me is" heaven faT a' marT~ed woman ' ~
him. - .l,'I.-: " - . though she has eVeTYthh~g in her ~phTentl. • I.
He~ Wishes do'.~ot e'nd ther'e. Sh~' wailfs he~.son ,-hou.se:' f •

to be a: great perso,n.,' 'She hcpes_:her s'on \;VOU~d These songs point to the subtL play and~in~er-
be.a king hi the~perform3nce of.hi's dut.ies; a lord play- of'innerm3st domestic relations that rule
in justice; a gem of."'a 'man .in :speech and a the famIly life of our village. fdlk~ I
prophet to the. worfd:" , , .. :. '..".:. '.Though' the' male child is con'sidered very 'lm-
~r~s:.Iming:her' child may b'e affected, by the evil partimt in a family, the fema\le chi:d ali!.ohas
eye, she weaves three circ~~s);,;)und her baby's. its .due place in cerEmonies ..... J.,. ,
hea'd holding chillies; sa:t, and_ sesuin seeds in "With'out a daughter, the 'Shr,Lddha cer~mony
her 'hapd. and throws them' into .fheJire, th~:reby becomes frui-tIess,"though the ~.;on_offers 'Rinda'

,consigning to thellre' all eVii influerices: {"hich ',(ball of rice) to his dead father," says one l'Of, the
might'hav.e:harm=d hini. 'Thj's' cusfcim~isin voO"ue lul:abies. - _
even- today in-niany pa~tsLGf.SQuth India. ",0. ,"Oh Cre~~r! ' '.' f
.Poor' mother' is'''very' bus'y 'with her h:Jusehold 'Don~t wither~ .
dutie's".receiving guests, 'serving' food 'and" s:J 'on. . ---Don'tlose you ,colour or cha , ,

--She' has' no' tim~ even.' to thfpk~ of her pretty Spring up with tenqe.r .leaves {.n "t1Vin~.
child] . Provide shade OV~Tmy bab Js p~ayground."

'. , ' " ' . I 1
"When can the mother remembier her child? The above lines reveal .the syt bolic expression
She Temembiets whenever .$he e,ats ,and wears of co-operation and 'joint' action -prevailing in

clean clothes after bath.' 01'. '.fetches. -flowers our villages from'.tlm,e immemo#aL. : I ' .
from her .kitchen-'garden:" ULet us con~o~ our'siSter~s chlU,dr.e}l..,,",-_.~>~."'::..

It is not unnatural for a mother to have gr"eater., Let us bring' them up by' provip,ing at l~~t ~
affectfon,for her first born ..1f ~he .child. is' botn salt and rice.. . .>. • •• I,.. :
a few years after wedlock, it becomes the very Oh ~hildTe:n( you: .alr~aIl.Jire. ~ your '. Own
embodiment of .the love of the. COuple!, mothers sister/'
- ''OJ all kinds africe,' One's heartfelt fe~li~gs toward:; others' children

the doddara is lovely. in the family and the help and sympathy ~hown
OJ all kinds' of paddies, .,!, to the poor, the' orphaned or th distressedl make

Kalame'is most, beautiful 'these Ju:Iabies vibrant with life and reality.
Among the star.s~ Mother's .love finds exquisite expre'ssion' in a

Anuradh~ is very attr~ctive. ' riuni~e~ of lullabies. Here is a typical one.
O! an the child,ren, «Oh my baby! 'smiIe~smile;

the eldest son is the most lovable." I .will.kiss you on YOUrrosy c:he.eks.
Inseparable relationship and never,-'ending love w:Jien I sing a lullaby,
among .the chilqr'en'.born. to"3. mother are en- You clap your tiny hands,
shrined in the fo:lcw'ilig.song:---: ,I Let me' :close .your twinkling ye
tlSaries could. be,mb'wed'und' worn. .Do you try "to catch my curls?
A lost wife could be replaced. I will carry you
o child! how could you get your 'own brothe.r;:>' on my bre~8t~

and sisters once you- have lost them ?" I don't like you crying.
A woman hav~ng'a m'ale' child is lov.ed by her You are my flesh
parents because she is' like 'go:d that'shines by and blood.
itself, like 'a white lotus in a ~ake, like a, parrot ' Oh my lovely child!
in 'a' -fruit-laden tree. . You are, the fTtfitiof my lov,e,
The similes and feelings expressed. in these You 'are the wealth of my life

. lul~abies ate elemental 'and therefore universal; What is the "liseof having
they find expression in highest literatures the ' money and jewels?
world over. I will never be satisfied
"Birds lo~g for' their."nests Even if I kiss you, till eternity ~~
Crops sown wait eag.erly for rain, Generally,' these songs pass fircm mothkr to
Children long JOT.their mother. .daughter, from sister to sister a1ndfrom mbther-
Similarly, we desire' to be with .ou~ own in-:aw to daughter-in-law. S6 far very few of

brothers and sisteTS!~ them have seen the light of da;S; c Some johrnaJs
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I ' ' "
and prlodicals occasionally publish sUch1ullabies.
There ate numerous songs still unpublished.
A veritable treasu~e of 'th'em Is avallable 'with
. women ili rem'rite _villages of atlr "Country. If a
Systematic collection IS made by t~pe-recording
or taking,them down on the spot; ltwl1l'provlde
veri'riehl"material 'for a socio':'cultural- history of
India in keneral. Besides, this will'certainly en-
,rich anY Imodern literature. This hidden wealth
should be unearthed and' used for the benefit of
the peopie.
Revival 6f lullabies and the practice' of singing
- them acc'urately with'the 'proper tunes should-ber - . .
encouraged i~evei'y hOlJ.sehold. A free.'tendering
of them lin 'the different languages of I!1dia is
sure to furLher strengthen the essential cultural
unity of ;rndia. .

I
I

I
I

PUNJAB
,PRAN NATH SETJ!:

THELULLABIESof Punjab though a hatch-patch
of musical words retiect the' -cliar'aCter of the
sturdy p:eople of the. larid. .They reveal a
mother's' expectations of. her child. These
expectations though trivial, show the' affec-
tion of the mother for the child, She wants him
to drinkl plenty of milk, grow into a handsome
healthy young man .and wed a beautiful girl! It
Is very ditficu1t to "port-ary the real meaning of a
rustic' lr:llaby 'Which can be better enjoyed by
its musidal strain and amusin'g content than its
real meaning. -
In the If?llOWing" lullaby,_. mother wants her
little son to drink a jug. of milk and let no one
see him Idoing so. Lullaby. In Punjabl Is called
Lori. I

Loram Lori.
Dudh Katori.
Lokan tun chari.
Pee l~i Way "Nikia.

Lullaby' b, Lullaby
A jug of milk,
. Drink, thy child, dIink
-Let no cine see you!

,Here is another lullaby' where amother'W\,.l1\s'
her child to take plenty of b'uffalo's milk, ,Iil
this lul1abj' the words oon;: oon are there .only
to please the child and to create a sound effect .

Bo! Bol Ni Nindan, Di ,Panye.
, Kake Da V iah Kiddan Kariye.

Don, O'on, Don .
Kanak di Rate te Majh ha Dodh
Raje do Putran di Waddi WaddL Budh,
Don, Oon, Don ... ,.. .

Speak, 0 Fairy of Sleep, Speak
When should' this boy be married,
Oon~ Oon, Don .. " ...
Speak, 0 Mother Sleep, Speak,
What do the King's' sons eat?
Oon, Oon, Oon .. , ...
'Bread of Wheat and milk of Buffalo
King"s son acquire great wisdom thereby
Oon, Gon, .0011 .
Punjabis are primarily agricultural people.
't:hus many a lullaby co:q.tain the description
of what a Punjabi 'peasant wants to do. For
ins~atice.

UUar BuUar':""Bawe da
Baba- Kanak Liawega .
Baba Kanak Nun Chatte ga
Kaka Khir Khir Hasse" ga

UIlar Bullar, 0, Grandpa.
Grandpa brings wheat,
He will winnow. the corn,
My sonnie will laugh heartily!

TRIPURA
SAKTIPADA CHAKRAVARTY

CRADDLE-SONG .is a part of the folk-songs of .the
Tripurls, Here the mother lulls her child placing
in.a bamboo-made craddle with the singing of
a rythmic sweet song. There is no hard 'and
fast rule as to choice of the subject. matter of
such songs. The advent of a tiger-the hunting
squad of the village-the' description of the
peculiar bamboo-made trap for catching wild
animals-the nght of a youngman with a tiger to
save the lives 'of the innocent villagers, etc.,' are.
. taken up as common subjects. Even th~ ordi-
nary creepers and. s1.lrubsaround .the court-yard

• 1

206 , KURUK8BETRA: 'November 14
• :' •• ' -t- ••

,
I



Autumn Rose

• are not forgotten. Aboveall one must be charm-
ed to hear the beautiful words of a mother ex-
peet1ng the arrival of a youngman. Here We
find a spark of the flow of the universal love
permeating in the hearts of human beings. No
in"mateshear the pathetic agony of such mothers
except the sleeping child. Followingis a transla-
tioh of such a craddle-song collected recently
from Jlf.ania Block area.

"Look! who has entered the vlllage,
Rush up and shoot him at once.
Oh! he is just crossing the outskirts,

. To have an unending glance with me
With whcm I played, danced and dined.
Oh my good villagers,
Send immediately the receivers
To r:eceive this noble fighter
Who has crossed hills and dale
To have -an unending' glance with me.
With whom I played, danced and dined,
Oh my comrades can't you recognise,
My lover has come in disguise
With that same complexion and golden shoes
To give you all the last thrash
And to have an. unending glance with -me
With whom] played, danced and dined."

The smiling rose
Rose in .the spring,
With a wealth of petals,
Red in their 'bloom.

" ...~.

HINDI'
J. P. GO~L

Lul~abies, . everywhere, .are . addressed to the
sweetest and the most delicate human sentiment
-"-the .child. Indian lullabies emerge from a
predominantly agriculturai. society and hence
are closely wedded to Na:t:ure.Like other Iridian
languages, Hindi -is also rich in lullabies. In
the one given below the mother invokes sleep
to come and lull her restless child to rest.

~.Co~e thou! 6 my child's -sweet sl~ep,c~m'e!'
And lull her to rest.
,Alight swiftly from above, from the- sta~s
And settle lightly on her' brows

:-Arid' . th'en, cast around her your net (If

.strangest dreams.
.Come thou! O' my chUd's sweet sleep,

come ,.
Gather together and thread them all
,AU'the pearls of tears she shed
And call around all the fairies from the

w.onderland
Come thou! 0 my child's sweet sleep,

come!
And lull her to rest.

Flower flowed 'from f10WEi, , "',
To fade, fall, or rise, ,], '
It was the high tide of loom, ,
Till the scorch of the su mer stopped it.

Stopped it, scorched it, '\ ' ' '
And the parched earth,panted
Through t,he long day a"ld the endless

_ aftern90n,
Till one day the skies gjthered; :

Burst and poured their bad deluge
Of monsoonish plethora,
In wild detumescence,
Obliterating trace and memory.

And out of this Plentitud1e,
Has sprung an auttimli r'ase;
Like the woman one love arid lost,
Clinging to the soul.

Jagannathan. ., . .
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FROM"'A WAYFARER'S DJARY

.•..

•
,

, On the debit side I would, list only two
factors fromwhi,ch all else follow :-
(l)' Our failure to create institutions at

village and B:o~k.levels ~uch,as can, tak~
over the initiative from Government.

(2) Our failure to oflerdignity to technical
exceIltmce. .. .

FIVE-YEARS OF PILGRIMAGE

On the 2nd October, ,we, completed five
years of -pilgrimagewith the first-set of pro-
jects ,\.hieh 'we 'started' as the pilot in the
year 1952. 'I am not in'a position to sum up
compera1Jively' all our successes and
failures but I would like to attempt a broad
generalisation. It is good' even as an
exerdse. The credit ,side'may be listed !Is
follows:- '
(1) The' forgotten .vill~g~r has come In to

t.he focus. ".
(2) He has sh~d -hi~- fe~r of the erstwhile

coercieve apparatus of. Government. .
,(3) He h~s shown that he can be prcgressive

in outloOk.__b€yonq Our expectations if he
"can'" be convinced of the soundness of
~he p~cposition offere_d.

. (4) He has given proo'f that he can combine
with others in an effort to "live and let
live" if he is not misguided by reaction-
aries, and desi~ing self-seekers.

(5) The Government apparatus has also
. shown' that -it has' a_ soul, and the soul
can manifest itself if the clima.te Is there.

(6)' A new army of iiberation is already in
the making. '

(7-) The abortiveness ot- unco-ordinated effort
has been- proven 'beyond doubts.

(8) There has been expansion in the facili-
ties for training in all spheres.

WEHAVE:had the first Seminar of the year a graduate in Agriculture, Animal Hus-,
at Sri~agh. This was followedimmediately' 'bandry and allied subjects are comparable
by the Conference of Ministers for,Agricul- to those enjoyed by his ,counterpats in other'
ture and :alliedsubjects. 'The recommenda- fields s'uch as medicine, engineeiing,and ad-
tions of the Seminar, therefOl~e;'found full ministration. Ho\y 90 we expect to <;Irawin
play in the deliberations during the Minis- the best talents of the country for technic~l
tel's' Conference. These recommendations development 'unless ,,'e appreciate the merit
necessarily were '-integrated with the ap- of technical services in the development of
proved ail-India policy, and our Seminar ac- our'resources?,
cordinglY grew'from the regional to the
national ,level. I had the opportunity of
participating in the Seminar 'as also the

,

Ministers' Cqnference. I came back con-
vinced tI1atthe problems of agriculture were
more a mattetoforganisation than of know-
ledge or ,finance. ', .
'Our tec~nical officer'sfrom States, are as
,good as we can'discover, in, this ,country.
India haS to be devei6ped by Indians. -We
cannot 'make wholesale - importation or
workers Ifrom ab"road. r am also"sure"that
by and large foreign ,technicians, except for
some high Jevel specialists, will be no better
than the..techniCians we nave in6ur midst.
I found it heartening to see that our Direc-
'tors of Agriculture; ,of Animar Husbandry
apd other'Technical Officerswere as keen as
we are to play their role in national recons-
tructiom If they are not being ableto make
their m~rk iei's>because we hav'e not 'suc~'
ceeded'ih securing for them the administra-,
tive and financial powers which, for ins-
tance, we provided. for the Deveiopment

I. 'Commissioners and other officers along the
line. There is also the inadequacy of super-
visory staff. Besides, there is an absence of
recognition 'of:technical excellence. is it
therefore ail)'.won<:iEir that in these circums~
cribed Iconditions, 'oUr technical officers
remain ;ine~tricably tied down to the pre-
paration of reports, plans and programmes

I' " ,on paper which are being called for by all
andsurl.dry? c":' " ", ' ,

I •... . .
We then come to'the next important'ques-
';tion-whether 'the emoluments we offer to

, '



"Three wise men of Hlndostan"

ment as also through their en-
rolment in A.C.C. and N.C.C.
etc. The privilege, however, was
exclusiv'e~y available to school
going children and great need
was felt for extending similar
opportunities to non-school go-
ing children also with a view to
fostering in them team-spirit
and a sense of esoteric well-
being.
Organisations like Balkanji Bari
and Kishore Dal started being
popular in this state for the last
five years and their branches
were opened at various places
all over the state. Till recently,
however, their activities were

WHAT'S ON
BIHAR

WITH THE growing emphasis on
chi~d welfare the movement in
this direction assumed sufficient
importance in this State during
the past few years. Quite a
number of organisations devot-
ed to the education and welfare
of children sprang up. Some of
these organisations are on. all
India pattern while others have
only local affiliation. .

School chi1dren have had some
opportunities of receiving train-
ing in discipline; self-help etc.
'through their participation in
the Scouts and Guides mave-

IN r-rHE STA'TES
I .

concentrated more or less in cer-
tain tawAs like Patna, Muzaffar-
pur, BharalPur. Gaya etc. These
organisations had some interest-
ing ~nd useful programme of
works arjlongst children includ-
ing Phys~l(calculture, t.raining in
good rnLnners and social wel-
fare ,,:orlt.
8erne of the important organisa-
tions do ng child welfare work
in the S1ate are the following:-

(1) Ba':kanji Bari.
(2) Kihhore Dal.
(3) Suprid Sangh:
(4) Stnte Welfare Board.
(5) Tatun Dal.
(6) Karamshill Kishore. Kul.
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Some imporlarit delails concefl1-
.lng thes~ 'm!gai1isatioris and
their activities are summarised
belOW,

. awards c,,"lllleate.. At present, 1'AltuN bAtS AND tHE
the Kendra has a membership of KARAMSHILL KlSHORE KUL
abo.ut 50 children. Boys and These organisations are on, the

, girls,within the age of 5 to I4 basis of the 4-H Clubs ol.Ame-
'THE BIHAR STATE BALKANJI yea,s only are . eligible for ad- rica, Each Tarun Dal has four

BARI. mission to Bal Kala Kendra. sections namely, Yuvak Dal,

The office.of this organisation The Bal Bidya Bhawan has ac- Mahila DaI, Bal Dal and Kauya
was opened in the year 1951 to quired about 2000 books so far Dal, the last two being children's
regulate and contr.ol its units in which are particularly useful for sections. Children witb:

in
the

Bihar. At present 42 affiiiated children. Besides, library the age of 7 to 13 years are enroaed
units are "funct'ioning throughout Bal Bidya Bhawan has' also an in the Bal Dal and Kauya Dal.
Bihar specially in rural areas organised reading room and Children are. given-- e:ementarJ
and they a,re'l engaged in 'all . museum attached to it. training in selected crafts which
round d:::lvelopment of, children The Child Guidance Clinic and .may at a later stage be ~aken up
through physical cu:ture and. Information Centre has been . as an avocation in life. They
other. recreational activities. providing m~dical facilities to are a:so engaged in Group acti •

. Three 'of its branches, namely delinquent children. vities with a view to developIng
lhe Bal Kala Kendra, Bal Bidya InSHORE DAL 'in them a sen.se of leadership
Bhawan and ,the Child Guidance The Kish:ore Dal which is an all and also with a view tq bringing
Clinic and Informatl'on Centre home to them the advantages ofIndian Organisation has its .
Whl'cll al"e atta' ched to l'ts head- corporate life._ branches all over Bihar. This
quarters at Kadamkuan, Patna organisation has been giving The Karamshill Kishcre Kul ~.s
have be.en doing particu:arly trainin~ in physical cu:ture as a simi:ar organisation' with th~
useful work amongst chi:dren. well as in discipline .and self- same aims and objects as a:so
The State Gcvernment have reliance to. its members. The the same programme of works
recognised .the' Balkanji Barl as organisation has its' branches in 'amongst children. So t'ar, the
an educattonai institution and almost all the towns of Bihar as total nUD:lber of such qrganisa-
t.he local bodies have been also in quite a number of impor- tions in .the' State is about
directed to help them as 'far as tant vil:ages. Government h:;l.Ve 30) with membership of about
possible. Government have ~:so been sanctioning casual grants 3000 children. The movement is
.been giving casual grants .to to' the various institutions run gaining strength and with, the

. seme of the 'bra,nches of this' by this .organis.ation. -passage of time it is likely to
organisation f~om time to time. cover the whole state. Each
Efforts have also been made to SUIIRID 'SANGH member of the Club.is entrusted
take the children " out on All This is a ,very old lnsti.tution with a particu:ar project suited
India tours .. In 1533 ;Some of . which had been started as a to hislher inclinations and is
them went and one of their literary society .but whose acti- being helped by the technical
live's desires was fulfil:ed when vities have ccnsiderably expand- staff of the Block to acquire the
they met the Prime Minister. ed during the recent years. ThE! necessary know-hoW in regard
The same year- in June 50 chil- Suhrid Bangh ha,s. at present a to the same. It has ..not, how-
dren were taken on an educa- speCial section for children. where ever, been possible to .organise
tional tour. to Kashmir.In 1955 a training in fine arts. like music, these Clubs .on an uniform
similar trip: was taken to. dance and .drama 'are given pattern and the flags and em-.
Bombay. Ne~t year they were .Children are also encouraged to blems adopted by . these Clubs
taken. to Agr~~. participate in liter.ary a~tivities. vary from area to area.
The Bal Kalal Kendr~ has been" STATE SOCIAL'WELFARE The scheme has been quite suc-

,providing opportunities to child- .' '. BOARD' cessfu: at certain places. A-nine
ren to develop their artistic lI'he st"ale 'Sociai' Welfare year boy In village Ormanjhl
talent by utilising the~r leisure Board have opened .about 15., Block..has b~en able to raise 2
hours and thereby to promote .. Ba.l Baris at variou's 'ce'nt~es in- "Ii)aun,ds of honey in one year.by
Indian culture. Lesson in ins- the"St'ate. The total number of 'keeping four 'b~e hives:
trumental music, dances,' pain~- children attending .. these Bal :Besides the "abovei'.few, .";"other
ings, . modelling crafts, seW- Baris varies from 20 to 35 each. organisations 'have don,e :appre-
ing, embroide.rY' and leather Kindergarten 'courses and train-. clable' work amongst chiClren.
works are being given to .mem- ing in discipline and ,every day They are the following:-,-
be~s on payment of monthly' cour:t.sey are prOVided by these (1), Sishu Bhawan, .Patna.
tutlon fee 'of Rs, 3 and a month- centres" The Gram Sewikas look (2). Sishu Sadan, Patna,
Iy fee of Re,: 1. The Kendra to the running . of these Bal (3)"Nawyuvak Bal.Kendra.
holds .its ~xaminations and Baris. Bhagalpur.
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ganised a 'youth movement call-
ed Bratachari, whose. object, was
to stimulate the y,outh in.',self-
help and mutual co-operation.

"Bratachari . adopted ,'folk son'gs
! and folk dances.,of Bengal and
..rhariy" rl'eW''songs were c()rii~6sed
by the leader to. attract the
youth, The Bratachari mov€-
inel~.t r.ecelved 'official patronage
and wa.s introduced. in many
'edu,cational institutions through-
out the province. It could not
however draw forth the young
men of Bengal and' could not
obviously. assume the character
of a national movement. It' is
how~ver still continuing but
mostly' as an aid to - drill and
exercise.

Sorrie non-official children's or-
ganisations on provincial level
v.~ere set up during the last 20-
~years. Two of them, the Mani- '
mela Kendra and the Sab-peye#
chir-asar, are open to children
upto 16. These two organisa-
tions are' run by the crganisers
of the Children's Corner of two
Bengali dailies. 'Young mem-
bers form local centres under
the. guidance' of a local 'young'
man. They have regular clubs

, where they do their daily diills
and. exercise; they also form
small libraries. They receive
no financial grant from the State
or the central oTganisation. They
arrange annu~l excursions and
gather 'at a place, every year.
,This movement is however con-
fined mostly to scho~l children
in urban 'and semi-urban areas.
This has not touched the rural
children nor is it related to any
concerted effort at, changing the
rural life of Bengal.

Rabindranah Tagore had :l

movement organised for children
and a Bratidal was formed at
Sreeniketan-his centre for rural
upliftrrient work. Bratidals
were formed in villages with
.local youth and dhildren. . This
Bratidal movement has not how-
ever expanded i beyond 'the
neig-hbouring 'villages of' Sree-
niketan. At Santiniketan school

children have a' Sevablbhag. The
school children of Patha-Bha'van,

. -S.antinik!=!:tanraise . contribu~iot}s
< ;;lnd cone,ct old clothes for' dis-
:'tributiont among the pOOl.';"p'e~-
pIe in tl"! neighbou~ing villages.
They a~s ,visit the, villages 're-
gularly every month. This
.forms a part of their. less~n'
which th y c~n usefully employ
in their 1 tel' liyes.
All thes . movements are .how.,.
.ever isol ted from the main' so-
- cial c~rr nt;. In any movement
for socia change the. children
have 'a1s.0 a rC?leto play. In 'fact,
without fheir conscious partici-
.pat.ion th~ social movement can
hardly !:ucceed. iNeither in
sanitatiOl nor in education the
leaders c n ignore the role of
children.. No programme in
these sp res can fully succeed
unless -th 'children volunteer to
take so e,',responsIbility. A
healthy children's: movement
cannot g ow on spoon-feeding.
It must develop'l with, local
talent~ a d resources. It must
also be'Ii, ked up WIth' the acti-
vit.ies of r,he .elders., For this
purpose t e Viest Bengal Gov-
ernment introduced a scheme
for organisati.on .of youth in
Block ar:,bs into Bratidals. The
objective :behind th~: scheme is
to build p ,the. health and cha-
ra~ter of the rural ,youth, to in-
culcate a sense of discipline in
them an d' to inspire them to
take up Community Welfare
activities. So far- 40 Bratidals
have beer~ set up ,in different
blocks un er this 5cheme~
In some of the C.D, blotks,
municiPalitie.s were .for.med by
the boys nd the villages were
kept clea . Young literate boys
used flasl cards to explain the
need for utritive food to the.
ladies. hey also " helped in
growing kitchen gardens. At
present n orga.nisation with
farmers' oys is being .set up on
the ali-India pattern. .
To step Jp agricultural PrOdU.C-
tion in Ule country it was fur-
ther deCided to associate the

. ~' ,.",' .

IN WEST BENGAL a number
of chi:dren's organisations have
been functioning for some years.
The students' movement in West
Bengal is perhaps the oldest in
India.' In the twenties of this
'c~ntury. a Benita] civilian or-

WEST. BENGAL

(4) Bal Blkas Ashram, Muza-
ffarpur.

(5) Bal Blkas Public School,
PatnaCity ....

(6) Bal Pustkalaya', Aun,nga" ,
bad.

.Of the above the Hitaishl
Pustakalaya in Patna City has
organised a Museum for putting
on. show articles made by child-
ren wilh their own hands .. The
Museum though nqt very ri~ll
-now promises to have a great
future. The Bal Pustkalaya at
Aurangabad has attached to it
an Aklthara and a dramatic 80-"
ciE;ty also run by children.
As has been said above quite a
number of these organisations
have been given grants by the
Government. A statement is,
.enclosed showing the names of
these institutions, average num-
ber of boys and girls who are
associated \vith them and Gov-
ernment grants made avai1ab~e
to them respectively. Some of
these institutions .impart edu-
cation to children after the Mon-
tessary system. Some of them
also give training in music, darice
and drama. A few of these ins-
titution~ impart specialised
training in home crafts also like
spinning, weaving and Newar
making.

•
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State Government planned to
combine the Feeding Scheme
with a scheme for rendering'
First Aid and health services to
the village school children in the
schools. Both these schemes,
together, aimed at making a
determined bid to tackle the
Child Health Problems in the
villages, which, in fact, are quite
formidable, but so far the
Health Scheme has not come
through. lfNICEF have been
requeste'Ci,to use their good
offices to persuade .. WHO &
UNESCO to, sponsor this Health
Scheme, 'as a' v'ery .special" pase.
Both these Schemes are hoped
to be extremely popular, as the
villagets can be quickly. im-
pressed witp . visua! benefits in
the health of their children. .At
a later stage, people may,
volunteer to finance the scheme
by contributing their mite .
Recently a party of UNICEF
representatives went round to
see some of the schools in which
chP.dren are getting' milk. Th;ey
were 'extremely happy to see not
only the children but their
parents, very much excited over
this scheme and strIving ,their.
best to make it a success. At one

'villages wih. agiicu~tural a~tivi-
ties. For this purpose it was
decided 10' set up the Young
Farme'rs' Association. The
Young Farmers' Association has
its bases in th~ villages with 24
to 30 farmers' hays ,forming onc
unit. . These i units have an

ioffice at a Thana which is co-
terminous with an 'N... E. S.
Block. '. So far 40 'unft~ have
been 'ope~~d i~ differe?'t, Block

. areas. and 8 Thana offices. The
Young. Farmer~' Associatic;m has
adopted a programme for train-
ing the farmers' boys in the
villages. The' programme ,will

. be for a month and.'will.includc
'public' ~ealth 1 and sapitation;

social education and co-opera-
_tion besides agriculture. A de-

l- cision' has beerl. taken to 'open
: six such training centres at

M~mlari (Btirdwan), Fulia
(Nadia), Jalpatgoori, Kalimpong
.(Darjeeling). Sreeniketa:q ,and

'.Tamluk (Midnapur).
I

. . I '. ...
ORISSA

IT IS \vell kndwn that in most
.•..•. " .1.. .'

.Of ,our village' homes, the child
'-'does'~not. get' 'milk. unless his
cpa:rents' 'can afford to 'maintaip
.cows. Organised>private dairies,
-from which milk supplies can. be
'purchasect,- and rani. The "Milk-
-men clas.s" wliich used to .tei1d
'cattle and produce milk and
butter in bulk' for supply to .the
'village' com~uhity, is atso fast
disappearing.
The -Government of Orissa are
'operating a scheme which aims
at providing:: some "llUtritive
supplements" to the food of the

I
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~illage .child; in ,the shape of In the 2nd Phase, ',the :target is
milk, mid-day .meal and butter . to cover all the children (5
oiL 10 14 years), in all the schoolS,
The first phase 01 this scheme is through9ut the state. The pro-
to operate for six months. which'. gramme will be drawn up, based
has already begun, .The Blocks on the experiences obtained
in the State have been divided during operation of the 1st
into 3 classes, on the basis of phase. This will operate, after
educational advancement, nUffi- every Block completes six
ber of schools, accessibility, months of first phase of distribu-
density of popullition and other tions.
geographical and physical fac- Villagers, and their representa-
tors, It has been decided that
during the first Phase, the tive Gram Panchayats have been

brought fully into the scheme.
.scheme.w~uld have a fixed cover,. They have to contribute in the
age of children. For example in a
Class 'A' Block 2,000 Children,.in shape of rice, vegetables, sugar,
a Class 'B' Block'i,500 Children fuel, pots and pans required for
and in a Class 'C' Block 500 the preparation of liquid milk

.and mid-day meaL A competitiveChildren will. be cf)vered' with
.the benefits of the scheme. Ac- spirit is introduced by declaring

ord' t tho h 128500 that preference will be given toc mg 0 lSsceme"
children will be benefited in 104 schools in the Panchayats, where
Blocks. the Panchayat agrees to spon-

sor the scheme with necessary
The scheme applies to children contribution.
of the age-group 5 to 14 years .
At the rate' of lI, oz. of milk
pOWder; per day, per child, the
requirements of the Blocks have
been worked, ,and it has also
been decided that in 5 days of
fl week the children will be fed.
The S£ate Government pays
the freIght and transport charges'
of the milk received. The B.D.O.
sees to the quick distribution of
the stocks to the schools. select-
ed for the purpose. Milk-
powder barrels. are carried t.o
t;he remotest villages, and at
places .across, difficult terrains,
fields, hills, where there are no

loads. For 0l1:e Block it was
~etually transported on. the back
.of Bullocks acro~s .hills to dis-
tant schoo~s. The impetus comes
'from 'the' 'desire .to, reach the
chilg in the most distant village
with this benefit.
The total quantity indented for
.first 6 'months is 12,70,00011,8.
The entire 'field -agency of de
partmel1ts like, Health', Educa-
tiq.n an'c:i'Gram Panchayat have
beel) mobilis'ed -to supervise' an.d
operate the scheme; hand in
'hand' with 'the: Biock personnel.
All possible measures have ibeen
thought of to 'pr.event abuse of
the free. supplies of milk-powder.

.' or '.",< ~!~1E.:"'i
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place, the villagers "have arrang-
ed to send two young men dany
to help the vlllage school teach-
er in preparing and distributing
the milk .. Some villagers also go
to watch and supervise. In an-
other village the Gram Pancha-
yat appears to be extremely
cautious, not to issu~ more than
a days consumption of milk.
powder to the -village school
teacher. The vlllage school
teacher complained of his diffi_
culty.in walking a mile or twoto
get the. daily supply. This
-interest' of the villagers was
,most encoura~g.

The state Government hav€
decided to extend the scheme to
,72 new Blocks which are pro-
posed to be opened next year,
But a policy to go slow has been
decided upon. Instead of in.
creasing the coverage of clfiidren
it is decided to stIck to the same
basis as in the first group of
Blocks, and watch the result~.
Even at this limited basis ~he
total requirement woul~ be to a
tune of about 38 lakhs for the
ycar 1958. It will be sufficient
to give.n 03 'of milk-powder
daily. for 5 days in a week, t9 as
many as 2,37,500 children.

BOMBAY
To ASSOCIATE the village children
with development activities right
from their childhood and to en-
able them to imbibe' the neces-
sary qualities 'of a good citizen.,
under the auspices 'of this Train:-

..rng Centre-curn Development
project 'Hal Shetkari Samaj' were

. 'I '.
organised .in 1953 in .some of the
villages of' the Sindewahi C.D.
BlOCk. As a restiltPf aSem1nar
held in 1955. at this TraIning
Centre this institution of chil-
dren was -renamed'i'as Bal Vikas
MandaI. 1
Children of the ageigroup 8 to 14
years are "dmitted in the Bal
Vikas MandaI and there are not
more than 20 members in each
Bal Vikas' Mandal. The members
elect their own priesident and
Secretary. All dkcisions are
taken by majority of votes. They
meet as often as is necessary.
To help them undertake their
activities a Village' Leader, . the
Village Teacher auld 'the Gram
Sewak are associa tied with the
.activities of each Bal Vikas Man-
daI. In this Block so fai' 36 such
Bal Vikas Mandals have been
organised and all of these have
.been working succ~ssfUlly.

. I
Each Bai Vikas Mandai has to
undertake two types o.f activities
viz. 1. Com'munity Projects and
2. Individual Projects. Both the
community and individual pro-
jects are always baked on recom-
mendations pertairting to im-
proved practices: In the Com-
munity p'rojects are included cul-
tivation of paddy by the Japa-
nese method of paddy cultiva.,.
tion etc. For thiS: some of the
enlightened vi1lag~rs give their
land to the Bal Vikas Mandai
without charging any rent. Even
the improved .seed, fertilizers
etc. are suppiied by the villagers
.and those heavy operations e.g.
puddling of the field etc. which
cannot be undertaken by the
members of tlie Bal Vikas Man-
daIs are done by the villagers, in
the presence of the boys. other
operations e.g. growing of nur-
.series, transplantd.tHm. working
of the 'Touchi Gurmas', weeding
etc. are don'e by the boys thern- .
se~ves under the guidance of the
village. leader -and the Gram
Sewak. The p~oduce belongs to
. .. I' "

the Bal Vik"s Mandai and the
value of the same: is utilised by
them in the' manner they deem
fit, .on the advice of the Village

" ' .. '. '." .'. . .' ~{,.... " . ." .-", "
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Leader. Some of the 'Bal Vikas
Mandals ~ave invested their
paddy produce in the Village
Grain Ban~s.

The Indiviclual Projects include
rearing of .cr.ttle, poultry, kitchen
garden, flo,;~er garden; prepara-
tion of mo~1e~s,spinning etc. The
members OIJ the Bal Vikas .Man-
dal at LONKHER1 have prepared
their clothds out of .the yarn
spun by t*m. Some of. them
have rearetil improved' birds and
many of th&m have mO:de beauti-. I. . . . .
ful ornamejltal gardens. Cultural
activities c~nstitute an important
item of this programme. Some
of them1ve organised their
own 'Kala pathaks" (Cultural
squads). e Bal Vikas Manda1
at GEW A earned. Rs. 721" by
staging a qrama. .

On impor~ant occasions the
members.o the Bal Vikas Man-
'dals take art in the comunity
programm organised by vil~
lagers. T ey have been taking

constructio . 9f soak;pits. com~
post pits. te. .once .iin : a'-year
Zonal ralli s of these; Bel Vikas
MandaI.s a.~re.or.ganised.'un.de.r..the
auspices of the Communify peve-
lopment" B oc~, Sindewahi.. In
each rali 8 to 10. Bal'Yikas
Mandals' i.ijin.~ T~..e. ~ost. vi.ll,age.
makes arr:lngements 'for their
lodging. anCl .hoarding. An ex~
hibition Of*he exhibit's pr.epared
by the embers of various
Ba1 Vika. Mandals is also
arranged it .the 'tin}e of each
rally. Sports and" cultural acti~
vities are Also arranged. At the
time of th rally a. small seminar
is also art anged so that the
membersc n discuss how,best to
make an mprovement In their
working: n the concludin:-gday
each Bal 'ikas MandaI through
its secret ry presents a report
,of .their a tivities 'during -the
year. Th Bal Vikas. Mandais
who are j~dged to ha;'~ d9ne ex-
cel~e~~WO~'kdur.ing t.h~'preyious
year are g ven useful prizes. 'The
most ouf tanding thing about
these raliies is that ali events
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Including speeches are managed
by the: children ; village

I 'leaders 'and the Block staff are, , '

there only to give.guidance.

These Bal Vikas Mandals are,
self-sufficient I institutions. and, '

practically no' monetary he~p has
been given to them from the
Block funds. ,In order that their
activities may: be sustained with-
.out any financial assistance from"
outside we have not been en-
couraging anr monetary aid
from the Bl09k funds. Of late,
'howev~r, there have beel~'press-
ing demands from these Mandals
for help in the form of equip-
ments to ena~le them to 1m.
prove their skills. It has, now,

'therefore, 'been decided that
those Bal Vikas Mandals which
have do~e V~~yuseful _work in
other fields should , . be. given
equipments and necessary mate-

o ~ '. i .
rials fot 'Newar making", "Spin-
ning', '-Chal~-sitick'.makin~f etc.

Our ..immediad~ .target 'is to have. ,
Bal Vikas Mandals for all vile
lages havfng ~ population of 500
and above and atleast 4 Bal
Vikas .Mandals in each Gram
~evak's circle. I: We have so far
been. able to , organise 36 Bal
Vikas Mandalk and' we' hope to
reach the target i~ th.e' next' few
months.

Our experience of these' Bal
Vikas Mandals has shown that
there is a definite change fat the

I
better in the ~attitude'l of those

I
childrel} who join the Bal Vikas
Mandals .. ,The~e children are al-
ready getting interested with the
aims and ObjJcts and the' acti-
,vities of the Community Deve-
lopment programme, and, there-
fore, it is exp'eCted that when

• ' 1 •
,they attain ")anhood they wlll,
prove themselves better citizens.

2J4

KERALA
THE CONSCIOUSuse 'of recreat16ll
in educating. the mind of the
child is a n'ew experiment which
the Co~munity Development
Programme is attempting. As
the final purpose of the pro-
gramme is to create a new

-pattern of village life, the signi-
ficance of shaping the life and
thought of the child in accept-
ing the new.way of life is'more
and more realised.
There are more than 207 So-
cieties and clubs for c'hildren
which are utilising the free time
of children to educate, them in
the prin9iples of community life
through play and action and
other -activities' -highly coloured
with an element of recreation.
These societies are 'kpown - by
different names in the various
Blocks, such as Bala Sanghams.
Bala Samajams. BalaT Sabha,
Children's Club etc. They are
mostly attached to the Women's
Clubs. A few are attached to
Libraries and Reading Rooms.

'Only' a. s~all number ,of them
could claim independent exis ~
tence. Besides these clubs, faci-
Hties for play and games' are
provided for children in' many
of the Community Recreation
Centres: Almost all Blocks have
set up Children's Parks.
The Social 'Education Organisers
in each Block are. the chief.
sponsors of the societies, al-
though, in general,- co-operation
from non-official agencies such
.as Panchayats and voll1ntary
organisations has been _forth-
coming in abundance to ge~
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through the dl.tJerenl prO.
gr,ammes.
Children between the' age 'ot. 4
to 14 are enlisted :in' the'.CIubs:
A' club may cOIlSist of a handful
of. members or many. Thus"in
the' 4 'clubs in Uzha,rodr. a mem-
bership' of .500 is claimed while
in ,ParH there are only 25 meIii-
bers ,per clu.b. .As a rule 'tn the
classes held' for the children, to
teach them songs. dance etc.
membership varies 'widely, say
between eight to ,twenty-five.
In Child Welfare Centres; bat-
ches of 20-25 children are select-
ed and there are Blocks like
Mavelikara where already 5
such batches have already re-
ceived a full course of treatment.
Some of the societies. not all of
them are working well. . Some
have even Radio sets and lond-

'1?peaker arrangements. Consi-
derable efTort is being made to
put all of them on a permanent
footing. In the better worked
societies there will be guardian's
committee to .guide .the children
proper:y. To a very considerable
extent, democratic procedure 'Is
introduced in these centres in
the setting up of standing com-
mittees, and in the election ,of
leaders, deputy leadei's. general
secretaries etc. for the various
leagues and teams of children.
There are 15 such centres in
Muvattupuzha and 32 in Koi-'
puram .. A very large share of
management of these 'centres
are in the hands of women
and it may be mentioned that'
aU, the 15 centres in Mave-
likara are looked after by women.
Great attention is paid to sec
that the children are imparted
a correct ahd exhaustive know-
ledge in the 'rules and codes of
the games and-- sports and all
the allied activities and they are
advised to striCtly' observe these
rules.
Recreational activities of a co-
operative rather than competi-
tive nature is always emphasised~
These include group dancing,
group music, group games and
'drama. Culturalprogra~mes

•
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situation and children lea!'n
the rules and codes of games
and get (,isciplined 'enough to
recognise 1the rig.hts. of othe.!'s..
As the chi d does so, he becomes
an active member of a new
society . nd willingly .obeys
the discip'line of a group. A
readiness ,0 do'things together,

,and form "deftnite habits of
action is liilt up through. the
child's pia Itfe, It helps the
child in eveloping its person-
altty as n Integral part of
society an to make him aware
of his int dependence. He can
thus see bimself as an essential
element iljl personal and com-
munal life\' ,

trained in. garment making,
poultry development or spin-
ning.
Progr;l.mm~s for the. pr9per. care'
and feeding of children point to
another important .. aspect' of
work taken up iil. the Blocks.
Maternity clinics and child wel~
fare centres situated in the
various blocks give free medical
aid and better nourishment to
under-nourished children and
expectant moth'ers. Distribution

.of milk, vitamins and food to
poor' chi:dren is rep"ortcd by
several blocks. A few creches

Children are grouped according are also. functioning where
to age and ,each group is given babies of working class parents
different types' and patt,erus of are looked after during day
work or play most suited to its Hme.
rn~mtal and: physical make-,up. The funds required for carrying
In nursery classes, for instance out, these activities 'are met by.
iEustrated books, picture blocks, the blocks and also by philari.
block building, etc. are pro- thropists, the Panchayats and
vided to give the child a basic 'voluntary organis'ations where-
ccurse in manual and visual ever they exist. Some difficulty
trainin'g. Children above tne' is' experienced in keeping up the
nursery stage and below. the tempo of a'ct,ivity : in' tJ::1e Post
teenage are supp:ied with Intensive Blocks, 'as the funds
skipping . ropes, . snakes and allotted to these I activities. in
ladders, tennicoit' and are the Post Intensive stage Is

" taught folk, dances, songs, etc .. hard:y sufficient. I
Social service leagues are se~ up A few facts e~er~e out. of these A ---:--":.
in schools for boys below four- activities. Firstly an army o~ ' NDHR' A
teen. These leagues attract children are takirig. part in the 1

. widespread interest and dUring.". nation-building .actiyities, such IN ALMOST all,.th.e BIJcks in this
.vacations. children are organised as .cleaning ,canipaigns, road State" you h welfare iand child-
to observe labour weeks: and ..building, etc. It i~'true t.hat the ren's acti ities are r,un by the
conduct social.service camps- in Block offic~a~s\\iith the"co-opera-work is coloured by an element
the .v,.l1acrces. Mass cleaning t.o of 10 al people The So-, .of p:ay'situation for mobilising - 1 n.. .

, compaicrcl1s,renovation of school ' cI"alEducation .'Orcrcalll..sers parti- .the necessary enthusiasm from -
buildings, level:ing up of the boys. The -impact of. excit- cularly he~' the local school tea-
grounds. gardening, road build - lng the social .incentives of . chers in rganising children,'s
ing and renovations indicate . children in achieving results activities. Organisations like
only' a few of the important, , Balanallda .Sanghams and Bala
items of work they carry out in valuable to the community has" Sanghams consistii1g of bOYS.and
thf'ir hectic enthusiasm to tremendous significance in aprogramme which emphasises girls are ~ing formed in many
'participate in national recon- social, change and co-operation. block::!. Tlese SanL.-:lams .are
struction. There are no hard and. th f t democratic organisatipns run by
fo:st rules regarding the nature Even: more significant is ek,ac the childr n. The members of
of work or p:ay, they take up. that in the process. of wor ing the Sangham elect from
Consequently ..great '.diversity is ~~gei~:r' ~n~'da.:~~\:~~~:, .s,~~~; amongst their -members'" 'the

';~:~ei~ f~~~n~0~::~:;~~l~~~~learn 'to subordinate the indiVti- "SmeacnreatgairnYgancdom,f~r,mtteets.~ei~h~~~
dualistic, competitive spirit 0

even among the' various clubs. group ,achievement. Indeed the ,'ren's de ocratic associations
In some Blocks children from importance of group play in the formed in some blocks play a
farmers' clubs.' and. learn the development of the child i.swell- prominent role in the recrea-
improved techniques and prac- recognised.'"" Abnorm'al. egoism, tlonal acti iUes provided by the
Uses in agriculture. Some clubs selfishness".'and shyness. is fr,e- blocks.. '1'1 e other activities of
take to spinning. The !'rlrls are quently. adjusted In. the play the childr n include. sanitation

.1ikefolk dance, drama, etc. are
always encouraged and are
conducted In all the Blocks.
Meethlgs are held and lectures
arid discussions conducted re-
garding indoor and outdoor
games and the significance of
the activities of the club in
general. Competitions in essays,
elocutions, ,etc. are held and
are backed by wide~pread enthu-
siasm. In some cases children's

. literature. is supplied. Balan's
pub:1Cation is the chief sour~e
of childrens' literature.
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drives in 'schooi premises, mock
parliament, laying' kitchen gar-
dens', encouragement of small
savings for obtaining play mate-
rials; study tours and staging
variety shows on. festive occa-
:-ssions and on' days of na tionaI
importance. l

I ...•••

MADHYA
PRADESH

THE PROBLEM! of child:"'welfare
and educatio~ in. Madhya l Pra-
desh became more extensive
on. November; f, 1956 with the
forn,ation of: the new' state,
with wider' ter'ritory and larger
population. A~a result, the 'com-
munity development 'programmes
and projects I of which child-
welfare activities form an inte-
gral part, are being modified,
remodelled rind widened to
attain the objective of an -inte-
grated. deveiopment of mental
and material! resources of vil-
lages of the 'new state, It is
proposed to devlde the new state
'into '104Development Blocks by
the end of the Second Plan
period. At present, there' are
182 development blocks which
cover more than 45 per cent of
the area and serve. more than
one crore population including
children.
An overall attempt _. is being
made today through community
development blocks to meet the

social, educational, intellectual,
cultural and. physical needs Of
the rural children, This is
attempted through schoois, cui-
tural squads, youth clubs,. Vikas
.Mandals and Bal MandaIs. How- .
ever, problems and needs of
different areas and villages differ
widely requiring.'a 'suitable ap-
proach and handling of the
problem -by keeping in view the
local needs and requirements of
the people, Two pilot child wel-
fare proJects have been started
in Madhya Pradesh, at ChikhtO
.and Hoshangabad respectively.

HOSHANGABADPROJECT
Madel, child welfare activities
were initiated in twenty villages
under Hoshangabad project, of
Bhopal division. The pilot pro-
ject aims a~provision of child-
ren's parks equipped with games
materia!; arrangement of 'excur-
sions and picnics; provision of
reading facilities for children;
providing social, activit.ies for
chGdren ih schools; providing
pre-prfmary-montessori classes
for children; establishment of
Honest.y stores; opening of milk
distribution centres for children
and organising Bal Sabhas.
To introduce and inclucate these
activities of child-welfare thirty
villages were selected for the
experiment and 'Moti-Malas' and
'Bal-Mandals were formed.
Moti-Malas consist of children
from 4 to 8.years of age and' Bal
Mandals of children under 8 to
12 years -of age. Welfare acti-
vities tl.1 these children's orga-
nisations are being co~ducted by
schOOlteachers, volunteers from
youtn c~ubsand Mahila Mandals.
BAL SABHAS IN SCHOOLS

,Ah.>:'1gwith forming independent
children's organisations, the pro-
ject authorities also' approach
the schools and request them. to
form study circles for grown up
children. Bal Sabhas have now

been organised in practically
every school where children get
a ,free hand"at conducting meet-
. i~gs, debates, elocution' competi-
tions and organising and direct-
ing cultural program.mes, once a
week. Teachers usually presiqe
over the functions.
Under the Hoshangabad Project,
Eal Sabha.s have' been -organisen
in 51 villages so far. Along with
presenting cultural programmes,
the children are- encouraged to
prepare their play grounds, run
honesty shops. celebrated func-
tions and festivals. This has
resulted in inculcating the spirit
of self-confidence and self reli-
ance in the students so much'so
that on the children's day ob-
served in honour of . :'Chacha
Nehru's" birth-day last year, a
child of twelve made the presi-
dential speech as the chief guest
on the occasion at Hoshangabad.
HEALTH AND CLEANLINESS
Attention is paid to the mental
as well as physIcal health. of the
childr~n. The general cleanli-
ness of children is inspected
every day and the cleanliness
cemtres provide facilities to make
the children appreciate the -value
of cleanliness and -sanitation.
Bal-Mandals, Moti Malas and
such other children's organisa-
tions are supplied by the centre
with mirrors, combs, towels.
soap, oil, nail cutters in order to
. form and develop the habit of
cleanliness amongst children.
Some model children's parks
have been cunstTucted in Ho-
shangabad' and Itarsi towns and
have given incentive to other
villages. It has now become a
reg'ular feature in villages to
construct a children's park in
schools. Establishment of Child-
ren's parks has resulted in creat-
ing a sense of unity arid co-oper-
ation in the. children assembling
there and in inculcating healthy
recreation habits.

•

Th~. Hindu scriptures say that a man should relinCi.rii~l~his e~o for' the sake of
the! family, his family for the' sake of. the .country. hIS .cou.ntz:yfor the sake 01'
the: world, and everything .for _the sake of. God.-Swamz Ntkhdanandu.

. I



From NIliLlti-Purpose >~IoSingle~Plr8ose
Seminars

(From A .Special ,9C?rres,pondent)

"How LONG would this Programme fo;- the various fields of 0 I' progran1.m~
con tin u e to be a multi-purpose Sll1C~production figures ',ere .ir;, some
Programme?", asked someone the other cases found to be 'bloated'. Ther,e were
day. He continued: "Have we not passed others who ,could destroy.by a stroke of the
through five long years of pioneering pen "the distinction betwe n the cTedit-'
experience to have evolved a programme WOrtl.l'Y'> and the non-credlt-worthY",' by
of single-purpose objectives translated in suggesting that no cultivato , either as an
terms of a national polky 1" This question owner or a tenant, was. e er considered

I •

,"as. answered fairly and squarely at the non-fredit-worthy by the bank when he
recent National, Seminar.'on, Agrkulture 1equlred credit, for cal~rying,put produ~tive
held, at Srinagar (Oct: 8 to 10).' agriculturaL.operations .. Some .,suggested
The Srinagar Seminar setup records at lhat I'those items ,which couldlnot be:inetud.-:
many points: It was the first gathering of ed i1]-the second Five Year ~lan fordack of
its kind of an All-India character which finaI)ce, should at . once. bj given:jts due
was attended by technkal experts from the place in the' third Five Year, Plan! . .
States and administrators doing. the work Stat~ repre'sentatives pleaded lack' of
of experts at all levels. Never before had finaI)ce when Centre s ggested new
such free and frank, discussion on. the .sche!l1es; they pleaded lack 0 'bodies' ,vhen
subject of Agriculture taken place at a the Centre was ready with ancial.alloca-
national level. tion~. A strong case wa.s sou ht to be made
The level of .discussiOil was of a very high by some for immediate administrative
order foi- the simple reason that those who . reforms, if agricultural pro uction was to
came to discuss ,agriculture andotlier allied register any improvement. There was a
subjects such as, animal husbandry, minor ' concerted attack on.the •.finan e departments
irrigation and .. agricultural co"operation, of the States, for the latter" ould not sanc-
knew exactly what they' were talking about tion 'money' allotted by the Centre simply
and were in a mood to contribute to as because they were not prope Iy well-versed

. much as to benefit from the deliberations in development problems, ,orne one sug-
of this Seminar, gested: "\Vhy not invite the inance officers
There never was a dull moment, There of the States to these Semi, ars?" .It is ,a
were some who suggested whether we suggestion worthy of serious consideration,
.were wise in having production targets '-Finance' was granted' on a I sides to be
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'one of the worst bottle-necks.' Talking" meant that the recommendations of the first '.
about 'bottle-necks' vertically, a ground ,national seminar on agriculture became in
level worker pointed out that bottle-necks . a sense de facto decisions taken by the vari-
are always to be found 'at the top.' Thus ous Governments of the States and the
everyone believed in blaming it on others Centre. While it is difficult to say how far
and' there was a lot of give-and-take. our States would be able to implement these
There ,,;'as clear thinking 'on the subjeCt of", recommendations; the"holding of the State
co-opedtivefarming. The, fact that a .Ministers' Conference on agriculture soon
nuinber; of service:co-operatives would not after the deliberations of the seminar has
go to co~operativefarming was brought out. worked very successfully in bringing out
by men: who have dealt with this problem effectivelythe gaps in our agricultural pro-.
over a number of years. Delegates pleaded. duction.' It was agreed on all hands that"
for the 'creation of a favourable climate of .' agricultural production constituted the most
public opinion while some suggested.as ari '. important single sector in our progra=e

. essential condition the introduction of price today. Since the seminar was attended by
'support :01' guaranteed' prices :for the' agri. the Directors of Agriculture from the States,
cultural; produce. Non-official delegates it was able tb review the agricultural pro-,
pointed 0' out that the Gramdan villages gi"ammeeffectivelyarid suggested ways and
offered ,thebest field for trying out th'e means for iner.easing the agricultttrai 'pro-
experirribrit of co-operative farming. duction. '
It:",as .(a pity that there was only one .Members of Union and State Legislatur~s
Engineer-delegate from the States to dls- who participated in the Seminar added to
eliss ma.tt,ersrel,atin,g to m,inor irrigation, the realism of the discussion and made
It was agreed 'that minor irrigation was now specific contributions in elucidation of pro~
assuming the proportions of a major pro- ,blems dealing with co-operative farming

, biem, as more and more big p,rojects came and people's participation.
into operation.' Theeihphasis has now
shifted to iri"igation extension"'as it was no Summing up the total impression,: left on
use 'irripounding water for irrigation pur- his mind, the Minister for Community
poses without making prope,r arrangements Development pleaded for a greater sense of
for itsllItaximumuse by the people. Special adventure in dealing with the national
extension' staff for irrigation Iprojects was emergency, which has' given ,rise to food
advocatdd just as there is special extension shortage., He said ,that on the produCtion
staff,for I agricultural production: ,. of sufficientfood would depend,notonly our
"Train the--trainer" 'was' the un'animous' future existence l:iut,ourJreedom.as well.
l';]ogan'r'aised"by the Directors 'of.Agricul- He,placed before the delegates.two slogans
ture assi!mbled at the 5erriinar.' According which should guide their activities: (1)
,to them; the B.D,O. at present lacks basic, two meals a 'day for every Indian, and an '
agricuftural'knowledge necessary for a pro- extra blade of grass for export '!,l}d (2)
ject worker in charge .of 100 villa,ges. what,five (village,leaders) can do,'95 others
An important factor which made the re- c'an attempt successfully to do, "
commendations' of the Srinagar seminar of The first National 'seminar..on' agriculture
special Jignificance was that theserecom- has blazed the, trail; it has set up a new
mendationswere discussed by, ,the State pattern for pooling of knowledge arid dis-
Ministerk Conference on Agriculture soon cussi6ri of'speCific issues at,the national
after th~ conclusion of the Seminar. The level which can directly' be sent ouU as
recommendations were integrated', after policy decisions of 'officialsand.non~officials
.detailed 'discussion,with the proceedings of working in a free manner on the basis of
the State Ministers" Conference. This' the second Five Year Plan:
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OF' MAIN .'.RECOMMENDATIONS

. " ,

Nj'IIONAl SEMINAR 0."
A'CiR I (Ul TURE ..

SUMMARY
I. . .

THEFmsT National Seminar on Agriculture and (b), SUPPLY:
.allied subjects held at Srlnagar between 8th and One of the main difficulties pointed out by the
10th October 1957 made the following reCOm- States in regard to the slow progress for the
mendations 1:- estabiishment. of seed multiplication farms,

I ,'J. _. was the high price of 'land. It was .sug.
Agricultural. Extension Programme gestedthat states where the price of land

. is verY high, the' amoUlit be raised to
. (a) PROGR~ PLANNING: Rs. 1,500 per acre and the 'concession.s should
The Vlllage Agricultural Pians are inescapable be made 'available at this enhanced' amount..
in the context of. fostering peoples' participa-' In some areas, a farm of' 25. acres' was
tion and mobilising all available local resources. considered to be smali for meeting the require-
At the pres~nt moment, such plans,must neces- ments of the nuclear seeds reQuired in the block.
sarily deal with selected items of agricultural As regards seed godowns, these should be so
'development progr~kme which are capable of dispersed as. to serve the entire block. The
achievement .by the village. people wi,th thei~ funds available for construction of seed stores
local resour.c:es with much dependance on under the C.D. budget may be utilized so as to
external assist5lrice..~.It""Was"~elt ,that in hills ensure~that ~the required ""riiImD"er' of 'godowns are
and other 'difficuft .areas as larger n~imber~eof'~--construct€d. It was considered necessary to
Village Level"'Workers and more of financial relieve the Technical Officers of the Agriculture
resources Will be required to heip in preparing Departments ol' their'tratling and loan activities.'
and execution' of 'agricultural plans, 'these plans Co-operatives and other institutions may be
should necessarily be prepared in consuitation quickly built up so .that they may take over
With the peoples' organisations like panchayats~ t~ese responsibilities,
co-operatives, etc. . (c) ADMINISTRATION:
BOlL,CONSERVATION AND D;R~ FARMING: .. (1) ,Because of laying down targets from the
There are some States where there is no adequate b~ockheadquarter, an4 his; heavy work load, the -
'organisation to take up soil conservation .and YLW tends to seek out those who can take up
dry farmirtg. because there is a, lack of trained the improvements of agricu'lture with' the least
technical staff which can prepare 'and undertake' 'amount of persuasion. It is therefore necessary
tbe execution of soil conservation schemes. for. the VLW to utilize the farm leaders for
. Although training facllltles .are provided by the extension' work.
Central So'il.Conservation Board, the :same .are dD There should be a team of specialists:-
not fully' utilized .. The ~rai:riing schemes should Advisory Personnel-posted at the District level
be taken up by the'State Governments as quickly to be administratively under the District Agri-
as possib~l ,CultureOfficer but technically under the.appro-
LOCALMANURIALRESOURCES: The experl- pri.te Research Officers, The' team should
ence gained in the field of green JI.1anuringin consist of :- -
'Madras State was discussed at length and .it was (a) SOil.Science .Assistant, .
observed that it had been achieved through dis- (b) Horticultural Assistant,
.tribi..ition of green manure seeds on a subsi.dY (c) 'Agricu~tureEngineering Assistant.
basis 'and :widemultiplication of s.eeds by plant- Cd) Plant Protection Assistant.
ing 'Sesbailia' as a border crop, in paddy fields. (e) Agronomy Assistant.
HYBRID MAIZE: .The experience gained in the (f) Specialist for the principal cash crops
cu~tivation 'of hybrid maize in the states of of the District, if required:
Jammu & Kashmir and the Punjab were revealed They should be trained in extension methods.
in the Seminar. It was 'suggested that the (3) 'Provision of State Level Extension Specialist
Miriistry 6fFood and Agriculture may arrange with' the. Research '.Sections will help in bring~
for the ,supply. of hybrid .maize seeds to other ing about closer co-operation and co-ordination
States for trial under similar 'conditions. between the research and extension. If research,
220 KURUKSHETRA': Nover;i.b'ej- 14



• (iv) A prOVISIOn"is made in the Go-operativ.e
Societies Act: treating such' loans as' a
charge. on the crops f r whicp they are
advanced. Pending s ch a provision,
t};1eloanee may. be r ulred to. execute
a bond' creating such a charge.".

(v) the losses which Co-op ratives will suffer
on account of grant 0 loans under this.
system should' be shar d by the Primary
. Societies, District Co 'operative Banks.
state Co-operative Ba ks and the state
Governments concern d.

to. the edu-
societies' as

..; t.

aid
tlve

Ws will have to .
in promotion of.
education and
tion to co-opera-
engthened, The
, L. Ws and B. D.
t?ifted, refresher
ractical training
purpose ..

uggested for the
arketing Societies

A defiIli~, quota ,of fu ds available for
agricultural creait;- ith co-op~erativ.e
financing. agencies s aultl 'be reserve_d
for r-fihaIl;cingfsuch~cuI iva:tots.

(d)

. (b) The Seminar endorses e' recommenda-
tions in the agenda note abou linking of credit
.witJ;lmarketing.
(c), Specific 'measures shoul be adopted to
ensure 'proper and' expeditio construc~ion of
,thel godowns of -marketing s cieties. 'Regulate9-
markets help.in obtaining a etter return to
the' cultivators and also faci tate co-op'eratlve
,matketing. States which hav so far not passed
t:he law for starting regulate markets- should
do so without delay.
Extension of Training facilitie
More attention -needs.~to be
cation of' members of co-oper

,
(oj As B. D. Os and. V, L.

take active interest
co-.operatives, their
field experience in reI
tion need to be 5
cOurseof training of
Os should' be in~e
classes in in-service
should be he:d for th

ThJ fol~owing measures are
improvement of working.,of
in C. D. and N.E.S. areas:-
(a) Co-oper!'tive. marketing of ,. agricultural

. produce will be more effective and beneficial to
the~ farmers. if processing of :farm -produce 1s
simultaneously developed. T e ,experience of
co-operative sugar factorie. cotton-ginning
sodeties lend support to this v'iew. Co",:,opera-
Bve's are. however, encounterf g some.difficulty
in undertaking processing' f paddy and all
seeds because of the policy' hat -neW licenses
for :power driven plants are n t being issued to
thePl. It is considered that he' ban on th~
issue of licenses all' the settin up of such pro-
cessing factor,ies should be r laxed -in case of
co-operatives.

Agricultural Co-operation.
For purposes of production and achievement of
targets adequate supply of agricultural finance
.is-"essential. For this following steps should be
taken:- .
'"(a)'The present policy and procedure re-

garding advance of loans, giving of
guarantees should be teviewed espe-
. cially by the Reserve Bank, state Gov-
ernments, apex Banks. The-objective'of
the. review 'should be to utilise more fully
as' well as to liberalize' the facilities
available from the Re:serve,Bank.

(b) Share' ,money from cultivators may be
cOllected. in easy - instalments.

(c) Short-term loans may -be "granted to cul-
tivators ,on the basis of anticipated
crops and not on the basis of security
of landed property, provided the fo:Jow-
ing conditions are fulfilled:-

(i) Loans are to be granted on an estimate
of anticipated crops;

(11)There is effective link between credit and
marketing;

(iii) there' is effective supervision of the use
of the credit;

programmes are. formed in consultation with the
farmers. and if research workers are also en-
couraged to organize testing wo~k in the, v_lilages
surrounding the research 'stations, a close liaison
can be established between research and. exten~
.sian.
(4) There are still a few states where. the earlier
recommendation reg!1rding appointment of a
Joint Director of Agriculture (Extension) has
not been implemented. This needs to be
expedited. Additional powers (financial and
administrative) need to be delegated, to the
.,Directors .of_,-Agricult:ure._ Deputy Directors of
Agriculture and the" Ilistrict Agriculture Officers,
to ensure greater efficiency. in their work.
(5) The Ministry of Food and Agriculture may
undertake a few sample studies to ascertain the
administrative load on the District Agriculture
Officers and Deput-y Directors of Agriculture
with a'view to utili?e their time more efI"ectively.
and reduce wastage in case the work load is
found to be heavy. The work of distribution of
supp~ies and of granting loans may be trans-
ferred from the hands of the Agricultural staff
with a view to enable them to devote -more time
to field inspection. and supervision. The mini-
~um standard of inspection may be laid down
for each category of officers 'and this 5hould be
enforced. Assistance should be provided to the
District Agriculture Officer to relieve 'him of
.routine work..

•
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(v) Car; should be tak,m, as far as P~ssible, to
. see tha,t the proposed farms b2comz a v,rorkable
'economic preposition and wiI: be in, a position
to provid2 adeqJate employment for the mem'-
bel'S CGncern2d. If necessary, subsidiary indus'-
tries will also need to be worked out for these
farms.

An-e-s'seilt.ialste'p .in bringing about improvement
of teaching in the Extension Training Centres IS .
to immediately organise the training of Instruc-
tors of these institutions. For this purpose two
of. the..,..:~exi$tingExtension Training Centre's_~,-<,
fhould be se:ected and 'staffed- with very quali-'~
tied and experienced Instructors. The syllabus
Gf such training should embrace the following
three !1hases:-

(a) The philosophy and the concept of the
.programme;

(b) Training in extension methods; and
(c) Training in teaching methods.

The Seminar recommended that these two insti-
tutions for the training of the Instructors of the
Extension Training Centres' 'and the Basic Agri-
cultural Schools should be run by the Ministry of
Food & Agriculture directly under their own,
supervision and fully finanted by the Centre.
In view of the fact that'there is likelihood of
increase in the number of VLWs per block and
. duration of~the course.of.extension.training •.there
is a need for putting the pres~nt Basic Ag.r~cul-
tural Schools and Extension Training Centres
on Ii' permanent. footing. These Centres will
aiso be required to run in-service refresher:
courses for village level workers from time to
time. The Seminar, therefore, strongly recom-
mended that the question of_~reating all these
Centres as permanent institutions should be im-
mediately .examined. The Seminar was of the
opinion that the temporary nature of these
Institutions was the main reason why able and
1ex~erienced teachers were not attracted to
them with the result that quality of training
suffered greatly.
In order to ensure that the Heads of Depart-
ments took adequate' interest in the Training
Institutions, the Seminar recommended. that
each State should have a special committee for
the purpose with 'the Development' Commis~
sioner as its Chairman and Heads of Depart-
ments and the Principals of the Training Insti-
tutions a's its m~mbers. This committee should
go into' the working of the Institutions every
year in order to bring about improvements and.
changes in the syllabus of courses, if necessary.
, The Seminar,. emphasised that there should be

well as potential members and the office bearers.
The schenlej,! All India Co-operative lInion to
.provide ep.ucation to office bearers should be.
il'npleI11cmted. For education of members, paten"
Hal memoers and' village lead::l's, SO,cialEduca-.
tion Officers should carryon educational.publi-
city with Ithe help of audio-vi,suai aids.
Co-operative Farming.
Although ~arguments have been advanced in
favour, and against the development of co-opera-
tive 'farming it is desirab:e that a series 'of
.planned experiments should be carried out with
Jl, vie\\' , to: develop techniques of management,
productio~l, work distribution etc. For" making
,t.hese experiments a success, the following condi-
tions are.Jesseiltial:-
(i) (a) There shou:d be a favourable climate

of public opinion f'or this actiyity in the
country. '

(b) A programme of price support 01'- guaran-
teed prices for the produce should be
introduced. . -

(cl The: admission 'of members should be
voluntary and the members should have
the option to .withdraw from the society
at ,the end of a season. '

(dl Lands should be pooled and jointly culti-
vated and the majority of members
should participate in actual farm opera-
tion. .

(iO Speci~l training will. have to be" imparted
,to co~operative officers as well as to subject-
'matter sp~cialists such as in the field of. agricu}-
htre, aninlal husbandry' and cottage ''''''indtistrie:;
who will be employed both at State Headquarters
and iil th1e'regions., 'ThIS-,'specialist staff should
be given training in co-operative ,farming, so that
they wilLbe. at home. both With farming and co-
operation and in addition they 'should be given
.special courses in subjects such as agriculture,
farm man1agement, marketing, accounts etc. This
cadre ShOtlld not be disturbed ti:I" ,,,'e get some
'results out of this experiment and 'evolve a
pattern for a particular area of the type of
farming sbciety.-
(iii) It wbuld also be essential to provide for
'some kind 01 training and experience in co-
operative :farming on existing farms to the pros-
pective membership of the experimental pilot
farms. It should be considered .whether the
courses of training of. officers, both at the
g'azetted and non-gazetted level, should not con-
sist parUj'; of practical instructi'Jn in co-operative
farming. ,i
(iv) Nb hard and fast rules shou:d be observed
in point of acreage and number of membership, .
except that care sho~ld be ,take'n to see that
there is' homogenity and ,affinity among the
members land that bogus 'institutions are not
:tielped to !get benefits available to co-operatives.

Training
Staff

of Agricultural Extension
.,~

•
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,:\'-igorous supervision- -of' the Training Institu-
tions through suitable representatives. -of the-

.'Agriculture, Ahimal Husliandry and other De-
'partinents according to a time-table to .be .fixed.
by the committee. The Seminar highlighted
officers that the responsibility of training in
different subjects should continue to be borne
by the Heads of Technical Departments con-
cerned and they should endeavour to make

~;,.available to these Institutions the services of
{heir able and experienced m-embersJor raising
the quality of training.
The staff of the Extension Training Institu-
tions shou~d be treated with field staff so that

...•.-, "".•.they ~may. get. the ;..requisite "field experience
\vhich is essential for efficient teaching. This
could' be facilitated by having' a Joint cadre of
the. teachers at the Training Centres and the
,District officers of various Departments.
The Seminar' reiterated the recommendations
of previous Conference' that the Extension
~raining Institutions should, . have - minimum
faci:ities in respect of agricultural land, nursery,
dairy, poultry and workshop; .
The Seminar recommended that. in order to
attract able and experienced Instructors to
'these Training Institutions, adequate facilities
by way of amenities such as rent-free residential
accommodation, educational facilities for the
children of the'staff, medical facilities and a
special allowance should be provided.
The Seminar recommendt~d that. greater em-
phasis '.should be given to agriculture. in the
syllabus of the Development officers' training.
As far as possible an experienced person should
be posted in the Block as Agricultural Exten-
sion officer but- when fresh graduates have Jo
be posted in the Blocks, they should be given
three months' apprenticeship training by' the
District Agricultural officer and an experienced
Block Development Officer. The Director' of
Agriculture will draw up the programme of
training for these personneL

Millor Irrigation
Construction .and repairs of kuhls (irrigation
channels) in hilly areas of the North figure'
prominently in the minor irrigation programme
of CDINES. .The. irrigation capacity of these
kuhls with respect to available stream discharge
should be based on the irrigation 'perfor]llance
of existing kuhis. The kuhlsshould 'be.suitably
lined, where possible, with'locally avaIlable cheap
materials like compacted clay and' stabilized
soil with proper surface protection. The kuhls'.
should be constructed on as st~ep ,slope as
the soil. can withstand. For economising land
width, the kuhls could be -made of deeper sec-
tion. For the construction 9f drainage cross-

ings also use 'of. local mater als ,should 'be -el1---
couraged. The -gr'oup recom ended~l1at smap
,kuhls irrfgating -areas even I ss than 100 acr.e.s
should also betaken up for r pairs ,and renov-~:-
tion u:lder the minor irrigat n programme.
In preventing losses in the c veyanc~ of wat~r
in the water-courses, which rang'e from .10 to
35% priority should be giv to wastage of
wat~r at crossings. Use of lining materiai's
coJld -also be considerEd.

For 'making optimum use 0 irrigation-water,
cultivators should be educa d, demonstratio.n
farms set up, and the panch yats held respon-
sible for field to field distrib tion of irr-igation.
water. In.the farms "suitable cropping patterns
could be evolved .in order to jnduce the culti-
vator .to take to irrigated pra tices.
Drawal of ground water f m wel:s .should
be Iregulated and necessary ata c9llecteq. in
order to prevent, overdrawal. .
A portion of irrigation .alloca on could be -used
for repairs and. restoration f existing minor
tanks and people's contri ution,. wherever
nec'~ssary, should not hold u the works. Re-
coveries could be made subse 'uently. ~
Discrepancies in the figures f irrigated areas
from major, medium and mino irrigation works
should be brought .to the not ce of State Gov-
erIurtents who may be asked reconcile '.these.
Adequate staff should be m de available for
attending- to minor irrigation works.

'~'.

In drawing up of' village pial s targets should
be fixed -for 'bringing additio al areas under
irrigation.
People's participation should e encouraged in
repaIrs and renovation of wat -courses in'irri-
gatea. areaS.

Animal.Husbandry
It was stressed by the Andhr State Director
that'in view of the peculiar sit ation obtaining
in !tis State, especially in t e tract of the
Nell~re breed of cattle there as greater' need,
for granting subsidies on the emale calves in
order to provide conditions su table for the
birth of. gOOd~ale ca}ves, tha for subsidising
the flla1e calves which were . generally being
well reared even in the absenc of such subsi-
dies because -o~ the good pric s they fetched.
Gonsiderable discussions also t k place on the
sugg~stion that a certain parti n of long term
loan amount placed at. the dis sal of the' NES
and' 9D blocks should be earm rked for grant-
ing the taccavi loans to private reeders for the
purchase of cows arid she-b aloes, so' that
they may serve as foundation herds for the
produ,ct-ion of I;mlls.

. l
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The following, among other were made:
(i) At leaSt' 25% of the net Income derived
from the ,bttle fairs and cattle market should
be earmarked for the purchase and distribution
of stud btills in the breeding tracts andlor for
starting' A. 1..centres. . .
(li) Besid~s establishing A. 1. centres wherever
practicab:e, adequate number "of 1mb-centres.
should be lattached to each A. 1..centre.
Ull) To ensure proper supervision and care of
the bulls; as;:-also'of .the rest of the livestock In
the area, there should be a full-fledged veteri-
nary dispensary under the care of- a qualified
veterlnaryl assistant surgeon at the block head-
quarters and at least four first-aid .centres,
each under the 'charge of a stockman.

I

PIGGERY: DEVELOPMENT
The concensus of opinion ,was in favour of
plggery bklng developed In. areas which offer
suitable. conditions "and scope.
Attention"was drawn to the need for importing
a, large number of mammoth incubators for
setting rip custom hatcheries and for equipping
poultry extension-eum-demonstration centres.
Among other important recommendations men-
tion may !bemade of the following:-

(1) The extension of incubation facilities in
an the poultry farms in order to be able.
td~,meet the increasing d~mand. for
iIP-proved birds and 'hatching eggs.

(2) T,o expedite the establishment vf live
~egional Farms .as ~nvisaged under the
S:ecgnd Five Year Plan.,

(3) .Establishment oJ the 300 Poultry Exten-
stan Training Centres-cum-Development
~:ocks provided for under the Second
F;ive year Plan preferably in the CD &
~ES Blocks.

(4) Exploitation of the resources of the
~rivate poult.ry, breeders .i~ .improved
birds ","d hatching eggs for supplying
tbe inc-reasing demands. .

(5) Encouraging the rearing of baby chicks
by private breeders.

(6) I?esig11ingof cheap 'poultry houses from
the. locally available materials to replace
the existing insanitary housing in rural
areas and supply of. wire netting at sub-
sidised rates to private poultry keeper::;
In order to reduce the losses from pre-
daters and -deaths from insanitary con~
~itions.

(7) Computation of cheap and balanced
poultry feeds -for ensuring maximum
production and econ.omising: the cost -by
utilising the farm and industrial waste
products which are 'not - utilised for
human consump.tion.

(8) Distribution of large number of cockerels
reared on the Government Farms in. the
vi::.lageson exchange .basis for replacing
inferivr Desi cocks. for upgrading the
iocal breeds.

(9) Protection 01 all the poultry by mass
. vaccination against Ranikhet disease
and fowl fox utilising the services of
the vil1age level workers.

(10) Organising of Co-operative societies of
primary producers for proper collection.
packing, transportation and marketing
of eggs in. order to ensure fair returns
for poultry and eggs. It was felt that on
the success of such an. organisation
.depend the future of poultry industrYJ/

, f

Fishery Development
The -following recommendations were made
by the Seminar with regard to the development
of fisheries:-

(I) Detailed survey of waters sultable for
fish culture should be undertaken in each
project ar~a.

- (2) Improvement of suitable waters for pur-
poses of fish cullure by repairing, de-
weeding, bunding and de-siltingj -etc.
shouid be undertaken through Shramdan.

(3) Steps should be taken to procure
sufficient stocks 01 fish seed of suitable
species of fish for stocking culturable
waters in the Project areas. The services
for distribution.of fish seed for. stock-
ing purposes may be provided by the
Community Projects and National Ex-
tension Organisation.

(4) Handling of fish seed'during the trans-
port, rearing and stocking requires
.special technique. Steps should, there-
fore, be taken to train VLWs in elements
of fish culture.

(5) Fisheries Extension Officer should be
appointed at le!1st in such Blocks where
tne scope ior fisheries development work
is extensive. The Block Fisheries Ex-
tension Officer will not only ~be respon-
sible for the proper and maximum utili-
.sation of cu:turable waters ~but also for
organising -fisheri'es..tra"ining for VLWs..

(6) The fisheries should be settled with the
Co-operative Societies for 'exploitation
and steps may also be taken for the
ma.rketing of the catches through GO-
operative .Agencies..

(7) Separate .community. Projects. may be
established in certain coastal areas where
the fishermen population is' very large
and whose problems are to be tackled on
an entirely different lines from those of
the agriculturist population,

•
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Bhal'llt Mati Ki Jai
THERE IS neW evid~nce to'show
that rural In ia continues to
live' in dark ss. A trained
team of the esearch, Traini~g
and Productio Centre:'of Jarriia
Mil1ia, New D hi, set out 'some
time ago to evaluate reading
material for n w literates and
to make a sun ey of their needs
and interests They covered
nearly 150 viiI ges in 17 select-
ed districts of the Hindi:"speak~
ing states of adhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Del i, uttar Pradesh
and Bihar. B sides making in-
teresting disco eries about what.
vi1:age people 'want to read'
(agriculture, t religion, they
found, is the ost popular sub-
ject),' they also came upon some
other interesti g facts.
Says tlfe tea's report: "We
had no idea". that even after'
ten years of' i dep'endenc;e and
development ark in the vil.
Iages there wo Id be p~ople. who
would nof kn the name of
the country an whether it was
free or not. he Observation
Schedule did t,. therefore con-:
tain any. quest on to find thjs
out. But in 0 e of :the states
we learn wit surprise' that
here are some people who are
not aware of -he name of the
country and wether it is free.
From then on rds. we began

,

•

POINTS OF ..VIEW
~1VE yEARS of community deve- to.as ~any fieids' as iritensive
lopm,ent are admittedly' -too' agriculture, animal hUsbandry,
short a period for making up co-operation, cottage, :industfies
the lee'way of centuries' in our .and construction of house~.
countryside. But this is a long roads; and health and welfare
enough span for striking - a centres. True, development has
balance sheeL Such a review, not been even in all these
is not dictated by usage or spheres. ~ut en0!-1ghhas been
custom. It is necessary as a done to show . to the villager
guide -to future action. What that better ways of living exist.
is needed for such a stocktaking And this demonstration by it-
is <lao sober mood of self-apprai- self is something the Government
sal and introspection." Fortu- and the Community Develop-
nately for us we are getting _ ment Ministry in partic-~lar can
into such a mood. The first be proud of. It is not necessary
flush of enthusiasm and tall for them to make exaggerated.
claims are nearly as much gone claims that the psycholog'y of
as are sneering fault-finding and, the people has been changed
distrust of Government concern and vast reservoirs of creative
for the ryot. Today' we hear energy in -the people have been
as little of a psychological. revo- tapped and powerful' 'urges for
lution in the rural areas as of constructive acti~ity released.
the "propaganda stunts" .of the But' u'nfortunately these exag-.
Government" Now that 'the gerated claims are still staked
dust of partisan controversy has from time to time and not al-
settled we have a better chance ways by minor officials.' Such
of unden:tanding what has been boasts thus contradict the clear
achieved and. what. not, and observations of committees and
why. experts . that public response

is poor:. The causes' ~re varied
On the physical plane,' the and - well .known. by now.
record of 'tommunity"develop- .. Bur:eaucratic attitude of the men
ment is' by 'no means mean .. To- ....'engaged in community develop-
day the community developmen~t ment,' inability of the majority
programme covers as many as of- the p'easants to take to better
2,72,756 villages .more than .80,000 methods of production, lack of
new schools and adult educa- supporting measures like radical
tion centres have been built' land reforms and ~adequate

.,credit' facilities still co'ntinue to
and nearly 55,000 miles of new hamper development work. The
roads constructed in the rural result is uneven development~
areas. The prograrrune extends .. and the acceleration of social

and economic
the coun trysi
Standard),

ifferentiation in.
e, (Hindusthan

,,'.
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to ask ~bou-t "this as .w"ell. Out
of the 67 respondents. selected
at random:' who were asked
these questions 6, ~r 9.0 p.er cent,
did 'not know that IndIa was
free', In a4dition to these, 9 per
cent there jwerc, quite a nUIl1ber
of Jeople ~\rho actually did n~t
know "that the country was pol~.
tically'free; but ..because of the
actiyities of the CommuhIJY Pro.
jects they- inferred that .It m.u~t
be free, ot;herwise. these actl~]-
ties would pot have been. carned'
on.
"A common reply was: 'Lots
of things ~re happening now-a-
days in our village. RO,adsare

".being built'; wells are bemg fe ..
paired; people come, a:t:ld show. ~s
ways to ge~'more from o~r fields
and on the top of all thIS, these
sch,wls .hatre been opened ~or'
grown-\lps; ~ike us where we c~n
go and l~arn to read and wnte

.free of co'st. People, like you ~are
coming frdm far off places to see
what we are doing. This shows
that some change has come
about because these things did
not happen before.'
"There ';ere a few to whom
independet\ce came in a strange
guise. ,'Yes, there is freedom
now. Everybody is free, to do
:whatever he likes. Now anybody
can come land sit on my cot be-

I . d. side me. I You cannot deman
v,fork from <:tnybody now;
straight to the court he goes."
"If responses like these are to
be ,takenito. mean ignorance of
the politiCal freedom that the
country h'a5 obtained, the per-
centage O:f thos'e not knowing
about independence would be

. stiil highe1r. .
. "Similarl~, out of 314 respon-
'dents, 54, b'r 17.2 per cent, did'not

. know, the name of the country.
It was difficult to make them
understanCl that beyond their
district. or~a few noted cities like
Bikaner. Udaipur, Calcutta amI
Bombay' anythirtg else existed.
They ,simply did 'not have any
idea of country ..or. nation. To
our ,specific qu'estion, 'Have you

ever heard the name .of Bharat
or. Hindustan?' some would 'say,
'Yes, I have heard the name of
Bharat. I have heard peopl,;
shouting Bharat' Mat~ ,Ki Jal
(Long Live Mother India). When
asked. 'What Is Bhar~t then?'
the innocent r~ply was. 'ThlS I
do not knoW.''' (D. N. Kalhan
in Hindustan Times).

Village Leadership. . ..
THE SCHEME. under WhICh:u~c-
tional village leaders' trammg
camps are now' 'being. launched
in the Community Develbpm~nt
and National Extension Serv~~e
blocs throughout the country IS
a gigantic experiment with great
potentialities.
The intention is to train i~itially
two-and-a-half million vlllager~
with the eventual aim of creat-
ing 14 million potential leaders
in various aspects of rural deve-
lopment programmes by the end
of the Second Plan.
These 14 million village leaders
arc expected to provide, the
ne~cssary leaven for the dough
of villa'ge "developme~t,. reduc-e
the strain on the . eXIstIng ad-
ministrative machinery and set
the sights for the people in r.ea-
!ising their urges and aspua-
tion:; on an institutional pattern.
Certainly leadership is primari-
ly intended to be functional,
since villagers will be l~rgely
impressed by the demonstrable
qualities which are brought to
bear on the many-sided activi-
ties of rural development.
But it also implies the need for
proper outlook and., character,
besides functional efficiency
since 'the exercise of these qua-'
lities art.- expected to deal a
serious blow to the rivalries and
factions which, as .many: village
.panchayats' elec'tions 'and con-
duct show, can well be' frus-
trating and detrimental to rural
development.
The most vital service, however~
the~" ar~- expected to provide' is
giving. a new, turn tathe' con-
cept of PiJpul~r:.participation in
Community 'De'velopment" and

•
National Extension Service .pro-
grammes to make it real, intelli.
gent, alert, dynamic and pur"
poseful. .
Initially ,participation in the
Community Development Pro-
jects via~ intended to imp~y,p?-
pular initiative and sharmg m
all the aspects of development
of a rural community but there
have been deplorable lap~es
later in its practice.
As the Governmental organisa:.
tion became the most noticeable
outward expression of the deve-
lopment effort, and as prof0.rmas
of schemes intended to be Illus-
trative came to be put to peo-
ple as suggestions, pla:ll;s took
the character of .state ,,)T govern
mental rathe! than community
or loc~l plans.
Also, there have been instances
where the proceeds of a labour
tax levied by panchayats or ~x-
pend{ture incurred bv indivi •
dual villagers' on their lands or

'hOUS2Sby way of constructing a
well or soak-pit, according to
some programmes of improve
ments, being counted as public
participation.
Yet ,another indication of - the.
lack of proper rural leadership
is in' the uneven effects of deve-
lopment programmes, so that. as
the last report of the 'Programme
Evaluation Organisa.tion said,
villages ,~hicl1; were in most
need of help, because of their
being backward, got to. a certain
extent, the least benefits.
If such experienc'e is not to re-
cur, it' is necessary to skim the
cream off the village community
and encourage a kind of new
leadership which is both well-
.equipped and enlightened to ex-
.pedite the process of rural revi- .
val and rejuvenation .
Training is certCl:inlyan import-
ant need ,but it must, be con-
ceived as a' kind of top-dressing
toa congenial soil with all its
intrinsic, .'promising qualities
and,' since this 'condition is
rightly considered an important

..factor in select,ing trainees under
the scheme, it Is to be hOjYed

\



illfo~matio!l & Publicity
To EVERY' foreign visltm; to
this country a question that
is invariably put is: "How do'
you like India?" And the visi- ":
tor invariablY comes out with the
usual comp:iments about the fas-
cination of India, the tremend-
ous progress that is being made,
et~. , There are s0fl?e, who come
to this country more as drainage
inspectors as tourists. ,< There are
still others, wpo do not fear to
tell the" truth even' if it hurts.
NIr. E. Wood, an Irish Engineer.

that it will be complied with
scrupulously in practiCe.-(Bom-
bay. Chronicle).

AUitude Study
DOI;S THE int"rbduction' of.the
National. Extension' Service
scheme bring about any .psych~-
logical change:. in th~ attitude
and reactions of the -runi! popu-
lation. ~he query has been".
answered ill'"the affirmative by

. the research unit of the Psycho-.
logy pepartnient" of Aligarh Uni-
versily which studied the prob-
lem:'on.field work conducted" o~
the basis of representative
samplel? from our different vil-
lages"' in .Kher tehsil. Aligarh

'District. The dala led the
team to the conclusion" that the
scheme has been successful in
creating enthusiasm in people for
the betterment of their lot and
has registered considerable pro-
gress in acquiring their supp'ort.'
In villages where leadership
and' initiative were" not lacking
and the sympathetic co-opera-
tion of'the officials Was forth-
coming, the scheme won popu-

. lar support, but in,many cases it
did not win the people's partici-
'pation mainly due to the unsym-
pathetic attitude of offi~ials pre-
occupied with the completion of
"financial targets"'. The report
pointed nut that the scheme was
still being regarded as a Gov-
ernment-sponsored programme
instead of a ."people's' plan .••
(Aligarh Newsletter in the

. Statesman).

who has been in lndi~ for a long
time. bids fair to be placed in the
third category. For: he smashed
smugness - to. smit~ereens' b~

, declaring unequivocally that the
audio-visual aids, specially films.
used. by the Governrhent to edu-
cate the people, patticularly in
the rural area, 'Jierei'''lousy' and
"colossal nonse~se'{ Lest this

.1 _'
be construed as a blind prejudice,
it has been stated that Mr. WOOd.
is an authority on,rriatters relat-
-ing to rural development. Speak-
ing at a, discussion I all "Com-
munity Development' he criticis'"
ed the ~uthorities fo~ showing to
rural "audiences films which haeI '
no relevance at all to conditions
obtaining in this country. This
plain-spea'king, "coining on top of
Prime Minister Nehru's recent
plea for a' thought-out approach
to mass publicity, underscores
the danger of confusing foreign
techniqul;!s with foreigri thematic
content. Those who fish for

"compliments will naturally be
the most hurt when told the

. truth but then why' get sore at
a well-meaning critic when one
can better learn from one's mi5-
takes?-(Free Press Journal).

How Others See It
SINCE OUTSIDE opinion is. "often
stimulating, the Ministry of Com-
munity Development's recent
anthology, of how others see
India's communfty projects is of
considerable interest. Outside
observers. may sometimes eithE:r
see too much in a scheme of this
kind~. unaware of drawbacks and
problems; or' they may see too
little, immersed in their own
specialist training in agriculture,
animal husbandry or plant pro-
tection. But people unused to
the practice of extension methods
and ignorant of the: problems of .
community development can only
achieve a superficial understand-
ing of .its possibilities; and this
is ofte~ the biggest !drawback of
domestic observers;." The terse,
poihted evaluation I of experts
like Dr. M. L. Wilson 'and Dr.
Carl Taylor, who have behind

them years f observation and"
effort iIi' oth r countries", has no
substitute. ii

On the other and, ever{~tn~ most.
expert forei .n- observe:rs,- 'ofte.ll
cannot see e ough becauSe .com-
munity de lopment :ii::,'for ~
large section in the Indian, SOCIal~
and politic I life, a conc~pt
Utopianly, ide.' The expert
'might easH look on it as a"
method of s If-help, a way ot
disseminatin better practices in
agriculture, anitation and ,:illage
industry;" in other words a' .way
of making a ignificant contribu~
han to food production and in-
creased' em loyment. In India,
however, mu h- mor'e' is aemand.
ed from com unit:r development.
it is in. dire line with the po~i-
tical ideal 0 village ,self-suffi-
ciency and ramraj and is a1sq,
to gi~e ano er example from
the, social a gle, a movement to.
eradicate ca prejudices, eman-
cipate worn and. remo've illite-
racy amon adults and the
young. Th conflict. between
views too n rrm-v and .too, wi~.J
makes co unity development
a most diffi. It .thing to judge .
administer a d put across .. There
is, in fact, a urious tendency for
the emphasi to shift about. In

.times of reI tive prosp~rityand
agricultural plenty community
develop men is held up as 'a
wonderful nstrument of socia)
change. In leaner times it. is
singled out s the best way to

'increase foo production and're.,
lieve unemp oyment.
Both appro ches are correct.
Community development is a
pr.ocess for' proving the econo- .
mic conditio of the countryside
and it is al a lever for "social
change". ut because there is
hazy public appreciation of th'?
way the tw approaches can b~
combirled .here is threshing
about, vagu ness and complaint
of public apathy. A possible
way to reso e the conflict might
be to sprea awareness of the
faet that emingiy Intangible
things Uk local ieadership,
group aetivi y and co-operation.
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De(entralisation try by the end of' the Second
AT A RECENT meeting of the Cen- Five-Year Plan. This proposal is
tral Council for Locaf..Se1i Gov- meant ~o bring about far reach-
ernment in Srinagar, it was . ing dec~ntralisatibn in the exist-
proposed that Village Panchayats ing adm.~r:istra~ion! particularly
should be entrusted with .the in the sphere of 'developmental"
r,espo~sib'ility o'f imple~entin'g.' activities.. ,The' idea of de-
the Community Development centnilising g~vernm,eritalmachi-
Progtamme throughout the coun": nery'. by giving: more powers

':'0;' ' "

SELF-GOVERNMENT

have 'b~eh 'su'bje"ds. or- t!xperlli:lt~lli
and can be. induced' by scientific
methods. Secondly, people must
be made _ tb understand that
community development;. co-
operation~ village industries and

I
. panchayats :form parts of an
organic whol'e; that though they
each. -have separate significance
they :react I'" upon each other ..
Hith.erto the

j
publicity organs 0f

the Government have to a large
extent. failed to bring about a

, .
clear understanding of where the
parts fit in.J' When this under-
standing emerges and, together
with it the i realization that al-
most' e~'~ry i'.aspect of the work
demands trai'ning and know:edge,
then much of the wooliness about
community ; development will.
disappear. At the same time
the great intkngible of mass res-
ponse will r'emain; there the
contribution jof personalities like
Acharya Virioba Bhave can be
invaluable.-:(The Statesman).

First Things First
THERE HAS been no lack of brave
resolutions on the new role of
,village panchayats iri this coun-
try. Prop'osals have been
mooted' by one body after another,
during the last three years to
make pancha;y-atscolleGt the land
revenue, carry out the land' rs,,:,
,forms and ensure public',partici-
pati.on in th~ rural welfare and
development programmes. It is
not surprising therefore that some
such proposals again came up for
discussion at: the' recent meeting
of the Centr~l Council. of Local
Self-Government in Srinagar.
The decisions' taken at" Srinagar
have notbee'n made ptiblic yet.

I but there is ~eason to believe
that the Council is emphatically'
of the view: that village pan-
chay.ats shoulp.be associated with
development; activities. in the
rural areas as well as with land
reforms. R~commendations on
these lines a~e reported to have
been sent to :the State ,Govern-
ments.' It is,.'too' early to say
what will coine of these recom-

I .
'mendations qut past experience

should s~l'Ve as it warhfhg. in
the, absence "of a new' sense of
urgency the Council's'r'econuneil-
dations may meet the ':fate similar.
proposals have 'met in the past.
The Council cannot but be
aware of the gross disparities in
the \,,'orking of partchayats 'in
the different States.' Nowhere
have they fulfilled the role which
the planners have assigned to
them. It is no use .reiterating
old resolutIons in such a situa-
tion. Tti~ Council should have
tried to find out the reasons
which have stood in the way of
iheir i~plementation in the past.
If it had done so it would have
discovered that village pancha-
yat-s, as they' are constituted to-
day, are in no position either to
implement the land reforf!1s or
, to take on the full responsibility
for local. development"'projects.
This is not because most of them
lack .the ,financial resources for
these. Even they receive 15 to .
20 per cent. of the land revenue.
As has. been pointed out repeat-
edly they ,will continue to suffer
from the disabilities inherent in
the structure of Indian . rural
society. today. These disabilities
arise from the .failure of the land
reforms 'so far to do away with
.the nonwcull\ivatinglanded inte":
rests and to provide the tillers
of the s()i! with'such security of
tenure as will give them the
incentive to increase production'
and the confidence to, take part
.in panchayat work on 'an equal
footing with, others. There can
be no rural development without
effective public .participation.

LOCAL

th..tt nelther I,;uh' thel:e b~ ''1tiiy
public 'participation unless ev~ry
villager feels -that"he has a 'per-
sonal s~ke in the development
programme. The poorer villager
can hardly be blamed tOday if in
the midst of. the prevailing' un-
certainties and the I pressure to
which he is subject from the
local bigwIgs he is unable to
assert himself in thepanchayat.
If the panchayats iri most States'
have so far failed to make full
use of even such taxation powers
. as they have, it is because those
who dominate them have been
unwilling to tax themselves.
Village pat:lchayat can certainly
play a big rple in the implem~n-
tation of both hind reforI!lS 'and
development programmes. But
before they can do so the land
reforms must themselves be of
such a nature as to transfer real
power in the village to the tiller
of the soil. It .is not without
reason that the 'Planning, Com-
mission has again' and again
pointed an accusing finger at the
State Governments which have
woefully; failed to carry out the
reforms to which the country
has been committed f~r long.
It is not enough therefore to
provide more funds .to the
panchayats. The primary need
. is for a change in the lan,d rela- '
tions which will make village
panchayats true representatives
of the rural community and
genuine instruments' of rural
self-government. The villagers
must come into their own before
. the village panchayats can do
sO.-.(Times of India). .
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• 'to the village'. Panch~yatB
"is in line with .the Directives
in . the Indi~n Constitut,ion that
the Village Panchayats should
gradually become the basic unit
of Government. The Ministry
of Community Development has
also been emphasising the ro~e
of Local-Self Government insti-
tutions in transforining the Com-
munity Projects and National
Extension'Services fiom Gov-
ernment's 'programme with peo-
ple's participation into people's
programme with Gover:t:lment's
p"articipation.' ,
It is .nOw being recognised by
progressive' political thinkers all',
over the world that democracy
can succeed only if it is decen-

. tralised on a very wide basis.
Centralised democracy ultimate
ly leads to excessive bureaucra-
tisation which,-"iil turn, results
in some kind of political dicta-
torship. ,The' essence of demo-
.cracy is respect .for human pel:-
sonality. Under a democratic set-
up, it should be . possible to
create. a sense of self-confidence
among the masses by. helping
the:n:: to. cr~~te .local leadersq,jp ..
rhis is again PP,ssible oQly if.tbe
V~ll<.lgeCommunities as well as
Municipal Councils and other '
local bodies are entrusted with
adequate .responsibilities for ad:

.ministering ,their own public af-
fairs. This does not, of .course, ..
mean that Village Panchayats
and ,other local bodies should be-
~ome .isolated and .almost i~de~
p~ndent uu"its., Although they
should be endowed with sub-
stantial powers to govern local
affairs in social, ,economic~ edu- .
cational and cultural..spheres. ar': .
rang~ments' should be made'. for
bringing about close co-ordina~

,~~on between different Paneha-
yats at the Taluqa and District
levels. I~ local leadership is
entrusted with greater responsi-

.bility in preI?aring andimple.
menting development projects
and programmes, - . there is no
doubt that such a dec-entralised
a4ministration '\~ould make for
great;er efficieIiCy and' integrity_

....•j "c,'

01 course, ther~. aie b~u'dd"to 'be
c.ases' of niis-man~geinent . and
ev~n corruption in the adI1.1ini.s-
tration .o~ Village Pancnayats.
But'such -.defects will, be localis-
ed and the responsibility for;.im-
.provement,wil1 lie OJ;l t'he shdul-
deTS of lo:cai .Iqaders -who wi.U
.have to b~ directly responsible
to the people.
-There is, hpwever, one important
point which requires careful
consideration. Before planning
for' large-scale. decentralisation
of political and' economic power.
in the' form of Village, Pancha-
yats In India, it would be neces-
s;uy to bring about better social
and eco,nomic equality in the
Village Communities. At pre-
sent the -.indian VGlage Com-
munities ~re casteridden and
there is stlll '. glaring eco-
nomic inequality, among the
people. Our landi reforms have
been undoubtedly. slow. and ra-
ther haltin~. A ~mall' minority
of the rur.al people still com-
mands majority of. ,the land in
the villages. Very' few states
have ,been able to'fix absolute
ceilings "On:land,' holdings, with
a, view to' redIstribute land on a
more equitable basis;' Casteism
and., .commtln:alism: are still
potent dangers to~the growth of
sound. and l:Iealthy"democl'acy
India ....Under.;.th.e ."circumstances
devolution 'Of",poli'ticaland eCO:'
p.omic' power .on .the Village
Communities in India will have
to be cautious and' well-planned.
Village Panchayats.,. should be .
endowed with gre'ater or lesser
p~\vers in accordance with the
extent of social.. and ,economic

.jus_tice achie:ved in the .area. For
example, in the ,Gramdan villa-
ges where - ,the whole' Village
Community 'surrenders private
ownership oLland ,to the. Gram.
Sa.bhas, the Village Community
could be entrusted with wide
powers in. economic planning. In
s4ch villages there.'will be hard-
ly any chance of- social OT., econo.
mic exploitation, but .in the rural
ar~as ,where ..; even the "interme:.;
~ry rights /laVe not been com-

•

j,leiely a lIihed and there is
great disJ rlty in the size of the
lim'd-holdi' gs, it will be risky to
devolve : ar~reaching political
an!i econo 1ic powers on the .Vil-
iage Pane ayats, As Acharya
Vinoba B ave has often remark-
ed. Villag Panchayats under un-
just soc.ia and econ'omic condi~
tions ca become pow'erful
instrumen s of decentralised ex-
ploitation ~t is, therefore, es-
sential to cndo\'l the Village
Panchayat \•..•ith greater rights
as "",~ella duties by classifying
them into two or three catego-
ries. The Panchayats in Gram-
da.fi villa s would surely be
treClted as Class (A) Panchayats.
Partchayat where there is suffi-
Ciently he !thy atmosphere of
social an .ecop.omic. equity and
where th elect-ions are unani-
mous or ear-unanimous could
be treated as Class (B) Pancha.
yats. Pan hayats which are fulJ
of local f ctions and rivalries

.' and .wher social and economiC'
justice .do s not. prevail to any
substantia extent would' be .
treated as Glass (e) Panchayats.
Class. (A) Panchayats may. be
given, eve 50 per cent of. the
land reve ue realised by the

. Governme t from the' ioeality.
They coul , also be given' appro-
priate. co issions. by the State
for collec t' g land revenue from
the. Villag .Community. They
should be entrusted with the
preparatio and execution of
most of t e local projects and
programm s for economic deve-
lopment. Class (B) and (C)
:panchayat should be conferred
various ri ts.:and duties in ac':'
cordance \•....ith their' capac.i.ty
[!nd c;omp ence. Such a scheme

. of gradeq. owers for PanehaYdts
.will bring about far reaching
der.entralis tion in administra-
tion. in a stematic. and scienti-
fic manne. There' would be
healthy e ulation a~ong the
Village ommunHies for im-
proving th ir social and econo.
mic .condit ons. .. The existing
sys~em of administration. pro-

. motes. indi idualism and compe-



Popular Participation ..
THE DAYS of -direct"democracy, as'

. prev:ailed.in Ath"ens and 'b'ut owii'"
villages some' two thousand'"
years ago, have gone ever .and
beyend recall. For it is only
representative and responsive
government. which is possible in
States or units of administration

. which have' large' p<?p~lations
and common problems. It is,
nevertheless, essential that tlle
people should at all levels be'
associated with the' administra-
tion .. Their participation is
important both when its' policies'

. 'are in the making and when
they are in the process of imple-
mentation. Democracy will
cease to be a live and articulate
force the' Jl?,orrientthe people be;'
come apathetic and lose their
stake.in good government. It is
easier to ..interest them in -their
immediate affairs and it is here
that the art of self-government
should be begun, It is within a' ..

.group' of ..panchayats that ad~

titive rivalrY.- :The new sYstem,
of decentrallsed a'dmi~istratiori
\vould . make, -for greater arid>. ,

healthier co-operative and cor.
porate life.' I

Gandhiji alw&ys told us that
real democTacy co~ld subsist .
only in-,:an ah,nosphere of non.
violence and co-operative en-
deav~ur~ The :Indian Constitu-
ti9n is also pl~dged to democra-
cy and peacefUl methods. Real
non-violence c~n exist only. u.n-
der a. decentralis(!d system' of

. . I. ..polItIcal and e~onomlc orgam~a-
tioB, That is why Gandhiji \\~as
so keen about the promotion of
.village Panchayats and Co-ope-
rative Associations. If we desire
to make India a truly non-
violent' state :as opposep. to a'
highly centralised democracy or
a totalitarian State, it is of para-

• I. ,
mount Importance' to decentra-
lise our econohIic and political. ,
power In a well-planned man.
nero We do hope tha~ the Union
and the Stat-e Governments
would give their earnest atten-
tion to this fundamental pro-
blem and tak~ the necessary
steps with a sense of urgency.-
(Shriman Narl}yan in AICC Eco-
nomic Review.l)

I
Too ~uch, Too Soon
PANCHAYATS are av-ifal part of
the 'most important experiment
in rnciia-nirkl-'. development;
and they are themselves experi-
mental. Panthayat legislation
in most States; is not more than
three or four

l
' years old, and,

though they have been very
successful in some places, U;P.
for example, no 'proper assess-
ment is yet possible: Eventually
they' must presumably take over
the responsibility for' develop-
ment, adinini~tration 'and set-
tlement of disputes in' their
respective areas; but' it will
not do: to overburden them too
soon. That i~ what the report
on ' the deberitralization of
administra tion issued by a

. team 'appointed by the Com,
mittee of Plan' Projects of .the

.~',

2~O

•

Planning",Commissiqil.:,:seems- .to _sive; --zilla. parish.ads "are. ~thetdo. - Aamini~tra:tlori' should- be contradictedly, to' approve"'-' the
brought :near"'- to the villages; budgets of panch~yat samities.
freeIng 'them from the. remote Mr. Shriman Narayan; himself'
control of development. depart- keenly intere"sled in - rural
ments or agricu1tui-e,' health development, has in the latest
and education ministries in number of. the A: r. C:C: Econo-'
St~te .capitals. A new' hierarchy mic Review, enj'oined cautious

. of . bodies, .ho'wever--panchayat devolution of power; there i'g.
samities and zilla parisha~s--' still "3 great deal 'of inequality.
might not be" the answer, they (economic and social)' in ,the
might even clutter up the pat- villages) he reminds, and land,
tern which, however imperfectly, reforms I have not been coro-
is slowly evolving. pleted to satisfactio.n. He also'
In this new pattern the principal quotes Acharya Vinoba Bhave
administrative officer of a dis- as saying that village pan-.
trict has as his greatest respon- chayats, under unjust s'ocial
sibility the development of the and economic conditio'ns, can
area. As the last evaluation' re- become powerful instruments'
port on community dev~16pment of deG'entralized ex'ploitation.
says:' "The district officer is. '.Community development is' at
tending .to become the .king-pin the moment in a somewhat
of the development programme!' critical phase; devolution' to
and the general administration the distriCt level is evolving as
is beginning to .wear the new gradually as awareness and lea-
look associated with the welfare dership' grow . in villages~. At
State 'that India is' now' becom- such a time the watchwords.
ip.g." This' trend "should incr"ease should 'be consolidation and' <

. and decisions affecting villages cautious advance not haste ...:....-.'
should be taken at district head- (The Statesman): ... '
quarters not secretariats. Mean-
while, in the development of
individual villages the block staff
with their specialist knowledge
are indispensable and guide
the, villagers and their' pan-
chayats; the .time has ,certainly
not yet corrie to reverse the
relationship, Members of viI-
lag'e pi:lnchayats will not, fot a
long £i~e, possess: the ou"tlook
for understanding the full im-
plications of' regional develop-
ment; .some district boards have
rendered Useful service.'
Apart from general draw-backs
there are also many in the de-
tails of the" decentralization
scheme, as published, Anchal
panchayats ~ilready eXIst in .
'some places but another body:'-
the 'zilla parishad-is contem.
plated; . villagers are asked to
elect, indirectly, thisb6dy from
member.!:f"of.panchayits "of"other
villages .whom they' do' no"t

. know. The powers and funds
prdpos'ed for the" new bodle; are~
by 'present, at~lri~ents, ex"ces,"
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• vantage must first be" taken of
their considered judgment on
common:-matters. Unfortunately
in the past,.the district has
by and- large .remained too big.
a unit not merely for popular
participation but even for the
bureaucratic adnlinistration of
law and order. The Balwantrai
Mehta Committee has shown the
right instinct in deciding that
the country must have a: unit of
responsive administration which
is' smaller than a district and
comprises a population of bet-
ween 70,000an~ 100,000which is
now served by ~ N.E.S. block.
In any scheme of decentralised
administration the panchayats
will have to piay a crucial role
These. will function directly in
the villages and through their
indirectly elected ,representatives
in the panchayat committee
which will be as'sociated with
the administrative cadres in the
tasks of local government. Lest
the people of any village be de-
nied their say in ordering their
affairs, -the first aim of, Govern-
ment must be to ensure that
every village has an active 'pan.:.
chayat. Of late panchayats have
come up like a rash in certain
areas and hardly deserve th'~
name: For panchayats must be
judged by their success not so
much in fulfilling the specific
legal requirements as in creating
opportunities for a local leader-
ship to ,come. to surface. Until
men of ability and integrity are
encouraged to take up the res-
ponsibilities of leadership at the
block level, there will remain a
void in' our public iiie which
no 'amount of paper panchayats
can .fill.
Within ...the . panchay~t mandaI,
there should be a proper division
. of . ~abour and -'separation of
powers. It will be for the popu-
.lar representatives' to lay. do\vn
policy within the. broad frame-
work of the plans,-adopted. by
..Government. "'.It.will :.be for an
irremovable: and State-wide
cadre of: c~vil"servan,ts. _~n~ine~rs,

he,3lth and medic~l officers arid
other public servants to carry
oilt these poliCies. 'They will no
doubt be answerable, in the
forum of the panchayat mandaI
for their acts of commission' and
omission, But the panchayat
mandaI should have 'no say on,
their terms and :conditions of
service, save of demanding the
remedial action against corrupt
and' 'inefficient :officers. This

. should enable q-o;vernment ser.
vants to discharge their ciuties
without fear or fitvour.
For the panchayatmandals to
play their role as: efficient organs
of local democracy and as a
training ground for national lea-
ders, the basic need is genuinely
to decentralise .the administra ..
tion. They mustp.ave all the
powers relevant to their field
and functi~ns. 'rhey must ~ave
stable and .substantial sources
of income,. including a growing
share of the l~nd revenue. There
is no reason why their powers
should not eventually extend, to
the maintenance. of law and
order.' The opposition to the
.broad principles i of the Mehta
report is likely. to stem as much
from the burea~cracy as from
the politicians. Theirs is a com-
mon vested interest in centralis-
ed, bureaucratiC'~ slow and ineffi..,'
cient administration. Their pro ..
fessions about democracy will
be put to real test by' the sou.nd
and unexceptionable principle~
of the Mehta. report. These they
should be called .upon to imple~-
mF!nt without delay.-(Times of
II~dia).

framewor of the nation. .Th~
social an . economic ~ policies
adopted by free India. are _at
considera Ie variance 'with'the
Gandhian ideal, but village. deve.
lopment c ntinues to be the key-
note to a our plans. ,There is
.a long w y to go before Indian
villages becorDe 'anything
approxim ting to our present
conceptio s of rural. India' and it
may even be possible to question
whether e Governmen.t's poli-
cies are calculated to' bring
about desired results as
quickly a possible. But no one
.can disp te the fact that the
Indian vi lages are today astir
with a n scent fire ,of impatient
anticipati n and some accom-
plishmen. The great contri-
bution m de by' t~e Community
Develop ent Programme lies
predsely in this new' restless-
ness, a restlessness which in
the wo ds of' the Prime
Minister has helped to "pro-
duce b tter human beings."
It is obv ous that this proce~;s ..
must co tinue. There are signs
that the Government is prepar-
ing to ccelerate this process .
The pr.o Dsal announced at the
meeting of the Central Couneil
for Lac Se~f-Government, in
Srinagar and corroborated by a
state:ni.en of the Union Minister
for Co unity Development, to
entrust illage panchayats with
the resp nsibility for imple..,
ment.ing he Community Deve-
lopment Programmes is one
such, an far reaching in its sig-
nificance No one seriously
claims t at the panchayats in
their pr ent form are capable of
d,ischarg i1g this responsibility.
But th~ pr~posal aims at hand-
ing ove responsibility to the
panchay ts only at the end of
the seca d Five-Year Plan .
What ..is therefore, needed Im-
mediate is reorganisation and
strength ning of the panchayats
so that y 1961 they are able to
take ov r their; new tasks with
confiden e, There are otj'ier pro.
posals so .~hich.,pinpoint the
.import':l' t .role assigned~ to ::the
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TRAINING

.,~

large-sIze land holders and shop
k~epers who are money lenders
and . labour employer~.. They-,.
empioy the' means 'a~d influence
fo~' being returned to: the" :pan-
chayat, A Panchayat of such
description- is not 'a. popular or
r~presentative body.
Next, ..the Block Development
',Counclls should be properly re-
constituted, totally eliminating
officIal elements. Officlals must
ac,t, 9:s friends and, philosophers
but If they bring their influence
. to bear on the development
COUTICnIn Its day-to-day affair,
they . would seriously ... jeo-
par~ise, its .efficienCy. Fur'ther,
developfn~rit, plans .have not em-
b.rC!:~edall villages. It is, there-
..:6re, too early to think of trans-
ferring the powers of the Dis-
trict Boards to Councils. 'Is it
advisable to make the Council's
function in the manner in which'
the Minister thinks, especially
when t.he Government holds in.
its hands the financial reins?
qntil the deve~opmentplans
have been 'fully developed com-
prehending all -the villages . and
until the Councils have been
completely de-officialised. the
District Bqards could be' helped
to function as usuaI:-(Deccan
Chronicle) .

sorpe exte'nt, it '.is n'ecessary to
ensure' that the existing defects
are not'" accentuated or new
complications 'created as a'result
,of this diffi~u1t situation.
Some years ago, it was found
that' the absence of adequate
inspection was a serious deteCt
in the then existing training ar-
rangements, and it. was urged
that responsibilities iil the
sphere required to ,be specifical-
ly allotted' and suitable staff
'-arrangep1ents made.
In fact, the second evaluation
report suggested' that the whole
subject of training, including
content, organisatio.ll', inspection
and evaluation.. 'needed 'a 'com~

are unlettered and ignorant 'of
.the wo'rld '.outside their villages
~wil~;,have ..t9 -be, ,.traiiu~d':for
their new jobs. ,The:.'System ,of.
functional training. fi:;r.ru~al lea-
.ders being. launched .lmde'r . the
Community peveioptllent and
N.ational Ext_~,siprl.:Servic;e can
be made .to __~,.pay:dividends if
yo:urig .farmers: and artisans are
induc.ed to:,tak.e advant~ge of it:
But togeth~~"\~;it!t the 'tr,ainin~,
the panchayats'nius.t .'be~encour-
aged ..to takE~'on':.:more and m'ore
responsibility' 'in-'local' i'develop;..

ment prog;ran;tmes.-.(Free Pr.ess
Jo;'rnai) " .. .

Personnel
Possible shortcomings in the
arrangements ,to train the neces-
sary. personnel -for the expanding
Community Development pro-
jects and National Exten'sil;nl.
Service blocks have been .appre-,
hended before, and, experienc'e
suggests'that these. fears are not
'al.together unjustified. It is no\y
said for instance, that the pro-
gramme of training an adequate
numper 'of personnel h.as not
kept pace with the expansion of
Community Development pro!
jects due to the lack of adequate
training ~aci1ities. While the
number of training. centres is
now sought to be increaSed to

1DISTRICT BOARDS
• • I . .

Mmls~er ~raPFanan~a, Reddy try. co-:-operatiOn. education, sani-
speakmg to Press-men In Nellore tation. medical' aid;'. or Pancha-
the other day is!reported,to have yat, the casteless' section has
unfolded a plan, for disintegrat- ',little share. in any of them.
ing District Boards and trans- Even Government' thinks of the'
ferring their P9wers and func- caste community ."in the scheme
tions to the Block Development of .things. The castel~ss -is so
Councils. It is a novel plan and backward that it does 'not bother
the' public woul9. like to have to know why it is segregated and
more details. Iti is true that the why it has no represerttation in
financial res~~rces of such village institutions.
Boards are slender., and ,that Further. "..-ho are the village lea-
when the villag$ panc~ayatS are ders? They are very largely
properly constit~ted ...their.:,s9ur- village officials' Closest' relative~J
ces of revenue I enlarged and
their ac-tiviti,es 'extended, the
District Boards ,will have little
to do.

~ pa~chayats of ;the future .. Co:"
operative farm:ing-even on an
experimental basis-as envisag-.
ed, by the G6vernment cannot
possibly' succeed .except through
the agency of the panchayats.
This is ,especially true of the co-
operatives sopght to be es~...q,-
blished in land: donated as bhoo-
dan and gramd.an.' There is also
the question of delegating judi-
cial powers to: the panchayats
and further. of enlisting, their
co-operation in implementing.
land reforms. 'But before they
can be entrusted with these' im.
portant and responsible, tasks,
village leaders"":"'many of whom

.The idea of strengthening village
panchayats with fun~ds and
powers will commend itself only
when the rural.jcommunity is
thoroughly enlightened and un-
der"stands the pl.linciples of de-

I .
mocracy." The present composi-
tion of the "cgnu!nunity is such
that "it is unsafe! to invest, the.
Panchayats with wider powers ..
which they cann~t use with dis-'
cretion. In the first place the
caste community -lives apart
from the castel~ss. Anything
that is instituted in a village is
confined to the :former~ 'The
latter has no p,(rt or lot In It.
Whether it .is agticu]t~ie. indus-
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::ltressis rightly laid un the extent to which
the programme succeeds in creating a desire
among the people for the highest 'level of
living, social, economical and cultural
that is,possible for each family through the
methods of self h~lp. In expressing some
dissatisfaction with the progress in this
aspect as comparedto physical programmes
of constructional activity iike building
community ~ouses or irrigation, insufficient
thought has been given to certain problems.
The National Extension Service is only a
co-ordinated form of administrative agency
to put before the pubiic.specificprogrammes
drawn by the Technical Ministries. That
the N.E.S. staff should be recognised as the
sole agency for the execution of all rural
programme~ in the Second Five-Year Plan
is an important recognition that still does
not prevail in many places. Co-ordinated
work at the field level requires' co-ordinated

':hinking at the top. Team workneces-
3arily diminishes the scope for individual
excellence even though it does not destroy
it altogether. Working in a team success-
fully requires correct understanding, faith
in such working and capacity to work in a
team. These quaiities have to come at all
levels, particularly those of Ministers, Sec-
retaries and Heads of Departments. If
these. prevail then the problems at the Dis_
trict and Block levels can easily be solved.
Giving up "departmental working" of
schemes in favour of working through the
N.E.S., and willingness to work under the
general discipiine of treating all blocks
equally, involve a denial of the right to give
undue preference to local areas, groups or
individuals. This has not come about nor
can it come about until the importance of
over-all progress is clearly given a higher
place than the progress on individual lines.
It is 'not at all surprising that the commu_
nity development programme has been fa~

'more successful where physical work is
involved such as putting up communi,ty
bUildings, irrigation schemes, etc. Physical
effort over a short period that gives tangible

, permanent evidence of communal achieve-
,ment iIi the public good is naturally more

';~etherf'the sample now examined is ad",:
quate. Thepresent report, however, is said

'to be,based more on two special studies than
on the general reports, viz,:" (1) a quick'
survey of a large sample of villages (15-
20%) in: the project ,areas' to determinE
physical accompiishment and their current
status; and (2) an intensive study of 3 '
villages in each project area with quaiita-
tive observations on the social and econOC
mic changes resulting from the, programme.
It is not clear whether by project ar,eas
apparently only those projects are meant in
which the evaluation units'are located. If
so, the sample seems extraordinarily'small.
Whether the evaluation of changes of atti-
tude--:the basic evaluation in community
developmbnt-is best measured from objec-
tive data :.01' from an attitude survey-such
as has been recently completed by the Bihar

,Institute of Pubiic Administration and
whose results are slightly different-needs
consideration.' In view' of the seriousness
with which these Annual Evaluation R~
ports are I being taken, 'it would be useful
if the data on which the evaluation is don(
and the statistical justification for the views
are explained.

Progress In community development and
the effiCiencyof the N.E.S. are two different

.' I _

though inter-related things. The progress
depends ,riot only on the efficiency of the
service '.but on the response of the peOple
of the area apd the building up of public
opinion by the local leaders. The response
of the people again will 'reflect the appro-
priatenessl of the programmes seleCted' as
well as t~e nature of the extension worts.
Successful extension .depends ',as.much, if
not more, on the nature 'and acceptability of
the programme dra-..ynup by the T~ch~ical
Ministries'a:s on the block personnel whose
duty it is' to ,place the' programme before
the pubiic. To flay the National E~tension•. ,'-'-.

Service personnel,'for- 'slow, progress froni
one's "Ownpoint afview is a Wellestablished
pr,actice. The only point about i~ i5that
ci:vtlservapts in any case cannothit back:
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in the Rural Credit Surve ,Report. Most
, I

State GDvernments have started collecting
~Hienecessarysta'ff and tra! ing them. The
concept of providing co-o erative finances
'-for meeting all the rural eeds is hardly a
y'e~ror two old. At prese t such financing
meets hardly 5-15%of the credit needs and
for'various reasons other so rces of supplies
are drying ouL' There is till an essential
conflict between the doctri aire idea of co-
operation through 'the s all, societies of
'people' with complete m tual trust and
common sharing of all joy and sorrows on
the one hand and an effieenl' rural credit
and supply system on sou d banking prin-
ciples on the other which rough working
efficiently over a period of time will bring
to the people the advantag s of co-operative
working and thinking. Ex ensive financing
cal) never happen as long as the former
views hold sway among the vested interests.
A system: of land tenure hat will rerider
permanent increased _prod ction a paying
proposition to' the cultiv or, stability in
land values, consotidatiC'nof holdings, a,
,systematic planning of tf total, water
aVailabilities and progra ming progres-
sively irrigation of as m ch of the culti-
vated area as possible thr6 gh co-ordlnated
large and small scale flow nd lift schemes
apd a long term sound poli,y of stable, fair,
agricultural prices are fo, instance some
of the -basic pre-requisites for 'agricultural
development. Contradict ry, unco-ordi-
'nated, short term appro ches will only
result in poor agricultural extension. -
Similar is the case w th the' cottage

industries programme \Y rein also' the
evaluation report finds mu to regret. The
present policy demands,"f l' example, that
the Charkha, the Ambar Ch rkha. t,hehand-
loom spinning, hand-spun arn, the hand-
loom spinning mills from arn as well a,
power-looms should all be encouraged to-
gether. Small industries h ve been divided,
between 5 different bninc es of unequal
efficiency,fanaticism or c perative habits
and effective introduction of. schemes' In
the 'village',!lasto be prece ed by 'a mass of

• attractive than other schemes, It should'
not surprise anyone that programmes that
directly' benefit the individual rather than
the community are more successful. To
look for equal success in the psychological
changes in the attitude of public spirited-
ness and the capacity to maintain Work of
public interest and to be disappointed over
the 'absence of such qualities in a wide-
spread scale is not a sound way of thinking.
The same evaluation will perhaps produce

'much worse results if applied to" "more,
educated and m'ore advanced" communities
and sections of the people. Such a change'
'in attitude comes only with understanding,
continuous working and the' conviction.
that the public interest is in the long run
the most permanent aspect of private
interest. For such attitude changes such
examples should be' abundant at higher
levels: The Community Development pro-
gramme is not an' Alladin's lamp working'
miracles. Changes in attitude occur over
a long period, possibly a generation. Short
cuts do not apply to things of lasting value.
Because appreciably good work has been
done it does not mean that the entire rural
population will change over-night. '

The Evaluation Report feels hurt over poor
progress in some lines. It 'is not appreciat- '
ed that -these are the lines where policies
and programmes have either no1'been clear
cut or have not been 'evolved at all: Ie
must be reiterated that the National Exten~
sion 'Service is only an administrative
machinery for bringing to the people suit-
able programmes of development. It is
iwt the function of the N.E.S. to evolve the
programmes. It is, merely a channel of
communication of better ways of, Hving.
'The'Technical Ministries concerned have
the responsibility to lay down the policy,
-evolve specific programmes for real appli-
cation and train their technical staff in
bringing such programmes to the notice or '
the people in an acceptable form. The
N.E.S. does the extension in a ,co-ordinated
manner. It is only a, year ago. that the
over-all' co-operative policy was crystalised
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administrative and democratic' pror.edures attit1<de~and the administrativ.e efficiency
I • -.

calculatedl, to dismay, the bravest" heart. of the different Mi1\istries and departments
More confl.jsion of thought exists In'thl" concerned and improvements 'effected, a
sphere ol ;small industries than .perhaps in , signi[i.cant r,ise in the ,.people's, progress
any other.~,While a g90d deal is being,don~ and development. of . bettler attitudes in
in an elementary ,vay in trainning ,of them can be procured ..
artisans,i\1 their own crafts and, provide' Much has been said about the failure to
some form of 'marketing, for their produce, get public leaders' adequately interested in
yery)ittl~ ,can be. done ,unless, ther'e' is the comrilUnity development movement.
clearer thlnking at the top. anct,..a, more The movement. has been dassed, by' all
practical approach to the. working of the', people' from the Prime Minister of cIndia
schemes' in the villages. The whole, proc downdards as one' of the most significant
blem bristles with fundamental economic in free India and one that is most likely to
and social difficulties. The N.E.S. cannot, educate the rural people in better ways of
be blameq, for' failure to .make progress in 'living andhclp them ,becomebetter citizens,

, cottage industries. And this programme, in ~ccordancewith the country's Constitu-
more tha~ any other, can help to ,r~duce tion. ,Meinbersof the legislatures are ex~
disparities in income,in rural areas." . officiomembers of advisory, committee"

The Five Year Plan with its enormous And it is said that the public leaders have
targets and' the quick assumption of vast not been: brought into the, picture ade-
.and' varied ad'llinistrative' responsibilitie~ quately in such a movement. It is their;
have br6~ght the govermrtent 'machip.ery business to run it. and not to complain of
near the breaking point. The decision. to 'not being, invi~ed to help. .New, revo!u-
extend' the N.E.S.' form of ,administratiOii' tionary and far reaching' concepts ,are
'over th~ entire country by 19,61 was a:.sui~ ,vitally involved in this educational proces,
cictaldeci~ionwhatever may have beei1thc 6(country-wide self-help. The public men'
politi!2alnecessity at the'time.. Cadres 'ar""have not been given any training whatso'
distended' and ad hoc recruitment haR ever and many of them are quite ignorant
lowered'the quality. These can be D,lade of th~ finer points 'of the set-up and' its
up only by extra training. But the train, ' working.' Political' parties are far too
'ers and supervisers are themselves ofteH" busy 'running' ,elections, ,'governments,
inexperienced and' training' cou'rses" are' 'or oppositions. Political, parochial, and
telescoped into the shortest" periods that' persona,l differences domi;1ate approaches
will "pass muster so' as to meet the' ever- not mer'elv at Governmen't levels 'but down
increasing~demands 'oftqe inescapabl€ pro- to th'evillages and blocks. Notwithsta'nd-
gramme. IQuantity counts' and 'not quality. ing statements to'the contrary, differences'
And yet the lack of orientation and' rIght between political parties are brought ir;'
attitudes in the young men turned, OUeD)' even in the elections to the Gram Pancha-
,suchnlas~'methods is 'deplored. ,[ ,., yat. The ,,,hip in the legislature seems to'
Such' instances' could' be multiplied. The extend to' the village. ' Is it for the Govern-
primary fact is that communicatiortcan not ment to org'anisea t'raining of public work.
change the nature of the programin'es'com- ers of 'different political 'parties?' It would
municatect. 'Of course, it is the 'e'nd''resuit "be all unusual step' but would ' however
that 'matters, but, in ~n evaluation' of.such, seem, in the present circumstances 9f thc'
'end results, the relative share of the differ- country, a justiflaqle one,
ent factork' should 'be' assessed' borrectiy. ,Decentralisation of' power,' development of
If only ,a fraction of' the energy"sp'ent:in Local Self Governm'ent "at the' vadous
evaluating theN.E.S. could ':be' devoted" to , 'stages; and establishment of village reptib-'
examining the basi!: p61icies,proGramiriii, lic'sare 'slognas that 'are repeated par~i-"

, .
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cular1y, at meetings of "Ministers of Local ,"fhe failu~e of the' post'in ensive phase
Self 'Government, pistrict Boards. have seems to have caused pa'in < 11round,' The

'been' abolished in .some States and emas. {a'il~reis a]~exact,measure I of the failures
culatedin other, If the institution is badly of the individual,j',linistrie and Depa-rt-
designed, a 'better form should be devisejl, ments in gettfng into the h bit of viOrking
Little has: been done that way, With only. on rural problems throug the N,E,S,
problems, of rural health, communication agency, failure to provide f nds from their
and 'Eiducation as their work, these bodies own,.planned 'budgets in tim to replace the
are divided according to political 'partie~, central subsidies at the end. f the intensive
Professional' politiCians and urban lawyers phase," T'he Depai,tments f Government
still .dominate these Boards, ReliJ.tiol13 . and,thei, Heads of the' Depa tments and the
'between the 'Boards and the State Govern- District and Subdivisional Officers should
merit are more often 'controlled by the poli- have' taken over their part 0 the respol1sibi-
tical affiliation of the parties in power, and.: lilies in both technology an '.extension well
not on the' efficiency of the Boards. before the centralised funds oming through
Steadily, powers and functions of the Boards the Block Development eel'S are ex-
are being provincialised,' hau'sted,. 'Too 7l1Uch.relianc on the B.D.O.

'Relations: between the StateGove~nments und his funds and too little 'efforts to work.
and the Centre are showing similar trends. on t.heir C!.wnand: as 17Iemb is of the. team
Efforts to tighten finanCial control :have are t.he causes,. The .reme lies in'slow,
centr~lised powers at Delhi. Even . the painful, systematic' educati 1 and training,'
smaller, schemes under the Five Year .Plan .not':in obitel' dict.a and brai wa"es, There
are subject to scrutiny annual]y, quarterly is npmagic lamp:
and now, I believe', monthly, With the risk' Apart from those annual eval linns there have

. bee!'l several assessments ma by -foreign ex-
at any time of a retrospectiye cut,-whatever. . p3rts and' Iecal exper.ts. Th pcsition _of the

.. it may mean in the funds allotted, the State Block. Developm,nt ,officers, particularly the
Governments are expected t~ plan' ahe.ad, . unfortunates located within cessib:e distance
recruit th.e :p.ecessary' staff, train them' and of an air port or rai1w~y statio is pitiable. The.
get'thell;l in positi<:m as soon as a scheme visits .of V.I.P.s. are nUIDHOU, atleast a dozen

a y,ear: .Ea~h vi?it .reqaires t 'a days' prepara-
is sanctioned. .Steadily, slowly' the trend lien; Ihe day of Ihe .vislt i ell' and the day'
everywhere is not decentralisation, but. after the .visit wherein the d. Icult problem of
centralisation. Consolidation of po\vers how" to' meet the expenses i cu-rred has to" be
progressively from the District Boards to .solved. Visits postponed at t e last moment--e

'and. they are many-means sometimes more
the State Governments and the State Gov- f.,trained ~ela:tions \\'ith the iillag2rs who are
ernments to the Centre and possibly even expectil.lg -t:qe visit. In. ad itiol1, ."there are
at the Centre in 'important Ministrie~, regular inspections by the s alI of the Deve.
changes in portfolios to suit individual lopm~nt c'omrriissionzr, Di isional Gommis-
\vishes than efficient co-ordination seem to sioner, the Col:ector, the S.D.. ; Heads af Tech-

]'ndicat:e c'ei1tr~lisation r'ather th~n. de.v,elop-~ nical Departments, -their'. r ge and district.... Heads. .Besides, there are tw staff meetings a
ment of. Local Self Government at various month which take '2 days. e ch. Reports and
levels. This monolithic tendency is at re,turns are :f?1irly.numerous. There are village,
least not compatible with the wail over the block, district, DivisIonal, S te and RegIonal

seininn1"s to prepare for an to attend. ' To
National Extension Service having failed . h' f'" . th 'blanyone .W 0.' IS aml~Iar WI ,ese pro ems,
to p'rcduce. self.dependent community the s~i'prlse will be that th block'stalI have
mindedness, co.operative spirit, a sense of betn able to'''do anything at all, not that they
sacrifice of .privat.e interest in the. public failed. to. usl1e'r in ideal co.n itions a'mang. the
good and the competence to manage their rm'a; people' within four yea s. .,.' . . - ,~ '. One cannot help. feeling th't .excessive m:=a-"
own affairs.on a self,-govel;n.ing basis. in.... sutem~nt of .the b~bY,))efore;. t is born will only ..'
~epeildent of Government help or. aid, result In 'miscarriage or still ,bIrth.

, .... _.- •.... ,. ~



potato crop, and along with it gourd,
brinjal; onion and various other vegetables
-and so on they come and go around the
year, as season follows season. Jabbar
hardly had any leisure at all. After work-.
ing in the fields owned by' the landed
gentry, whatever produce he got as his share
was quite enough to provide for his family.
His family comprised, of his wife and his
only son.

Gram Sevika's ..Dairy.A
ABDULJAB~ARwas. considered to be a good, .,

cultivator, ~Of course he did not possess an
inch of larid which. he could call his own..
Not that it mattered., Inspite of being 11
landless share-cropper, Jabbar .had no. ,
regrets. He could work well; moreover
hard work:was never to him a. thing of
annoyance: As a result he had never had
to suffer from al)Y lack of employment..
Over here most lands produce three crops
annually. ~fter the Aus paddy comes the
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While ,going .from' house to in the
course of their. family-wise villa e surveys, and
d~scuss~ng their ,wotk. the wo ~n workers of
the Pilot Project came to know about the sad
plight, of Abdul Jabbar. They advised
Jabbar and his wife to take u mat-makin,2.
Jabbar, however, ,did not ta e any notice,
of this piece of kindly a vice. In. his
OWncase, the "question of taking" to mat-niakin~
fora livelihood did -not .arise at aU, because in
other:.households only ..wom.en' .app.ened to, be
engaged In this activity. As a rule men had
":",nct:"beendrawn into this work since it ;w"",

•....,

Now Jabbar' always had a' very vivid _RwareneSI!l
of his oWn manhood. Woman 'he thought-
should 'live behind puxdah, engaging them-
selves In traditional household dutie", and
be entirely dependent on men-folk. That,
women', too' should have any knowledge of the
wide world outside, or have any part to' play
In it, was to him quite unthinkable. If during
.the course of some discussion,. anyone happened
to .refer to the rights of women-their' ability
to .. work or their intelUgence-Jabbar never
hesitated to laugh at once and call him a fool.
As I said, his sense oLmanliness was-very keen.
Compared to ahyordinary peasant.'s hom~,
Jabbar provided. his wife and son with a life
of, ease.. With, his roubust health, and
"his" ever-present sense of manly dignity
he went through ,life with a fair share
Of happiness.

a v1et1m to despondency I hen' land for
'.share cropping became sca~ce.i In. his Spare
t1me-'-:-'hestarted maklng' rods, t ps and various '
fishing Implements made 'of ba boo, and selling:
them. In this way"he someh w managed to
make both ends meet, Al ough Ilfe no
longer, provided them as plent fully as before,
he never let his wife and chH feel the pangs
of extreme poverty.'

)3ut it was Jabbar'sfate that thi state of affairs
'did" 'not last" very long. -" e day, while
that~hing a roof, 'quite suddenly a thorn pierced
his, foo't. Jabbar returned 'ho e with his foot
in pain. -His wife begged him gain and again
to go and see a doctor. But abbar was not
the man to be guided by worn;' Iy advices. He
made light of -the whOlematter y saying, "It's'
nothing, the pain will go b itself." But
on the contrary; after two. ays the. paip.
became intensely agonising, so much so that
he became unconscious. His n ighbours took
him to the Thana Health entre Hospital.
There he was ,treated for iohg, but neither his
fever nor the pain showed. any si ns of remission.
Ultim;.lely he was taken .to the hospitaC at the
district headq:uarters, < wher two. toes of
the' Injured "foot had, to be amputed. For
twom~nths he had, t<i:suffer. Life,literally
became for the family a questio as how.to sur..;,
vive.It seemed as if their little or:d lay all but
shattered, crushed.under the,ad ailcing tides of
Pdverty_'"arid endless ind,ebtedn ss. Jabbar ell1

retease'.from the hospital was' un ble to get back
his "former strength" and capacit for hard ma-
mi.al'work.' But there was. po w y' out. EvenIn
that pitiable condition," he had t go out to earn
his dai;ybread to support the fa ily. The weak
state of his body did not ano him to exer~
himself very much. As a resu t, his' earnings
steadily diminished. Jabbar's d ys and"'nights
were spent in the midst of hu ger and want,
from which there seemed. to be a escape.,, "

Trouble first ,began with the passing of the
new Land Reforms Bill.' The Jotdars whose
fie;lds he .cultivated were now unwilling
to 'give their lands out for share-cropping.
They found It more profitable to cultivate
'these lands themselves. The big Jotdars
who until the, other day ,spent most of
their' .tim'e in' the city,. were n9w seen
busy going from field to field, personany
superVising tl:te ploughing. and cultivation
of their own lands. Some" Bhag-Chasis
became desperate. It became practicaliy
impossible to make both ends meet by trying to
continue as before in. this particular line of
cultivation. And yet other avenues of earning
seemed hard to come by.

But Jabbar was not a man to b~ discouraged.
After' a short ~hile, with some practiCe
he became quite expert at the ~ork of
thatching roofs. It was at this time that,
1n between the hours thus spent on
thatching, he began to pay frequent visits to
the home of' Ibrahim- Ustad. ibrahim used to
be a: Bhag-Chasl before. He had grown up
in the midst of plenty. Now with old age creep-
ing in -he was no longer able to move around
much. However, he was a skilled craftsman
In bamboo. witli the help of a small 'katarl'
(knife) he could turn out a host of well-
designed 'bamboo articles. In later life he loved
to Indulge In this hobby of his, creating accord-
ing to -his fancy, and he' had no, other
preoccupation in life,ex'ce"pt praying at the
Mosque.and discussing-religion ,at"length. Jabbar's
interest iIi" theL work and his'. perseverance,
pleas~d the old :rrian;:~was."'-very: much .. -He
taught Jabbar some simple bamboo work
Jabbar, unlike, some others did, Ii'!t fall
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Later on It was found that Jabbar had given up
his .roof thatching work:' He soon started pro-
ducing all' sorts of fancy articles in bamboO, an<,.
on an average. earn~d .between one to two rupees,
~ day~' . \ . t'l'

.Twice a week now Jabbar brings' his load of
finished bamboo products to the office of the
-Panchagram KilUr Silpa Pratisthan, the central
organ.isation of all th~ cottage industry producers
: in the Pilot Proj ect villages, He dumps his goods
. at the office of their co-operative organisation;
and gets paid. for them immediately, Sud-
denly .. it 'was noticed that. the number qf-
finished goods .wa? shooting, up beyond expecta-
tion, 'and Jabbar \\:as start.ing to earn more and
. more, .On further investigation' it was .found
that not only' Jabbar, but ,his 'wife too waS
working a -way 'for all'she.was worth, and help-
ing to earn a living. Her skill in making screens,
baskets and in shaping thin strips of bamboo
was in. no.way less than J-abbar's~'

.i)'~~;J

The 9ffi'c.er.-in-charge of, the Pilot~roject -was
extremely sympathetic towards Jabbar. .His
sense- self-respect had. rather appe'aied to this
person. ;Jabbar was' thererore, assured of a
\vork fit for any self-respecting-"man, ~hereas his
,,;ife 'was advised to take to mat-m'aking. But
Jabbar ha'd become' reaily annoyed on hearing'
this .. With utter contempt he 'had retorted,-"I
:tnusfsay: you people have really intelligent ide~s
'~that w~men sho'uld start using their brains .to
earn' a' l~ving and that families should .be ~pro-
. vided for out of. those.' earnings. < You
have raised all this' hue' and cry about'
work,"' le1sure hours etc,~well, that is quite
alright: . Only "in my home' 1'1:: not "stand,
it." . The: .women workers naturally .felt 'he:pless.
By e.xe.rting his proprietary Tights as a husband,
Jabbar _~ven shut, out any' opportunity, for hi3
wife to-be able to express her~_opinion freely.
~he Pilo't 'Project .Gram Sevikas were"unable to
help' hi~ .and .his family" in any way..

While taking stock of' his' finished articles,
Aruna' is often obliged 'to scold Jabbar for' being.
careless aboat. the finish, or being complacent
about slightly defective. craftsmanship'. She
pays him back.in his own coin of being busifless-
'like.tcfthe last pie, !f.,t-he.work is even slightly.

Thes~.' 'girls frequently came. aerO'S5.. sick defective, pe logically should .not earn the full.
Jabbar either on' the v'illage roads. aT., price3 'for a partiCu:ar piece of" work, since it

.'at the' Pi:ot Project dispensary, 'Affec- . cannot be sold"~at the expected price. Juaging
tionate by' nature, he wO-Jld talk to 'th?m by his" attitude',' however, it would seem 'that

.' Jabbar, treats her recriminations exactly like
of many things as if they, were his: own people. water on a duck's back. He takes not the slight-
One day' apropos of things'lw told Aruna -(Gra~
Sevika, '13m, '.Aruna Mitra) that nmvadays he test notice. Says he~ "Didi,- it <jtisf won't do to
had had' no peace of mind, A. The' prospec't .of .. rave at me like this. My i.'ife after ali' is a
getting i"ork had become remote .. Prices of daily woman,--:-thrit is <tq say,' she is naturally no~
necessiti~s are soarhig up every' day ... His only V21.yin~elligent. Necessarily such sUght mista~es
'son was down with illness. 'He had not been will - have to be excused." Aruna probecl

t into the real state of, affairs: at his home
able to arrange for proper treatment ,for wan and fou~d' that. such "s:ight mistakes"
of manly. .Aruna immediately ..made necessary are very rarely.his wife's handiwork.- It is. in
arrangements for medical treatment of the~on. As' a result ~of poctor's .care and, fact' .Tabbar whO, tempted at the prospect of
skEfultreatmerit, Jabbar's son bee'ame' quite higher, anci quicker earnings, cannot help eonl-
well wit,hin. a few' days. paring his .. s~:m's roiting. sligh"t.mistakes now' and then' When. he
illnes~,-Aruna 'sometimes used. to'..go-,to "jabbar"s. does. t:tlings .-too hurriedly:
house .in order' to" enquir'e after' the 0' tidy's .(.
health .. Very often. slfe .used. to' notice'::him ~ Though weak in bo.dy, his health ruined. by sue':
keepIng. his hands 'busy' 'doing bamboo' work, cessive illnc_sses, Jabbar Who was hardly able, to
tvhile'sittIng in' front of 'his" door-steps'- -and - 'live or do :~nything a year ago, has started a
talking, '. Within three or Jour' days of .watching neW lIfe because :he .can now sit at 'home and
him thJs, it struck 'Aru~a --that Jabbar . 'could yet' eke out an honest. living, He no longer th'inks
easily b~ gainfully -employed, if he was 'made to' th'e Gram Sevikas, ..h!s ';Didis;' to .be ]a~king. in
pr,oduce;'certah'l fashionable articles like .bamboo common. sense "just-like women." In fact. he
screens,l tab:e mats, etc. She disclosed ,th,is .idea ~ften blesse.s them: In' order to en'sure a steady
to Jabbar,. For a few days al~ sorts' :of- discus-' income" for the -fu~ure irpm his. present otcupa-
sions and consultations we~t .on betw~ep ~hem.' tian" 'he has' recently siarted to learn how' to

pa'rticula~ly suited to women, who while
. I _ '

at, h9me could engage. in it In the .olI-.
time. Inspite of a .wage. twelve annas, he felt It
.;vould be:be!)eath his dignity, and.an affront to
his m~nhood, if he took up a's a livelihood alT
'actiyity V!hich' was ~ore or less considered best
~uited to iy..omen.

,;"
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be able t-o-oh! I'm sure she will be able
to do it. She can sew desl~ s on kant-has. you
know. ~f she learns these n W ,designs, we cRD
both work together to startmlng a far better
livelihood."

make many more better '1uality bamboo goods,'
from the Instructor in bamboo work attached.
to the Pilot Project. It Is to be hoped
that very soon he will be able to ensure a full and
steady return for himself In this line of work,
by learning how to make along with some other
things like .file baskets, wastepaper baskets ete.,
for which a co-operative' organisation is most
often able to secure bulk orders.
One day Jabbar chanced to see Aruna engaged
in embroidering a beautiful pattern on the sure
face of a table mat made of bamboo strips.

. Jabbar looked on with keen interest, then ~c

quietly made a significant
"Didl, there is nothing that
earth .which Is not
sincerely trying even my
. foolish, could learn all
teach her how to do
embroidery desil!us on b

request. to Aruna.
an be done on this
orth trying. By
ife who is rathel-
this. Do p:ease
these beautiful
mbeo. She' will

•. Adapted from the diary of .a Grall1 Sevika b~longingto the Puot 'Project fQ\'
.. work amongst wOll1enIn West B~ngal.. '. .

• Kantha-qullt made of old rags.
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NEW TRENDS
•

"ON TIm one side we have to J5r"ingabout
complete psychological. change in the
Harijan and on the other we have
(0 s(ri ve i, for a change' of heart,
amongst, the rest or' the population,"
,aid Shri GaneshramA'nant, Minister for"
Social Welfare, M.P. while laying the

. foundation' stone' of the first .Community
Hostel at Bilaspur recently. The hostel,."
to be constrl.tcted by the State G~vernment
will cost about Rs. 1,50,000 and accom-
modete .100 Is(udents out of whom 75 will
be Han]ans, and the 'rest Caste Hindus.
Detailing educational facilities being given'
by the Government, Shri Anant said that

I
lack of hostel facilities was a great hurdle
in furtherance of' education amongst
Harijans.

Plan Pilgrimage
A 'VIKASYATRAor a pilg,image to popularise
(he Five-Year Plans, is the novel idea of
the people of the Bhadra vati Community
Development Block in Chanda Distrjd in
Bornbay State. On hundred Vikas Yatris,
Jncluding the State Development Comlnis-
sioner, led a procession of 35 bullock carts,
one behind the other, to the accompani-
ment of the tingling of "ghungrus" (rom,.
one village to another. The pilgrimage
started from Chora, a village 10 miles'r'rom
the Block headquarters, and covered seven
villages;' viz. Plegaon, . Masal, Vis~pur,
Pirli, Dhanoli and Dongergaon-a disiance
of over 17 miles: TheYatris helped in
cleaning the local tanks and wells and in
constructingbunds and approach roads.

Initiative

ing village~.

, . Improved Bullock Cart Design
THE PEOPLE'or'Chautapalam Viilage,in the " ,, THE GOVERNMENT6f Bombav. has' dir'ectea
Chautapalam Community' Development ,-.the distiiet authorities to give financial
Block in Visakhapatnam District of Andhra
Pradesh, hav,'e solved the problem of irrigat- assistance in the form of ta.ga.i loans to ~gri-

cultUI:ists in order to encourage them to
ing subdiviaed, land, ,holdings. According., c~ry' out improvements in bullock carts or
to the pro~edure evolved by them, one to purchase improved parts. The Govern-
cultivator o\vns'the well,: and his neighbour ment 'arrlved al this decision after consider-
instals lhe pump. They jointly use the ing the question of evolving a co-ordiJ)ated
water to' inhgate the land around the well,' policy of road transport ill rural areas\vith
even thougd the plots irrigated by the \vell a .view ,to securing the best utilisation of

(he -different forms of road transpOl't on
a1'e owned by several people. The expenses the one hand and balanced rural ecoi10my
are shaJ;ed<jJ1.an equitable'basis.' The pro- on' .tl1eother. It also considered the effects
gl clTI1me of minor irrigati~n has rnade of :m.echanised fOrIns of. transport on "rural
lJeadwayin: this little .village .. Loans to the economy and the'need for improving bullock

I . .extent of Rs. 38,000 have been:advanced to carls in order to meet the transport require-
ena ble the people to sink 16 new welis and ments of rural areas. In order to guide

lie-riculturists in carrying out improverpents
repair 9 old wells. Through solving the' ~

I in the bullock carts, the Government has
problem of: subdivided land holdings by now sent round a circular note pointing out
joint ownership of the irrigation apparatus, (he defects in the wheel of a normal bullock
the people i of Chautapalam have shown cart which is used Q.ILtlJ.':.E'o'raLr.oadj:..It
a new way to thep"0ple, ..of the SUP'QUl,d.:"c,is:' po)ntedcout .that the axle and bearings

of .the ..,,,heels 'ofa bullock'cart are made,
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"sanctioned" by the Gavei rriehe In, this
,',J.ay,:thevillagel's',ofVair g are aspirin'g to
111aketheir village a mod lone.

of mild steel which wear out quickly. :The
wear:creates slack incthe bearing and caus~s
wheel-wobble which is. injurious' to ,.'the
bullocks, as it increase~ tractive ~ffort, al1d
W'll1erbads, asiCcutstliemup.1tisalsb ' ,Small Savirigs Workel s. Camp
pointed out that theteis rio provisiofl,:for A SMALLSavings Trainin Camp in a Com'
.proper lubrica,tion -in the riormal bullock ~munityDevelopment Blo k, the first of its
'cart 'whee!. The wheel that 'i'snow in use ,kind in India; was held a Satan'a in Baglan
'suffers from unstable wheel position, lack ,taluka of Nasik district", The camp im,
'of sufficient, flexibility and lack of proper 'parted' intensive training in, small' savings
:self-alignmenL " ',work to over 150 ,perso s including em,
The note makes suggestions' regarding the ployees of the National and' State' Small
ways "and means to correct these ddects, Savings 'Organisations" rimary teachers,
'It 'suggests that the' diameter of wheei ,Gram Sevaks, lady orga isers and secre-
.:shoulclbe reduced from 4'-4.5" as at p're" . taries of village panchay ts and co-opera~
sent ,to '3'-3"13',-9", It also suggests 'tive societies of the proj ct 'area.
that the width' of' the tyre should be ' .
widened from 2" t6 3f' and that the bear_S,anitation In Rural Aeas
illgsshould be made of cast iron instead of INAUqURATING. THE . fou -day ,inter-State
'stee!.: The note' also 'contains suggestions s~millai' 6n' health and ru al sanitation Shri
'as how to achieve efficient lubrication, ~1:. ,S. Kannamwar, ombay's Health
'flexil;;:Jiiy In, the hub and self"alignment ~inister, appealed to the lock development
'within limits.' Agriculturists interestect in officers, social workers an members of the
obtai11ingthese cletails'may get them from, n)ediCalprofession to bri g about a.radical
the Ci:Jllectoror the District Ag~icultural change.in the thought' a d attitude of the
Officerof the district. ' "rural people towards prob ems.of sanitation.

He stressed the need f r concerted and
phased propagafld~ in'res' ect of sanitati,on
schemes and: plans and a' ed the people to

; • • - • 0"- ~

practise Cleanliness in day-to-day life.
Dwelling' at, length' on t e' significance of
.environmental -rural 'sani ation, -Shri Kan.
.llamwar urged. the deleg tes to adopt pre-
ventive m~as'ur.es.inste.?d. of qlyatiye ones.
He deprecated the growin tendel1cyamong:
Hie people t6 rely solely n injections and
:other "medical remedies.' ,The Minister
'statea' that the Govemme t was pledged to
encourage' the indigeilous systerri of medi,
cine and ensure betterm nt of health and
sanitation in, the S,tate.
About 80 delegates, bl ek , development
officers, ,doctors 'and ocial education'
ol'Banisers from Vidarbha and :Marathwada
attended the seminar. S bjects connected
with, materriity and chi 'health, school'
health, environmentaJsa itation, medical
care, control of: comm nicable' diseas'es

Vairag Villagers' Effort
A NEW. hostel btiildingat Vakag village
'in SJ:1olapur District ,estimatect.,to cost
Rs. ,1,00,000 of which Rs., 29,00Qhas been
granted by the, Government, while
Rs. n,OOO has been collected by the people
'was :Opened'recently. One" hnndred and'
'forty-ime students ate staying in the'hostel
at present.
The ,~illage panchayat of Vairag has con-
,~tructed a two-mile pucca road at a cost of
Rs., 2Q,000,'four dharamshalas, 25 Gopuri,
.latrines, and 25 lavatories. The villagers
.have erected a 'building for the girl's school
ata Cost of,Rs: 25,000. The village has a
well-equipped library and a multi_purpose
co-op~rative, society.
'I'he -:village has another' ambitious: pro'
gramlne, before'jt,o.:namely, completion of a
schem'e.for..water. supply from: the Bhadra,
vati riv:er, for whichRs, 50 Iakhs .has been
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and vital ~tatistics in the cOmInUnitydeve-
lopment a~easwere discussedat the semin~r.,

AciricultJre
A -FlVE-DA~ intra-State semina~ on Agricul-
lure and j,nimal ,Husbandry was held at
Poona. Gflicials'a'nd non-officialsnumber-
ing more Ithan 150 working ~n the Com-

'. munity Development and Natronal Exten-
sion Servite Blocks in Bombay and Poona
Divisions ~ttEmdedthe seminar. Inaugu-
rating th~ seminar, .Shri D. A. Gadkari,
Director 6f Agriculture, Bombay State,
observed :that the main object of such
seminars was to find out practical ways to
extend to ,the agriculturists the results of
research, to guide them on the use of seeds
and fertilizers ami the. proper variety of
crops, and to help them to overcome their
day-to-day difficulties. He mentioned that
with the help of the Planning Commission
, a scheme had been formulated to start a
s~ed farm jin every taluka of the State for
regular supply of good seeds.

I
Industrial Workers' Shibir
, A TWO-DA i shibir of industrial wOrkers of
Dhandhukk Taluka was inaugurated at'
Dhandhukk, seventy miles from Ahmeda-
bad by aHariJ'~ri ShriMuldas Bhandas, of, I - ' ,
the village of Zanzarka. More than, 50 re-
presentati~es of co-operative societies of
weaVCI'S,~arpenters, tailors, etc. of Dhan-
dhuka Taluka participatcdin the discus-
sions. ,Workers themselves initiated and
discussed -&arioussubjects and officialspre-
sent ther~' only guided them whenever.
required. I '
Ways and \neans to implement"the schemes
in .the fieldof ino~aland social hygiene, and

, I

after-care 'services -included in. the Slate's
Second FiJe Year Plan,were.discussedin a
confer~ncel'of social -workers; About:tiO
soci'al,workers, 'some of them .rep,esentmgI ' ' ,
the far,fiung areas of the State" attended, I

the conference. Smt. Violet Alva, Union
Deputy Home Minister, was also present.

Hygiene Services
RECENTLY the CentrSJSocialWelfare Board
appointed tWo' committees to, stUdy the
moral and social hygiene services in the _
country as \vell as the after-care services.
Both these committees have submitted their
reports and the Government of India in C0-

ordination with the Central Social Welfare
Board have made adequate provision to set
,up the services in the various States.
The general pattern of the scheme as
approved by the Government of India in
consultation with the Cehtral Social Wel-
fare Board is that there Wouldbe two .types
of institutions, namely, (l) State Homes
and (2) District Shelters. The State Homes
will have production units attached to them
, so that the persons in the home can be suit- '
ably 'employedwith a vi~w to rehabilitating
,them. The State Homeswill accommodate
100 persons each and the District Shelters
25 inmates each. The inmates in the Dis-
trict Shelters will stay in the shelter for a
short period not exceeding three months
till they find a .place in the State Home.
They will stay in the SUIteHomes till they
are rehabiiitated. :Therewill be one Dis- '
trict Shelter for two neighbouring districts.
The Central Government and State Govern-
ment will each contribute 50 per cent of the
cost of the scheme. The non-recurring and
'recu~ringexpenditure per home is estimate(!
at Rs. 84,600 arid Rs. 66,000 respectively.
In the case of district shelters it would be
Rs. 5,500and'Rs. 22,500, respectively.
As far as p'ossible the services will be
channelised through the existing welfare
organisations and agencies in the respeCtive
fields to avoid dupiication of work., IIi the
areas where there are no such servlces,
arrangements \Viiibe made in other ways.
The conference considered the help that
. could~be sought ,from hori-official soCial
workers; voluntary soCialwelfare agendes,
and the role of voluntary ag<mClesin.this
particular.fypeof social service,' .

•
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I •Leaves From My Diary

LESS.OF ADVICE S'
, ' ' ,
Ajit Gupta

I WAS born in the midst of a convulsion-
the Civil Disobedience Movement of the
thirties. That I have been a true p'roduct
of that age is evident from my uncivil con-
duct. I cannot help it, the air I inhaled
on my birth left in my mind a virus of
revolt.

In 1952,a sturdy young man, 'I pa'ssed into
the threshold of life from the'murky atmos,
phere popularly believed sacred, of a High
School.' Calculating the time I had taken
for this 'rebirth', I found I had toiled while
less restive youngsters had sailed plainly.
You may scoff or sneer, I had, douhtiess,
acquired experience; and an element of per-
sevel'ence which haye immense utility ih
any reconstruction work.

So when. the Community Developm~nt Project-J .
were launched I found a golden opportunity. for
the full play of my talents. They looked for'
missionaries imbued .wlth the ideal of "effacing
oneself" in the setvlc~' of the country. and r-
was beyond doubt' an . ideal specimen. of this
sacred band of workers.

My interview with the Authorities for the post
of a Village Level Worker-now Called Gram-
sevak-was an easy' 'affair. With no 'virtues tCr
impress them, I had at least a giow in my' eyes,
which many' said,- resembled that in the eyes
of Joan of Arc-and positiveiy they thought
"here was the right man".

I was put on training. Extension work would
lie our job. For six montlls we grappieci With
the "cause of the poverty in the villages". Lee:'
tures and practical work kept us. 'busy~. <But
",heri I left the. training "centr~, I, was" il). spite
of ;tll the good' coaching by the liiiltr'tictbr's,
thorou'ghly' 'confused. And ,tIlis, the'" ,said, 'was'

just the ideai mental make-up r the work I
was going -to do.

Posted to. a' Block, with ten liiages 'in nil'
charge; I. found a niche ill _.t'e commodious'
building of a village leader. I be an my routine
-tours, 'meeting people 'of- diffe ent levels, of
.different colours, of variedopinio s and of dif- .
ferent :ages. I concentrated a agricultural, '

work. :While I was in the throes of it, a hl'gh-
,i'anking official visited a half-pi t demonstra-
,tion field. When he asked the illagers wha~
they wouid like to know of hi , they unani-
ml-,msiy~replied "Less of adyice,'s ".

Turning my eyes to a Mahila Sa ity, which my
girl counter-part had set up wit a great deal
of work and in spite of oppositio , I saw a dif-
ferent spectacle. There came Australian
couple, the wife being a young s hoolmastei of
Melbourne. In the audience the e was an Old
lady of, sixty, who; after the other members had
conversed with .the Australian la y" wanted, to
talk to, the lady, To her pressi g requests I'
yieided and arranged a brief t<1 -a-tde. The
oid iady asked:' Howald are y u? 'Tlie Aus-'
tralian! lady: Twenty-seven. eoid' iady:
How many children? The Au tralian lady.
None. 'The old lady. put on a glu face, which
,the Australian laciy, easily 'discern d.

She, ,therefore, requested me, t teli the old
lady, tliat she looked after abou 700 children
in the Melbourne School and, to i intents and
purposes, they were as good as h r own' child-
1'en. This' hardly convinced the ,Id iady; who
stiil loo,ked dissatisfied.

While an oflicial' from' Delhi cam to 'visit 'our
Block, t had a remarkable exper' nee, Mr. X,
a pub1i~:,":;;pirited.man of .canst,der bie.,infiueU:ce.
proferred his services: When' the " bifid.:!
alighted from the, train, Mr" X leeftiily'wel'
corned him; saying, UCongratulat n on, your
ariival". The official' wondered, .bilt. he was
completely bewildered when, ret nihg, Mr.' X
!'congratulated:'.' -hbn 'on ".his d'epa~ ur~l .

(Contlriued on ,page' 2' Sf
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of the social structure in the country. He
trained workers to face every problem
,,'hich came out of the social conditions in
.] ndia. He did not train them in the arti-
'ficial condition of great institutes cut away
from the life of the people. He trained
students and workers right inside the COn-
ditions which they were to study and under-
stand. He trained village workers under
'village conditions to understand .village
.problems and to help villagers to solve them.
He trained village midwives under village
.conditions so that after training they were
riot afraid of settling down in villages. The
secret of his method was not simply ser-
vice, but identification, Identification
necessarily included 'service and went
deeper than service from without. It was
essentially service from within. . More-
,over, Gandhiji always went to the roots of
'"amatter and faced upto fundamental issues.'
Institutes of social work, as we. now. have
them here. ai1d there, specialise in evading
'the fundamental 'issueand simply play
about with surface problems. Poverty is a
basic issue. Public Health and Sanitation
is another, ignorance yet another and we
haye also. the problem of superstition and
evil customs and habits. Let us take for
Instance. the caste system. Everyone accepts
that it is a terrible evil in India today.
Every one wants to destroy it, root and
branch, but, there is unmistakable evidence
that in the last seven or eight years castes
has become stronger and not weaker. The
Chief Minister of one. of the important
States in Iridia .said' to this writer that
caste has become stronger, because of adult
franchise' and the .General Elections.

I . . . .

EDUCATION FOR SOCIAL
\VORKIN INDIA.. i

I

i
WE S~ALLmake a wrong start; if we run
away Ifrom the. basic facts concerning this.
matter. One of the basic facts from which
no"onleshould run' away is that the mean-
ing ahd content of s'ocialwork might weU
.mean Idifferent things in different countries.
.Social;work in England will be different
from kocia!work in Mexico and. that in'
U.S.A! very different from it In Egypt.
'Theselare simply mustratiqn. If the.mean-
ing a!ld contents of social work are differ-
ent id different countries, surei'y it stands
to reakonthat education for social work will
also ,!ary from' country to country. One of
the ril:liculousthings in India today is that
educabon for social work. is ,sometimes
arranged on the British or American
patter.n: There is nothing to prevent us
from .Ilearning from experfence gained in
-England. or America and to apply such,
knowledge carefully to Indian conditions,
if'netessary. ,Btlt, what is of fUl1damental
'impoitance is that. we study' social coridi-
tior:'s'llinIndia,as they are and bu,ild.our
SOCIalwork on the baSISof such under-
standing and train our young people toI . .
face ~ur problem in our own way. )f mere
imitation is wrong in several other fields,,
it 'will be fatal in the.field of social work.
SOcial'work must be intimately correlated
to soCialconditions. All this IS a'cceptedin
.theory, but often denied in practice, as soon
as we set about social work and education'
for sdcial work..
The technique of' sociai work developed
undel1 Mahatma Gandhi's guidance and.
direction was always realistic; He turned
the' search-light upon Indian society. He

I _ • .
discoyeredthe"strength arid tIie weakness,

i
Shrj 6. Ramehandran is Director, Gandhtgram,
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the variaus fac-
Pr sent' sacial

•Mahatma Gandhi, iri his .life time, faced
this evil, He delivered sledge-h~mmer
blows on u;ntouchability and caste distinc-
tions. He wrought great changes. :But the
nation is slipping back again.' Which ins-
titute of social work in India has taken
up the study of this problem in all earnest-
ness' Is there yet a .completely truthful
analysis why caste still holds the mind of
India and how it can be uprooted" 'What
are the psychological, economic and
moral factors keeping caste unbroken even
today? What all must we do to destroy this
evil? We look at many petty matters, pick
them up and work on them arid are satis-'
lied that we are doing socialwork or training
people for it, etc. Take another example,
i.e., the problem of nutrition among the
.masses of the people. Gandhiji advocated
hand-pounded .rice for the rice eaters in the
villages and towns.. In a co'untry without
too much- of good nutrition, this was and
is an. important and basic issue. Which
institute of social work or of training for
social service has taken up this tnatter
truthfully and without reservation. Take
again. sanitation. We have to organise
sanitatian amang the masses wha. are p'aar
in .our own way. We cannat give flhsh
latrines and undergraund drainage in the
villages. We can .only give the Wardha
trerich-lati'ines and teach village peaple
haw ta make gaad soak-pits. How many
.ofthose trained in .our schaals .of Sacial
Wark can make a village surface--drain .or
make. a real goad saak-pit"
. But, did I nat say that there is the accept~
ance in theary .ofthese basic methads and
appraaches, but very little in practice? The
acceptance in theary'is largely due ta the
pressl.lre .ofcertain idealagical farces creat-
.ed 'by the Gandhian. Canstructive Pra-
gramme and naw by the Pragrammes .of
Natianal Extensian Service' and Cammu-
nity Develapment and the denial in prac-.
tice cames generally from.aversian to hard,
law-dawn manual wark' in the minds .of
mast afthase.who have had any educatian.
We are tao imitative and we barrow taa

mm", We ""roW""' ~J"~,""p1,
wha. can return the laan, bj as weak
peaplel..plariningta evade re' ayment :in
advai:J.te. There is alsa a g.rea deal .ofniis-
direction and therefore, incal uable wast-
age.af maney, time and energ Educatian
far social wark largely. remai s like the
cream on the tap .of every t ing withaut
. tauchi!,g.the realities at the b ttam.

Let me now put down very riefly and
. I .-same\\jhat.unsystematically w t I cansider

should be the characteristics a . sacial work
in India and 'educatian .ortrai ing far such
wark:- .
;1. . Careful study .of the ructure .of

India!, society from. its ncient raots
to its latest branches,

2.. Truthful analysis. of
tars governing tile
structure.

3. Analysis.of the strengt and. .the
weaknesses of .our social structure ..

4. Study .ofsocial ideals pe etrating the
mind 'of young India in uding thase
.ofSocialism,Communis ,Sarvodaya,, . .
etc. and. why one or he ather ai, .
these make a greater or esser appeal.

5. Formulation of a theor or .ideology
of social reconstruction suited ta
Indian conditions,' ac eptable ta
rational minds and capa Ie of a pra-
cess of implementation f om here and
now.

G. The correction of the te ency in the
hational mind towards too ITn.ich
individualism and too lit Ie of group,.
thinking and group-acti n.

7. Clarity of mind to mak all educa-
tion deep-rooted in the c ltural tradi-
tions of India even whil attempting
to reach aut to. a. great uman cui..
ture. Let us not mak .imitatio;1.
Eurapeans, Americans 0 Russians.
. Let us make Indi~ns wh will live in
harmony and co-operati n with the
whole warld.
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I
>,8:._ Education _in. social woi7k must be
....:.. 'bloselyintegrated with, the Jiving

,~onditions.of.our own society and not
~ut,away from .it. . .

. i
.9.' Education must be not only of the

mind but for strengthening the will
and toughening the muscles.
I .10: iEducation for social 'work must ,be
I. _.

in and through social work and that,
l-ight inside. the actual conditions of
the social life of the people.

11. k.ll social work must be at the same. ,
time, ameliorative and revolutionary., '

[t must furnish the training to make
tnore amenities of life, but it must,
aim' to change the out-look of the
Ipeople.
i -.

'12~ ~'lanual and' productive work must
.be included as inescapable items of

.'. <;'~ocialwork.
I ' ' . , ' , '

'13. There should be no artificial divorce
pf social work from political and eco-
, homic programmes.

15.

14. :NatIonal,egoism and, therefore cer-
tainly, the lesser egoisms of smaller
. houps' and' communities must be
)mderstressed in favour of loyalty to
one world and one human society. '
i. " "
jIhe reconciliation between scientific
technology. and moral and culturaL
I' '.'. )Calues must be' effected at every
stage: -

Socialiwork is a tremendous responsibility.
Edudtion f;r social work,' therefore, ' is
even J greater. responsibility. Let us hope
and ptay that those iJi charge of both wili
realis~ their responsibility more and more
and ptevent the misdirection that is taking
place today.
" . 1 .

lESS e'F ADVICE, SIR
(Continued from page 245)

This convinced me all" the more that there wa.~
. a. great ,'need for good and balanced education:
1 y;orked hard' for soine months on primary
and' -social education. In th'is effort, I realised
that village housewives are as powerful
as their counterparts ili towns, though many
still under-estimate" the former's influence.
For a Social Education Centre, a plot of .land
was needed. The owner ~f the land, yvhe:a
'approached, enthusiastIcally welcomed :the set-
ting up of a so.cial education centre, promising
his support in spreading education. Tp.e coun-
try's --sore need, he said, was more education .
But when I asked him to, donate the land, he
was hesitant and said that he would confirm
it c next morning. I had. little doubt that he
wanted to get his "service before self" spirit
duly endorsed at home.

My' dIary bristles with many such interesting
experiences. -Sorrie proved obstructive- on a few
occasions, but most of these have stimu.1ated
my thinking and have increased my zest so
helpfu! to me,' In the.course of my day-to-day
~ork, these experienc~s :fleet across my. mind;
some I distinctly remember, some I forget. But
~y experience in -a .meeting. on the occasion of
the openIng of a new N,(tional Extension Block
is unforgetable. In thai' meeting, a MInister,
the. D~velopment Oommissioner and an im-
portant non-official, spoke 'explaining the
importance of National Extension Service and
urged upon the people to 'particlpate actively
in the work. Towards the end, a humble vil-
lager from the farthest edge of. the audience,
rose and spoke with folded hands. "Sir, today
is a red letter day for us: We are really for-
tunate that a National Extension Block has
been. sanctioned for this "backward -area. To-
. day is the'birthday oJ Gandhljl, the Father of
the Nation. I.""lute him. Sri Nehru Is guiding
our Nation, I salute him, too. To the memory
of the great departed 'leaders who toiled to get
us freedom, I offer my homage. But, Sir, I
would ,request you all. who are engaged in the
rural reconstruction work to remember the
famous saying-Rome was not built in a day.
This saying' should help us' a great deal-when
confronted by a over-zealous follower."

•

"

I -,
,:"The'so-called uneducated people 'of my country' (India) have a high degree of
'wisdom and culture. 'That is why al£h ough only 20 per cent 'of the population
'is literate, 60 per cent 'exer'ciseci their ,right to vote!'Rev. D'Sauza.

I,
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Prof. D. G.
a, 4. "Jayapra~
ey, 6.'Karve'

After ail reasoning is the key toneo! Hinduism
.and it~ offshoot, Budd..'1ism. The genius ,. for
mathematics and encycloped c learning which
have so often revealed the elves as :rD.dian
characteristic are founded in .strong though in'-"
dividual sense of order and rea on. Superior logic
has frequently floored the '.' ducated" man, in
an argument. wit:Qilliterate v lagers.
1. ,Sri Aurobi1idO, 2. Pr f. D.G. Karve,
3.C. V,H. Rao;4. P.l){: at.hai,5. Evelyn
W:ood,6.' C. Rajagopalac ri: "
During the p'ast frve years th disciples ~f many
of 'the disciplineS, subdiScipr es ~hd spec~al1st
fields, roughiy identified 'the.' behavioral
sciences, have' been made. easy by 'a 'so,cial
invention-Community Devel pIileJ;lt,-wh~chis
demanding read'justments n thii:Lki.rig and
"action.-
1. Jawahari(L, i1ehiiJ., 2. ,S:K:D.ey; '.:3.
.Jayapraka~h N{lrain,' 4, Lo'/,(js. Mjniclier,
5. v: L.Melit."a, 6. K. S:'V. Raman, 7.
PeDt.'D. ,G. Karve: ' ,

of sell-gOvernment. It is too I til In the day to
argu~.tbat self-government co sists"in ea'ch in-'.
(iividuai or even an individual' group' being ,left
Jalone to regul'!c,te itsell. ,'. -.. , ".
1. Jawaharlal N~hru, '2: Prof. I!':'G.
Karve, ,3. Govind Sahai, '4.' S. K:'Dey;',,_.
5. Jayaprakash Narain, 6 Louis Mi1ij.
clieT.
'The i3lo~k which is the' basic nit for this pro-,
gramme would not be a suita ,Ie unit for large
resource -development progra meso It is suit-

"-able for this: programme becau e it'is sufficiently
::::mallto enable intimate co tact and under-
standing to be established liet een the develop-'
ment workers imd the. people.
1. V. Nat.,h,2. S, K, Dey 3. Prof. Do'G~
Karve, 4. Vaikunt.hL. eht.a, 5.: B, K.
Shrivaslava;6. D.oS. Sinh.
The principle of self~empioym nt is at least as
importa'nt',to a ,successful' de cracy as that of
self-:-goy~rIiinent.-
1. ,Jawaharlal Nehru, 2
Karve, 3. B,K. Shrivasta
kash ,Narain; 5.. S.. ,K.
C~mmit.ieeReport.

There are philanthropists who would be
troubled if the poor were not with us, for they
.would then have no field for charity.
1. Sri Aurobindo, 2. .C. ajagopalachari,
3. ,Govind Narain, 4: C. V. E. Rao~5. Guy
Dowdy, 6. Louis Miniclie

The Anni~ersary Number oJ K'urukshet.ra
, carried articles which raise issues ,of funda-
,mental importance for the Community

'. Development Programme. Different con-
. tributors' have viewed (me or more 'of the
basic' facts in different perspectives.. Can
you guess the author of each of' these
excerpts from the Anniversary Nuniber?
.<\ list of authors is given at the end of each
excerpt as an aid. Answers may be seen
on page 253. '
Neither Communiti .. Projects' hor "National
Extension --dawned- on India by a sudden "act
Though the' names chosen may be. traced to
s'orne ,living personalities, the'prqgrammes were
-~he-.result of mounting experience. which the
.Dation had iearnt at some cost -
1. Vaikunt.h L. Meht.a. 2, Govind Narain.
i3.' JayajJrakash Narain. 4, ,.Prof., D. 'G:
Karve. 2. s. K. Dey. 6. N. R. MalkanL
Vinobaji's I$hoodan movement has 'fill~d'In'-the
gaps in Gandhi]i's pictui:~ of Gramraj. Not only
has it fiiled in the gaps but it has aiso provided
us with a -programme of actiori, of ,mass action.
1: Jawaharlal Ne/tru,2, B,K. Srivast.ava
3. N: R. Malkani, 4. Govind, Sahai, 5.
Jayaprakash Narain, 6. C. Rajagopala-
chari.
,Gramdan creates a new _village society in whi.ch
-the-conflict between the individual ,and society
disappears. The individual by his own 'self-
will merges his own interest in the..community.
1. D. H. Sahasrabuddhe,2. R. Jagan-
nat.han;3. Prof. D. G. Karve; 4. C:V. H.
Rao, 5. B. K. Shrivast.ava,,6. ,Jawaharlal
,Nehru.
'Co-operative farming may not be a. panacea;
but those who dismiss it as wholly unhelpful
because of their rooted, belief in a system of
peasant proprietorship, may pause 'and consider
.what peasant 'proprietorship. connot~s from the
.point of vieW of 'better .farming .f.or.'the' millions
'who are resourceless and will remain resource-
'ie"s because of the small and fragmented hold-
ings they cultivate. '
1. J. S. Pat.el,2, ' Vaikunth, L: Mehta, ,3,
V.Nath; 4. D. H. Sahasrabudhe,5. Gunada
,Majumdar, '6. :A,Farmer's Son,
'Co:..operation arid community are both expand-
ing and developmental 'concepts. So is the Idea
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Major Sukhwant Singh "
A SHORT STORY

IN" SUM"7<4ER,drive to Nahan is not very
pleasant., On one side of the, road, lies
the turb).l1ent. river Markanda' now, re-
ducedto Ia dry b"edof 'brown stones and
boulders,: ,On the other side, bare hills jut
out in th~ shape of grotesque oversized 'ant
hills'.. AlLthe hills are scarred with numer-
ous gulli~s, ruts, and caves, Vegetation
,is conspicuous' by 'its' absence, The
Moginand' .hill to,vers over. others WIth a'
lonely tiu't on its top,: It is very fascinat-
ing to find habitation on .a hill so dry, so
desolate, and obviously without water. This
made me; walk up the winding track and
through the barbed wire fence, By the
time, I r~ached the hut, I was gasping fOl
breath, ahd my desire for adventure had
considerably waned, 'The top ,,,as flat.
The hut ,stood on one side almost on the
edgewh~re the flat top dropped steeply
down to the road below, A trim d~donia
hedge suirrounded, three sides of plateau,

, There w&re rows' of bunds with various
types 'of, plants, apparently green and,
fiourishing, It was quiet and peaceful and
I looked al"ound approvingly, Soon a young
man 'came out of the hut and greeted me'
in English. '

"Jai Hind. Nice to see you here: It is
s~ldom that we have visitors" ..

"Jai IIin& I always wanted to'lenow, who
iivedher~".
"My name is Sant Ram.' Tam in charge of, '.

this research' station:'" '

The. word' 'research brought before me the
. hugelab6ratories: with the allied instru-I '. ,
ments, and repugnant smells, "'What sort

'of research do you do, and rather im unusual
place to have yOU;"laboratory in, isn'Ut?"
He' smiled a little, perhaps at my 'ignorance,
then he looked at those 'ant hills' around
him, "These hills tell the tule of years of
erosion; its ravages, and the poverty of'our
hill folks", His eyes dimmed a little, and
face showed compassion, I could see that
the hills were part of him.
"What has reduced these hills to such a
state?
"Nature's handhvork, 'our ignorance, and
lack of 'interest,"
The fresh mountain breeze played with the
long strands of carelessly brushed hair on
his broad forehead. He was indifferently
dressed, and. the blue. streak on his chin
revealed that he had not shaved that morn-
ing. 'What was most striking 'about him,
ho\vever, \Vas his intensely serious expres-
sion while he talked,
"Don't talk In riddles. Please put me
wise.".
('Firstly, .it is the rain. It"".J?outs in
buckets during the monsooris. As the
water ,'uns dO\vil the hills, it cuts its way
through the sides, creating ruts, rayilleS,
cayes you see there ....
Then he looked down On the N~raingarh

plains, dry fields interlaced with numer-
ous ,seasonal rivulets. Each glance seemed
to hurt him. '
"Little streams Jomto form those nadis
which destroy villages, ruin crops, and wasn
away roads 'and tracks, ,year after year
adding to our misery. And yet we accept'
this all as an act of God."

c
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• "Surely, the rivers irrigate the land in the The misery of those below in the plain
process," said I, trying to score one on him: was' ,now' writte,'! ,on his, ace. He was
"A little too much!! The water is so fast that visibly moved, and his emoti ns and sincer-
it does not get a chance to penetrate the. ity seemed (a carry me ,wit him:
surface. The result is, that the villagers "How "does it affect you. You are in
don't even get enough water to drink. The Himachal Pradesh whilst th plains fall in
wells are very deep, and very few indeed. the .Punjab territory.",
The,men and cattle are driven towards the "Whatever we sow in the' h lls, they shall
Jumna valley in'search of water and shade ,reap in the plains", was the e igmatic reply.
'during summer. The poor people' are "I d9n't get il."
homeless inspite of their homes and land". The wind swished past in g sts, and with
"Interesting .. I did' not know that! " every gust came the mixtur of sand. a'nd
-'How would you, unless you are in contact loose pebbles.
with the people. " "Well, you see the hills ,eingdry ,are
I felt a oit ashamed, but my curiosity to carried mvay slowly, particle by particle by'
,know more knew no bounds. this ~vind. My job is to. s ';'e them from
"How do they live, and grow their crops?" both, rain and the wind. This is my
"Each village digs a pond where they store, ,mission, 'my research, and m aim in life' .
rain water for the year. Cattle and men 'TIow do you propose achie ing this?"
drink, bathe, and wash their clothes' from "I will see .that each drop f rain which
the:same. The ponds are often muddy, full . falls, percolates, into the ea th, instead of
of weeds, insects, and deadly germs. When, washing itself in torrential nallas. That
ponds dry up, they move away in search 'of ; water will help me, to grow vegetation to
water. The crops are mainly s~asonal". stablise the soil against the r vages of wind,
"\\That about the wells?" and rain." '

"The water is deep: it is uneconomical to
dig, "and "Physica'lly 'hard to' p:(iil oilt the
v',iter:'But 'still,',,,here~er they can, they
have some weils,possibly one amongst four,
viilages .or so: .Bilt they ha'rdly yield
enough for drinking".

he vegeta ble .
rown on rain
ds in troughs.
Ips the vege-
e year. See,
I had bumper
d peas; better

And I get
ell about two'

._~-----
"These ..hills tell -the .tale" of years of erosion,. "

Then he pointed towards
garden. "All this has been
waters alone. I make my b
The water , seeps. in, and h
tables to grow throughout
how, healthy the plants are.
crops of tomatoes, brinjals, a
than from the irrigated Ian
my drinking water from the
mile.s away."
"This is only' the top. How will you save
the sid2S of the hills melti g away every
year," He took me down th track I came
hy, and pointed .towards sma 1 trenches dug
up all along in terraces.

:_,

"These will hold the flow t every, step:
What looks like the small-p x marksIHJ\YJ,
silt will fill up and give it a . 00.t11aplle".I::
~nce. one da~<' - ~ q-<;...- •

He started explaining. the imenSions:anq
man-hours ne'eded to dig e ch trench.; I
was not interested in statis cs, bui ,~i,illj
admh'ed the way, heh~d as'te~ed~is~
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.-,--,

"We will certainly win the race,.

•

delail.~s we walked along the track, I
I . . .

noticed stone bunds all along the .gullies.
Then he'showed me small saplings of ki!cm'
like treelsgrown all along the trenches .and .
bunds.. . ,
"Some .<jfthese trees are local and others
imported from Australia. .All. have one
thing in!.common.that they' don't need

I .much w~ter, and they all hold the soil".
He gave each plant and blade of grass a
botanical name. I .cannot remember any
.now, but I was certainly impressed by the
profound. knowledge' this man appeared to',. .
possess 'of his subject:...."Where.did you.
do.your forestry?"I could not help asking.
"Well,:actually lam essentially. an,agri.
cultral ~hap,buU try to mak~:forestry and
agriculture help each' other:. .1 ,did. my.
RS,c. (Agr.) from. Lyalpur, and M.A .. 'at
'OXford":- '. .. ..

-\ -'.

j .felt embarrassed:. I. never realised' that
the modestyoungm~n careless about his
appea~ance could be so highly qualified.

I
,

I was used to seeing such..chaps hankering
after chairborne jobs, "Why don't you
make use of.others experienced in tj1e line.
rt- is wasteful to ~xperiment on- 'already
trodden grou'nd,""
"Agood point," saidhe'jubii~ntly and then
proceeded' to exP)ain, "Various coi.iiitries
have gone ahead in their research: I have',
just been to Switzerland and Canada, and'
know how they are setting' about: We ,.
must realise that the quality of soil; climatic .
conditions, amount and,timings of rainfall,
local vegetation always vary from country
to country. We can certainly follow, the
broad outlines of research, but the eventual
answer 'suit'ing oiJt'iocal' cin1ditioris.must
be found 'by us thr.ough our own research".
-~-.' ;.-, :-.:~'.. :.-." -", '- :'--~-:.-'; '- .. ':.:.~-~--::'
By the time; I felt. that- t'had"illo.re-,instrv:c.-
tion than .Icould-:absorb:"j: suggested.a
visit tohis:'hut hoping to see'his laboratory:
Aswe walked up along the track, ,he asked,
"Why do you think, this track is sloping
towards the hill unlike the PWD roads?"
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w towards the
, and like'a seer

"To be of use, your resear h must catch up
,with the. erosion, otherwis , the hills will
disappear, before..you are ready" s&id 1
snappily. , , . •
The. hill side was crimso with. the sun
dropping down. in the plai s like a ball of
fire..
He looked out of _t)1ewin
.plains. ,His pupilsquivere
l:)e'prophesied. . •
"We wilr certainly win the race. Theday
is' not far whkrt the peopl will drink not
from muddy P?ols, but fro sweet springs
~that is India :'of .tomorr w, when these
rivulets will carry with.th ill not devasta-
tion, b,ut'prosperity" ..
I. 'agreed.:and 'yalked avii' with the satis-
faction that. the future of th s barren area at
least lay.in safe 'hands.

"A good question;" said I.' We both laughed
heartily, and I continued: "'To get the
water filtered in the hill:instead of running
down eating t):leroads as it goes.
"Good", he nodded approvingly.
"You are doing this for what? Obviously
for good' of the 'common man and his
fortune. Then why don't you let him help
you, and thereby. help himself. Propagate
what you' do, so that it' is taken up on'
country \~;idebasis,"
"A good suggestion indeed!! I agree, but.
my methods' are' 'different: . I believe in'
example. :' If I. 'can save this hill from
erosion, and bring plenty over here, the
remali1der will foUow: Let my work be
my propag'and~. I am certain t\1at yo.uwill
pass on what you see:' ..
Bythis time;.we were having a: cup of tea
in the hut. it was bare; a charpoy, a few
books, a tal:>1e,andsome clothes hanging on . OUIZ'ANS'
the pegs.: . 1. prof. D. G.Karve; 2.)ay
"Where IS your research Laboraiory?" 3: B.'K. Shrivastava; 4:Vai unth L. Mehta;
"The hill: is my laboratory,' and I am the ....5. Prof. D. G.I<:arve; 6. V.'Nath; 7. Karve
scholar" and-he gave' me' a rel,ning smile: Committee Report;' 8.S i Aurobindo; 9.
1 was nor to be satisfied easily.' . :8velyrt:\Vood; 10..Louis M liclier.

POINTS OF VIEW ".

(Continued from Page 232)

prehensive resurvey by an ex. the best of an apparently bad provide for special in-service
pert committee. situation, if ear1yand energetic training at' f equent intervals.
The extent 'of the improv€!TIents efforts are made to' streamline In a'ne sens •. such a develop-
made since then is ha'rd to de- the e~isting machinery and to ' :ment might rove a blessing in
termine, bu~ some' of the con- ~nsure efficiently planned a1'- disguise, bee se it might stimu-
~inuing fai1~ngsbrought. out .in, -rangements for,training the per- late initiativ among the people
the fourth. evaluati.on report' sonne!'required in th~ immediate and infuse sense of respoJ!,si-
might be thought,_partly at any future'.. hility, and .'s is, essentially the
rate, due to',the persisting de- It is' now suggested. ,that the eventual i'nt' ntion of the pro-
fects and deficiencies in the ad- phEmomenal expansion' of the ,gramme:s, as t1).eygrow in size
ministrative' machinery.. programme has made it difficult and 'ra'ng-e',of activitjes.
When sueh"an' a~bitious and to.devote the s~fue ,degre'e ',of But. ,tilis'. d s':;~6t mean any
large-scale "expansion' of pio-, clos"e':andorgan'ised guidance .to abridgement of~ administrative
grammes is being undertaken eVery'community project under responsibilit) s'i,nce the pro-
.and when there ,is a distressing- operation' as ih the ~early s'tates" gramme und r the Second Plan,
ly large incidelic~,'of unemploy- " of the experiment, I" 'providing fo R'S.' 200 crores for
ment, particularly among edu- To compensa-fe,however:.for this covering the entire co'untry'with
cated youthS:: it' :rn,ightseem ra~ forced dilution of guidance arid _National Ex niion Service and
ther. odd that foresight and supervi.sio~ it is thoug'ht-neces- - .'~or ~?n.verti g.~not less than 40
vision have not beeri sufficiently 'sary to bring about an'.improve- per' cent of such projects into
exercised to 'forestall a long- rn:entin the content and quality Community ~velopment blocks,
foreseen~difficulty. of 'the training that is being' im;.' -will ~require',~.~alr..i'pund diligent
Yet it- is not too' late to make parted in various centres and to' efforts.-(B bay Chronicle).
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ENDOWMENT POLICY

YOUI'fotlu'eis wBaat'you make of it

. .,'

" ....:

.-~.i.'

Life Insurance is for theLlvlng. ,'You can indeed rea~
the benefits of your: Life, Insurance' dUring youf lifetime. An
ideal scheme is the Endowment Policy., " '

The Endowment Policy differs from the Whok Life Policy
wherechiimis only paid on the 'death 'of the insured. With
Endowment you contract to pay premiums fot a fixed number
of years, at the e'nd of which the full sum insured is paid to you.
(If, hOlvever, death should occur before this time, 'theentiie

amount is automatically
'paid'to the assignee ' or
nominee,) ,

The Endowment Policy, is
jdeal for middle-i!!come

, :,eamers who wish to provide
for.their old age or to sup-
,plement ,their Provident
Funds; It is also useful for
,those', who can foresee a
future need -the education
or marriage of their children
or any other c6riiingency
which would require a lump
,sum "of money. ,
The ENDOWMENT POLICY.
may, :be jim the Policy for
you. ,Askjor details from a'
Life Insurance, Agent who

"Ivill also explain otherPo!fc1es
" .w[def,the E1idowmeni.Group' .

Jj "\~., .... which m";y:beiter suit your
}!..: r.~;'X:!e~( "", '.., .. .." '

~~~~ • \ :~~~._~~ I
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On'Iy""'lialfa tablet'

, .

did all this washin

It's the extra lather
that does it I

. .

A PRODUCT"OF HINDUSTAN LEVER LTD., BON BAY
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.vitamins added to them .

pleasure. '~'a-r-Ie' s
i

Qlueo biscuits have

,fOR MUSIC MAKERS'

_ a_es~he.tic

nourishing

Vitamins are e,ssential for. the -::;

. promotion of a' feeli~g of wel~_- ;.~

.being which is eorl.ducive '-t;ri

*~.
Glaco
B IS.CUI T S
WIT •• ADDeD. VITA-MINI!
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. DRIILL PRESS ~ .

Kavadiguda Road, Secunderabad
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p~~ase~c~ntac,t~."

THE,PRAGA: IDOLS
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India delivers the goods-

and Jute. protects. t

And not .only do those familiar gunny bags protect
India's exports-but jute manufactures as a whole al remain
OJ;le of our largest sources of foreign exchange.

That is why the jute industry is one on \~hich so mu h of the
strength of India's economy depends. And, like man
other industries, jute looks to oil to protect its capita equip-
ment and to play its part in the manufacturing proc 55.

We supply to the mills of Wcst Bengal a specialized tToleum
product known as Jute Bafching' Oil.\\T}u:" clT!utS.ifie ~
with' water, this oil softens the lough. fihra oflhe ra jute
and enables them to be split, shortened, drawn into
a smooth ribbon and ••.•.ound on a bobbin.

We also supply a range of lubricants which c vcrs the
complete requirements of the jute .industry, a d
which has been developed after many yearS f careful
~tudy and research. So iri the jute industry .
too-BurmiLh_She1l help to deliver the good:o,

zn India's life and p rt Ofit

\ .'
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WorT,and Nourishment
ON October 2, 1952. tho bIrth annlversary of Mahatma

Gandhi. a daring experiment was launched-a village

programme that started off simultaneously In twenty.eight

States. The" motto of this progra~-e is •Dest.inati~~-
. MAN '. Its scope extends to sixty million families living in

our five lakh ',illages.
In the words of the Prime Minister~• this isa g~neratioD
or hard iabour: For; a Community Development programme

~ of such im~ensity means work _aI1~ more work - indi.

\'idual ¥lnd organised. And this -hard-working mass of

people. needs proper, planned nourishment. they need

b~Jantcd diets that include 'fats and vitami'ns to r~pl~ce

cnergy, keep boneo otroD3 r.Illi llo<IicIlloaIth:!',

"At-least:t:.voouncesof fats per day arc r~~~ ..==~~fC'!

adults by'the.Nutrition A.dvisory Committee of the In'dian

Council of Medical Research. Fats pro .•..B.~2t times as much

energy as wheat or rice and set up reserves against illness.

Dalda Vanaspati, a wh~lesome fat made from refined

vege.table oils, contains both Vitamins A and D. Seven

hundred International Units ot Vitamin A are added to

every o~e~wl'llch fs as ~uch'as there Is in 'good -ghee: These vitamins are n~Ss~ry for th; sound

I developmen"i"ofbones,-niusc~e~and tissues ;in addition, Vitamin A prevents night blind_ilessand keep'

_I eyes and skin h~thy, while-~tamin D prevents ~ofteni~g of the boneS.

.. _Dalda is nntouched by ~and during manufacture, and coines pure and fresb In sealed tins [¥J
..'.; '"ijili ih~f~;,;ruar. pahn tree emblem: Adding ~xtra nourishment to food< Dalda makes, "',7_
. i • Yll1nabh:eoAtdbution to ill. diet of all bard-working pcople.

.. 'W!K; 11"- ..-..::_~i:.::..,--,-- ..__.:-:._~..._;.-A PF~Di:)CT OF HINPy"5'fAl\f '_~~.L'P> .• B6:rvrBAY:'
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FIGHT

THE. FLOODS."

Swirling rivers, flooded countryside ••
drowned cattle and homeless people .. but
the Hght forbeher flood control me .ods
g0.es on every y.ear.

Helping kcr-p a wa:tch on rain swolle
dv('rs.-.:b~inging relie.£ to the strand d~••
carrying medical aid. food and cIothi

. the wak~of 're~eding'w~tersth~ough. .
and slush ... these are jobs that

only th~U~iversal'Jee~;.;ith the ~. .' '",
traction of 4-wheel drive can ao.

\

,.-
THEUNIVERSALJee

today's most versatile_ vehicle J

-f'"Progressively ~ufactured f!,: r~diqby

MAKIPIDRAAND. ~At,INDR
LIMiTED

,
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l.rter I am detected u.ndergrollnd. pumped tothestlrraee Arid refi!led, . ~~' .
'in~o various products, '-.am taken to the.market. Mind you., this is no'l

f!1e type of market you are thinking .of. Oilme~, use tbis word to

. describe, my movement from the refinery to you, l.he consumer. My destiny

I. Irom here,o.n i~worked out by-a'h~ghlY or~anfsedgro~p whi'ch has been'

t- supplyingI~dia wi~hquality petr~l;um products for well,over,60yea~

'
I ,Stanvae have supplied to Indian eo~sumers. many million gallons of gasolioe.

:kerosene.and industrial.fucl, through four territory offices. seven ~ales

I offices in strategic places tbroughout the country. nine depots "and nearl,

2000 d~alers-and agents located in every conceivable p:art of the country •.
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STANVAC'::' the name that standsfor progress

"iTANDAJU);' VACUUM Oll<COHPANY :-lDCor;orau~ lD die U.$.:A... with c.••• n.IIIt. -t.".nin
. 4 . - . ,
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.Lo.;g~ body space seats- at least six persons
more tha.P1any oth(f chassis mode ill India.

.'

,',~-- .;..,-.~
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choice in over
around the world

LEYLAND is the first.
SO countrie's

The chassis is.speciaU designed
. ~, ~egotiate the sharp 5t corners
.Jith eaSe and. confiden c.

Unusually long sprin s of the
semi~elliptic laminate type are
used to ensure maxi urn com-
fort over (ong distanc s.

Large brake drums a d lini ngs
make braking easy an sure. It's

. the strongest and th heaviest
chassis made in Jodi to stand
the strain of modern transport.

n. Lo.,.". Whee/ban'o"".,., ChoJJ/,~mole I. 'n4'o

E.VERY Road Transport Authority iii India has rated a
higher seating capacity for Leyland Comet than any other

chassis made in India, The Leyland Comet provides accommo~
dation for at least six: -more passengers in ever'y trip, -and-it
costs no more to rUl). Its low fuel ..consuinption, and easy
maintenance makes it the ideal. passenger. transport vehicle
everywhere.

~ State 'rransport Undertakings are adding more and
mo," Leyland Comets to iheir fleet year after year. They
know thai they can depend on it for economy,efficiency.
~nd maximum load at the lowest cost Der mile.
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Hinclu&tsa Level'" 80ll'YfilfJ tb. bo~e
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PEARS, Iik. ~ _ ~ V";' AI' ~.~.~ ••• ~ all Our .
can', tell their quality by Pzina. III 1bcIL' .. ptueludl at eruy staBo' or maoufacluro. W.', : :.
Moral: !fyou',. huylogpoars, tastothan flnlt;' make llt1rO!hat 11>07stand up to storage: w•.

B'ut 'esting by tasting .geIs you OOwllOl. .' create climate' .ID. a 'Iaboratory.to obserw ..
. if. for instan~ you arc "buying .coap.' Por G::emundl2' all weather conditions. We check .

tJiat (and most packaged.goods, too) ••• osIbJ. ". tholrperfonoaooo bY using them as you do

<hoppers have. a sureriilid. to quality: thO)' ID the liOni••
go by a nome they can trust, II ",tDJJ1 thIl;1 . AD this means 1,200 tesU Q week 00 pro-

_ have used and found reliablo. ~ like)"Ufebuoy Soap. Dalda Vanaspati
For nearly 70 YeaIS, peopl. ~ InJIl!<oI. 0J>d Gibbs SR Toothpaste.-famWar pro-

Hindustan Lover prodUCII boc:auootheir hlllb' .4t>cta b«:a""" th07 are ""
quality lias been unvtll)'Ina. Aa4 doo:f""" . wId<!y InI>tod, and .truatCd.

because we..... .~ l!lO7 - -
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~ARTNER
IiN-PROGR

In 67 free lands acrosa half the
wwld Caltex companies join .
enterprise to help bring oil and
better living to countl ••• milIi

PIEI.ROLEUM PRODUC a
_•••. __ .•. ...:......... • •••• •• • 0' ••••.••
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;THE WAY OF THE,

I' BUDDHA
• Size 19X9!. Contains over 400~

photographs ot monuments, sculptures 8
,& paintings with more than 25 COI01tJ',~

;piates, bound in rexine with jacket in ti
(two colours. , Rs. 30.00 R
~ (Post Free) ~

! ,.',., II
" It nas been designed as an album
8' narrating in pictures-the story of the
~. life of the Buddha and el'olution imd~,
81 spread, of Buddhism. In a special 81I:message to the Album Dr. S. Radha-
I krishnanVice-President of India says: I

II "Thi~ album represents the originI
, of Indian culture, the development of ~

~ Buddhism and the permanent influ-I
I ence whic,h Buddhism has, exerted ~
ti up,on India s cultural ,hIstOry. It 'shows I
~ how Buddhism is even today a vital 8Iforce in the life of the Indian people."

Available from' 'leading booksellers

or direct by post from:

•Mister ...
you'll. always. ha~e"
this sort of trouble

'unl~ss you insist on
GENUINE RUSTON SPARES

Beware of imitation :SPZlIIC' pans. They ara
made of'the wrong metal. They ale weak
Bnd ill-fitting. They are not properly heat.
Ireated. They are bound to wear out too
'soon, resulting in constant breakdowns.
So-unless you want to end up in the same
dilemma as 'the' gentleman above-insist
a/ways' on genuine 'Ruston Spares' - and
remember: these 'Ruston Spares', are backed
up by our service organisation which has .
been ,helping to' give, us truly satisfied
customers for the last 98 yean.

8 THE BUSINESS MANAGER,

PUBLICATIONS 'DIVISION
Ministry of I. ,& B.

P.B. No. 2011, Old Secretariat, Delht-8.

GREAVES COTTON
& ,COMPANY LTO.
1, Forbes Street, Bombay t.,
IJrQllches, Ahmedabad '. Banplcro

Coimbatote • Kanpur .
LIIdIIi • New DcIIII

:.::

i
_ .•... ~J
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BOOKS. ON NATIO'NAL
..]jEVELOPMENT

.~
Title Price Postage

We Plan for Prosperity

Achievemell ts and New Targets

People's Movement-Community Project in Pictures

Jawaharlal Nehru: Speeches on Planning and Deyelopmen~
(1952-56)

.0.60

2.00

0.75

0.25

0.19

0.25

0.20

Second Five "Year Plan-Official Summary
(Also available in "Hindi &-Other regional languages) 1.00

..;

0.25

Second Five Year Plan-Popular Summary
(Also available in regional la~guages)

India o~ March-Selies-Pamphlets on Achievementsof First
Five. Year Plan

0.35

Sorrow Turned. Prosperity 0.10

Towards Greater Industrialization .0:10 .

0.6

0.6

Available from leading booksellers or direct. by post from:

. ,~

y

0.6

.' .

0,10.

0.10

0.10

.3.10

- "'~ach
.O~25

All orders must accompfree.
order.

THE BUSINESS MANAGER,.

"~- ..~""'._ .

.Books worth Rs. 25.00 or above are sent post
advanc~ payment .preferably by crossed postal

.~

Decimal Coinage

Life Lines of the.:N:atioit

To ensure safe deliv.cry kindly send registration charges extra .

(Available' in English, Hindi, KannadaJ Bengali & Gujarati)

Towards"Socialism Through the' 'Plan
(Also .available in Urdu, Gujerati, Telugu, Tamil & Mara.thi)

More From Mother Eart~

Towards.A New Social-.Order
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A Set of SlX PERIODICALS" Projecting" ,
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Per copy 50 nP. Annual Rs. 5.

~
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fSOCIAL WELFARE

Chief Editor:.

KHUSHWANT SINGH

YOJANA

An intelligent man's guide to India's Five Year
Plans with a critical appraisal 'of the progress,
being-made in all spheres in all parts of the'
country. Issued every fortnight in English
and Hindi.

A monthly devoted to. the Community...j ~~\
Development Programmes in'~ Lhe country. I .-::'

Fully illustrated. ,.

Per copy 35nP. Annual Rs. 4.

KURUKSHETRA

Official organ of the Central So~cialWelfare
E.')a,rd. It .discusses the variouS aspects of
the social welfare problems in the country
through articles written by eminent men in
the field.
Illustrated monthI~T.

fer copy 50 nP. Annual Rs. 5.

The Hindu

RS.IO.

BHAGIRATH

.~.. ~

...,;1~ ~

Per copy Re. 1: .i"Annu~1.~" f

KASHMIR

••A monthly deVb"treato the life and problems.
of Kashmir.

}'ully illustrated with paintings, photograpbs
and sketches.

An offic~alorgan of Central ,"Yaterand Power
Commission issued mori;hly. It deals with
the -irrigation and power' projects in India.

"~I'-HE MARCH OF INDIA

~ :~;:;:~~:i~~record of India in its onward

.. 1" *,,\ ~~::-:,,~ >.' ,tt The Shnday News of Indta
.' "'.

"Every item~in the con'.ents' ,of the Journal
is interesting"

•

, Per copy 25 nP. Annual Rs. 3. • Price Per Co,PY10 nP.

. Annual subscription: Rs. 2.50each

Best media for advertising

Available from leading booksellers ana news agents or direc.! from:

THE PUBLICATIONS DIVISIO~
P.B. "2011, OLD SECRETARIAT, DELHI-8

" .- .•. ~.
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