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Famine

v+ 7. Eradication

Project of Jalore

BALRAM DUTT SHARMA

Rajasthan
with a population of 66,300,
living in .two towns and 603
" villages is again in the grip of
drought and famine. A Rs. two
crore famine eradication project,
sponsored by the Government of
India has been undertaken in this
district.

- A master plan was chalked out
to execute the project, Various
works based on needs and priority
are included in. the project. 38
irrigation’ works have been pro-
vided with Rs. 90 lakhs.
forest development, 20 forest areas
. are being repa:red and maintained

JALORE district in

at a.cost of Rs. 40 lakhs. Eleven
cattle grazing fields are being
'dcveloped in the district. Plan-

tation of trees on both sides of
the road has been undertaken at
a cost .of Rs, 6.65 lakhs.
~Rs. 1.70 lakhs have been provided
" for grass. collectlon centre. About

Rs- 35 lakhs will be spent on six-

water supply schemes. Construc-

tion -of various roads will be’

undertaken at a cost of Rs. 35
lakhs. :
Earlier in 1968 when rains

failed, the scarcity-hit peoplein the

Under the

other places. ThIIS was checked by
the Government through relief
measures. At that time 1,157 new
and 1,626 old pumping sets were
put to work, 3,318 new wells. were
dug, 16,477 old Wells were deepen-
ed and repalred Works of 56

toads, 22 1rr1gatlon 101 tanks. 11

soil protection pl'O_]eCtS “and five
works relating to| forests were in-

- troduced. Five tanks and 53 wells

for drinking water were built. 26
grass depots servéd the people to

make grass availa{b'le‘ at fair price.
'Such efforts contllnued tili 1970

A road under construction

During this period, work on 56
road works continued, number of
irrigation works increased to 57,
soil protection works increased to
58 and works relating to forest
reached nine. 36 new works were
created.

Heavy rains in 1971 caused the .
closure of relief steps, but when in-
1972 the rains failed again, the
people and cattle of the district
.were again put to test. 'But the
Government had prepared itself
to face the problem through the
Famine Eradication project.

"Another

COMPOST wEEk

THE States have been asked to -

observe
Ju]y 1973.

A sum of Rs. 58 Iakhs has been
carmarked by the Food " and
-Agriculture Mlnisltr'y-towards the
development of |local manurial
resources this year.

compost week .durmg

These activitie$ are in advance

P - 3 ! 3 os.n
.of the Ministry’s, more ambitious

Rs. 12 crore Fifth Plan proposal
to raise the annual production of
urban compost to 7.5 _ million
tonnes .and of rural compost to
350 million tonnes.

"boards, panchayats,

The compost week. w1Il ‘be-ob-
served atall levels. All relevant go-
vernment departments,’ municipal
and villagers
will be mvolved :

‘Girls Find a Way Out

NEAR ALLEPPEY IN _KERALA, . the

“student participants'—moétly girlg—

of the “Youth Against. Famine’
campaign found it difficult initially
to establish rapport with the village
wemen.. They hit upon the idea of
overcoming this difficulty by organis-
ing a cooking competition. for the
village. women. The reSponsc TWas
good '

district had started migrating to
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GOD’S PEOPLE
-GANDH’IJI called, them Harijans. or God’s ' people But
their contmumg misery would suggest that they are
perhaps a God-forsaken people.-. The Teport of the Commis-

| sioner for Scheduled: Castes and- Tribes, repeats with dreary
-monotony, year after year, that there has not been -any

appreciable improvement in the conditions of these depres-
sed classes who constitute one fifth of our population. It is

1'a sad refléction on our freedom to hear, in this silver jubi-
dee year of our Independence; -

‘that the system of bonded

-labour still exists in-certain parts of our country.. . There are

also. periodic reports of crude. expressions of prejudice
against them in the forms of boycott, lynching and burning.
The situation-is fraught with danger as evidenced by the
revolts in.some tnbal areas in the recent past. Violence has
of course, been curbed but its.roots continue to exist,

tis true that the Government has taken many measures
for the uplift ofthese classes ‘such as the ban .on untouch-
ability; reservauon in the legislatures, services and mstnu-
tions of technicall educanon liberal scbolarshlps etc. But
these "concessions beneﬁt only a small proportion of these
people. Their general 1mprovement can be brought about
only through agrarian reforms, curbs on usury and more
fac1htres for starting subs:drary occupatlons like. datry
farmmg Further,| the legal provisions " intended for .their
benefit are not faithfully rmplemonted because of the col-

| Tusion between the exploiting. classes ‘and local officials.
.Both higher officials and popular representatives should

exercise stricter Supervrsron on this count. There is a greater
responsab:hty on. the part of the leaders of these communi-

ties ia not explomng them for. pohtlcal purposes but in

serving them withi dedication. The ordinary members of
these classes should also realise that they stand a better
chance of wnnnmg their rights if they organise themselves
on economic basis in alliance with the other weaker sections
of society Individually, they 'shouid educate themselves
more ngorously ancli work efficiently in the jobs which they
might get. They should also exercise tact and festraint in
strugghug agalnst the explontmg classes “‘

Last -but not least, there is an urgent need for revwmg
the’ campaign for 'educatmg the general public. This task
has almost been glven -up after Gandhiji. After. all, sl
sections:of our socwty have to learn to live together in peace
and amity and this can be effected only through a change’ of

heart




THE EDUCATlVE ROLEi

i

OF SOCIAL WORKER%

INDIRA G

THERE Is no dearth of schemes in India, schemes
which are on paper, some of them being implemented
and many others in people’s minds. Witk all this,
only a very small area of the country has réally been
covered by the social service that is mecessary ina
country like India. Much of this responsibility is
certainly that of the Government, but I entirely
agree that the voluntary effort is very important and
no work that the Government does can really reach
down'to the people unless the people themselves feel
involved. And I think it is not only the task of the
Central Board and the State Boards to do’ some
work, but it is equally their task to continue to
involve more and. more of the local people in what-
evér work is being done or whatever scheme is being !
implemenited. Today .there is a great need for
having a far greater sense of involvement, civic
consciousiess where a city is concerned and cqually
of course-in the rural aréas, consciousness of what
kind of society we want to build; what kind of
neighbourhood we want to have.

We know in our country that pesticides. have
helped a great deal to iricrease production, but now
after steady use of pesticides over a number of years
we find that some of the worst pests survived the
poison whereas the lesser ones which helped in many
ways are killed off. All the social workers have to
look today mot only to the schemes which arein
effect, but also to the programmes of prevention of
future harm to people and to the community and to
nature. - First we have to educate them to use chemi-
cal fertilizers. -But there must be a judicious use ‘of
them and there must be a balanced use of the organic
manures, compost and so on, Similarly, the
question of health. Our health services are improving
and expanding. The Social Welfare “Boards also
have various rural centres and the Mahila Mandals
which look after some aspects of women’s and
children’s health, But I think it is understood now
that we can never provide health services to the
whole population unless there is a very wide network
of preventive work and consciousness. Further we
have been able to contain some diseases, but others
which are more dangerous such as leprosy,- are on
the increase that too at a time when it is a very cura-
ble disease, Today there is no reason why anybody
w1th leprosy cannot be fully cured, but the difficulty

*From the. Prime. Mmrsrer s inaugural speech at the 12th Cen-
ference of the Chairmen, State Sacial Welfare Adwsar) Boards,
New DeHu, May8 *73 - E N
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is that at the stage of infection or contagion, leprosy
does not show. It is necessary to have education
among ordinary people and try to create a demand
in the public that there should be at least a yearly
check-up in all iastitutions where large numbers of
Epeople' meet, If we could have this once-a-year
check-up, at least those who have it could have
the treatment at an carlier stage and there would be
i greater chances of lesscmng suﬁ'crmg to them as well
as to others.
Similarly, a short time ago the Pre51deut of the .
!World Association for the Prevention of Blindness
was here and I was informed that blindness is on the
| increase in India merely because of lack of knowledge,
! mostly at the rural level, or rural parents or
" teacher. They said many babies would not be
blind or have a bad eye sight if they had justa llttle'.
I bit of green in their, diet. The green does not neces-
i sarily be a known vegetable. It can be any non-poiso-
nous green leaf or anything that is tested and seen
I to be edible,
Similariy, there are certain small infections whlch
| if treated immediately by putting some eye-drop can
be cured at that age and it will not recur. I am told
| that countries such as Egypt-have tackled this pro-
| blem merely through schools. That is the school
! teachers as well as the older children look after
 younger children. No extra doctor or machinery,
1cqu1pment or personnel is needed. And they have
! been able to eradicate things like trachoma and so
on thereby improving the general eye-sight of the
people as 4 whole. '
I have just given these two examples but I am
‘sure you are fully aware of the need for cleanliness
of the edvironment as well as in 'personal habits to
future good health. :
Fortuoately none of these programmes really
needs any money. If it is a question of physical
check-up, of course it does need an expert medical
practitioner. But it can bz tied up with local health
centres, local hospitals and so on.
There is also need to activate the ordinary citizen
- with regard to something like literacy. It does not.
take a lot of time, energy or ‘money for one person
to teach one or two other people and make them lite-
rate. If. women take up this work, we could

' immediately ‘make great strides in improving the
standard of literacy in our country.

The village crafts are not only uséful as an outlet

for the personality and the individuality of our rural
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womenfolk-and-others.—They-are not~only “good—~for
giving some shght employment,-but they can be used
for S0TE "G changesjmj socxctyfwhléﬁ‘ﬁwej
want. You all perhaps know how the Madhubani

“rjustTasTpart ol théireveryday ~tife;of thelr
or festwmes,iwedd]ngs and so on s £
2,50 whitTiam! askmgsthe Socml;We]fare ‘Board is
not on]y to function in the field of actually doing

STSHip™

-paintings.have.come.on.thezworld. stagel,ufo t-instance.—thi ngs==l.know_their_.practical._work..is._good.and..

Here was an art that upeducated rural women of one

part of Bihar were indulging in on holtdays and N equa]ly active in the fi

festivals. We have a good export |trade now m
Madhubani and if we could produce more, we would
beiiablextoiéxporntu more ghecause, sthére risma jgréat
demand in the United States, Canada and Germany
and;-so cony Now, ssimifarly,, I.,.thlnk there must be
many thmgs which our women arelm‘q}gin_hg,.g:j_t;hgg

they are to be congratulated on it-—but also to be
fisld of ideas, to be thinking
‘out ‘new programmes many of which may not need
large funds or even much experience, and if we can
getatheg:wholercountry (thinking inthis:way: pelsthink
that :willjbe thesmajor revolution fandisit willzhelp
s stoi,go;rabead;rm weveryiiother-directidnn whiclizwe
wanfdo. ovgd e d Icioveinmos .aciiczilgnoinaa
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amnlal products ,[The hortlage of £{ammai protemqs
OnlyL about, 12, - per
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. imy the availability pof, ithisy in givarigus, strata of
econom\tp BIOUPpSsin our COURLEY:; I don tc_tf_imigjg‘n,ty

FLof Lie s ey

of our. peopieogetgeygn 50 g.tam‘SQOfs:m.r,lkapsgad._axmm '

16} Usc;ofzsctentlﬁcaknowledg‘e;'andaintcnsivesram‘m.'ﬂ
husbandry practices] icafecettaiftly:enablesitoirdtiain
hlgher animal,production .and dthus;provide; better
standard of.nutrltlon ;torour:population.; seinngic evii
-1maAds adl-<ott. eﬂ‘ortim sanimal . husbandtyn dévelop-
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Increasmg‘,mtlk gproductlonsbyfgmtroductng cross-
breedmg an aa.-]arge-scalc,,,mam]y__,;on qthlepabljgr_,n
of.gKatra{ Dlstmct ~Cogperative, okUmon, <iSis being
taken up, i]m many +payts,;of; the country,;. milch
cattle ls,belngl malntalned DYn8 agnculturalr labourers
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Wedker tsedtivns toflthev farming"J commumty ulThe
possibilities OF Sintensivel poatthy2iprédations opens
outiranother t2areas forisilproviding treccupatiod to
agrtculturala-labourers aSirhilarlg, manyother:occupas
tionsssuchias sraisingfof pigsiimilch- -goats dnd: sheep-
shearing and gradingitéchniques; et¢lztdn.create cons
siderable,amount,of work:in the . tural.areas leading to
a;substanttahmcreasenln tncomefor, ,the rural; ;gem:
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nemp[oymeut andqunderemployment.” aAgr.lculture
prowdes only seasonalmemploymentqéo ﬂlal).ougers
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THE *Mesrnradlcal change;mdhe hlstory of; Britainjs
official.employment service haspgot: undermwazﬂfrom
May- 23dw1th the:opening-of;a new: kind,, ochcntregito
meet thepneeds.rofy empleyers:and ‘Job‘scckers incthe
modern.-labou ,arketﬂgiKnowu paszadg® Jobcentre’l,’
it+isgthe lﬁrst;j of; r40_;~t03be«opened oyerdhe next, 12
months. uGtIBiEt"“

—1ad 1S, bJobeentres’, will, . goffer, a. S\’i{l&,; !mfussy
serf}uccslzn three,tiers—a self-serv1ce an.; ,mterwcwwg

jservice, with. Specially, tramcdq emv_plg_y‘ngﬁ:nt szcjl’_v??%_};s‘-
1z':lltr)lr}lﬁbetcl': up sen;tces mcludmg occupatg%nﬁalﬁg'}lnd-
ance, specxa] help for the disablcd-—and_adwce_om
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. Nationalised Banks

I

[

and the Rural Poore,

i
i ]

AK. MONDAL* o

THE RESOURCES of commercial banks .are being incre-
asingly utilised to meet the credit gap.in the
agricultural sector. Following social control and
nationalisation, commercial banks have shown
increasing interest in the agricultural sector and the
.volume- of direct” finance on agriculture by these
banks increased from Rs. 50 million in 1966 to
" Rs. 2,360 million as on 30th June, 1971, There was
a marginal fall of Rs. 43 crores in deposit growth in
1972 compared to the growth of the order of Rs.
1,209 crores in 1971, due to various factors:acting
upon the banking system. In respect of expansion,
by June 1972, the banks have added 635 branches to
those of 1,801 in 1971 -and 2,141 in1970.

Thé amount:-outstanding -against  agriculture

remained steady at Rs. 395 crores between December |

1971 and Juné-end 1972; ‘when -the number of
accounts had fallen to over 10 lakhs.- T
‘It has been 'estimated that the tecovery of
agricditﬁra‘l advances in 1hé first year after national-
isation i.e. the year ending June *70 came to about
64 per cent of the "d'e'nﬁand and  that in the yecar
“niding June *71 about 58 per cent. The position did
fot ifiprove in the yéar 1972 because ‘of widespread
drought in some parts of the- country. T
" ’'gpeaking to “bankers at a mecting held in Delhi
Y.B. Chavan, said that the ‘progress of our banking

indostry “bas been less than'satisfactory and -certa-
inly short of" public * expectations™ in" respect of

L

middle men who take the opportunity for exploiting

~ them.

i

during Januvary *73, ‘tbe Unioh Finance Minister, Shri l
|

|

l¢nding to priority sectors. - He pointed out that' the

emall farmers, small entrepreneurs “and the self-:
employed - people with small scale operations ‘““were |
.edged- out by the traditionally prescribed rigid con-;
‘ditions’ of - credit-worthiness” and stressed  on
'tk 'impérative - heed” for’ ‘“a changé in-their
mental make-up’ in- order to cater: to the-credit
needs of the poorer sections: - He  also told the bank

chairmen to be ready to extend bank finance to the |
people: who would.be benefited by the land teform |
legislation, o S R
- It is High time that the conventional and cumber-

‘some procedure of advance is fully liberalised befit-
ting the conditions of different-localities. ~If this is .
“done, ‘small farmers- may- ngt"havé‘t"o depcnd.on}

4\

srield Oﬁcer, Uﬁite;:iﬂ éo;ﬁ}r;.erc‘iai.

Bank, Utrarpara,‘;ﬁHaoglrly,
West Bengal : -

Another requirement is for “extending  rural
banking facilities nearest to  f{he farmers where
- deposit mobilisation and credit expansion can run
- side by side, o '
| The commercial banks in most of the areas seem
| to lack immediate capabilities of qualitative and
| quantitative manpower for tackling- -agricultural and-
]Arelatgd activities in the rural areas. The District
| Development offices are yet to be set up even in the
lead districts, not to speak of the other areas. The
! power for sanctioning loans of higher quantum and

! for taking decisions on policy matters are yet lying*

. embedded in the files of the head offices. Until the
powers and the authority of taking® decisions ‘are
‘passed on to the district and the lower levels, pro-
mpt 'écti'oié cannot be expected. o ‘

A primary cause as to why bank advances have
suffered setback even after four years of national-
isation is the poor repayment of the advances made
so far. The bankers who are yet uncertain about
the date of recovery, feel hesitant in further extending

advances.

Suggestions - , . _ y
- In order to solve these problems and improve ‘the
situation a few suggestions are given, - .- . .oy

1) Every potential area should be-covered by the .

branch expansion programme. In .these branches
rural-oriented staff and field officers-should function
in constant touch with‘. the. weaker - sections: for
making them:economically viable.. . =
. 1) Natioridlised: banks ‘should have their fespec-
tive organisations to deal with thea gricultural sector
right:from head-office to lowest.levels. “With decent-
ralisation .of powers at.different tiers they should be
ableito implenient schemies freely and promptly.
*'.3)-In order to improve the: position of recovery of
advances ‘infrastructure should be created to over-
come “the problems caused by ‘vagaries of ndture by
arranging irrigation and”.draindge facilities; *etc.,

throughout “the ‘year so that crop failure may not -

stand in thie way of recovery of bank finance.

'4) The activities of SFDA and MFAL should ‘be
strengthened. ~Thus 44 environment may_be cregted
for economic development of the area. - % ...l

it
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'5) The area of operation of diffefent credit -

|
institutions should be demarcated in such a way as

to a.d overlapping of activity;
6) Credits are to_be provided on the basrs of the
total proposed activity rather than based on the srze
of the land held. D
7} The National Commission on Agr;cullure has
recommended that credit agencies should take: direct

lnterest in the supply of mputs and in arran'giu_g of

“union of -Farmers’

‘sefvices 1o enable the borrowers to absorb the credit.

L .
The agencies should encourage and finance viable
units of inputs, custom services, storage, transporta-

_.tion and marketing. These services can be rendered

by formrng Farmers’ Service Society. There can be a
‘Service Societies at the distriet
level which will coordinate and maintain linkage
with the- lead bank and the agcncres (SFDA and
MFAL) :

W T

I

- Farmers and Information Sources:

A PLANNED AND calculated communtcltt:on . strategy
for extending agrlcultural technologyl amoug the.
farmers is necessary in order’ to 1ncrease agncultural
production in JIndia. There are many sources of
mformatlon for the farmers to know |about“the new
farm technology It has been noted “that ~ some
farmers are exposed to a relatrvely larger number of
information’ solrces ‘than others It has also been’
noted that some™ farmers discuss” the 1nformat10n
received "by them from dlﬂ”erent 1nform'atron sources,
wrth othér farmers more oftéri than certam -others do.

It is also seeii that the extent of farmers’ exposure to
different - mformauon ‘sources”- affects’ their- attitude,-
©* - means.. that the exposure of the 79. 33 per cent far-

knowledge and adoption ofrmproved farm practicés:

~'In this context an effort was ‘made| to determiné
the - d:ﬁ'erentlal ‘vse of agrlcultura] 1nformatlon
sources by the- farmers’ for - thé- cultwatrou of hlgh-
yre]dlng varieties of crops. © ¢ . "

“Rutfka Kalan Block (Goraya) frlom ‘out” of the‘

total 12 blocks in J ullundur district, Punjab, was
selected for the- purpose of a study by'random sampl-

ing. Seven out 6f 59° Villages in the block ‘were select-

ed at random:’-"About 25. per: cent'farmers from each.
selected village, formrng in all 150 farmers constltut-
ed the sample. P : Sl

"As many as 18- mformatton sources, whlch :are
used mostly by- the farfmers’ were s'elected on: the
basrs of a pilot study.- : e -

- The communication behaviour of the farmers was
operatidnalized *“‘as- the'dégree "of| an individual
farmer’s exposure with 'thé:- various information

sources through ‘which “the: 'teéhnologies are.-trafi--

smitted”. :In:*6rder to assessthe falmers degree of
exposure ‘with': the ¥ various - selécted " information
‘the:

!
sources the -farmers - were' asked: to- mdtcate

'Dr AS Sandhu is’ Assocmre Profe.r.sor, Exrensron Educatzon

at’ PAU, Ludhiana while - Shvi- Ddrbari Lal is Lecrurer in-

Extension at Khelsa College, Amritsar .

e oascsaNpHus T T
. DARBARLLAL* 1.

frequency jof :contact with: the various information.
sources- thropgh- which .they received -as well as
passed.on the information on high-yielding varieties.

The. data were; collected through personal interyiéw
with the- respoudents on a structured.schedule.

1.

Flndmgs g R T T T SV

o

The ﬁndmgs of thrs study revealed that 36 per
cent farmers had .low, 43 33 per cent had medlum‘
and 20.67 per cent farmers ‘had. high communrcatiou
behawour1 in respect of farm technology Thus a
majority of the Punjab farmers i.e. 79.33 per cent,
had low to. medrum communrcatron behavrour which.

mers with the various information sources ranged
from low to medtum

- The study showed that in order of rmportauce
fafmers "’ frequently recotved rnformatron on farm
techuology from sourceslike famlly members frrends/
relatrves V L.Ws, uerghbours, cooperatrves, fellow
oultrvators ‘radio farm’ broadcasts and’ fertrhzer/seed
stores to'which ‘they” are 'relatively ‘more ‘exposed-
than sources Ilke farmers’ of outside ‘'villages,’ A.E.Os
and'marKet ‘committées.” It is. intetesting’ to note
that -B:D.P.Os, P.AU. scientists and agricultural
extensron trammg programme through ‘which
fatmers received informatior on’ farm technology
are the least utrhsed sourees. ' . :

In the . case of hlgh commumcatron behav1our
farmers”the use -of sources like exteuslon ageucy,
farm ltterature . demonstration and extensron tram-
1ng programmies is consrderably higher in comparlson
10 those,farmers with medium and low communica-
tion behavrour, who' mostly used web- of-word of
mouth, radio and mfra -structure as their 1mportant
sources of information, for gettmg information on’
farm technology e S
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in 1961, the percentage of literacy in- the country
was 24, in 1974t Twaszy; 45‘€orfa@ast coufiry,
like India, a five per  cent rise is not $o bad a pro-
gress. __Yet_ituis-an_unfortunate_fact.of history.t that
India has the largest number of illiterates in the

_world. It is an alarming situation.
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countrymen We, cannot, aﬂ'ord to deny,that. we are.all;
getting our, educatmnr at, thelr ‘cost..} After.all, ,trynto .

recollect:. the ;amount chat you sor: I, spent, for our,

post-graduatq,educanon,mlt,qwas hardly ﬁfteengto
twenty prupees. per;} head;,.Cany you,.get,dt withouty
social subsidy? Are we not. .denying,the ; rest,of their
nght of educatmn" Are we not usurping their share
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that our universities or schools can play their due
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of Educatlon has taken some steps in |h|s direction
through_the N.S.S. Scheme. Through_such _projects
our youth can be gainfully employed 1o introduce

*UHQUAZthE fhree R's in the villages.
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operatmgjalscheme to eradicate; Llhtcracy..among rthts:,
adultupopulanon .],Iti 151; an‘,_eﬁ‘ort]ltol improye,their;
lot,,and ;create m;;thcm ~an,urge;,for,change. ] from
traditional qto; progresswe ys0ciety.plhere, hasu!.also:
be:f:nﬂaqj honcstaig:ﬁ'ort?_band xpenment by“a jgint
integrated; programme; of the three ;Centrzﬂ”mm:si-j
trles,q ng10Education,4 Agrlculture -and;Information,
and Broadcasting in the:rn.Farmers,;Functlonal
Literacy;Brogramme; dltgauns at helping tl the llhte-
rate, farmers 10i;agquirg,pnot | onlyd Jliteracy rbut;
also(agncultural‘{(lcnow-howowhlchg could, be s, used,
byuthcm.v,At ;!Indore-{and +Nagpur cxperiments: are;
bemg made to lspreadlllteracy rtoumdustmal bwo‘rlc_ers 5
Ministry of Educatlon. But agamst the ibackground_,
Qf‘;gthgirhug@?b?ﬁklog a0f ,thejjpast; accumulatlon of
in the ocean. Our mdustr]al concems ‘can~ gamfullyj
start adult:l educationj centres, Cattachedm{to artheir
industrigsii as; alomatterhofd.conventionigsKactory.
workers-can; getrintroduced to-ithe three;Ris. imqdheir;
spare:time. Fhis;willjbring twol good r'esu'lt-s“ Eirstly;.
the rfactoryaqworkers:wﬂl he gaxnfullyJemployed outr;
sidé the.oworking.ohours: yoiThey swilld:add cto;their,
efficiency.:»iSecondlysthere;will, be industrial peace.,
A',§21§1t_&0f harmony“bgtwecn the employeﬁ gnd the :
employers;, w1]1,3lnam ﬁcertaln add o the, Iotalrpro
duction in our factories:ivah .ymWeD nzlatA 1o nohwnivd
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J)rmkmg Water in Assam Rural Areas—A Survey

efe

- -l -

PROVIDING DRINKING water to people in rural areas is

a major problem .in India, particulari;% in . Assam.
The programme of rural water fac:htms excluding

the programme of piped waler supp]y, has been

launched in Assam through the C.D. Blocks which
are implemented by the Gaon Panchayats The
Gaon Panchayats Spend a substancial amount on
this programme.

To assess the avallabxhty of drmkmg water in the
rural areas of Assam, asurvey ‘was conducted in a
Gaon Panchayat Holoiphukan; 24 kl‘.i] away from
Sibsagar, the district headquarters.
- covers eight villages with an area of]| 54286acrcs
It has 920 households'and a populataon of 5,745 as
per 1961 census. The findings general]y hold good
for almost all the rural areas of Assam.

The main sources of water in these villages are
tube-wells, ring-wells, ponds-owned- bgr
common ponds, old tanks and rivcrsll. There is no
piped water supply scheme in or near the villages at
-present. Though the resources of tﬂe Gaon Pan-
- chayat are limited around Rs. 4,000, 1b is spending a
considerable amount on improving the facilities for
drinking water. So far it has installed 23 tubewells
and two ring-wells. It has given cash assistance for
improvement of 14 common ponds and five old
tanks. These arc not at all suﬂiclent -

The survey showed that in Summer 46.5 per ccnt
of the households take water from thleu' own ponds,
20.8 from common ponds 14.0 from tubeweils, 8.8
from tanks, 7.3 from rivers and 2.6 from ring wells..
In winter 35.9 per cent households take water from
common ponds, 19.8 from tube wells,!15.6 from own
ponds, 9.2 from rivers and 3.0 from ring wells.
Tube wells and _ring wells form the main sources of
drinking water in the rural areas. Hence most of
the people in the panchayat are not gettmg hygienic
water.

A comparative study of water from_dlﬁ'er_ent
sources indicate that pond water

merge these ponds. This spreads water-borne diseases.

As the level of water in the ponds falls in winter it
becomes very- dirty. - The rivers .in the area are not
deep. Their water is also not clean. | It is not fit for
drinking purposes. Comparatively |the water in

*Junior Research Investigator, Agro-economic Research. Centre
Jfor North East India, Jorhat

Thls “panchayat .

individuals, -

is not safe for
drinking in summer because- frequént floods sub-.

K GOGOI* 1
o I

tanks remams very clear in both seasons and.people
like to utlltse it for drinking purpose.

It was found that on an average there is one
tube- welI/rmg well for every 37 house-holds and 230
persons in 'the Panchayat area. These are not:
equally distributed.. One village has one well among
104 households and 685 persons compared.to one
for only I3 households and 120 persons in another.
In one village there is no well at all. Therefore, it
is suggested that more tube-wells should be mstalled
to serve the rural people.

More funds should: be made available to the
Gaon Pancbayats to install tube-wells and to pre-
serve and improve old tanks and-big village ponds.

To prevent the spread of water-borne diseases
the habit of using hygienic water should be incul-
cated among the villagers.

LITERACY PLAN CATCHES UP

Tue FuncTIONAL Literacy Programme for farmers,
which is now implemented in 65 districts will even-
tually be extended to-all 100 districts selected by the
Ministry of Agriculture, .

The progress made by the programme was dns-
cussed recently at a meeting of the Parliamentary -
Consultat:ve Committee for the Ministry of Educa-
tion. The report of the Ministry said that during. a
four-year period from 1969, not only did the pro-
gramme result in making 1.08 lakh farmers function-

ally literate, but also made them aware of the

benefits of a better environment. The farmers began
to react favourably to social amenities like sanita-~
tion, ‘access roads, draindge, drinking water and
irrigation,

The Central Advisory Board of Education has'

_ approved a three-fold strategy for thé Fifth Plan

programme of adult education. It consists of the

' liquidatio:n of illiteracy in the age group- 15-25,

linking of literacy programmes with employment
programmes and the development of literacy pro-

grammes among adults through voluntary services.
‘Members- of Parliament have been told that.a
scientific evaluation of the programme carried out
in one of the districts of Uttar Pradesh showed that
the programme- had developed literacy. skills, dis-
seminated “knowledge of improved agricultural
practices; speeded up the adoption rate of these
pract:ces and also effected certain attitude changes. |
‘, : (From THE INDIAN EXPRESS)
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Best Panchayat

- [T 2 s

Union in Tiruchi

unique |
the

THIRUMANOOR Panchayat Unim_l -has the
distinction of getting the rolling shield for

‘best Panchayat: Union: in Tiruchirapalli district * |
- cal fertilisers.

‘during the years 1968-69, 1970-71 and 1971-72. The
rollirig shield is being given to the Panchayat Union
which- achieves the highest progress in all lhe deve-
lopmental activities in the district. -

~This" panchayat - upion 'has ‘made’ spect-acular

achicvements in the field of agricultural production,
education, ‘cooperation -and other social - welfare
--87 per cent of. the families in the pan-’

activities.
chayat union area have been brought under the
agricultural production plans. The technical know-
how required .for. the same ‘was taken to the,very
doors of the farmers,- The response. was also very
encouraging.
) Forty -two per cent of the children in the schools
were covered under the mid-day meals programme.
Contributions in kind and ‘cash were collected from
the public. to: meet -the expenses.. 84 .per .cent of
the schools were prov:ded with good buildings.
Wherevér -the. panchayats -were ‘not in a position to
construct their own’'school buildings; the Union came
with financial - assistance. 35 social  education
centres are functioning within “the Umon .area.
Books, magazines-and:ngwspapers were - supplled to
these centres,
receptive and responsive to the new farm techniques,
the farmers were persuaded to llsten to the . agrlcul-
tural broadcasts.

~ Pre-broadcast . briefitig and post broadcast dlS-

cussions were held with .the help of the convenors, -

and doubts .raised by the ryots were got cleared.
This has-helped to britig .modern_ scientific research
and results obtained thereon to the very doots of
the ryots residing in remotest corners of the villages.
The -activities of the Rural Radio Forums have also
helped. to introduce modern agricultural practices
and in augmenting food production.

". Fifty-four schools had taken to kitchen garden-
ing during the year 1971-72. The produce from
thése gardens were used for mid-day meals.

Mahalir Mandrams are functioning in all .the
VJIlages Apirt from giving training for women in
embroidering, sewing, dress making and gardemng
these Mandrams -were engaged in family planning
propaganda and collectlon of funds for the smail
savings scheme.-

As regards cooperatlon 80 per cent of the credit.
needs of the ryots'were met by cooperafives.” Apart
from giving loans, cooperatives were engaged in

10

With. a view to making the farmers

dlstrlbutlon of fertitisers, sugar and other essentral
reqmrements of ryots.

- The Union also undertook distribution of chemi-
316 tonnes of fertilisers were distri-

"buted. This has helped the farmers to keep away:
‘from black marketeers and other exploiters.

!

All the villages in this union have been provided

'with link roads except Ramanallur, which is a small

‘hamlet situated like an island in the midst of cole-
'roon river. Even in this hamlet one higher elementary
school is functioning. All children of school-gomg

:age have been got admitted in this school.

. During the year no meeting of the councrl ‘was

.adjourned for want of quorum and all decisions were'
taken unanimously after mature and lively discus-
sion. o T
F.P.O. Tiruchirapalli

' New Project for Curing Catarhct

‘mology at the Madurar Medical College,

SCIENT[STS in Boston Massachusetts are developrng
a -new surgical procedure for India-that _promises to
benefit people everywhere whose sight is threatened
by eye cataracts—an abnormahty of the eye in which
t_he_lens becomes opaque. , _ )

- Dr. Charles Schepens, - Boston ophthalmologist
hopes to have a pilot prOJect using the new technique
under way in India before the end of this year..
Actually, the /‘brain” behind the pro;ect is Dr.G.
Head of the department of ophthal-
Tamil
Nadu. He had drscussed the need for such a pro_wct'
with Schepens during a visit to Boston in [972.
Schepens had visited Indian villages a year earlier,

+ The new instrument named ‘‘cataract’ fragmen-
thtor” makes possible the pulverizing of the cataract
inside the eye before it'is removed. -

@ With the new procedure, the cataract would be
removed from the eye after making a small inci-
sion—one-fifth the size ‘of the 32 millimeters normally
required for such surgery.

 The Boston ‘““fragmentator’ is a smalI hand-held
instrument. It is powered by compressed air fed
through a hollow cable. Any village, which has
instruments to inflate an automobile tyre, has the
means to power the instrument.

! When the Boston specialists complete their clinical
tests in the United States, the new instrument will be
brought to India and its usé demonstrated by a team
of doctors. The pro;ect then erl be--in-the -hands-

of Indian physicians. .-
From THE AMER[CAN REPORTER

Venkataswami,
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Leather Ind'ustry'

.LEATHER INDUSTRY occupies the pride of place in the
industrial development of Tndia. With an estimated
output of over Rs. 200 crores per annum its export
is of the order of Rs. 90 crores. It provides full-
time and part-time employment to lover 8§ lakh
persons. This industry is predomindntly operated
on small and cottage scale basis. This sector alone
accounts for nearly 85 per cent of the country’s
total production.

Leather indusiry is a traditionall craft with a
large number of small units spread all over India.
Till redently, most of the. exports werf?I in the form of
raw skins, semi-tanned and tanned leathers. In
order to earn more foreign exchange, it is necessary
for us to diversify production and|export more of
finished leather and leather products. * Annual pro-
duction target of 20 crores pairs has |been envisaged
by 1973-74. The export target for the same period
has been placed at 1.20 crore pairs valuing Rs. 20
crores. As leather footwear item has been reserved
exclusively for production in small scale sector, the
Small Scale Industries Developmen’t Organisation
(SS1DO) has fixed a target.of settmg up- 150 mecha-
nised leather footwear units with a capacity of 300

to 400 pairs each per day. Satlsfactery progress has

been made already in this respect and both produc-
tion and export targets are likely to be achieved by
the end of the Fourth Plan period.

" The _SSiDO is rendering assistance in mechani-
sation of small scale units for fabrication of
finished leather, footwear and leather goods.

The SSIDO has a network of Small Industries
Service Institutes and Extension Gentres Of the
12 Leather Extension Centres, one each is located at
Madras and Agra -and these twh- centres-render
advanced training in footwear manufacture. During
the last decade over 1,400 persons have been trained
in these centres alone Two Extension centres at
Erode and Tangra (Calcutta) are pllowdmg common
facility and training in manufacture of finished
leathers. These centres are bcmg modernised to

impart qualitative and up-to-date téchnical service to -
cemtres at .

the industry. Two other ExtenSion
Meerut and Jullundur are devoted|to tmproving the
production techniques of sports gdods industry and
are meeting the needs of training and common
facility. The Extension Centres at Trichur, Ranch:,
Rewari, Jodhpur, and Mamcktola in Calcutta train
‘the workers and provide. common facilities to the
footwear industry.

Trainees working in their-own-manufacturing unit ..

In-order to accclerate indigenous fabrication of
machinery required for this industry, the National
Small Industries Corporation has decided to set up

_& production-cum-training eentre for leather mach-
_inery during the current plan period. The prototypes

manufactured by this PTC will facilitate manufac-

“ture of the required machinery indigenously. -

A LIGHTER WITHOUT FUEL
I

. P .
A ‘new German -cigarette' lighter needs no fuel
and owes its flame to energy taken from thz sun.
The “Solartronic™ fighter is equipped with speaal
solar cells which transform light into electric’ energy
A small steel accumulator stores this energy and
when fully charged, the lighter can be used 1,500
times. To be charged again, -the “Solartronic” has
1o be kept out in the sunilight for a short while and
it is ready again to light up more cigaréttes.

(GERMAN NEWS)
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Panchayati Raj in

Kerala ®

M.A.

PANCHAYATI RAJ as visualised by the Balwantrai
Mehta Committee has not been introduced in Kerala.
The legislation for Panchayat Samithies {Panchayat
Union Councils) and Zilla Parishad is yet to be
. passed. But village Panchayats, the basic units in
the three tier system of decentralised administration,
. are functioning very effectively in Kerala.

. Century—old History

It will be interesting to trace the century- old
history of local self-Government in Kerala. The
State was formed after the Re-organisation of States-
on November 1, 1956, by the integration of the
erstwhile Travancore Cochin State' and the Malabar
area of the former Madras State, Some system
of local administration was in existence in all
the three areas. The carliest step of local adminis-
tration in the region now comprising Kerala was the
constitution of Local Fund Circle in 1871 by the
Madras Government in Malabar area. This was
followed by the formation of Village Unions in 1884
and the Village Panchayats in 1920. The Madras
Village Panchayat Act was repealed by the Madras
Local Board Act, 1930, and this remained in force
till a new Panchayat Act was brought into being in
Kerala. ’

So far as Cochin area was concerned, Samtary
"Boards were constituted in 1880 which were changed
as Town Councils in 1910 followed by the Cochin
Panchayat Act of 1913. This Act was in force till
the integration of the State with Travancore and
Malabar to form Kerala.

In the Travancore area Sanitary Committees were
constituted in 1878, They were replaced by the
Town Improvement Committees. in 1894, followed
by the Travancore Panchayats Act of 1925. By
another Act of 1940 known as Travancore Village
Unions Act the Government constituted Village
Unions in areas where there were no Panchayats.
They were not much different from Village Pancha-
yats. '

According to the Panchayat laws then in force,
* members were elected to the Panchayats functioning
in Malabar area and were nominated to ‘the
Panchayats in Cochin and Travancore areas. The
Panchayats in Cochin area were given powers to

*Information Office ¥, Press Information Bureau, Trivandrum
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' deal in matters. connected with rural development
and rural life. .

.~ After Independence steps were taken for the re-
:con'sti'tu'tion of Panchayats. In 1950 the existing
Panchayat Acts were repealed and a new Act known
'as Travancore-Cochin Panchayat Act, 1950, was
'.pass;:d. But in the Malabar area which was then
- part of Madras State, the Local Board Act of 1957 as
amended, was in force. After the formation of the

State of Kerala the then existing Acts controlling
the working of the local bodies were rescinded and
a new Act called Kerala Panchayats Act,

1961

c_a‘me into forcé._ This new Act iIs very progressive
coimpared to the previous Acts pgoverning the
funcuons of Local Bodies. The new Act stipulated
that the President and members should take oath of
secrecy before taking up office and that in 2 Pancha-
yat there should be at least one female member. The
powers so far vested in the Government were trans-
fer'{ed to Panchayats. They were also given powers
to icollect taxes and to undertake greater public
respon51b111t1es '

At .the time of the formatlon of Kerala State
_there were 892 Panchayats, The number of villages
covered was only less than 50 per cent in the Mala-

bariarea, while in the Travancore-Cochin arca except

KURUKSHETRA July 1, 1973




in the case of 6 or 7 vrllages there were Panchayats
covermgeall the villages.

Government appointed a one:man commis- :

sion in June 1959 for the delimitation and formation
of new Panchayats. One of the recommendations

of this commission was that as a general principle a .

Panchayat should be contiguous with a revenue
village, It also "recomméended that wherever neces-
-sary two 6r more villages can form|a Panchayat,
but the “jurisdiction of’a Panchayat should not fall
“within two development blocks. The ipopulatron of
:a Panchayat should mot ‘exceed 25,090 or go below
-10,000. The recommendations of this commission
more or léss form the-basic princip]f’:s under-which
. Pancliayats aré functioning in Kerala.|

EI
e

-Special Features -
The Panchayats in Kerala have|several special
 features,
"and the’ Ilvmg habit of the people are the main
causes of these features. | Whrle vrliages in other
States are 1solated pockets in Kerdla they are a con-
‘tiguous area umformly mhabrted which makes
demarcatwn difficult; - Iti 1s drﬂicult to say where a
“village begms and where it ends.” hrs has enabled
“the formatron “of b:gger Pauchay ts which--are
economrcally vrable Whrle in other States “the
populatron of “a Panchayat is betvilreen 1000 and
5,000, in Kerala 'it"is between 10,000 ' and 50,000.
_This differcoce in area .and ,pooula\'tron.‘ has helped
. formation . of Pa'ncha')fats' in Kerala . with added
- responsibilities, and powers as the basre umts of
admrmstratron

#~  There "are 1, 658 v1|]ages in Kerala whlch are Now
constituted into 966 -Panchayats, some Panchayats
covering more than one village. THese Panchayats

“are’again classified into four‘cate'go'ries' They are:
3(1) special grade with income over Rs 1 lakh,

. (2) first grade .with-income ranging from Rs. 50,000

"« to Rd. I lakh, (3) second grade: w1thmeome ranging
-from’ Rs. 20,000 to Rs. 50,000, an (4) third grade
with income less than Rs. 20,000, There are 29
special grade Panchayats, 129 first glrade 554 second
grade and 254 thrrd grade makmg a total of 966

- Panchayats.

‘When elections were heldm 1953 o the Panchayats
in the Travancore-Cochin area there were only two
or three women Panchayat- membel-rs in the entire
State. The next elections were hleld in 1964 after
a period of 11 vyears, under the Kerala Panchayat
Act of 1961. In order to ensure adequate represent-

. ation for women, a woman member -was nominated
But this pl ovision was sub-

to all the Panchayats.
sequently amended and women members were elected
by creating double member wards in all Panchayats.

‘enabling the President to have some

The geographrcal condition of the State:

Provision “wa$ ~ also madé for the representation of
scheduled castes by election, again by creating dou-
ble member wards in Panchayats, For elections to
Panc}:rayats the Assembly clectoral rolls were used
and the delimitation of the wards on the basis of
1,000 to 4,200 voters. As a general principle there
should be a minimum of e¢ight members in a Pan-
chayat including one woman and on¢ Harijan and a
maximum fof 15 members on the basis of one addi-
tional member for every 4,500 voters. The term of
membership was raised from three years to five years
and an elected Panchayat will have a President and

‘a Vice- Presldent elected by the members from among

themselves

The executrve functions of the Panchayars are
carried out by an Executive Officer appointed by the
Governmént. There are administrative provisions
supervisory
control over the Executive Officer. The President
and the Vice-President should not accept any remu-
neration for the services rendered except the sitting,
fees approved -by the Government

The Panchayat Act of 1961 bestows on the Pan-
chayat great responsibilities and powers, When
Panchayati Raj was introduced it became necessary
that these Panchayats shouid be effective units for
the development of rural arcas. Along with the
powers relating to local administration, several other
duties and responsibilities under the various State
Acts were assigned to the Panchayats for executron
The dutiés of the Panchayats were divided into three
categorres viz, obligatory, drscretronary and as
agency. - Under the Panchayat Act the Government
can transfer any administrative function to the
Panchayat The exrstlng Act and the amendments
are very progressive in nature.

Financial Resources

- The powers regarding local administration so far
vested in the Government were divested and given
to the Panchayats There are also provisions in the

‘Panchayat Act to collect funds for the increased

responsibilities vested in them. Powers to coliect
taxes are given to the Panchayat. They include
property tax of various kinds, profession tax, market
fees, building tax, vehicle tax (other than motor
vebicles), entertainment tax, show tax, etc. The
total income to the Panchayats in Kerala under
various® heads will come to Rs. 4.5 crores.. The
Government also gives a grant of Rs. 1,4 Grores. -
. Under increased responsibilities the provisions of
the various State Acts weré implemented in the

_Panchayat for which separate rules and regulations

were framed. Amongthe Acts administered by the
Panchayats are the Public Health Act, the Cine-
matography Act, the Entertainment Act, the Cattle
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Tresspass Act, the Kerala Loans Actand the Food
Adulteration Act.
Panchayatl Raj .

.The Panchayati Raj which is yet to be implement-
ed in- Kerala has visunalised decentralisation of
.powers through a three tier system . of local bodies.
The Panchayats at the village level, the Panchayat
Samithies or-union of Panchayats at the Block Level
.and the Zila Parishad at the district-level. Under
the Kerala scheme, -the:deccentralisation is with a
“view to making Panchayats the most viable units of
administration. But the passing of the law relating
-to- the formation of Panchayati Raj was delayed due
to various reasons, both administrative and political.

But as an interim measure, dum_lg the second
Five Year Plan, District Development Councils
were constituted with members of Parliament and
State Legislature and other representatives of Local
Bodies and institutions connected with rural deve-
lopment. The District Collector presides over the
" Council meeting. The setting up of District Deve-
lopment Coubcils was a big step forward in the
participation of the peoplein the development pro-
“grammes. The officials who were carrying on
Governmental admmlstratlon, independent of the
.people, got an opportunity to explain to the people
as well as inform them about the development work
going on ‘in their. respectwe districts. While these
Councils helped to fill a gap between the Government
and the people, they did not go very much in the
decentralisation of powers. The working of these
"'Councils encouraged the Government to think in
terms of delégating more powers to local bodies and
decentralising the administration. -

Various theories were advanced as to- how the
transfer - of power from theofficials to the people’s
representatives should be effected. ~ After- detailed

consideration steps were taken for the introduction of

a Bill in the State Assembly in 1964 for the formation
of Panchayat Union Councils and the Zila Parishad.
It was a three tier Bill. The Panchayats which were
the basic’units in rural administration were already
“there, What was needed was the constitution' of
Panchayat Union"’ Councils at Block levels and
Zila Parishad at the District level. The Bill could
not 'be pursued further as the Ministry went out of
office. ‘Again steps were taken in 1967 for the
lntroductlon of a Panchayati Raj Bill, The Bill
contamed several revolutionary provisions to improve
the ﬁnan__c:al resources of the Panchayats and to
vest them with'greater éxecutive powers. But one of
the important aspect of thé three tier system envisag-
ed in Kerala was that the Panchayat Union Coun-
cils should’ be [only advisory in character and the
Panchayat and Zila Parishad should share the
decentralised powers. The Bill'is yet to be presentcd

-LETTER TO THE EDITOR..

—

PANCHAYATI RAJ IN @
TAMIL NADU

' Sir,

'~ Under the caption ‘Panchayati Raj.in Tamil Nadu® in

| the April 16th issue of Kurukshetra, Shri A.S. Ramasamy

" has taken pains* to explain the activities and
{achievements of Panchayati Raj institutions in Tamil
‘Nadl. To acertain extent what he says-is correct, but
i he is not correct when he says that not all Panchayats
| have levied compulsory taxes. In Tamil Nadu-all the
i panchayats including village ‘panchayats have. levied the
| compulsory or mandatory taxes -and they are being
| collected in a regular way. There are arrears of recent
| years but pot heavy arrears. B

l High-ylelding variety programme, applying ::)f
'modern techniques in agriculture, communicationé,_
transport, changing the outlook of villagers, women
welfare, small savings, family planning and many other
[common programmes are implemented by Panchayati
|Raj institutions which have succeeded in one and all the
Iprogrammes, and so there is no. justification in 'the.
Jauthor’s observauon that -people or officials do not
|recognise any relationship between the Panchayati Raj :

iand the Commumty Development. programme .
Y P

It Is also not correct in majority of the cases that
political leaders are trying to act as administrators  and
administrators aré trying to act as political leaders.
Such cases will be negligible in number. The Com-
mumty Development activities in Tamil Nadu:‘are very
sr.rong both in spirit and in letter.
i . - .
,i In Tamil Nadu the famlly planning programme is
.t‘_:onducted in an effective and realistic manner in recent
years because of the awareness on family planning creat-
ed by the past. fifteen to twenty years ofslow But
s.lteady propaganda done by the Panchayati Raj. ‘and

other institutions of Tamil Nadu _Government. There
Is no snag in this programme. :
! His suggestion that the Panchayat should cover

20,000 to 25,000 population is fantastic and also could
ot be ‘imagined in Tamil Nadu as there are hundreds
and - hundreds of village ‘units from the ancient period
of the Cholas, Further, the units suggésted by him
will be rural municipalities which ‘the village folk
‘cannot contemplate

T

Yours efc.
. S. MUNIYAND!
Commlssioner Panchayat Unlon

|
|

before the Assembly in a final shape.
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SIMPLE REMEDIES

Ayurveda = -
PEPTIC ULCER

STOMACH ache’is a common term to indicate pain in
the abdomen. Young and old suffer from abdominal
pain due to various causes, sometimes due to growth
and inflammation and sometimes due to indigestion
and bad food. The abdominal pain |is due to a
variety of physical and eniotiqnal causes and unless
treated early, it may lead to surgical operation.- In
middle age or ever after 30 years a mild burning
sensation will be feltin the chest when: tﬂe stomach is
empty. The person -may fecl that he is hungry and
will take some drink or snacks. The b.lurmng sensa-
tion abates temporarily. This condition is called
hyper-chlor hydria, p;eaning' excessive
of acid in the stomach fluids.. If this condition con-
tinues for some time untreated, pain gtarts two to
three hours after tak"ing food and continues till the
food is digested or vomitted. In this condition an
ulcer is formed in betwéen the stomach| and duode-
num. Some of the causes for this condition are
alcoholic drinks, smoking, irregular -habits and
emotional stress and anxiety. '

When the cause is known, the treatment becomes
easy. Avoid the cause. Smokmg and alcoholic

drinks should be avoided. The person should tegulate

his food habits and relax physncal]_y 7an|d mentally,

He should have balanced dkiet, tlake more.,hji[k
and butter-milk and avoid condi'mentf particularly
tamarind and chillies. Excessive drinking of coffee

and tea should be avoided. There arela nember of ,

medicines to neutralise and prevent excesswe secre-
tion of acid. A preparation called Sankha Vati is
good, so also is Narikela Lavana. Squumara Ghrita
or Indu-kantha Ghritha on empty stomach will result
in permanent cure. L

DR. V. NARAi'ANASWAMI

Homaeopathy
DENTITION TROU BLES

DIARRHOEA is one of the frequently occurring trou-
bles during the period of dentition,| The infection
starting from the gums due to eruptlon of teeth,
spreads to the gastrointestinal tract t when the child
drinks milk and swallows saliva. ’IJdJen the symp-
toms of pain in the abdomen, dastensmn and
diarrhoea develop with severe irritability. These

secretion

troﬁbles af_e common between 6ih and 10th month
of the first year of the child.

The fe‘eding of - the child should be at regular
intervals and equal quantity of water should be
added to the milk. The foilowing drugs are

-frequently useful for controlling diarrhoea and other

complications.

CHAMOMILLA is given . when the child feels
irritated and desires to be carried about and has fre-
quent loose motion with greenish watery stools giviog

- offensive smell.

CALC. CARB 15, useful when diarrkoea starts
in c}nldren with large size head and the head
sweats profuscly The stools dare white and sour
smelling.

IPECAC is indicated when there is great nausea
and vomitling, with greenish stools.

MERC. SOL. is given when there is itching and
redness of the’ gums with excessive salivation. Stools
are green in colour. Diarrhoea is more severe during
nights associated with restlessness and weeping of
the child due to-pain’in the abdomen and rectum.

NUX VOMICA is indicated when there is frequent
loose motion with small quantity of stools with great
urging and straining.

‘DULCAMARA is indicated when stools are
greenish during dentition period. The complaints
start generally during damp cold weather.

The above drugs can be used in 30th or 200th

potencies.
{

DR. M. KUTUMBA RAQ

DAIRY CATTLE IN HOLLAND

THE CENTRAL milk recording service has processed

- statistical data about the cows which have been dried

off the period July 1971 to June 1972 and which have
a milk record showing 200 or more milk days.

The data reveal that the average daily yield is
higher than ever before, at 15.54 kilos. of milk, 618
grams of fat, 520 grams of protein, and that an
average yield of 5,000 kilos of milk with four per
cent of fat is gradually coming within reach, and
has already been well exceeded for the province of
Noord-Holland.

From Holland
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- the competition from and submit e:_ntr'ies to :

_(Departments of Community |

- Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi-110001. °

- RECEIPT OF _
ENTRIES : 30.7.1973

COLLEGE / UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

| . _ .
Essays in English or Hindi are invited from bonafide students of

any college/university in India for the Second Atll-India Essay
Competition under the Basic Literature Scheme. '

SUBJECT : The essays should deal with
Panchayati Raj Bodies as Democratic
Institutions in the Eyes of the
Younger Generation.. .

LENGTH : The eSsay written on one side of the

paper, preferably typed, should not
exceed 2,000 words. -

" HOW TO ENTER : Entries, bearing full postal address of

the competitor in capital letters, should
be submitted in duplicate along with a
‘bonafide student' certificate from the
head of the institution where the
competitor is studying or, aiternatively, -

: an affidavit to that effect. :
Those interested are advised to procure a copy ot the rules of

Director (Basic Literature),
Ministry of- Agriculture, - -k
Government of India, i

Development & Cooperation), |

LAST DATE FOR

| cavp 131118
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 SPECIAL Nuralrnorsr PROGRAMME -

NUTRITION PLAYS an. important part in the proper
physical, mental and emotional development of a
person. Malnutrition and under nutrition constitate
‘a serious hazard to the growth and development of
people,*-particularly children. The. most - critical
‘malnutrition damage is suffered .by the very young
children in . the period from the late pregnancy (last
trimester) to the age of six. This is: more con:,-
spicuous -among the poor families residing in urban
slum .areas and- tribal areas. . “Various surveys have
revealed thatout of about 80 million -children-in - the
age"group of 1—6 years about 38 per cent to 40 per
cent suffer from protein and -caloric: deficiency. At
least 60 per cent of all young children in the country
have nutritional anaemia. .50 per cent of the: chrldren
have less than normal Haemoglobm levels,. Chrldren
of :the. upper classes have an .average, brrth werght
close to 3,100 grams _ whereas chtldren of the poorer
classes have weights below 2,800.. grams which is
attrrbuted to malnutrition. . The - foundations of
hea]th for the adult age are lald durtng this period
and any serious damage sustained at_this stage ofa
child’s llfe, would produce 1rrecoverab1e eﬁ‘ects
Recogmsrng the urgent need for: spec1al measures
to tackle the problem -of . malnutrition, and
under-nutrition _ among, chrldren belongiog to the
lowr:r socro economrc ‘strata, the Prime’ Mrnrster whtle
prese ntmg the budget for 1970 7l in’ Parlrament
_announced the Specral Nutrrtron Programme for

childred as ‘one_of the 1mportant measures . to be
undertaken by prov:drng supplementary nutritious

food mrtra]ly to_ childrén in the agé-group 0- 3 yearrs ’

on a provrsron of Rs four crores to begm wtth In

ed to 1nolude chrldren upto 6 years of age and ex- ,

pectant and nursrng mothers in’ urban slums and
tnbal areas . Last’™ year the - programme was
extended on an ad-hoc basrs to cover the beneﬁcra}-,
rie§ " in  séarcity, drought and flood affected : areas.
“The' provrsron during 1971-72 and 1972 73 was. Rs 10
crores ancl Rs. 20 crores respectlvely _' oL

The object ofthe Specral Nutrrtlon Programme
is to remove the nutritional deficiencies ‘among- chil:
dren, expectant -and . pursing. mothers. The scheme

provrdes one supplementary meal to the. chrldren and

expectant and nursrng mothers co*.'ered by the pro'
gramme. This .meal is, rrch in. proterns vrtamms
and " other essential elements and together wrth the
normal food avallable to the . beneﬁcrarres at home 1t
will meet all the requrrements for . fuli physrca] and
menta'l growth. For small ‘children below the age of

) C e e
one the supplementary food rs marnly milk, and for '
older children it is parily milk and partly in some
other form like C.S.M. (made of Corn-Soya and
Milk eté. by CARE), fortified bread, balahar which -
is prepared from ‘admixture of" wheat, groundnut
flour, Bengal gram ‘fortified wrth vxtamms and

mlnera]s and other specral foods

The programme is 1mplemented through State
GOVernmeuts and Union Terrrtory Admmrstratrons
and the entire expendtture is relmbursed to . them by
the Central Government, as grants-rn -aid. - At pre-
sent, there are about 25,000 centres where chrldren
get. their : supplementary. food every day These
centres are run . by. Corporatrons, Munrcrpahtres,
voluntary bodres and schools etc.:

.The. programme -is.run for. 300 days in: ayear
The children-are weighed to watch the improvement!
The-State-Govérnments and Union Territories” have
also been requested to initiate measures to immunize
and . dewodrm the children.* The studies so far.com?
pleted-indicate that children. covered:undet -the- pros
gramme, ‘maintain- better: standard . of . health;- the
incidence- of protein-calorie -malnutrition: is*: also
considerably dow; and they have 1mprovedmn herght
and werght. R S APV SR

“The number- of beneﬁcrarres covered from the
begmnmg of the programme are given below ' '

. T F:gures in Iakhs ‘
. Urban .Slums Trrbal Areas

1970-71

S 331 . 324 6.5
1971:72 5 .. 10,56 10, 3,_2__.-1 .
197273 ... 16.01., - 17.01:

Programme in Balwadls

. Supplementary nutrition IS also provrded to pre— .
school children m the age group of 3-6 years through
Balwadis. This programme lhrough Ba]wadrs forms
the ba31s for the development of other, services such
as minor health care, . pre- school educatron and
weIfare Satisfactory condrtlons of _health’ and
hygtene envrronmental sanitation and 1mmunlzatron
are ensured in, addrtlon to facilities. for | socrahsatlon
of habits of children through recreatronal ‘and. other
rnformal educatronal act1v1tres

- The. programme is being expanded progressrve]y

from ,year. to:year:./Under the fifth Five Year:Plan;

Rs. 200 crores is tentatively proposed to be provided
for the Special Nutrition Programme. .so -as to. cover

.';,)tlmut ten . mrlhon beneﬁc:arres by the.end of: the
an - : . . R

Pl
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.by Step

Jobs for Po_licerhens' Wives

AN IDEA DRAWN from Ludhiana,
Punjab, is now a paying venture at
Avadi, Tamil Nadu, in the form of
a cooperative. cottage industrial
society. Police Constables” wives are
the members of this socks and hose-
tops knitting society which started
production in 1970. The members
received training in making socks
and hosetops from an .instructor
brought from Ludhiana. The society
" has .now 55 members, who handle
the entire process—spindling, knitt-
ing, bléaching and marking.

Besides a minimum monthly
wage of Rs 125, the worker-members
of the society are entitled to bonus
commensurate with their perform-
ance. In the first two years of opera-
tion, a sum of Rs 35,000 was distri-
buted as bonus to the worker-
members. :

The society has become a full-
fledged commercial venture with a
share capital of Rs 10,000. It meets
the bulk of the requirements of socks
and hosetops for the State Police and
the Home Guards. In 1970-71 it
sold. goods worth about Rs 4.4 lakhs
and the following year improved the
sales to over R$ 5.5 lakhs.

. Women and Jobs

AN EMPLOYMENT MARKET STUDY
conducted by the Kozhikode Divi-
sional Employment office of Kerala
reveals that about 24 per cent of the
jobs are being held by . women.
The.study was for 1971-72 and
covered a total of 1,117 establish-
ments, including 442 public sector
institutions. Smaller establishments
s:tuated in the area with less than
ten” employees were not taken into
account.

Most of the women employed in
the " public sector “were. educated
persons, - employed as teachers,

medical personnel and. office staff,

while. 49 ‘per cent- of -the women
holding .jobs .in the private sector
were unskilled plantation labourers,

-SIIR,I
-Ajavalia, aged 22, began work soon

S

mainlL' in tea, coffee plantations and
their processing units.

A Navel Experiment -
THE J EDUCATION DEPARTMENT -of
Kerala has tried to involve the stuo-
dents| in some constructive work.
Instead of giving the work of annual
repairs of schools, which included
petty| construction, white-washing,
etc., to the contractors, the Depart-
ment| supplied materials to a group
of students who will execute the wark
with [the help of 2 or 3 skilled la-
bour:,rs Thus about 60 per cént
of the total cost of the work goes to
the students of the same school.

" Al student engaged-in a constriic-
tive Work like this can' never think
of delstroying public property which
usually is exposed to their anger
and dissatisfaction.

Thls scheme has provided each
student an opportumty to earn upto
Rs 45 that too in summer vacation.
To slome it is 2 boon because this
time they can buy their books during
the first week. of the new academic
year.[ -

In Kerala 30 educational sub-
distrlicts were selected for this experi-
ment and it' was successful. INext
year| the Department is going' to
augment this experiment to more
areas.

F.P.O. Koziukodc

Self-employment for Techmcal
meén

A éCHEME TO  HELP . technically
auaﬁﬁed men seeking employment

~willsoon be implemented in Kerala.

The|proposal is to start four coope-
rative societies, two for carpentry
and ltwo for fabricated steel products.
Each society will have’ ﬁfty members.
Cernﬁcate holders ' in carpentry,
Weldmg, fitting, blacksmithy, ete.,

will be admitted as members. He]p
from banks will be avaﬂable to the
sociefies.

Waltlng for Job-call
'PRAVINKUMAR ~RAMANIKLAL

No

KURUKSHETRA " July 1, 1973

-water.
"across the local -stream at ‘Lakhi-

- V.K. Moideen Kova '
-twenty-four hours a day.

after appearing ' for examinations
from Shamaldas College, Bhav-
nagar. Fe moves from one street

-to another, pushing his lorry, loaded

with vegetables and seasonal fruits.

He is proud of his business:
He gets up early in the morning,
goes to the wholesale market, pur-
chases vegetables and fruits and
starts roving. “Instead of applying
for 2 job and then to wait for a long

period for a call, 1 started this
business”, he said. Today he .is
earning, perhaps, more than a

government-emploved clerk, J
F.P.O. Bhavnagar

A Great Lesson
IN GUIARAT, 47 camps are being

run, as part of the “Youth Against

Famine” project sponsored by the

.Union Government in collaboration

with universitics and social welfare
organisations. Of these, three camps
are exclusively for girl students.
In one of these camps at Gundi in
Tehsil Dholka, the girl - students
said they were overwhelmed by the
affection of village people. Joining
the camp was fo. them a great lesson
in life.

Cent per cent Tax Collection:

SHRI V.K. sriNivasan.  District
Collector, disclosed at the District
Coordination Committee meeting
recently that 83 Gram Panchayats

of Karimpagar district had collected
- cent per-cent taxes durmg the current

yeat.
Jagt;al Block topped among the

14 Blocks in the district with 19

Gram Panchayats of the Block
cellecting 10G per cent -taxes, he
added,

Dam ina Week e
ACUTE FOOD CRISIS in the dlstnct
worried youhg people in Iqabpur.

* village of North Tripura. Theéy want-
“ed it to'be certain that the “boro’

paddy would not suffer from lack of
It was decided that a dam

charra ‘would store adequaté-water
for the ‘bore’. They worked in shifts
It took
the determined- youngster a' week to

-construct ‘the dam.:
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pportunities i in_Ludhiana
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ADBITIONAIT JOPPORTUNITIES foir)selfl
employmientitolabout'13 4 thousand
‘persons could-be ciekted:in the rural
areasiof Eudhidna' district;cPunjab,
according o #thé varbabskillvsurvey
voniductéd:by the Directoraté General
of sEmployment biand +tTraininigztifi
1972ni Thisotis possible  through
modernizition b otoagrlcuiture'”local
produce‘otligrtésources and expand-
ing need for maintenaneeyand.-other

Services. o
3fil0 oIk aymed TR TAAalIO v

izmindustrially, Ludhiana, qWith nits
large cindustrial ~complex~occupies:a
place, of .distinction, in, Pun]ab dhe
report, saysr_,that-,because of.y I'Elpld
industrialisation.ofthe area; thc inciy
dence of!unemploymentqls not markcd
gggg,s Onj lthmother;hand @ kecn
shortage ofunskilled labour.issbeing

deltun thearea,

% Hiv Yo noiinefs

peélail Employment Schrémaé: ff:
SRI NARENDRA LUTHER, Director (;f
Indﬁs#i‘é’s?ﬁb*ﬁ'és*aﬂ“saimeee%ﬂyea’t
TFrehera (StikaKulam district) ) fhdt
ithierd Vefe! s,soofedﬁcated uHTHploy-
fed ifitthe @iStrictnd the UTIAdusTies
Depurtiicht Would help St easeTEIe
"fiftelisf the'fn*vb*y Providing ditable

3w F

ljubs thesUghvindusties tHivyest With
the cooperation of Andhra Bankldfid |
State Baiik '6fHRdia A d a'capital of
Rs. Glak R Thispro g"ramn'l‘e Fould
belextended o theEdnciRd reh:
ployed iin tAliks*lsohe add_edg;c
bbby

Job Chances in Gorakhpur
AT

aV¥¥ & nil ms

THERE ARE POSSIBILITIES of fresh se
Iprpiery Al T cleind (OO0 Al A
employrnen opportunltles for¢69 700

s v . 15Tt
persons m the rura] areas f Gorakhl-
TEW an RS R TH T
pur s cht m Uttar Pradesh accord-
100 o .N &r o
ing to an sk1]] vey.

15 8ol AT oS ToN g vbbr,

msbTherssurveyizconducted  by.yithe
-Director-Generalof Employmentand
tLraining,;pointspout thisywould;rbe
zpossible,dnyiews:of thermodernisa-
stien jof agticulture;, localgiproduce,
cother,resourcesand expanding, need
for maintenance and, other;services.
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;nomy. The huge amount of black
;money in circulation, for' instance,

Pregg Comments

.y

Prices

NET BANX credit to the government—
always a good index of deficit finan-
cing—has expanded in five weeks
since the end of March by as much
as Rs 477 crores; compared to only

. Rs 94 crores in the corresponding
. period last year.

Clearly it will be
impossible to hold the price line

" unless selective controls on -bank
' lending are combined with an all-out
* drive to check wasteful governmenta]

expenditure.
The Times of India

IT 1s THE vast hoards of black money
* that need to be unecarthed and

neutralised to hold the price line and

~in this the Reserve Bank’s credit
Squeeze can obviously be of little

help. Nor does it obviate the need
for physical controis and distribution
of at least essential commodities
through a network of fair price shops.

The Patriot

-THE-KEY to prices in India is not

the interest rates which an inflation-
ary economy can take in its stride
but the printing of paper nioney in
the vain hope of expanding the
economy.

WHETHER ALL these measures do
contain credit expansion remains
to be seen. As stated by the Reserve

- Bank. Governor, as a solution to the

problem of rising prices, these
measures are of limited relevance in
a ccntext in which budgetary deficits

and unrequited public spending are

proceeding apace.
The Hindustan Times

APART FROM monetary measures,
steps are npecessary to relieve the
inflationary measures on the eco-

feeds inflation, and the efforts of the
Government to unearth this type of
itigotten. wealth have hardly suc-

ceeded. Again, speculative exercises

The Motherland

like tLose Zoing on in futures tradmg
strengthen inflation,
The National Herafd

Legal Aid to the Poor i

Dousts musT I]ECCSS&I'lly persist
whether the elaborate and compre-

hensive scheme now proposed by the °

Committee will yield any better

results, It is very easy to preach to
the !iwvers and doctors that they
must |develop a commitment to the
poor,| but difficult to make them
practise it. . i
The Tribune
Lt 15 ABSURD to point out and bemoan
the hlgh cost of litigation and yet do
nothmg, about the continual increase
in court fees, stamp duties and related
expenlses. Bven if these costs cannot

“he drﬁsucally cut down, there should -

be no hesitation in setting aside part
of thé earnings for providing legal
assrstance to the poor.

The Indzan EApress

Job Schemes

As THE PRESENT job opportunities
are lihked with certain specific pro-
jects,Ithey can be temporary only.
A m. re enduring programme 'is
possnble only through proper plan-
ning in the agricultural seétor and
in a number of subsidiary industries.

The Tribu}ne'

A MORE ENDURING solution can be
found only in the plan for agricul-
tural |self-sufﬁciency, on the basis of
multiII)Ie cropping, as also a net-
work [of subsidiary industries. Seen
in this light the West Bengal Statc
Government’s comnrehensive -area
devel opment  programmes as also
the’ Centres integrated agricultural
programmes have a special impott-
ance.| .
The Amrita Bazar Patrika

Food|Front i

IT wiLL be hoped that rather than
stand|on false prestige, the Govern-
ment would arrange to rope in ali-the
wheat supplies it can from. abroad

KURUKSHETRA July 1, 1973°

as speedily as possible” and also
stay any plans it may still be
harbouring for a take-over of the
wholesale rice trade in the coming
season. And priority in the deploy-
ment of available resources and
energies should go to stepping up
production and .securing all the
inputs, especially -fertilizers - (very
much in short supply) and quality
seeds in time.

’ The Hindw

A CLOSER LOOK at the detailed com-
ponents of the strategy suggests

- -that the Ministry’s approach to this

year’s kharif programmes is rather
similar to the unrealism associated
with its proposed 15 million tonnes
1972-73 rabi programme

...When  Central teams  visit
State capitals in the next few days
to work out the programmes they
_must first evaluate. the results of the
1972 crash programmes and allocate
funds and resources only to.those
areas which have shown some results
from the Jarge investments made- Iast
year. . -

The Staresman

APART FROM bungling on the food
front, the Union Agriculture ministry
has driven the vanaspati lndustry—
and the consumer—to the wall..
The government cannot claim, that
the gap between supply and the
normal demand developed suddenly
and that it had no time to take
remedial action, '

...The only way out now for the
government is to Import at. least -
200,000 tonnes of cheaper soyabean,
rapeseed and palm oils during the
next six months. ...As for the future,
it must speedily .evolve a' viable
Iong-term plan to raise the produc-
tion of edible oil$ at home and imple-
ment it vigorously. N

The Times of India

Sunflower .

THE GOVERNMENT’s decision to en-
courage the cultivation of sunflower
on a larger scale in the forthcoming
kharif season is most welcome,
It is the first important step towards
placmg the “production of edible
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oils in this country on a sound
footmg '

...But -the questlon remams as
to whether its potential will be pro-
perly exploited. ...In. spite of their
bumper yields the enterprising far-

mers who grew sunflower last’ year:

were disiliusioned because they were
unable to sell their output.

The Times of India

Urban-Waste

KRisHl BHAVAN has at -long last
‘prepared a comprehensive Rs 12-

crore scheme to produce 350 million

tonnes of organic manures and-

compost based on an assessment of
" farmyard and urban waste materials.
By far the most noteworthy aspect
of the scheme is that for the first
time it envisages ‘the planned collec-
tion, transportation, conversion and
distribution of urban sewage on a
natlonal scale.

.Jt.-must be hoped that the_

Plannmg -Commission will not take

a short- 51ghted view of the problem

and restrict the funds allotted to the
scheme. only to the amount needed
to tide over the immediate crisis.
The scheme shouid be placed on a
sound commercnal basis, which in the
long run may well turn out to be an
ideal answer not just to the problem
of soil fertility conservation but to
that of urban waste disposal as well.

The Times of India

N o- Bi rth Bonus

IT 1S ALL the more welcome to come
across the kind of imaginative
effort being made by the United
Planters Association of South India
through a no-birth bonus scheme
introduced as a pilot project in three
tea estates in the Nilgiris.

.. The principle of a no-birth
bohus with suitable variations, could
be applied to certain categories of
factory workers and office and govern-
meént employees, the funding being
done through a special insurance-
cum-contributory  scheme. ..The
combination of the direct incentive
of the bonus plus thé benefits of the
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comprehensive welfare- package is
attractive, '
The Hindusten Times

‘Small Industries

IT CAN HARDLY ije gainsaid that the
main purpose of the small industry
iovement is still proving difficult of
realisation. The idea behind . the
movement is that the small factories
shoutd be used as the instrument of
rural industrialisation. Thus their
coverage of thelcauntrysxde is what
matters most. ‘But the twin pro-
grammes for setltmg up rural indus-
trial estates and for organising new
types-of village, industries have not
made the expected headway.
..For one thmg the rural area
should ‘offer sufficient custom for the

.goods produced there if the manu-

factirer is to be saved the hardships
in getting his product moved to a
distant fo_wn. The development of
agro-based indlstries will help to
meet this problem. . '
) " - The. Hindu
Nutrition Aid|

THE CcOMMITTEE on self-reliance is -

mistaken if it thinks that acceptance
of foreign contributions to crucial
nutrition programmes casts a slur
on India’simagerabroad. The need for
special nutrition schemes is keenly
felt all over the world, even in
countries wh1ch|are net exporters of

‘food. In any case, there is no hiding

the fact that assistance is sorely
needed here.
: The Times of India

THERE 15 NEED for positive action to
allocate or create the funds and
supplies to keep these nutrition pro-
grammes going and in fact to enlarge
their scope and coverage. Merely to
phase out CARE and other assis-
tance by cutting down or altogeiher
eliminating the feeding programmes
would be a retrograde step.

..One way of doing this would be
to get schools, especially in rural and
suburban areas, to develop kitchen
gardens, poultrv units, fish ponds and

. the like.

. Each panclhayat could also be
epeouraged to set aside some ‘com-
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nutrition
school and pre-school children and |

mon:land, - the produce- of which
could either be used directly or sold |
‘Jer to |

and the.: proceeds :given

programmes  CoOvering

nursing and pregnant mothers.
The Hmdustan Tnnes

Sugar lndustry

IN THE LONG run the consumer can
look forward to a steady supply of
more-sugar at a lower cost per kilo

than today only if a major part of :

the country’s output is obtained

from western and central India.: This |

inevitably. implies a-gradual phasing
out of the industry in the north,
together with improved canal and
groundwater facilities to  enable
northern cane-growers to switch to
equally renwinerative - high-yielding
cereal and pulse crops.

The Times of India -

Bank Loan to the Farmer

SHRI V. R PALANlSAMY Gounder of
Coimbatore district in Tamil Nadu
had been eking out a hard life in spite
of being the owner of 8.5 acres of
land. He had to depend on. the
vagaries of the monsoon for farming.
In 1965, he secured froii the. Pan-
chayat Samiti a loan of Rs 5,000
for sinking .a well in his dry land.
But the amount was not enough to
meet the full expenditure.

The bank nationalisation came as
a boon. He secured a loan of
Rs 9,000 from the Indian Overseas
Bank and completed the well.
cause of the sinking of the well and
other concerted efforts that he took,
the dry land has been converted into
a smiling garden.

for the rains, he now cuitivates

thrice a year, where he was unable -
to get a successful crop even once. |
He cultivates now hybrid . paddy,

sugarcane and hybrid cotton. He

earns an income of Rs. 7,000 to ;
He has repaid

Rs 10,000 pér year.
75 per cent of .bank loan. without
any cllﬁ‘icu]ty

Be-

Without waiting. -

-FPO, Coimbatore |




Nutrition in Rural India

RAJAMMAL P. DEVADAS*.

INDIA, with one-seventh of the global population and
one-fortieth of its area is the largest democracy on
earth. -Her ancient history and cultural Beritage are
unique. However she is constantly afflicted by
hunger and famine. '
" Diet and nutrition surveys carried
different rural regions of the country show that the
‘diet in general is composed mainly of céreals and is
deficient in protective foods such as milk eggs, meat,
“fish, vegetables and fruits. Therefore the dicts of a
large majority are ill-balanced, lackiné in calories
and essential nutrients. This has resulted in wide-
spread prevalence of malnutrition, |particularly
among the pcor socio-economic groups. The
vulnerable groups comprising expectant and nursing
mothers and children are severely hffected by
malnutrition. The ever-increasing population, the
shrinking purchasing power which is already low,
and the shortage of protective foods in Ithe country
‘continue to aggravate malnutrition. i .
Nutritional deﬁcicncy diseases such|as anaemia,
" xerosis of conjuctiva, night blindness, angular
siomatitis are common due to deficiency of iron,
vitamin A and vitamin B group in certain parts of
the sub-continent,
‘to a constderable amount of preventable blindness.
It is believed thatin India alone there may be over
one million cases of bhndness ansmg from vnamm
A deficiency. :
Children, one to five years old, constitute more
than 13 per cent of our total popullatlon This
population segment is. not only unproductwe but
also nutritionally most vulnerable. Calorie protein
malnutrition among the growing children|is a major
public health problem. .
Incidence of severe forms of calorie protein
malnutrition, such as kwashiorker and marasmus,
has been estimated to be around one to tlwo per cent
of all children between the ages of one and five, The
number of children with mild and moderate forms of
malnutrition would be even greater. Long-term

effects resulting from malnutrition; such| as, reduced _

physical development, sub-optimal intellecteal deve-

lopment and low productivity are national liabilities.
Of even greater magnitude is the number of child

deaths occurring not directly as a reshlt of severe

*Direcror, Sri Avinashilingam Home Science College for Wamen
Coimbatore

out in the

Vitamin A deﬁciency contributes -

malnutrition, biut due to other no‘n-nutritio'na‘l dis-
eases, which but for the poor nutritional status would
not have developed at all or would not have ended
fatally. Some examples of such diseases are gastro
enteritis, measles, whooping cough, smallpox,
chicken pox and tuberculosis. o

A large .proportion of expectant wmothers in
poor communities live on diets which are grossly
inadequate. | As a result, the incidence of pre-
maturity, low birth weight of the new born and the
consequent hlgh neonatal mortality is very high:
These are mainly attributable to maternal - malnutri-
tion. That in spite of their poor nutritional status,
mothers manage (o breast-feed successfully their
children is a miracle. However lactation imposes
considerable nutritional demands on the mother,
and if these demands are not met, the health of the
mother and the quality of her milk suffer. i

The condition of the other members in the famlly
is equally sad Although importance is given to the’
head of the' family in feeding as he happens to be’
the bread winner, since -the food available in the
family is ill-balanced, the quantity he gets may be’
adequate, but not the quality.

Thus nutrition in rural India is inadequate with
respect to both quality and quantity. Consequently.
much money is wasted on drugs, hospitalization and.
lranSportanon Due to these expenditures the
income of the family is drained. Ultimately all,
the money spent on the sick. chlld becomes a- waste;
when the child dies..

The nutritional status of the people inﬂuences ‘not
only their health, but also the ‘economy of the
country ultimately. Therefore expenditure on nutri-
tion programmes aimed at building up the nutri-
tional status of the vulnerable sections in the rural
areas should be considered as necessary investments
from both the human and economic points of view

Many programnﬁe’s have been planned and carried'
out and are in operation to improve the nutritional
well-being of rural people. Well organised feeding
programmes . can dlleviate malnutrition to a great:
extent, Durlng the third and fourth Five Year Plan
periods, several feedmg programmes ‘have been-
launched all over the country, under the auspices of
many ministries and departments of the Central and’
State governments and voluntary agencies. The sup—

i)
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plementary feeding programmes which are currently
in operation are:
‘Under the Department of Sor:jel Welfare:h

i
!

1. Balwadi programmes ,
2. Integrated child welfare demonstration pro-
jects
- 3. Family and child welfare projects
- 4. Special nutrition programmes
5. The feeding programme assisted by CARE

Under The Department of Commumty Develop- '

ment :
6. Demonstration Feeding Programme
7. Applied Nutrition Programme
8. The composite Nutrition Programme
Under the Ministry of Labour
: 9 The ]ndustrial Nutrition Programme

Under the Ministry of Education
10. The Mid-day Meals Scheme for Elementary
School Children. : .
All the programmes for pre-schools aim at pro- !
viding. approximately 300 calories and 15 g. of
protein per day during 250 days af the year. Except
the Special Nutrition Programme, all the feeding
programmes are ‘On the spot feeding’ efforts in the !

sense, children are physically required to be present, ’

to consume the food supplements’ at a centre.

* The Mid-day Meals Scheme is for school-going
ohlldren The Applled Nutrition: Programme, the
'CARE Demonstration -and Comp051te
Programmes are for selected expectant and nursing
mothers and pre- school children in selected com- |
mumty development blocks All the other pro-’|
grammes are for pre- -schoolers.

'"The Balwadl Programme ‘takes care of the
: chrldren between 3- 3 years in Balwadis and Day
Caré Centres.” The: Specml -Nutrition Programme
for,pre-school children caters to children between
0-3-years.
covered ~about 19,000 . children .and the Spec1al
Nutrition Programme over 6.5 lakh children. L
ANP e ’ - :

' Thé Applied Nutrmon Programme taken up in-

co]laborat:on “with  the* U.N. International agencies:
_UNICEF:-FAO-WHO has been a mdjor effort in the
field of nutrition education since 1963, - It represents
the ﬁrst systematic .attempt- on a. srgmhcant scale

to deve]op a coordinated’ and comprehensrve pro-:

gramme of nutrition education and training  in pro-
ducllon preservation and consumption of nutrition-
ally . valuable; foods- such as"fruits; vegetables and
fish. The; primary purpose of . ANP is educational,
enablmg people to realize .the importance of balanc-
ed diets. ‘The State . Government provides the:
extension services, mfrastructure and inputs which
help in the production efforts at the rate of Rs. 51,000

‘WNutrition :

During 1970:71 the Balwadi’ programme;

|

|

r

Regd. No. D. 414 |

e

e

Child afflicted with a severe form of caloric protein mal-putrition

per block per annum over a period of five years. In

addition they arrange for the training of beneﬁoiarieS' :

and staff The UNICEF assists in meeting ‘the co'st"
of stipends for trainees and supply of equrpment
The Central Government gives Rs. 34,000 per- block
per annum. ' By the end of fourth Plan 1, 189 blocks
would be covered by this programme,

Two studies, one undertaken by the Government‘of N

Makarashira and another by the Directorate General
of Health Services indicate that as far as riutrition educa-
tion is concerned, ANP has made a Srgmﬁcam attempz
in creating awareness of nutrition in the commwuty

‘To supplement and strengthen- the efforts in
nutrition education, the Composite Nutrition® Pro-
gramme for women and children was organis‘éa in.
the fourth. Plan in 375 selected community deve-
lopment blocks where the -ANP had not - been
introduced. The CNP is aimed at creating- the’
hecessary climate for the ANP and other nutrmon
programmes to be implemented in these areas in the
future. . It is envrsaged that dbout 18,000 voluntary
women workers would be trained to undertike-these
activities by providing incentive’-'awards.”Su‘pple'-"
méntary ‘Demonstration Programmes - wotld be
organised. in about 576 -Balwadis benefiting 45,000
beneﬁc1ar1es per day.- There is no productive com--

-

' ponent to'the CNP. There is no information on any:

|

evaluation done so far on CNP. B

By

il

(To be continued) |
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CHLORELLA:

EXCELLENT

e

FODDER

FOR CATTLE

. A coLLECTIVE farm in the Thilisskaya
village on the river Kuban (the
South-FEuropean part of the USSR)
has completed the construction of a
factory for growingchlorella, a mono-
celled alga species containing 17 out
of the 18 amino acids known to man.

The chlorella is an excellent
means of stimulating the productivity
of cattle. It surpasses all agricultural

crops in vield, nutritional value and
effectiveness as a fodder. Chiorella
used as an additive to coarse fodders
improves the assimilation of the
latter and accelerates the fattening
of animals.

The factory is located in a large
hot-house on the out-skirts of the
village.
walls one can clearly see five trans-

Looking through the glass

parent spherical vats where the chlo-
rella is cultivated under bright elec-
tric light..

The hot-house is serviced by a
staff including a microbiologist, elec-

tricians, laboratory assistants, pro-
duction technicians and engineers.
According to experts, the expendi-
ture on the factory construction will
be returned after a vear’s operation.

" Youth Against Famine

At Vinobagram-

IN AN INTERIOR VILLAGE, Vinobagram -

of Coimbatore district 2 'camp under
Youth Against Famine campaign was
organised, in which students from
~four colleges of Vellore participated.

- About 150 students and’ 50 local

youths constructed a check dam 90
metres long, 1.5 metres wide and 3
metres high.

The presence of engincering stu-

dents was very helpful in dealing:"

with the technical aspects of the
construction. After the construction
_of the check dam, the stored water
-will percolate the surrounding 150
acres of fallow land and thereby
bring it under cultivation. In due

course, 622 acres of Bhoodan land, -

around the-site 6f the dam will be-
come fertile,

As_non-project works, the cam-
pets.conducted adult literacy drive for
the;':ngL;Vinobagyam harijans. "They

~ S -

, also propogated smali savings, nutri-

-tion -education, family planning and
measures to be adopted in the drought

- prone areas in the nearby villages.

The camp has not only heiped the

Bhoodan Board to develop 622 acres-

of barren roci(y land but has also
helped students to understand the
conditions prevailing in very remote
villages and the attitude of the villa-
gers. o

F.P.O., Coimbatore
Land Reclaimed
THE ‘YOUTH AGAINST FAMINE' pro-
Jject in Breach district of Gujarat has
helped in reclaiming a large part of
land in Wagra Taluk, which had been
made uncultivable and saline by sea
water. .

. Hundreds cf people and student
voliinteers from nearby universities
helped in the construction of a 6.3
metres wide and 3 metres high earthen
bund! Monsoon rains would drain

away salinity from the soil. As aresult
about 2,000 hectares would be made
available for agricultural operations
which would help produce an addi.
tional quantity of about 7,500 quin-
tals of jowar or 3,600 quintals of
cotton.

R.0. (DFP), Ahmedabad

Tank Widened

Arout 1200 students and non-student
youths from different colleges, schools
and voluatary organisations partici-

" patedineight “Youth Against Famine’

camps organised in Tamil Nadu.
In a 30-day camp held at Ariya-
voor near Tiruchirapalli about 120
students of a local college and 30
other volunteers participated. Stu-
dents deepened and widened the tank
at Arivavoor. They also helped in
making old and neglected tanks in
the villages, useful for irrigational
purpose. , ,
) F.P.O., Tiruchirapalli
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| the watchful eyes of the Government should ever

MORE JOBS IN VILLAGES

THE REPORT recently submitted to the Government by the
Expert ‘Committee on Unemployment headed by Shri B

Bhagavati ‘once again brings into sharp focus the prevallmg
unemployment’ and consequent poverty in the country,

especially in the rural areas where the vast majority of our

people live. - During ;the last twenty five years the country
has no 'doubt made rapid strides towards economic self-

) suﬂi&:ieﬁcy but; as the report poiats out, the labour force is
increasing at-a faster rate than the growth of gainful

employment opportumtleq It is a matter of great concern
that unemployment and underemployment are more acute,
particularly in the backward areas and among the poorer

‘sections of the community.

_The factors inhibiting rejuvenation of the rural economy

and the expansion of job opportunities are the prevallmg

tenurial system based largely on- feudal relationship and
the existence of outmoded production practices in .the
traditional arts and crafts.” Added to this is the shrinkage

.in employment potential in the overcrowded metropohtan

cities. ' - :
Various measures Wlll have to be taken to create more
jobs in the wllages' themselves. Of utmost importance is
Security of
tenure will-inspire the small and marginal farmers and the
share-croppers to undertake innovations in agricultural
techniques. The institutions providing credit should be
able to give them a package of services. It is heartening to
note that the nationalised banks are undertaking such a
programme on a magsive scale by organising farmers” services
cooperatives. The programme .for rehabilitating, the tradi-
tional, village and small industries is also of critical impor-
tance. Steps will have to be taken to make thcse mdustrles
economically viable in reasonable time.

Though the spema] job-schemes now being implemented
have helped much, a lasting solution to the problem of

‘unemployment can be found only in the balanced develop-

ment of the rural infrastructure. Once we succeed in
reactivating the productlve tempo of rural life, the rural
folk will not be reqmred to depend solely on special job-
schemes for their livelihood.

A complaint often heard is that the benefits of schemes

-| to help the poor do not perco]ate to the lowest strata of the

rural populatlon. "This is disquietening. With a view to
remedying this situation the poorer gections can form their
own orgamsationslas suggested by the Commitiee. Also
be
vigilant to protect them from the grabbmg techniques of

‘ the well-to do.
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A New Approach to Farm Developmen?

I BELIEVE that we have reached a stage in our agri-.

cultural evolution where further progress will depend
upon a new approach and orientation to agricultural
planning and implementation. Historically, a rise
in standard of living has taken place only when
agriculture has' been developed in.a manner that it
will release manpower for more industrial pursuifs.
Such industries obviously need to have an agricul-
tural base and thus the integrated development of
agriculture and iondustries provides the basis of
agrarian prosperity. We also know now that techno-
logical advance may not in many. cases be an. unmix-
ed blessing and that the very tools of modernisation
of agriculture such as irrigation, fertilizer and
pesticides could also have harmful effects if they are
used unscientifically and indiscriminately. - Develop-
~ing technologies which can help to continuously
improve agricultural. productivity without ecologi-
cal- harm and without damaging the long-term pro-
ductivity of -thé soil is the most important problem
requiring attention and solutlon by our Agricultural
Universities. : I

1 feel that in every Staté we should develop through
dls_cusswn among agrlcultural 'scientists, extension
workers, administrators, farmers and political leaders
a blue print for agricultural growth and survival.
The major aim of this blue print should be to develop
detailed land and water use plans for each agro-ecolo-
gical and socic-economic area. We should classify thé
cropping. patterns in each Block into high-yield
_potential—low risk crops, high yield potential—high

risk crops,.low yield potential—high risk crops and.

low yiéld potential—low risk crops. If we make
such an analysis, we will find that in many cases the
existing cropping pattern developed as a product of
a subsistence agriculture is not the most appropriate’
one,

factor can be minimised or eliminated through appro-
prlate action.

Let me outline to you in br1ef my concept of’
implementing the blue print of agncultural growth:
and survival.
and Varietal Planning Committee®

We will also be able to find in the case of high,
yield potential—high risk crops, whether the risk;

"In every State, we will need a “Crop-
; ‘which, on the.
“basis of the kind of andlysis I mentioned, would be’
.able to indicate to the' farmers of each block the’

M.5. SWAMINATHAN

cach crop that should be preferred. In this conpec-
tion, T wish te emphasise that generalisations have -
no place in crop and varietal planning. We must
tailor our recommendation to Sl.llt each agncu]tural
situation,

. Within the same village diﬂ'érent farming situa-
tions may exist which require differential attention
and recommendation. Therefore, the State Crop
and Varietal Planning Committee will have to
derive from ‘the field extension staff and farmers
-detailed information on the ecological and growing
conditions of every block. On the basis of such a
feed-back mechanism, the Crop and Varietal Plan-~
ning Committee could work out the precise require- -
ment of seeds of different crops and varieties for the
succeeding year. Once the seed requirements have
been spelt out, the responsibility fof producing the
nucleus, foundation and certified $eeds should be
fixed precisely, The Agricultural University obviously
has to take:the responsibility for -providing the
nucleus seed. We do not yet see in our country a
clear delineation of responsibilities in the production
of high iwality seeds and unless this is done, one
of the basic requisites for agricultural progress will
not exist. :

At the village or block lcve] an 1ntegrated input
supply unit on the liies recommended by the
National Commission on Agriculture needs to be set
up. In this unit, credit should be made available
for the specified cropping patterns and in the same
building, credit should be converted by the farmer
into the needed -inputs so that it is ensured that the -
credit is really used for the purpose for which it has
been given. The other requirement at the village level
is the availability of a custom-cum-extension service
unit which could make costly inputs available on hire
and which could undertake pest and water control on
a whole village basis in a scientific.manner. The cust-
om-cum-extension service unit should have four prin- -
cipal wings—one dealing with agricultural machinery
and implements, another with soil health and fertility,
the third with pest managment and control and the
fourth with water management. The way in which
these- services are best organised may depend upon
local conditions. Whether it should be done solely
by Govcrnment or through a cooperative organiza-

‘Thost appropriate crops that ought to be .grown ! tionis a decision which should be taken on-the basis

'.dunng the different seasons -and, also the varietiés of-

of the fea51b111ty of implementation., What is impor-
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tant is that we should provide to our farmers with-
out fi er loss of time: i
(a) Crop and varietal planning advice tailored
to the conditions of his farm;

(b) Advice on soil fertility and health care;
"~ (c) Assistance in pest management and water

control; and

(d) Appropriate post-harvest technology.
It would be clear that if we are to pri)vide all
~ this assistance to the farmer, we need a lals'ge army
of technically competent and socially-motivated
individuals. This is where the Agricultural lUniver-
ity assumes such sigaificance in our overall strategy
for eradicating hunger and malnutrition —'and' for
using agricultural development not only for pro-
viding more food but also for creating more jobs
" and income.

(Excerpts from the convocation address of the Director-
General of Indian Council of Agricultural Reseafch at the
Assam Agricultural University on April 24, 19731.

Lucknow Project Goes into
Action

Sarva Seva Farm of Yinobagram

The Vinobagram Sarva Seva Farm near| Vaduga-
patty in Coimbatore district is one of the four farms
to develop the Bhoodan lands. The farm covers 622
acres of rocky soil with a hillock at its cedtre. The
whole uncultivable area is slowly being "converted
into cultivable land, * . '

In 1954, the Mandradiyar families danated 622

acres of land to Bhoodan .movement. About 82
farmers were alloted the land. Due to water
scarcity in the area they abandoned and left the
place. : _ <. ;
- Later the Bhoodan Board and an Italian Peace
Movement (Movimento Sviluppo E Pace) u:rhich had
done commendable work in the farms of Ramnad
and Madurai districts were invited to reclaim the
lands and all help was offered to them. .
The Italian Peace Movement Sanctioned Rs.
50,000 for the reclamation. As there wa:é; shortage
of labour, the Bhoodan Board brought 22 families,

mostly harijans from other places and allowed them
to settle in the farm.

Four wells have been sunk in the farm.{ There is
a canal nearby. Pump sets have been| installed,
Enocugh water is available for irrigation.  Paddy,

Ragi, Bajra are being grown in reclajimed lands.
Loans taken for land rec¢lamation are bcling repaid
simultancously. One fourth of the total land was
reclaimed slowly and steadily. With thk construc-
tion of a check dam by ‘Youth Again!st Famine’
campaign of Madras University campers, another 150

acres will be made suitable for cultivdtion. The -

whole farm is expected to be made cultivable in five
years, : '

KURUKSHETRA - July. 16, 1973 *

THE RURAL INDUSTRIES PROJECT, LUCKNOW, i5 one of
the five new projects taken up in 1971-72 in Uttar
Pradesh in areas where pilot rural electrical coopera-
tives have been set up. It covers the entire district
excluding towns with a population of more than
15,000. Its main objective is to . make people
industry-conscious through intensive promotional
efforts which include provision. of training facilities,
technical guidance, finance, raw materials and
marketing facilities. Through these efforts it is
proposed to stimulate the growth of clusters of
modern type small-scale industrial units which

while utilising local skills and raw materials will
create non-farm employment.

The pattern of resources and existing industries
in Lucknow indicate possibilities of starting a large
number of small industries, like aluminium utensils,
porcelain items, builders’ hardware, water lifting
handpumps and umbrella assembly.

A techno-economic survey in the district has been
conducted to assess the resources and chalk out

-schemes.

The base of the existing small-scale units is being
strengthened through techmical assistance and
through efforts to solve their difficuities, During
the current financial year, it is proposed to upgrade
the skills of the local artisans by setting up training
centres. Apart from imparting training in the
departmental centres, inplant training of skilled
hands is also being arranged in and outside the
district. Some of the prospective entrepreneurs are

being taken on a study tour of various units in
major industrial towns. '

The Government of India has earmarked 10 per
cent of the scarce and imported raw materials for
the industrial units situated in rural industries pro-
jects. As such new entrepreneurs will find it pro-
fitable to start their industries in the Lucknow
Project. Apart from loans from the project nucleus
funds, institutional loans are granted by the State
Bank of India, and Uttar Pradesh Finanece Corpora-
tion. Machinery on hire-purchase is made available
through National Small Industries Corporation and
the U.P. Small Industries Corporation. The entre-
preoeur has to deposit only 10 per cent of the
value of indigenous machinery, and the remaining
90 per cent is paid by the concerned corporation

which is recovered from the entrepreneur in casy '

instalments spread over a number of years.. A
technician entrepreneur is required to deposit only
five per cent of the vajue of machinery. The Pro-
Ject organisation assists and guides entrepreneurs -in

gelting these facilities as also the special incentives -

announced by the Central and State Governments._




Panchayati Raj in Mauritius

CHITTURMUN DUKHIRA

LOCAL GOVERNMENT in Mauritius in its various forms,
dates back to the early days of the French occupa-
tion. In 1790, following the revolutionary char_iges
in France, elected municipalities “*‘comites de munici-
palites”” were set up in all districts. These local
councils functioned until 1802, when they were all
dissolved by a consular decree.

When, in 1810, the British conquered the island,
local democracy, at least for about half a century,
was not given proper encouragement. Following
petitions for elected municipalities, on 27th Decem-
ber, 1849, was passed Ordinance No. 16 creating a
Municipal Corporation for Port Louis. In ‘1890, a
Board of (nominated} Commissioners was created
for Curepipe. Similar Boards were set up in 1896 in
Beau Bassin/Rose Hill and Quatre Bornes. Branch
Road Boards, presided over by the elected members
for the (rural) districts concerned, were appointed in
1900 to supervise communications and public works.
The District Boards were abolished in 1939. The
two-tier structure for rural local government was
introduced in 1951, when were established Village
and District Councils. Following the general legis-
lative elections of 1959, the Ministry of Local
Government was established. Subsequently on 30th
June, 1962, the famous local Government -Ordinance
No. 16 was enacted, consolidating the laws relating
to Village, District and Urban Councils.

From 1962 to the present day, some quite impor-
tant changes have taken place in both urban and
rural administrations. On the urban scene, on the
occasion of the Independence Day, 12th March, 1968,
the four Town Councils of Plaines Wilhems were
made Municipalities with Mayors at their head.

In September, 1971, the Local Government Fina-
ncial Relations Commission was appointed.” Its
report is being awaited, -

Present Structure

About two-thirds of the territory of Mauritius are
under the jurisdiction of rural councils, structured
on a two-tier basis. Over the 98 Village Councils
are superimposed three District Councils. District
Councils are empowered “to acquire, hold and
dispose of property, movable and immovable”.

Extracts from a paper prejmred by the autimr, who is tregsurer-
cum-deputy secretary of the Pamplemousses|Riviere du Rempart
District Council in Mauritius.. .

& , KURUKSHETRA

_Apart from the many functions it discharges, the
District Council can ““undertake works generally for

the welfare of the inhabitants of the district”.
Village Councils too have the same powers as, if not
even more than (though without adequate funds and
without the proper administrative machinery),
District Councils. Their additional powers are con-
nected with public markets and places of auction,
works of afforestation, terracing and tree-planting
and removal. The concurrent powers are in respect
of roads, water supply, cemeteries, schools, public
health and sanitation.

The Village Councillors of a District Council
area which comprises 5 divisions each grouping
several village council areas choose from amongst
themselves 15 representatives, or 3 for every division.
This number of 15 District Councillors is Increased
to 18 after the appointment, by the Minister of Local
Government, of 3 nominees. Each District Council,
just as each Village Council, has a chairman and a
vice-chairman. But as regards the Village Council,
it comsists of only 12 members—9 elected and three
nominated. Each District Council has on its per-
manent establishment a Secretary and a Treasurer as
well as other officers and workers. The Village
Council, however, has no'permanent staff of its own.
The national advisory body grouping representatives
of the three District Councils is called the-Asroci-
ation of District Councils.

Indirect representation, whereby District Council-
lors, are elected, on a division basis by Village

- Councillors, precludes all sense of - accountability to

the district population. - This device of indirect
election, often resorted to by the opponents of
popular rule, is most typical of the undemocratic
character of representative government. To remedy

~ this situation, the 98 existing Village Councils could

be altogether scrapped. These authorities, although
empowered to discharge certain functions, practically
do nothing, or serve as mere agents of the District
Councils, being greatly hampered because of the
dire lack of funds. In the wake of the local elections,
several factions spring up, and harmony becomes a
far ¢ry for at least some time. To avoid frustration
amongst members as well as to curb dissensions and
factionalism in the rural areas in the wake of Jocal
elections, Village Councils themselves could be
abolished. The rural districts then could be divided
into four units, each under the jurisdiction of a
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District Authority. The area of each District [Autho-
rity Id be made up of five wards, on which
elections would be based. :
In a small country like ours covering only 720
square miles, of which almost all the habitable
regions are already ‘electrified and provided with
piped water-supply as well as with motor'-worthy
roads, not to mention an efficient telephone network,
most villages look progressive, if not sophisticated.
No fundamental difference is discernible |.in the
accent, culture and other traits of a municipal-
administered and in those of a citizen residing in the
-area of a District Council. All this taken into con-

g Sideration, it is found that there cou]d_eagily be in .

Mauritius nine local government units—five Muni-
cipalities and four District Authorities—alll having
more or less the same powers and 1nvolved in guite

identical services. |

Functions

The rural authorities carry out comparatively
fewer functions than the municipalities] Village
Councils, "as a result of the centralization at the
district level of such services as refuse collection and
disposals, running of needlework and handicraft
classes, roadworks and public lighting aré: reduced
to the role of serving as agencics for thle District
Councils. Lack of funds, which is a great limiration
upon the activities of the District Councils, |act as a
serious deterrent on Village Councils which, although
composed of democratically-elected representatlves
are confined to a mainly, though not exclusively,
advisory role.

As for the District Councils, which are made up
of a more selective membership and to! which is
attached a permanent and qualified personnel, they
look after the public beaches within their jurisdic-
tion, offer scholarships for the pursuit of secondary
education, run fairs, do repairs to, and maintain
roads and bridges, run needlework and handlcraft
classes, perform scavenging service, keep up cemete-
ries. undertake capital projects for Village Councils
and on ils own behalf, as well as issue restaurant
licences and "permits for some trades. Ful"thermore,
there is close collaboration between the District
Councils and the Ministry of Youth and Sports for
the organisation of sporting and cultural activities
in the districts. Close cooperation is also manifest
with the Social Weifare Department.

With the elimination of Village Couuncils the same
functions—in fact more functions might be envisaged
—could be discharged, provided more revenues are
made to accrue, by the District Councils as those of
their urban counterparts. However, depending upon
the special needs of its localities, a particular council’s
functions may differ from those of anoth!er. Apart

from the combined list of functions enumerated in
respect of Municipalities and District Authorities
some additional functions could be entrusted to the
Municip_alities,-District Authorities and the Island
Council of Rodrigues. To begin with, education at
pre-primary level, instead of being provided by
private individuals, could be the concern of local
authorities. :

Although the local government legislation pro-
vides that elections should be held every three years,
it is noticed that in practice this is not adhered to.’
Now and then, Government utilizes its legislative
weapon. Amendments are made to postpone the
election from one year to another. It may be
underlined that the absence of periodic elections
deprives the citizens an opportunity to pass
Jjudgement on their representatives, many of whom
are afraid to face the electorate to renew their
mandate.

Upon the abolition of Village Councils, advisory
bodies known as Village or Regional Boards could
be constituted to look locally after the welfare of
the inhabitants of specific areas with populations of
10,000 "to 12,000. These sub organizations, under
the control of the local authotities, would be con-

ferred some delegated powers. They would be agents

of the District Authorities and Municipalities.

Undeniably, the national government should have
the ultimate control ovér the local councils which
are, after all, creatures of Parliament. Yet, at the
other extreme, if local authorities do not have a
wide measure of latitude to exercise their functions
within the prescribed ambit of the law, they would
cease to be local government at all. What is, there-
fore needed is to have a balance of control and
mdcpendence

At the national level the ten local govern-
ment bodies, could federate under the banner of the
Local Authorities’ Association. This central organi-
zation, with a permanent full-time secretary and a
reasonable number of assistants, would have a fixed
office. Tts main object would be to speak as a
united voice when dealing with the central authori-
ties in respect of local government. The office of
this national body would serve as a Central Informa-
tion Bureau, where local government literature
would be available.

To provide additional services, iet alone to
intensify the existing ones, and render them more
efficient, local government units should have the
necessary financial strength. The total grant from
Government accounts for not less than 85 per cent of
a District Council’s revenue. As for its direct
revenue, it is chleﬂy derived from entertainment tax,
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including advertisement fees. Other fees accruing
to the District Councils’include burial and related
fees. Most of the funds of the local authorities
could be locally raised, though a good amount may
come as well from Government coffers.

Funds

Both in the municipal areas-and in the rural
districts, the rates on the immovable property may be
levied not on the net annual value, as is the current
practice both in England and in urban Mauritius,
but depending upon the capital value. Furthermore,
a lump-sum land rate could be imposed by both
urban and rural councils. Another source of
revenue could come from the Sugar Industry Labour
Welfare Fund, which has been set up to work for
the welfare of all those engaged directly or indirectly
in the production and export of sugar.

To uniformize and rationalize the government
grants to local authorities, a new formula might be
adopted. Every authority, be it a Municipality or a
District Authority or the Istand Council of Rodri-
gues, could receive a reasonable fixed (say Rs. 10)
per capita grant together with the total refund of
expenditure incurred’ on the payment of salaties,
retirement pensions and passages of the holders of
all Ministry-approved posts. Special grants, on top
of the capitation and administrative grants, could be
made to those local authorities which have parti-
cular needs. Government, moreover, could make a
percentage grant of 50 per cent to the local authority,
which would embark itself upon solid, capital pro-
jects.

As in the United Kingdom, cooption on the
Committees could be possible over here. People
with special interest in, or with specialist knowledge
of, certain subjects, can be invited to form part of
the membership of appropriate committees. Their
contributions can be of great value, although they
may not vote. :

At present each local authority appoints its own .
officers, who can be dismissed on filmsy pretexts, at.

the discretion of the councillors. To ensure a-high-
quality and fair recruitment of pe_rsonne'l in respect
of local government bodies the responsibility could
"be entrusted to the Public Service Commission.

As bureaucratic efficiency can only be related to
holding real expertise, the training of local govern-

ment officers, either locallly or in foreign, advanced .

countries, might be increasingly encouraged.

Now, more than ever, local government must be
regarded as a form of local public administration

with a well-defined structure, consisting of elected
local authorities, each carrying out a range of
services and financing jtself partly from its own local

‘rura] districts”.

tax. No doubt, in Mauritius local government can
be given a more comprehensive purpose in t?post-

independence era. Real eronomic progress depends
considerably upon increased local self-government.
In this respect Dr. A.B. Lewis stated *if an underde-
veloped nation wants to achieve economic develop-
ment, it must first change its government structure s0
as to provide local seli-government forits villages and
Local government bodies, elected
periodically and endowed with an efficient bureauc-
racy, as well as with the necessary statotory powers,
can live up to their roles. >

LEGAL AID TO THE POOR

The Committee for Legal Aid to the poor headed
by Mr. Justice V. R. Krishna Iyver has recommended
a sensitive and specialised mechanism of legal assist-
ance for the working class, peasantry, scheduled
castes, scheduled tribes, Jawans in the Armed
Forces, and other minority groups. A specialised
legal service has also been suggested for women and
children in view of their peculiar légal problems, us
well as for the people living in far-flung mountainous
regions and inaccessible islands. -

Poverty and backwardness as well as the special-
social conditions prevailing in India ‘have been the
criteria for determining the type of legal assistance‘
recommended in the report, submitted to the Union
Minister for Law, Justice and Company Aﬁ'&irs,
Shri H.R. Gokhale, on June 3. .

The Committee has also recommended that the
legal profession must develop a new awareness of its
commitment to the poor and backward people and
give expression to it concretely. The recommenda-
tions cover not merely legal assistance in litigation
but also advice, as a preventive legal service, to
avoid litigation. The legal aid, as recommended
in the Report, embraces civil, criminal and even
administrative proceedings. Recommendations have
also been made for legal education and research,
student-run legal aid clinics, as part of clinical legal
education, and the sacio-legal research. :

A competent training programme for lawyers,
judges and social workersin the legal aid pro-
grammeé has also been recommended.

The comprehensive coverage of recommendations

first phase of implementation on a nation-wide scale
is estimated to involve an outlay of about Rs. four
crores.

will be implemented in a phased programme. The |
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‘Haryana—‘White Revolution’ in the Making

R.P. KATARIA*

BEFORE THE formation of Haryana, dairy development
in . the region remained neglected. Despite the fact
that Haryana cows and Murrah buffaloes are famous
in the colntry, there was only a small pasteuring
- plant at Hissar with installed capacity of less than
~ 4,000 litres of milk per day. With the formation
of the new State of Haryana, the State Government
created a separate department of Dairying and Milk
Supply. This department has been converted into
an autonomous corporation.

~ In order to bring ‘White Revolution’ in the State,
special milk schemes have been formulated., The
State Government sanctioned three projects, namely
Jind Milk Project, Bhiwani Milk Project, and Ambala
Milk Project. There is a proposal to expand the

existing dairy at Hissar by the setting up of a cheese .

plant at an estimated cost of Rs. 7 lakhs-after its
transference from Punjab Dairy Development
Corporation. In addition to these four plants, plans
are being drawn up for the setting up of four milk
plants.

The milk plant at Jind was commlssmned on 5th
December, 1970. During the year 1972, this milk
plant processed 88,45,006 kgs. of milk into butter,
ghee, whole milk powder, and skimmed milk
powder. The quantity of milk processed at milk
plant, ‘Bhiwani, was 1,52,000 kgs. The milk plant
at Ambala, which is primarily being set up to pro-
vide liquid- pasteurised milk to the twin towns of
Ambala City and Cantonment is likely to be com-
missioned within the next three months. The initial
capacity will be 20,000 litres expandable to 50,000

* litres per day.

. To facilitate collection of milk and avcid- deteri-

oration in its quality befofe reaching the reception
dock at the plants concerned, 12 chilling centres at
different central places have been established. Three
more are proposed to be established in Ihe near
future.

Lucratlve Procurement Price

To improve the milk yield, a lucrative procure-
ment price is paid to the producers. A quintal of
milk containing 6.2 per cent fat is paid about Rs. 96,
and the price varies with the percentage of fat cont-
ent from Rs. 96 to about Rs. 130 per quintal. In the
case of milk supply cooperatlvc “societies, a com-

mission of 4.5 per cent is paid to each society besides

3 per cent for transportation charges. This. price

*Lecturer in Economics, D.AV. College (Lahore), Ambala City

- the State since the beginning of the plans.

incentive helps in preserving the cattle wealth which
was being depleted by the sending out. of cows and
buffaloes to slaughter-houses. -

' To encourage public response to the various milk
schemes, medium and short-term loans for the pur-
chase of buffaloes and cows are given. Under the
Milk Plant Projects at Jind, Bhiwani and Ambala, a
sum of Rs. 2.16 crores would-be advanced as mediumnm-
term loans o the members of the milk supply co-
operative societics. The Agricultural
Corporation has already sanctioned assistance for
the implementation of Jind Milk Supply Scheme.
Under this scheme, 90 milk supply socicties have
been organised with a membership of 6,405; medium
term loans of Rs. 30.05 lakhs and short term loans
of Rs. 31.02 lakhs have already been advanced.
These societies are supp]ymg 15,100 htres dally to
the Jind Chiiling plant.

Emphasis is also laid on improving the breed of
cows and buffaloes. Improvement of quality by
cross and controlled-breeding has been going on in
“In 1962,
4 new strain of dairy cattle, Karan Swiss, has been
developed at the National Dairy Research “Institute,
Karnal. On an average, Karan Swiss cattle pro-
duce 60 per cent more milk than the Sahiwal per
lactation and more than twice when total life time
production is taken. S

Under the Fourth Five Year Plan two Intenswe
Cattle. Development Projects at Jind and Pehowa
have been established. These  projects aim at. cattle
improvement through modern and scientific techni-
que of artificial insemination with superior, indigen-
ous as well as exotic bulls. Similarly the Jersey
Cross Breeding Station, Jagadhri, has been streng-
thened with the opening of 12 sub centres attached
to it so as to cover more indigenous cattle under
systematic breeding.

Better and more fodder is the first prerequisite to
increase milk’ production. . Several fodder-cropping
programmes .were tried at the National Dairy
Research” Institute, Karnal, to step up the fodder
yield and to increase the number of high yielding
dairy- cattle. Two programmes which gave best
results were developed. - :

‘Future Plans

Under “Operation Flood”, plans .are ahéad to

start two more chilling plants for which Rs. 3.92

crores ‘have. been earmarked. Out of this, Rs. 1.48
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. taken to set up 12 more chilling centres.

}

crores would be spent for establishing a Feeder'
Balancing Plant at Rohtak with a capacity of hand-
ling one lakh litres of milk per day. The new chilling
plants will have a capacity of 20,000 litres each and
expandable upto 40,000 litres. Steps are being
"After the

completion of these centres, Haryana will- have a

-network of 24 chilling centres of its own besides

the chilling centres already set up by the Delhi Milk
Scheme in the districts of Gurgaon, Karnal and
Rohtak.

The Government of Haryana proposes to set up

© milk plants in all the districts in the State and even

in parts of districts where the milk potential justifies
it. In the draft Fifth Five Year Plan of the State,

‘milk plants- are proposed to be set up at Rewari,

Faridabad, Sirsa-Fatehabad belt, Jagadhri,

Pmpat
‘and two rural dairy-cum-distribution centles at

Narnaul and Kaithal, It is estimated that after the
implerpentation of more projects under the Fxfth Plan,
a network of dairy plants would be set up through-
out the State and a milk grid would be created.

The success of the “White Revolution’ however,
will depend on the rapidity with which the facilities
of artificial insemination are provided in the villages.
To achieve further success it is suggested that hybrid
cows and buffaloes are auctioned in .large numbers.

. Villagers should also -be trained in the rearing of

cattle and in the production of different crops and
fodder having high nutritive value.

ADOPTION PROBLEMS OF SMALL FARMERS

NIRMAL KANTI SAHA

THe SMALL farmers constitute the vast majority

‘among the cultivaﬁng households in the couniry.

They are handicapped in introducing new technology
in the means of production. As a whole, they possess
a low socio-economic status and are educationally

backward. They are exploited by the institutions,.

big. farmers and the local money-lenders. - Due to
economic backwardness the smali farmers are not
able to avail the benefits of new technology in agr:i_-
-culture. The extension agency also by-pass the
small faimers and. pay more attention to the big
cultivators. = Thus the disparity between the big
fatmers-landlords and the small farmers has been
increasing day by day. The former group is getting
the major benefits of all the programmes and plan-
ning.

. The small farmer is characterised by small and
fragmented holding, lack of assured means of irriga-

..tion, and household expenditure involving more than

75 per cent of the receipt. Double or multiple
cropping has. not been-adopted by small farmers to
the desired extent. The small farmers are also
handicapped financially and they have no capamty
andfor will to take to new technology

A number of factors stand on the way of small
cultivators  adopting agricultural : innovations.

- Some techno-economic problems followed by social

problems - influence " the rate of adoption of new
technology by the small farmers.

Fragmentat:on of land is an acute problem at
this stage. Hence cultivation using modern techno-
logy is very difficult. In small plots of land the
-introduction  of improved agrlcu]tura] techniques is

!

10

- rent .basis.

‘ innovations.

impossible. Our field data (Saha 1972) reveal the
positive association between the size of holdlng and
adoption of agricultural innovation. It was noticed
that 79.6 per cent of the farmers having more than
10 acres of holding -had adopted improved. seeds, -
whereas it had decreased to 75.3 per cent, 62.9

" per cent and 43.2 per cent among those having 7-10

acres, 3-7 acres, and betow 3 acres of land. This was
due to the fact that the farmers having large size of
holdings are able to afford finance which is essential
for any innovation. Amnother reason is that
acceptance of any new idea is a matter of risk and
the farmers having small holdings, do not want to
bear that risk as they have no sufficient money.

There is positive relationship between ownership
of land and adoption of innovations. It was found
that more than 65 per cent of the farmers who had
their own land, adopted improved seeds, fertilisers,
pesticides, etc. This figure comes down to 20 per cent
in the case of the farmers who cutivate the land on °
This is due to the fact that the farmers
who possess small holdings .are compelled 1o
hire the land from the fellow farmers. Facilities for
loan are extremely limited for such cultivators. As
a result it becomes difficult for them to make invest-
ments to improve their agriculture. -

Due to low income a large number of small cul-
tivators possess no bullocks or only one bullock.
They have to hire bullocks during cultivation of
their lands. So they are not willing to take to

- The main problem of small cultivators is the lack
of adequate irrigation facilities. Qur study on
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irrigation facilities.

. ‘the farmers,

“Adoption of H.Y.V. pa.ddy and wheat, in West
i reveals that large number of small farmers

‘grow high yielding varieties due to lack-of
The high price of HY.V. seeds
also discourage small farmers. Prasad (1967) . repot-

do no

“ted that 42.2 per cent of the non-adopters of improv-

ed seeds did not adopt it due to high cost. It was
also observed- that supply of the seeds had been
inadequate and not timely. Sometimes, the smali
farmers do not get the fertilizers-when it is needed.
It was reported from the study that high cost
andlack of money were main reasons given by the
“fnajority of non-adopters of fertilizers. Insecticides
are rarcly used by the small farmer_s High cost
of insecticides, equipments as well as small and
fragmented holdings were the main reasons for non-
adoption as reported by the majority of the non-
-adopters.

It has been observed that higher the income of
greater is the adoption of the innova-
tions.

“innovations. It

Education and social status are the two important
social factors which affect adoption of agricultural

was found that the adoption
of innovations
educational level of the farmers. The small farmers
cahnot afford higher education for themselves as well
as for their children due to poor means. So they are
left behind the educated farmers who develop more
contacts with the extension agencies and get know-
ledge about innovations.

It was also observed that the membershlp of rural
mstrtutlons or organisations affect the adoptlon
behaviour of the farmers.

organisations are well aware of improved technology

to be applied in farming. The small farmers gener- -

ally have low social status in the society and their
representation in formal organisations, like pan-
chayats, cooperatives, etc. is inadequate. * Due to

this the small cultivators are not able to get inform- -

ation about- mew technology which affects their

adoption practices. -

increased with the increase in the .

The members of such

MULTI CROP SYSTEM"
IN
TODA BHIM

- BALRAM DUTT SHARMA

WITH THE assistance given by the Union Government,
the Rajasthan Government has introduced a multi-
crop system in the Toda Bhim Panchayat Samiti of
Sawai Madhopur district in the State. The farmers
of this panchayat samiti appreciate the steps taken
by the Government.

An official of the State Agriculture department
works out the system practlcally in the fields. He
chalks out. a plan for the whole crop season, and
suggests the farming techniques.

. The department spends Rs. 30,000 every year to
meet the expenditure incurred on fertilizers, improved
seeds, and irrigation facilities. :

Under this multi-crop system, four specialists of
different subjects guide the agriculture assistants.
They also investigate the requirements, methods and
scopes of such system, keeping in view the climate
and environment of the area.
done in ten villages of the panchayat samiti.
findings of - the specialists are demonstrated by the
agriculture assistants in the selected farms. The
‘Union Government also givés Rs. 10,000 every year
for these demonstration purposes,

To educate and train the field workers as’ well as.

. farmers an amount of Rs. 3,000 is spent every .year.

The research is being .
The -

Exhibitions and demonstrations were organised
in the various. villages in 16 fields last year. Potato,
rice, groundnut, wheat, bajra and mustard culti-
vation were conducted-on an experimental basis.
The fast growing ‘‘chandarmukhi” potato sown

. between the Rubi and the Kharif season was the ‘most

remunerative operation of the last year. The farmers
have gained much from their fields by this multr-crop
experiment.

-

AERIAL SPOTTING OF CROP. DANGERS

A TECHNIQUE of aerial photography that was develop-
ed during the world war to help the Royal Air
Force detect camouflaged enemy tanks is - being used
in Britain by the Ministry of Agriculture to warn
farmers of the disease in their crops. -

The Ministry’s aerial

already shown that black-and-whrte photographs

with infra-red equipment can detect the source of -

potato blight, It is now using colour photographs
to help it identify crop disease even.more quickly:+

In this way it is possible to detect sigus of stress
experienced by the interior of the leaves of a plant
which has recently contracted a disease long before
the green colour of the plant begins to fade and is
seen on a-normal colour film. 5

Trials by the Ministry have'already —shoWn that
-the new téchnique can detect the presedce of yellow
rust in a field of wheat about 14 days before.any
symptoms are obvious from the ground. -

- T (BIS)
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Nutrition in

Rural India®

- RAJAMMAL P. DEVADAS**

THe INDUSTRIAL Nutrition programme aims at
improving the nutritional status of the vulnerable
groups among industrial labourers, namely, the
expectant and nursing women and their young
children. CARE is assisting the programme with
large donations of food commodities.

The Midday Meal's programme was first started
in Tamil Nadu in 1958. Several state governments
and local commijttees meet the expenses, CARE
gives Bulgar wheat, CSM and oil for the purpose.
In Tamil Nadu alone, more than 32,000 elementary
schools provide midday meals to over 1.8 million
pupils for 200 days in a year.

Many eflorts have been taken by Sri Avmash:l- '

ingam Trust Institutions towards improyving the
nutritional status of school children in the commun-~
ity through organising school lunch programmes. The
results of the studies on the midday meals scheme
conducted in our Basic school ate very encouraging,
evidencing remarkable changes in the heights,
weights and over-all nutritional status and nutritional
knowledge of children part1c1pat1ng
meals programmes,
Rural Problems .

The various feeding programmes in the rural
areas are functioning under many handicaps which
restrict their efficiency. Studies conducted by Sri
Avinashilingam Home Science College reveal the
shortcomings listed below:

1) Absence of nutrition education.

2) Irregular and inadéquate feeding.

3} Difficulties in the transport of food to the

feeding centres.

4) Lack of kitchen- facilities for cooking and

storage of food in the Centre.

5) Lack of cooperation from parents and the :

public,
6) Unhygienic and scarce water supply.

7) Irregular and inadequate supply of funds for

buying fuel and other for contingent expenses,
and

8) Absence .of gmdance and evaluation "of the §

programme.
The food mgredient_s used in the feeding pro-
grammes should be local, so that overheads in

*First. part of the amcle was pubhshed in Kurukshetra dated
17.73

- ®*Director, Sri. Avmashalmgam Home Science College for
Waomen, Coimbatore : -
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in- midday -

" to the peglect of the educational aspect.

transport and storage ¢an be reduced to a minimum
and the eventual continuation of the programme
through the community’s own efforts will become
possible.

The average caloric deficit in the dietaries of _
pre-school children in the poor communities is of
the order of 300 to 400 calories per day. The mini-
mum quantity of food supplement needed to meet
this caloric gap would be around .75 g. of cereal-
legume-oilseed mixture. On this scientific basis,
formulations of the supplements, with the necessary
calorie-nutrient composition can be achieved with
local foods. It should be cnsured that these supple-
ments do not become replacements of home diets.
For this purpose nutrition education must form
part of all supplementary feeding programmes.

Several experimental and epidemiological studies
have established synergism between nutrition. and
infection. Therefore feeding programmes have to
be integrated with health and welfare programmes
to form a composite package programme, which will
include, apart from feeding, nutrition education,
immunijsation and improvement of environmental
sanitation.. Mutual reinforcing effect of cach of the
components of this package, will ensure an impres-
sive total effect on the community.

Feeding programmes must be looked upon as an
important tool of nutrition education. The failure
of many feeding programmes may be directly traced
Nautrition

A Feeding Progamme Ina Village
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education can ensure better community participation
also.

Involvement and cooperation of the mother is of
vital - importance for the successful operation of
feeding programmes for children.
~ The economics, nutritional adequacy, hygienic
and educational factors should be kept in view,
while planning feeding programmes. Nutritional
a2l p iy can be ensured by feeding adequate quanti-
_<ies of foods regularly, Regularity in timing and the
- pattern of feeding is essential for promoting growth
vand maintaining the health of the children, inspir-

“"ing them with confidence and developing good food

‘habits. .

‘Feeding programmes in prq~schools and other
educational stages should be utilised as tools for
teaching nutrition in a practical manner.

Many feeding programmes have failed because
of lack of specifically defined. goals and proper
evaluation from the goals and proper evaluation
from the beginning. Therefore, evaluation' should
be an integral-part of feeding programmes from
their inception, to give a sense of direction towards
the desired goal. Ewaluation should be built into
the operation of the programme to ensure its lasting
SUCCEss. '

Take Home Scheme

The author and her colleagues conducted diet
surveys and nutrition education every year in the
-nearby rural communities to find out the present
nutritional status and improve it through nutrition
education. Studies have been carried out to evaluate
the ANP and suggest methods to improve it. One
‘project has been recently completed on the ““Take
home food systems approach’ on behalf of ihe
Government of India, Government of Tamil Nadu
and USAID. The basic objective of this ‘Take
home® food project was to test the hypothesis that
mothers will feed their children with nutritious food

if it was made available to them. The results proved

conclusively that mothers were feeding their children

© with nutritious food .given free of cost to them.
This would reduce unnecessary expenditure of monéy
for organising on-the-spot fecding.programmes.

It is hoped that intensification.of integrated
nutrition programmes on ‘Take home’ food approach
in different parts of India, will contribute to the
improvement of the nutritional status of rural com-
munities. Such programme should emphasise over-

~all development of the rural communities with

nutrition education as the medium and nutrition
supplémeniation as tool for development. Simulta-

“neous effort must be made to improve adult literacy .

and to produce literature for functional fiteracy in
regard to nutrition and welfare.

- . (Concludcd)_
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Make Wealth out of Waste

EACH DAY, an untold quantity of both human and
animal waste goes waste in our country. This, if used
as a compost, would not only enrich the soil with organic
matter but also improve the soil structure so necessary
Jor continuous good yields. '
What Is Composting

Organic waste such as crop wastes, straw wastes,
husks, stubbles, leaves, green weeds, cattle-shed sweep-
ings, efc., are converted into valuable manure by the
process of biological fermentation, popularly known as
composting. So, what is rormally thrown out as ‘waste’
can be converted into a rich compost manure which is

superior to ordinary farmyards manure.
"How To Prepare

Where the sub-soil water level and the annual rainfall
are high, it is always better to adopt ‘heap system’.
Otherwise, ‘pit systemt’ of compost making can be
.adopted successfully. ' _

Dig pits of 4.5x1.50x1 metres (15 x5 x3%).
The number of pits you should dig will depend upon the
number of cattle you keep.

Better fill the pits in compartments. For this, make,
partition of bamboo sticks, dry stalks of jowar or maize
or some such material in the pit, -

- Collect cattle dung daily from the cattle-shed. Mix
it thoroughly with urine soaked litter and place in the
compartment in 25 1o 30 cm layer. Sprinkle soil over
it. Put the second day’s collection over the first day’s
layer in the pit. Repeat this. till the pit is filled and the
heap is raised a foot above the ground level. Cover it
with a two-inch layer of soil and see that no air gets
into it, ’ ’ '

Farm wastes such as waste fodders or weeds, Jarm
sweepings, etc., are spread on the floor of the cattle-shed
to form a good bedding for the animals. This will
absort urine. Afterwards, mix this urine soaked litter
with cattle dung and put in the pit in layers as described
above. .

Waste materials such as sugarcane-trash, paddy
husk, forest leaves, water hyacinth, efc., can successfully
be converted into a rich compost manure. In places
where the rainfall or sub-soil water level is very high,

“adopt the ‘heap system® of composting.

Select a high-level plot and raise on it a small
plaiform of 3.5x2.5 metres ( 12" x8") with stone
pieces or bricks, 6 inches (15 cm) higher than the sur-
rounding ground level. Mix the day’s collection of
urine-soaked refuse and dung properly, and spread layer
of 15 to 20 em (6 to 8 inches) onthe platform regularly.

. Cover that with dry earth or dry refuse in a 5 cm 2

inches) layer. Go on adding each day's collections till
the heap réaches a height of 1.25 to 2.5 metres (4' x 6.
Plaster it with a paste of dung and earth. All the
matter is converted into a fine compost in about Jour
months_and is then ready for use. (FIU)
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Official—Non-official ‘Relationship in
Community Development Administration

ONE OF the requirements for the success of panchayati

'”:g raj is understanding and harmony between officials -

and non-officials. Panchayati rajis an attempt to
build political, economic and social democracy below
the state level based on democratic decentralisation
of power and responsibility through statutory local
bodies. The problem of official—non-official relation-
ship is not peculiar to the panchayati raj alone; it
also exists at the state and national levels, But it is
only at the local level that it~ adversely affects the
administration of rural commumty development and
welfare programmes.

- One of the assumptions of panchayatl raj has been

that both officials and non-officials would adjust
themselves to the changing situation as a result of the
transfer of power and responsibility to. popular re-
presentatives in the field of .community development,
welfare planning and admioistration. Unfor-
tunately this change has not taken place fully as
anticipated. On the one hand, the non-officials are
. keen in assuming power and responsibility from the
officials and on the other hand the officials are mot
willing to transfer initiative and leadership to the
elected representatives of panchayati raj.
position facing panchaydti raj which is an attempt
to devolve power and responsibility pertaining to
rural development and welfare from bureaucratlc
to democratic administration.

The old system of dual control over the extension

officers has resulted in condlict between them and the. -

generalist. This has been one of the problems of
.community development ad
extension officers are under the administrative and
operational control of the B.D.O. as well as under
the technical control of the concerned - district level
technical departments.
of " -triple control—administrative, technical and
political—has resulted in the problem of inter-
personal relations not only between the non-officials

~and the B.D.O. but also between the B.D.O: and, the'

- exteénsion officers.

The introduction of panchayan ra] has. broughtf

the polltlcal or democratic machmery and the admi-
“nistrative machinery more or less on equal pos1t10n

*Lecturer in Public Adm;ms!ratwn. Callege of Post-Graduate
Srud;es Gandhigram (PO), Madura: Dist., Tamil Nadu

’
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and status without any clear definition of their roles,
position, powers and "functions in the Panchayati
Raj Acts, Rules and Regulations. This is one of the
- causes of tension beiween officials and non-officials.

The other is the principle of separation of powers bet--

ween the deliberative wing and the executive wing of
panchayati.raj administration according to which
“the non-officials are entrusted with policy
making and demsmn taking while execution and
implementation of pohcnes and decisions are the
responsibility of the officials assigned to panchayati
.1aj. In other words, non-officials have power,
and .officials responsibilities pertaining to rural
development administration. .

Although in theory the formulation and 1mplem—
entation of rural development are- entrusted to the
non-officials_of panchayati raj, in actual practice
both the formulatton and Imp]ementatron are-by the
oﬁiClaIs *This also causes conflict.

"The theoretical i 1mage of panchayatl raj is that
panchayati raj institutions are organs of self‘-govern-
ment at their own levels. Butthe operational image
is that they are agents of the state government. This
gap between theory and practice of panchayati raj
is also responsible for conflict. :

Need for Mutual Underétanding’

Under the exlstmg Panchayati Raj set up, the
non-officials have to approve the plans and projects
- decided on by the state and central governments and
hence enjoy only a limited role. Since there is no
genuine decentralisation of administrative and. fin-
ancial power and responsibility below.the state level,
‘and the process of democratic decentralisation has
not been - fully established, the officials have to assist

in the education and training of non-officials so as to -

enable them to man “the panchayati raj bodies
efficiently and- effectively. This indicates a genuine
need for mutual respect, trust and understanding
between ofﬁc1als and non-officials.

; 'Both the oﬂicnals and- non: ‘officials should know
what precisely are their respective roles that they are -
supposed to play in Panchayati Raj administration
- as well as'their respective place’ or position in the
Panchayan Raj ofganisation. In addmon, the non-
officials must know how the officials perceive their
ro]es and what officials expect of non-officials and

-
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vice versa. In the absence of mutual understanding
and agreement between officials and non- -officials
with regard to their aliocated rolcs which are differ-
ent, there is bound to be conflict. In short,
both the officials and non-officials should understand

not only their respective roles and theroles of others, .

but also appreciate the role-expectation of each
other. There is need for vertical and horizontal
coordination between different roles and hence the
roles of officials and non-officials have to be linked
from top to bottom and vice versa by cooperative
roles.

Another form of conflict is power conflict.
Theoretically there is an indispensable connection
between power and conflict; the exercise of power
necessarily creates conflict. This becomes obvious
when the Block Development Officer and the district
level technical officers are competing to contro! the
behaviour of the block extension officers. There is
an internal cooflict between the B.D.O. and the
district level technical officers, and'in their attempt to
exercise control over the block extension officers, they
evoke an internal conflict for the extension officers,
The same is the case when the president of the pan-
chayat samiti and’ thé B.D.O. compete with each
other in exercising control over community develop-
ment personnel at the b]ock level.

If there is perfect agreement with regard to the
goals of Panchayati -Raj system and the means of
attaining them among the officials and non-officials,
power conflict could be kept to the minimum.

In short, both officials and non-officials are the
two sides of the same coin of community develop-
ment administration and their relationship should ‘be
of copartnership, equality and interdependence which
is responsible for the smooth functlomng of Pan-
chayatl Raj. mshtutnons in India.

Protein from Cotton Seed

Two American food scientists have made Izzghly
numt:ous food producrs with cottonseed flour.

Duri ing their research, the scientists developed.
recipes and made a study of the consumer acceptability
a7 cottonseed flour products. They altered the recipe of
conventional bread to replace 18 per cent of the wheat
Aour with processed cottonseed flour. The resulting
bread’s protein content was abaut 25 per cent.

. According to one of the scientist, @ significant”
" feature of cottonseed products, is that it is 71 per cent '
protein, compared with 10 to 14 percent in wheiat flour.

- {The American Reporter) :
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Agricultural Cooperatives

CoOPERATIVE Movement in the South is being geared
up to meet the new challenges of the takeover of
foodgrain trade and to arrest the rising spiral of
prices. At a meeting organised by the National Co-
operative Development Corporation and attended by
officials of the four States—Andhra Pradesh, Kerala,
Mysore and Tamil Nadu, various problems that the
concernied agencies were facing in  implementing
schemes of cooperative development financed by the
Corporation were discussed. Among the subjects
discussed were revitalisation of marketing “societies,
providing consumption credit to the farmers, pre-
paration for the proposed State takeover of the
wholesale trade in paddy from the next kharif season,
completion of cooperative rice. mills financed by
N.C.D.C. in Andhra Pradesh and Mysore and setting
up cooperative units for processsing sunflower and
coconut in Tamil Nadu and rubber in Kerala.

Maharashtra’s Sugar Cooperatives

WHiLE the production of sugar in U.P. and Bihar
fluctuates, it is steady in Maharashtra. Maharashtra owes

its “growth with stability” to the cooperative sector.

Mabharashtra has 51 of the 127 cooperative sugar
factories in India. These cooperatives produced 7.83
lakh tonnes of sugar in 1971-72 compared with-0.6
lakh million tonnes in 1950-51, Maharashtra utilises
63 per cent of its sugarcane for sugar, compared with the
all-India average of only 30 per cent. In the early years
of the industry, before the development of the coopera-
tive sector, the state utilised barely 20 per cent of its cane.

Maharashtra -partly owes its unique success to a
bountiful nature. The sugar content of its sugarcane is
the highest in India and compares favourably with some
of the most important sugarcane growing countries ‘in
the world. The yield per acre is also the highest in the
country. Most of the credit, however, goes to the pattern
of organisation of the sugar cooperatives. The coopera-
tives are representatives of the whole farming industryin
the State. More than 87 per cent of their members have
up to three acres of land under sugarcane cultivation.
Statistics reveal that in 15 factories the percentage of
Directors with less than 5 acres of land under sugarcane
is between 75 and 100. 1In 13 factories the percentage is
between 50 and 75 and only in two factories is their
proportion less than 50 per cent.

The coaperatives have also provided ﬁnanc1a1 help in.
digging wells, organising lift-irrigation and providing for
the all round development of the people in their archs.
Ancillary industries like dairying and poultry farming
have been started by various factories. The Krishna
Sugar Factory. in Satara has earned Rs 60 lakhs in five
years by selling eggs. The Shri Ram. Cooperative
Factory. in the same district has adopted 123 small
farimers to .give them all help in increasing production,




e SIMPLE REMEDIES

Ayurveda -

'URTICARIA—SHEETA PITTA

URTICARIA' 1S A VERY TROUBLESOME . DISEASE.
characterised by sudden itching sensation all over the
body accompanied by burning sensation. When scrat-
ched, rashes appear on the body, which look like mosquito
bites (udarda). Sometimes they are long and elevated
(kota). They are due to being allergic to some animal
or vegetable. It is often difficult to find the cause. In
some cases it is also due to emotional disturbance.

Persons who suffer should try to remember what they ate. -

It may be some variety of fish or some vegetable or at
times it may be due to reptiles like lizard falling or even
due to stings of centipides. Children suffer from it
generally- due to bad foed. According to ayurveda it is
due to the vitiation of pitta and kapha.”

It is not easy to treat urticaria for, very often the
cause is unknown. Hence, to eliminate poison from the
body, mild laxatives are necessary. Decoction of Senna-
leaves once or twice a week is.good.' When there is
intense itching do not scratch but apply cow-dung ash
(Vibhuti) and turmeric powder. Gairikan (redmud)
can also be smeared. Before bathing apply the paste of
Doorva grass.

Avoid tamarind-and any sour thing. Vegetanan food
is preferable in acute condition, but curds should be
avoided. Buttermilk can ‘be taken A preparation
called Haridra Khanda is good. Preparations contdin-
ing guggulu, like Navaka Guggulu, Sudarsana Churnam

can also be tried.

" DR. V. NARAYANASWAMI

" Homoeopathy

. BURNS AND SCALDS .

MINOR BURNS. AND SCALDS, Without complications,
can be treated at home. Apart from the medicinal
treatment, care of the wound such as cleaning and
dressing is of vital importance. The wound should be
cleaned and if any blebs are present they may be pncked
and the dead layers of the skin removed with a pair of
sterilized scissors. CANTHARIS Q; is the principal
drug for cleaning the wound. 10 to 15 drops of tincture

may be added to water for dressing purposes, Application - *
'was too early to say whether the technique was likely to
Icause genetic change.
tion. The following drugs, to be given orally, are useful °

of CALENDULA -ointment and bandaging with gauze
and cotton will protect the wound from external infec-
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It is

for controlling pain sepsis and promotingrecovery. ARS.
ALB is indicated for conditions- like pam anxiety,
burnmg with restlessness.. It controls pain and burning .
sensation. CANTHARIS 200 to be given orally will
also be highly beneficial when " burning pain is very.
severe. MERC SOL is indicated when there is a ten-
dency of pus formation with fiching and fever. For
chills, fever, pain and restlessness RHUSTOX is a good
drug HEPAR SULPH will combat septic condltlon,
severe pain, sensitiveness, fever and chill.

* 30th and 200th potencies of the drugs are generally
useful.

- In addition to these the wound should be .dressed
daily.

For speedy recovery, good nutritious dlet should be
glven during the course of the treatment.

PR. M. KUTUMBA RAO

BULL-CALF FROM THE DEEP
FREEZE |

i
; July 16, 1973

A HEALTHY Hereford bull calf born in England on
June 7 after being kept in suspended animation in
deep freeze as an embryo, is regarded by scientists as

'11v1ng proof of a technique which could- be of great

value to livestock breeders.
The scientists at the Agricultural Research Counc1I

{ARC) unit of Reproductive Physiology and Bio-che-

mistry in Cambridge had taken fertilised eggs from a
Hereford nine months ago and slowly frozen the eggs to
j,—196°C. . 8ix days later, the eggs were thawed and two

_were transferred to the uterus of a host mother, a Frie-

sian Hereford Cross. Only one of the eggs developed.

. According to the ARC, the technique is a long way
from commercial application, but it could eventually
prove to be of great value. By using this technique
valuable livestock could be transported easily as frozen
fertilised eggs from one part of the world to another and
stocks of fertilised eggs of exceptionally good parents
could be kept for use long after thc parent animals were
dead. :

The ability to store frozen embryos would also over—'

come the danger of losing valuable genctic factors in
breeds at the moment not of commercial intergst and
therefore likely. to become extinct.

L

Although the call was born normal, the ARC said it.

B.LS.
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BOOK REVIEW

INTRODUCTORY RURAL SOCIOLOGY by |.B.
Chitambar. Published by Wiley Eastern Private Ltd.;
J-4!, South Extension, Part I, New Delhi-49; 1973,
pages 369, price Rs. 28.00. ’

IMPLICIT in the concept of. social problems is the
belief by society that something can be done through
collective action to eliminate social problems or to
reduce them. Some societies believe that problems
and difficulties faced are the inevitable and unchan-
geable will of God, and social behaviour is moulded
and adjusted on the basis of such beliefs and values.
With rapid change everywhere, social problems are
by no means decreasing but increasing in number
and perhaps also in severity of their effects. This
may not necessarily indicate symptoms of a . world
that is worse ‘than before. Rather, we.are rapidly
moving into a different world with possibly different
values and different approaches to group living in
society than have hitherto existed. To operate with
increasing effectiveness . in’ this rapidly changing
world,
sociologist.

The book under review presents a panorama of
complexities and answers to the various challenges.
Its 20 chapters are primarily meant to initiate
readers to the subject of sociology and as such, it is
designed as a textbook  of some standard. The
author, Dr. Chitambar, has abundant practical
experience to his credit. He believes that as a syb-
ject, tural sociology comes in the realm of science
and he argues the point to its logical conclusion.
Sociological concepts developed over time have been
analysed thread-bare in the chapter on tools of rural
sociology.

On the question of rural organisations, the author
remarks that in rural areas of developing countries
the number of and the membership in organisations
are increasing, fulfilling the rapidly expanding
interests of individuals. Groups will undoubtedly
continue to grow, both in numbers and in influence on
rural social structure and society. Studies of parti-
cipation in various organisations (as have been con-
ducted in the U.S.A.) can provide important 1ns1ghts
into human behaviour of rural people,

An interesting chapter on social .change confines
itself to a study of the various ramifications of
change, in theory and in its application, to the rural
society. Observes the author, “With increasing
breakdown of 1solalton of VJHages industrialisation

. varying tempo in rural society.”

is today’s greatest challenge for the rural

and movement of population to urban areas of
greater economic opportunity in developing coun-
tries, very significant changes are taking place with
Consequently, the
gap between rural and urban societies is narrowing
with increasing rapidity and along with the relatively
swift emergence and spread of urbanisation.

The author traces-the metamorphosis in the con-
ceptual connotation of the term ‘leadership’. His
analysis shows that the concept has moved from the
myth of the born, inherited and the acquired traits
and characteristics of individuals. Ultimately, came
the emergence of what might be called democratic
leadership. Characteristics of rural people and the

-physical structure of rural society arethe other topics

elaborately explained in the book. The role and scope
of social psychology has also been brought home to
the readers in easily understandable terms.

The book must serve as a good textbook for
students of sociology in our colleges and universities.
The social scientist will also be eathused to learn the
techniques of the practical application of sociolo-
gical concepts as also the methods of _ scientific
survey.

) NAVIN CHANDRA JOSHI

1,50,000 Villages to be Electrified

Tre Planning Commission’s task force on rural
electrification has suggested an outlay of Rs 1,900 crores
for energising 28.5 lakh pumping sets and electrifying -
1.5 lakh villages during the fifth Plan period.

It has stressed the need for provision to back-up
transmission lines in backward States and reducing
transmission and distribution losses.

A special provision of Rs 150 crores has been suggest-
ed for installation of corrective capacitors, additional
distribution transformer centres and sub-stations.

A separate provision of Rs 50 crores has been sug-
gested for underdeveloped hill, desert and tribal areas.
A provision of Rs 20 crores has been suggested to sustain
the programme for electrification of Tribal and Harijan
bastis.

In accordance with the guidelines set in the fifth
Plan Approach Paper, the target for the year 1974-79
is to extend the benefits of electricity to at least 40 per cent
of the rural population in the States.

The proposed programme of rural electnﬁcatlon is
expected to double the project achievements attained at
the end of the fourth Pian period.
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Modern Bhagiraths

THOUGH ONLY a few yards away from
the Narmada, not a drop of the river-

water could be utilised to irrigate

the drought-hit farms of the village
Achaleshwar in Broach District. All
the crop that was sown in the farms
withered; the villagers had given
up ail hopes.

However, no obstacles
stand before a determined people.
Hundreds of farmers from the sus-
rounding villages together with a
band of stodent-volunteers (who
had forgone their summer holidays
to fight the famine under the “Youth
Against Famine™ project) mustered
their mite to dig a canal to the aid of
the distressed humanity. They dug
a channel, 3,600 ft. long, 3 ft deep
and 2} ft. wide and took the waters
of the Narmada to a convenient site.
From there the water was lifted
through a pipe to a storage tank on
the top of the river bank. The stored
water was then taken through chan-
nels to all the parched fields in its
command area, Not only they
celebrated the day with festivity,
but aiso they undertook 1mmed1ately
sowing operations.

Today, a lush green maize-crop
covers the face of these fields. Agri-
colturists of Achaleshwar feel thank-
ful to all who had helped-especially
the - “young men from colleges™
whom they fondly remember as the
“Bhagiraths of our time™.

H.D. Mehta

Universal Primary Education

THE UNION EDUCATION MINISTRY has
redrawn the fifth Plan education
programime in which universal pri-
mary education for the 6-11 age-
group is now envisaged only by the
Plan-end (1978-79).

‘The Ministry felt that the target

of 100 per cent enrolment for this-

age group by 1975-76 worked out in
the earlier blue print, was not feasible
under the outlay for education pro-

could V

posed in the Planning Commission’s
“approach™ document.

The Planning Commission pro-
posed Rs 2,200 crores for education
against the Rs 3,200 crores plan
approved ecarlier by the Central
Advisory Board of Education
(CABE).

While the salient features of the
earlier proposals have been retained,
the new Plan apart from revisions
in outlays under different heads,
spells out in clearer terms a few of
the changes in educational system
contemplated during the fifth Plan.

Education in Hill Areas
A TOP LEVEL committee has recom-
mended a ““deliberate and intensive
effort” during the fifth Plan to break
the educational isolation of hill
areas. '

The committee set up . by the
Central Advisory Board of Education
(CABE) to study the educational

“problems of hill areas says, the Plan

should give priority to the education-
al development in these areas which
have for long remained backward.

It has suggested a programme for
exchanges of teachers and students
and establishment of suitable links
between educational institutions in
these areas and other parts of the
country. This would help promote
national integration.

The committee says the problem
of making primary education univer-
sal in the hill areas should be tackled
through special measures, including
establishment of ashram . schools,
mobile schools and use of modern
educational technology. '

Easier Bank Loans _

THE WEST BENGAL GOVERNMENT has
undertaken a new programme under
the subsidised scheme to provide
emmployment to educated unemployed
youth. Under this scheme, they may

‘be provided with “easy”” bank loans.

Under the subsidised scheme,
private firms which employed engi-
neering graduates at a  monthly
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salary of Rs 400 and diploma holders
at Rs 250 would get 50 per cent
subsidy from the Government to-
wards their salaries. The subsidy
would be available for one year.

If the educated unemployed youth
wants to run any trade on a coopera-
tive basis, they would get 10-per cent
financial assistance from the Govern-
ment and the remaining 90 per cent
from the nationalised banks under
this scheme.

Co-op Milk Societies

THE SMALL FARMERS’ deve]opment
agency is organising 400 cooperative
milk societies in Gurgaon district,
Haryana.

. These milk cooperative societies
would supply daily 20,000 litres
milk each to three milk chilling
centres to be started soon in Hodal,
Nuh and .Rewari in Mahendergarh
district,

Four ‘Birthless’ Villages

Four vVILLAGES—two each in
Birbhum and Murshidabad districts
of West Bengal—have earned the
distinction of being “‘birthless’.

Mahubuna, a small hamlet of
Birbhum district, set up an exem-
plary record of “no birth” in the
past four years while Pasianala,
a predominantly tribal village of the
same district had “no birth” during
1972-73.

This followed acceptance of sterlh-
sation by all the 37 couples in the

. reproductive age about six years

ago and regular use of conventional
contraceptives by those having less
than three chlldren in Mahubuna
village.

Alankar and Ramchandrapur vil-
lages in" Murshidabad district recor-
ded ‘no birth’ for the past two years.

Girls at ‘YAF’ Campaign

OF THE SEVEN CAMPS organised as
part of the “Youth Against Famine
Campaign” in Himachal Pradesh,
one was exclusively for girls. .70
girls from different colieges, State
homes and volunteers from various
blocks of Simia district undertook
desilting operation in a tank in a
village near Mashobra, about 17 km
from Simla. Seme of the girls dug
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the pond and others carried the silt
away in tin pans. The pond serves
about 200 cattle of five v111ages
during off season.

Besides three hours of manual
work each day, the campers visited
villages in the afterncon for two
and half hours for socio economic
survey. The girls also completed a
retaining wall under the soil con-
servation programme. .
The Tribune

MANGO
RICH SOURCE
OF VITAMIN A

of carotene with 2,743 micrograms
in 100 grams of the edible fruit.
The carotene determines the quan-
tum of available vitamin A.

The vitamin A content of man-
‘go however varies with varieties.
‘Alphonso tops the list with 100.1
‘international units per gramme of
the pulp. Following it are Raspuri
(78.8), Dusehri (55.5), Kalepad
| (55.1), Neelam (39.4), Mulgoa
(17.1), Rumani (17.1) and Desi
varieties (12.0). A south Indian
variety Padiri is reported to ap-
proach Alphonso in this guality
but the record for vitamin A content
of 259.4 L.U. has been established
“with the Mankurud mangoe from
Goa.

Mango is the richest source |

Rural Job Scﬁeme

ACCORDING TO. FIGURES available till
June 30, 1973, an amount of Rs.
183.21 lakh has been ' expended in
projects under the Crash Scheme for
Rural Employment, during April and
May in 1973-74. This has resulted
in the generation of 50.85 lakh man-
days of employment.

An outlay of about Rs. 47.46

crores is provided for the implemen-
tation of the Crash Scheme for Rural
Employment in 1973-74.

Tribals and Students Excavate
Tank

FOR THE FIRST TIME in the h;story
of Khakrapra, a tribal village in the
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hill tract of Siaghbhum district,
Bihar, a group of students and others
have joined hands in excavating a
tank on voluntary basis.

A camp with 180 volunteers was
organised in the village under the
“Youth Against Famine” program-
me, sponsored by the Union Ministry
of Education in collaboration with
voluntary agencies.

Water Supply in M.P. Villages
AT THE BEGINNING OF the plan period,

there were only 598 villages with

drinking water facility in Madhya
Pradesh. Now the number of such
villages hds reached 3,636. By
March next, another 2,364 viliages
are expected to be provided with
drinking water facility.

Madhya Pradesh has about 7,000
problem villages. An allocation
of Rs 8.5 crores was made on rural
water schemes during the fourth
Plan, besides a provision of Rs 10
crores on lirban schemes.

In tribal areas, Rs 3.04 crores
scheme on .100. per cent Central
assistance for 11 districts has been

" sanctioned to provide drinking water

facility in 836 villages by March
next.  For implementation of the
scheme, seven fast drilling and 20
slow drilling rigs are being obtained.
Efforts are also being made to obtain
five fast. drilling rigs from the
UNICEF.
fourth Plan expenditure on rural
drinking water supply would in-
crease from Rs
Rs 10.55 crores.
Rural Electrification
THE RURAL ELECTRIFICATION Cor-
poration has sanctioned a project for
electrifying 64 villages in Aspur,
Sagwara and. Dungarpur tehsils of
Dungarpur district in Rajasthan.
With this, the number of REC-
assisted projects in Rajasthan now
totals 31,

The Dungarpur project, when
completed in five years, is expected
to energise 1,400 pumpsets and

extend power supply to 235 small--

scale and agro-based industries. It
will also provide for 450 street
lights and 1,600 domestic and com-
merc1a1 -connections in the area.
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It is expegcted that the’

8.5 crores to.

-swelled and
energised their wells with the help .

‘hesitation.

The project sponsored by the
Rajasthan State Electriciff) Board
will receive loan assistance of more
than Rs 59 lakhs from the REC.

The Corporation has so far
sanctioned loans for more than
Rs 16.4 crores for 31 projects. Of
these, 11 are specifically designed to
improve the socio-economic condi-
tions in the backward areas.

Blind Man’s Entrepreneurship
TWENTY-SIX YEAR old blind man,
Raghavan, of a village near Bada-
gara (Kerala) Las no special training.
He wanted to start lime making
industry since raw material and-
marketing facilitiecs were available
Iocally. Blindness did not deter
him from carrying out his plan. He
met the Regional Joint Director of
Industries, Kozhikode, who arranged
for him a loan of Rs 5,000 from the
Department of Industries -and Com-
merce for starting the industry.
Raghavan is now doing - thriving
business. ,

FPO, szhikode
Break with the Past

THANKS TO THE MARGINAL Farmers |

and Agricultural Labourers agency,
well-irrigation has become popular
in Keonjhar, Orissa. In 1971-72-
as many as 88 marginal far-
mers of the district, on the
recommendation of MFAL, availed
loans from the nationalised as
well as Land Development Banks to
sink permanent wells for irrigation
purpose. In 1972-73 the number
enterprising farmers

of electric pump-sets. )
One of them is Bhagabat Singh.
In the initial stages he was in- -
different to the approaches made by
the respresentatives of MFAL and
Land Development Bank. However,
after much persuasion, he took loan
to sink a well in his field. The gains
of the first year removed his earlier
In 1972, he went a step
further. With a bank loan he install-
ed an electric pump-set. The result
was outstanding. Farming for him
has pow -become an year-round
operation.
’ FPO, Rourkela
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House Sites Sch em_é Extended

KANYAKUMARIL will be the second
district in- Tamil Nadu, where the
~Centrally sponsored scheme .of pro-
" vision of house-sites tG landless

T

mented. (It has already been intro-
:duced in Thanjavur district.)

Vs

* It is estimated that a sum of Rs.
~ 90 lakhs-will be required for acquisi-
tionof lands and for converting theni
into-devéloped plots for construction
 of houses for 26,000 families in
. Ka’n?akumari district. The scheme
" ist to be 1mplemented durmg the
curreut year

.

7 Tagan Loans

. THE GOVERNMENT of Maharashtra
has-dccrded_ to grant tfagai loans for

' purchase of seed to two categories of

cultivators, namely, defaulter mem-

- bers of cooperative credit societies
who have not been rehabrhtated
- under the normal conversmn scheme

for under the rehabrhtatlon conver-
s:on scheme and non-members and
non- borrowing members of coopera-
trvg_ credit societies.

=sThe Government has allotted Rs.
2250 crores.to the zilla parishads for
granting tagei loans to these cate-
gories -of _cultivators. ‘

The ragaz loan, bearing nine per
cent “interest per annum, will be
granted only in kind. ‘The loans will
- be sanctioned only if there is a

- reasonable apprehension that " theé
[ lands may otherwise remain unsown.

| Agro Service Centres

"THE. HARYANA Agro Industries Cor-
poration has set up eighteen Agro
Service- Centres at - Block Head
‘Quarters in.the State to provide the
farmers in far-flung areas  with
ifacilities of custom-hiring, repairs
and servicing of tractors

¢],, .

‘The Corporation has provrded
to 3 tractors at each centre on pay-
ment basis for custom-hlnug Work
1t has also equipped each .céntre with
adequate workshop facilities.

“agricultural workers is to be imple- .

NE

engineers in ‘the State. They will
undergo a three- month training
course  before - setting-up  these
Centres, . '

The. Corporation plans to cover
the entire State with these Centres
within the next two years. .

Wheat Procurement in U.P.

THE COOPERATIVES in Uttar Pradesh
have purchased more than half the
total quantity of wheat procured in
the Staté. As against the total

procurement of 6.28 lakh tonnes of

wheat in U.P., they have purchased
3.26 1akh tonnes. ' Last year they had
purchased 2.45 lakh tonnes. The
cooperatives are -making purchases
through about 2,000 centres. Most of
these centres are functioning in the
rural areas.

Agro-Aviation Aid for Farmers

GUIARAT AGRO-INDUSTRIES Corpora-
tion, a State Government undertak-
ing, will sooh have an agro-aviation

‘wing, first of its kind in the country,

to help farmers in spraying msectl-
c1des on standing crops. )

. GAIC will . acquire. helicopters,
fixed wing aircraft for large scale

aerial spraying,in 1,00,000 acres each -

of cotton and groundnut fields, this
year.

The scheme will not only save.
farmers from locustsand rinderpests -

damaging crops, but will also save at
least Rs. 30 lakhs every year, paid to
private aviation companies for aerial
spraying in-Gujarat.

Rs. 13.5 Cr. Dairy Plan for
Rajasthan

THE RAJASTHAN GOVERNMENT have
prepared-a Rs. 13.5 crore scheme for
dairy develpment during the fifth
Five Year Plan in the State,

Under the scheme, milk céntres

would be established at eight centres

of Jodhpur, Bikaner, Alwar, Bharat-
pur, Kota, Udaipur and Bhilwara. -
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The scheme er-lde_:avuurs to provide
.self—emplovment to the unemployed

It is proposect to raise about 13
lakh litres of milk per day from these

" centres.

Over two lakh families in two
thousand villages of 16 districts would

- be benefited under the scheme which

provides for giving them help to raise

‘good breed of milch cattle.

Snack-Bar Permits for the
Unemployed :

To MAKE THE educated unemployed
business minded, . the West Bengal
Government has prepared a scheme
under which permission will be given
to the cooperative societies run by
them to open snack-bars in Calciitta.
{ State owned land is to be given
to, them against a nominal amount

'Each socletyr will havé to mvest Rs.

5 000. . Loan would also ‘be available
from the natlonahsed banks.

Farmer-Teachers Tralnmg
Project .

SIXTY FARMER-TEACHERS of six Deve-
lopment Blocks in Bankura district,
West Bengal, concluded their courses
at the two-week training  camp at
Jhenda under the Farmer-Teachers’

" Training Project sponsored jointly

by the Central Government and . -
UNESCO. - -

Sixty more centres covering. all .
the blocks would be opened in the
district for similar training of the
teachers who would work in rural
areas to bring about socio-economic

* changes in the country.

National Integration . . .
THE PRIME MINISTER, Smt. Indira
Gandhi has called uponeducationists,
political parties -and publicity media
in the country to create an atmos-
phere of tolerance so that the message
of national integration could perime-
ate all levels of society.

PIREP Success in Mldnapore

AT LEAST 2,54,441 man days of work
were created under the Pilot Inten-
sive Rural Employment Project at a
cost of Rs. 8,85,804 at Nayagram in

‘the Midnapore district till May 31.

~ Work is ‘still continuing on six
road building projects, 16.1and recla-
mation ‘projects, one- afforestation
‘project and ‘a smallirrigation project.
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Press Comments

“basis -of a compulsory levy which -

Procurement Prices

" ...IT HAS BEEN decided to adopt the’
higher procurement price for rice -

recommended by the. Agricultural
Prices Commission in the support
price for the next crop. Presumably
everything depends on the cotcome
.of the bonus scheme now announced.
The Government will go ahead with
_its plan of taking over the wholesale
trade in paddy if the revised procure-
. ment plan produces the desired
result. Tt is a wait and see policy
New Delhi has adopted, which. is
sensible.. Prudence demands that

the Government should be fully :-pe -assured . of regular supply at

- prepared before the take-over of the .

wholesale rice trade “is effected.

PosSIBLY MADE wiser by this year’s
. experience, the Chief Ministers have -
decided to treat the procurement

prices for paddy suggested by ‘the

-A-PC as only support prices whlle_

- the actual procurement prices would
be fixed before the harvest on the
ba51s of market conditions.

:This is without doubt as ‘much
a positive incentive to production
as.aimed at making a success of the
procurement drive for strengthening
the. public distribution system which

isa logical corollary of the take-over .
of the wholesale trade. But its impli- _

cations for the consumers yet remain
to be fully clarified. If the issue
prices remain unchanged, the Gov-
érnment would have to increase the
amount. of subsidy to much more
‘than what has been provided for in
the bud get. That would mean diver-
gsion of resources to unproductive
purposes. If, however,
issue prices serve to ensuré smooth
availability through the public dis-
“tribution system there might not be
any serious resistance from the
COnSUImers.

The Amrita Bazar Patrika
'PARTIAL TAKEQVER of omne. cereal
cannot improve matters. What is

required is -the- takeover. of trade in
all foodgrains and pulses, leaving
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increased '

no loopholes to be exploited by the
unscrupulous.

Once it is clear that the farmers
have to deal only with the Govern-
ment and .their agencies and with

no one else, that they will get credit -

unfailingly on easy_terms and that
their produce will -bring a price that
is just and fair, India’s food problem
will be largely solved, for the system
will then have in-built incentives
for greater production. With the
middlemen and the racketeers among

- the big farmers rendered ineffective,

the consurmer can simultaneously

reasonabl° .prices. The Govern

‘ - - - mentare nghtly most concerned with
The Hindusthan Standard -
; - prices fron going up and maintain-
-but “the need'

the immediate problem of keepmg

ing adequate stocks;
to make the takeover and dlStrlbUthn

- scheme for ithe kharif crop foolproof
- should not be-lost:sight: of: - -

- The National. Herald
THE- GOVERNMENT must ‘make’ a
scientific study of*the cost of produic-
tion of - various crops in different

- dreas andi peg ‘the procurement
prices at-levels which allowa reason-

able margln of- proﬁt to the culti-

vator. Bésides, arrangements” for
the purchase, storage, movement and
distribution of .grdin must be stream-
lined and aistable food policy evolved
for good years and bad. The govern-
ment after all would not have had to
resort to high priced imports on the

-scale envisaged if it had been able to

procure dt'least as much grain as it
did last year when the total output

~of rabi wheat was the same, if not

Iower
The Times Of India

Food Imports .
THE iIMPORT of foodgrains amounts to

surrender to blackmail by vested in-

terests in the rural economy, and
giving in ‘before the -mischievious
campaign- by reactionaries.

_ The Government has enough time
between now and November to
organize kharif procurement on the
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_ scheme.

> of primary education has been' the

current frustrations wiil be minimnised..

‘able to -provide- by 1960 free and,

“the _
‘Without simplification and expedi-

‘considered an integral part of endea-

[

i ¥

will be enforced with the @sistance
of all supporting the procurement
Any sign of hesitation
will mean a severe setback to the

" entire concept of regulation of the

food economy, and dependence on
farmers abroad who, as in-the case
of the present import of two million -
tonnes, will dictate their terms. ,
- :  The Patriot x
Education Plan : . 4
TuE Basic difficulty about expansion -

competing demands of the classroom
and the field. -If this is resolved by -
the device of making this level of
education informal and integrating |
it with the environment, some of the -

" The Hmdustan Times

THE FARMERS of Indla § Constltutmn
had visualised that the Sta:te would be

compulsory education for all children
up to. ‘the'age of 14.
- “The goal set out in the Constltu- :
tion remains a dlstant dream: The
education’ plan-has nothing in- it 'to .
suggest a 'sense of urgency on the
part of 1ts authors or a proper aware-
ness of the problems involved. ~
' The' Indian F TpI'ESS

‘Legal Aid for the Poor T :
‘LeGAL AID for the poor wxll have to
be complemented by’ mmphﬁcation of
the long, complicated and-cumber-
some . legal procedures which ~even
the educated find bewﬂdenng and
difficult to follow. These procedures
often render the dispensation of
justice difficult and, for the poor and |
uninitiated, disadvantageous.

LN

Ry

tion law cannot be
justice. ...
Such

related to |
simplification ~ must be

vours to make the poor man’s,
recourse to law more than notional.
Only by the discarding of outmoded
and clumsy processes and procedures;
can law become a weapon in the
hands of the. underprmleged ‘against
the inroads into. their rights by the
privileged and the aﬂiuent '

The Hindustan Times




Adult Literacy ,

HOW CUBA DID IT

LrtEraCY FORMS the crucial social
foundation in countries that are
 in the process of development. It
has to go hand in hand, if not
precede, with all the efforts of
laying the physical foundations,
which are generally described as
infrastructure to planning. -In
recent years a striking example
has been provided in this regard
by the Republic of Cuba.

The Cuban Literacy Campaign
was divided _into four distinct
: stages. The preparatory stage
:F which commenced in September
| 1960 organised the National Lite-
racv Commission which, along
with~ the Municipal Councils of
FEducation designated ‘Liaison
delegates’ consisting of 15 to 20
.qualified teachers. The Municipal
Councils of Education was divided
into work sub-commissions for the
barrio {(administrative division of
th€ rural territory of the munici-
pality) - and cuarton- (division - of

*Special CorréSpongIém,_ _.-I_udia Press
Agency B

ANAND VARDHAN*

barrio) in accordance with the
system of the three depart-
ments of finance, technical and
publicity headed by a coordinator.
The Technical department was
divided into three divisions—
didactical, technical and statistical
with each of them being headed by
a woman, for a proper implement-
ation of the National programme.
The motto of Premier Fidel

Castro, viz,, “We shall conquer”,
was pursued and the campaign
developed steadily. The depart-
ment of statistics covering nation-
al, provincial and municipal areas
screened thoroughly all zones and
finquired about the illiterates. The
'preparation for the campaign was
intense.
In Stages

The first stage was from lst
Januvary, 1961, to 20th April of
the same year, The Cuban cam-
paign was primarily carried out by
.alfabetizadores (ordinary citizens
and men and women determined
to devote their free hours to teach-

ing how to read and write under
the guidance of trained teachers)
who took the task upon themselves:
to erase illiteracy from every nook
and corner of the country. Ar-
other sct of teachers that came to
the fore were the Brigades consis>
ting of students under the guidance
of rebels. They dedicated them-
sclves to the universal cause of
teaching and usually operated in
the isolated areas of the country:-

In pursuance of the first stage
of the Literacy Campaign, towards
the middle of April, ‘all schools
were ordered to ‘be closed.  And
these students were . utilised” for
spreading education in the priority
areas, formed into students Brigade.
Behind the Jarge literacy force of.
the campaign was the Conrado
Benitez  Brigade, the Patriao
Muerte Worker’s Brigade and as
many as 120,632 people’s alfabeti:
zadores. Besides, about 34,722
professional teachers- played- their
part by heading all technical
departments of the directiné
bodies. They worked as advisers
and instructors of the study and
research centres. ’

The second stage (from Ist
April, 1961 to 5th September,
1961) was the most constructive
one. During this period the
Literacy Commission was modified

in its composition, order and
derivations. The campaign was
given a political orientation.

Representatives of the WNational
Teachers’ Association, the Nation-
al Association of Pedagogues and"
17 other professional associations
of educators formed a commission
of their own. Mixed organisa-
tions, integrated with mass orga-
nisations and Party representa-
tives as well as technicians, were

_set up and assumed the responsi-




bility for the campaign in each
province and municipality.
During this period of constant
change in the whole educational
structure, the literacy nucleus in
certain areas turned into literacy

units, as the decentralisation of the ..

work grew. Fifty illiterates were
under the guidance of 25 alfabeti-
zadores - resulting in an ideal
relationship of two illiterates to
one alfabetizador.

. The statistics reveal that out
of 105,664 young members of the
Conrado Benitez Brigade all rang-
ing from 14 to 16 years, 89,500
worked -until the end’of the cam-
paign, and 5,000 finished their work
before schedule. -

~ The third stage of the cam-
paign, (from S5th September 1961
to 22nd December, 1961,) was a
very short one. During this period
stress was laid on more working
hours—the alfabetizadores prolong-
ed their working hours. A vigo-
fous drive was made to ensure that

a large number of pupils aftended
the classes and that their attend-
ance was maximum. For this
purpose statistical cards and
information sheets were put to use
until the end of the campaign.
Besides, new techniques and forms

were developed in order to accele-
rate the campaign and strengthen |

teaching. Thus acceleration camps
were opened all over the island.
Teachers, brigadistas, experienced
people’s alfabktizadores, all collec-
tively gave intensive lessons to

workers and farmers. ‘Thus, 1961.

came to bescommonly known as

the “Year of Education”. :
As the y‘ear'_ came to an end,

each munictpality made concerted

‘efforts to finish the work before

others. There wastremendous com-
petition amongteachers, brigadistas
and alfabetizadores and as a resultof
that within a short time, the areas
were freed from illiteracy. Finally
oh Decembet 22, Cuba was declat-
ed a country free from illiteracy.

“  Y.A.F. WORK AT SULUR

The Youth Against’ Famine Campaign at Sulur in Coimbatore district
has made good impact on the rural population of that area. About |50 students
from three colleges of Coimbatore and Ootacamund and. 50 local youths desiited
and deepened 4.300-metre deep pond—Otvelonkuttai—in just 2 days.

According to- Shri .U.K.N. Raju a villager from this area, the compaign
has."helped change the attitude of the villagers. Another villager observed that
the deepening and widening of pond done by the students will make available
stored rain water for three more months and percolate {00 acres of dry land.
Smt. Angomuthu wos grateful to.the campers because it was due to their
proper projection of the evils of drinking,. that her hushand gave up drink-

ing within a short period. .

VIJAYAGANTE

‘Vijayagante a new hybrid varie-
ty of composite medium tall Bajra
evolved by the Millet Research
Stration, Vizignagaram, in Vi-
sakhapatnam District has a pre-
mising future in fulfilling the set
targets for the 1973-74 Kharif
Season. )

In Visakhpatnam District Bajra,
“is grown in Kharif season mostly
under rainfed conditions in an
“area of 1.30 lakh acres. It is
a staple food for small cultivators
in villages. The Vijayaganté comes
to maturity in 86 days. Its yields
are. 100 per cent more than ihe
_local variety.

© The  local gives 350 . kgs.
© peracre while this yields 700
.- to 800 kgs. per acre. It responds
< well to-irrigation and fertiliser
- application .under good manage-
- . ment; . The-yields, were recorded
~upto 1.50 M. Tons per acre in
Y Yhis diserice 0o+
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