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India has been an agrarian economy for ages but the agriculture sector was not 
considered lucrative in terms of money for a long time. Green revolution, that started 
around 1965, changed the scenario and ensured food security, increased the productivity 
of agriculture sector as well as reduced poverty in rural areas by using certain measures 
such as increasing area under farming, double-cropping, adoption of HYV of seeds, 
increasing use of inorganic fertilisers and pesticides, better irrigation facilities, improved 
mechanisation and crop protection measures. But, the aftermaths of the green revolution 
were not all good; it had adverse effects on environment, soil quality as well as on health 
of farmers. Apart from this, it includes highly water intensive irrigation methods. 

It also had another aspect: after the launch of Green Revolution, there arose an 
immense need for agricultural inputs like inorganic fertilisers, pesticides, machinery, etc. 
Various domestic and multinational companies digged in the opportunity and ventured 
in the sector. This shift from agriculture to agri-business paved the way to revitalise 
agriculture and make it a profitable sector. Transforming agriculture into a more alluring 
and lucrative business venture is agri-entrepreneurship, also termed as agripreneurship. 
It is not only an opportunity but also a necessity for improving the production and 
profitability of the agriculture sector. Recognising its importance in the current agricultural 
and allied sectors, the theme of this issue of Kurukshetra is Agripreneurship.

This sector has invited interest of youth from rural as well as urban areas as evident 
from the rising number of agri-startups. These agri start-ups are very different in their 
nature of business when compared to the mammoth business entities that have been 
serving so far. They don’t only provide goods and services to the farmers but also create a 
bonding with them. This is the new business model that the agri start-ups have introduced. 
Extension services are part and parcel of their business strategy. They not only sell their 
goods and services to farmers but create value for them by making the farmers partners 
in their business, says the article Agri Start-ups: Transforming Agripreneurship.

Government of India, through various policies and programmes, is promoting 
Agripreneurship on a large scale. Our lead article AatmaNirbharta through Agripreneurship 
provides a brief description of such policies and programmes. It states that a convergence 
of approaches of various Ministries/Departments of the Central Government, along with 
those of the state governments would go a long way in making the agripreneurs self-
reliant and through them make the country AatmaNirbhar.  

The fertilisers and chemicals used in the field to increase yield adversely affects 
the quality of soil and also contaminate ground water. One approach to curb such 
contamination is to promote organic farming. There are many agripreneurs who are 
actively working in the field to generate awareness and guide farmers to switch to organic 
farming. The article Organic Farming throws light on its various aspects, agripreneurship 
and tells us about the government interventions and scheme to popularise it among 
smallholder farmers.

We hope that this issue provides relevant information to the readers about agri-
entrepreneurship as well as motivate the youth to consider agriculture and allied sector 
as a source of profitable means of self-employment. With this issue, we wish our readers 
a very Happy Diwali in advance.
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Dr. Ishita G. Tripathy
Pawan Kumar Singh

One of  the options which mitigates the burden on agriculture, while at the same time arrests rural-urban migration, is 
agripreneurship i.e., entrepreneurship in agriculture and its allied sectors. Adoption of  new and innovative methods, 
processes and techniques in agriculture and its allied sectors ensures better output and remuneration, and is the harbinger 
of  progressive change in the rural economy. The demand for an entrepreneur in the agriculture and allied set-up has grown in 
the recent past, due to the rapid integration in global supply chains and the associated compliances required in maintaining 
ecological balance.

AatmaNirbharta through Agripreneurship

on’ble Prime Minister’s clarion call 
for ‘Udyami Bharat’ on 30 June 2022 
sets the context of the importance of 
entrepreneurship and its underlying 

entrepreneurship, which is one of the four factors 

take the risk of appropriately organising the other 

Agriculture remains one of the key sectors 

H
depends on agriculture and allied sectors for their 

in 2001 increased to 31.16 percent in 2011. The 

during 2001-11 is the highest registered increase 

boundary changes1. 

In this backdrop, one of 

burden on agriculture, while at 

entrepreneurship in agriculture 

processes and techniques 
in agriculture and its allied 

harbinger of progressive change 
in the rural economy. The 
demand for an entrepreneur in 
the agriculture and allied set-up 
has grown in the recent past, due 

supply chains and the associated 
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compliances required in maintaining ecological 
balance. An agripreneur bears the risks arising out 
of the vagaries of nature, market and consumer 

by keeping abreast of all developments, making use 

it can be ensured that losses involving perishable 

Agripreneurship spans across various sub-

apiary, seed processing, smart agri-tech provisioning, 

higher investment. Successful ventures may be in 

Agripreneurship may include rice mills, pulses mills, 

food processing units, agricultural implements, agro 
service centres, etc. Agripreneurship can even be a 
tool for women empowerment.

There exists a heavy employment burden 

and unemployed workforce away from agriculture 

which can strengthen the supply chain. Moreover, 
agripreneurship makes use of local resources, 
decreases the possibility of post-harvest losses 
besides reducing the push factor for rural-urban 

faced by agripreneurs and how agripreneurship can 

Policies and Programmes

Various Ministries and Departments of the 
Government of India promote agripreneurship 
through their policies, programmes and schemes. 

schemes inter alia include skilling of people, especially 

and providing an enabling environment leading to 

The Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare 
revised the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana in 2017 

Approaches for Agriculture and Allied sector 

Partners and 24 agribusiness incubators have been 
appointed2. RKVY-RAFTAAR includes agripreneurship 

seed stage funding and funding for incubatees3. 
Eight percent of the annual outlay of the scheme 

under RKVY enumerated in the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Farmers Welfare’s Annual Report, 2021-22, 
include wayside market stalls in Arunachal Pradesh 

agripreneurs grows in the country, the database of 
successful entrepreneurs in the agriculture and allied 
sectors has now been started being maintained. 

Management under the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Agripreneurs in Rural India’4 not only captures the 
success stories of agripreneurs, but it also encourages 
aspiring entrepreneurs. Besides, the Ministry of Food 

Food Processing Enterprises Scheme, with an outlay 

food processing enterprises. The scheme aims to 

microenterprises in the unorganised segment 
of the food processing industry and promote 
formalisation of the sector. A total of 51,792 
registrations were done on the scheme’s portal 
till 20 July 2022. The State/UT-wise details of the 
registrations are given in Table-1.
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20 July 2022

States/UTs
Andaman & Nicobar Islands 29
Andhra Pradesh 5,113
Arunachal Pradesh 116
Assam 5,831
Bihar 1,914
Chandigarh 24

419
Dadra & Nagar Haveli and 
Daman & Diu

16

Delhi 336
Goa 45
Gujarat 307
Haryana 907
Himachal Pradesh 879
Jammu & Kashmir 706
Jharkhand 118
Karnataka 2,602
Kerala 515
Ladakh 72
Lakshadweep 1
Madhya Pradesh 3,149
Maharashtra 10,781
Manipur 2,111
Meghalaya 149

35
Nagaland 363
Odisha 1,719
Puducherry 104
Punjab 1,314
Rajasthan 1,400
Sikkim 73
Tamil Nadu 2,949
Telangana 1,724
Tripura 184

241
5,536

Total 51,792

As a part of the AatmaNirbhar Bharat 
Package, an Agriculture Infrastructure Fund 
was launched in 2020 as a dedicated Central 
Government scheme for providing medium to 

of post-harvest management infrastructure and 
community farming assets. This entailed a three 

and credit guarantee fee by Credit Guarantee Fund 
Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises upto Rs. 2 

received on the integrated Portal of Agri Infra 
Fund, www.agriinfra.dac.gov.in, 13,700 applicants 

crore loans5

projects include warehouses, assaying units, 
primary processing units, custom hiring centres, 

seed processing units, etc.

Enterprises with an investment on plant and 
machinery or equipment of up to Rs. 50 crore 
and a turnover of Rs. 250 crore can register on 
the Udyam registration portal of the Ministry of 

and avail benefits of Priority Sector Lending 
of banks and also those of programmes and 
schemes of the Ministry of MSME. The revision 
in the definition of MSMEs was adopted on 26 
June 2020 and the Udyam registration portal was 
launched on 01 July 2020. Both the definition 
and the launch of the portal were a part of the 
AatmaNirbhar Bharat package, which had been 
specifically designed to help MSMEs emerge 
out of the ill effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
As many as 1.06 crore MSMEs have registered 
voluntarily in just about 26 months since the 
launch of Udyam portal6. Of these, around 10 
percent have declared that they are involved 

enterprises mentioned in the table are currently 
operational. The figures mentioned in the table 
include both urban and rural areas and as 
evident, registrations span across a myriad of 
sectors, with food products having a conspicuous 
presence. 
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No. of  
Enterprises Percenatge

31,594 3.2

29,233 3.0

16,137 1.6

and products thereof
24,222 2.5

Processing and preserving of fruit and vegetables 83,455 8.5

Manufacturing of vegetable and animal oils and fats 43,696 4.5

Manufacturing of dairy products 1,37,224 14.0

Manufacturing of grain mill products 1,63,063 16.6

Manufacturing of starches and starch product 7,702 0.8

Manufacturing of bakery products 86,104 8.8

Manufacturing of sugar 13,191 1.3

29,649 3.0

Manufacturing of macaroni, noodles, couscous and similar 
farinaceous

10,061 1.0

Manufacturing of prepared meals and dishes 20,677 2.1

Manufacturing of other food products 2,54,510 26.00

Manufacturing of prepared animal feeds 30,793 3.1

Total 9,81,311 100

of Minor forest produce, Bamboo, Cane and 
Reed Industry, Organic Dying Industry, Medicinal 

entrepreneurial habits is Ministry of MSME’s 
Enterprise and Skill Development Programme. 

Two of the most important challenges faced 

of MSME’s Collateral Guarantee Scheme is a scheme 
involving collateral free loans for Micro and Small 
Entrepreneurs. Further, the Self Reliant India Fund 
announced as a part of the AatmaNirbhar Bharat 
package focuses on providing equity infusion 
to micro, small and medium entrepreneurs. For 

The Ministry of MSME’s programmes such 
as 

Commission’s schemes promote self-employment 

areas. Gramodyog Vikas Yojana of the Ministry 

industries, has a special focus on the Agro Based 
and Food Processing Industry which includes Oil 

Gur and other Palm products, fruits and vegetable 
processing Industry, Pulses and Cereals Processing 
Industry, Spices and Condiments Processing 
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micro and small entrepreneurs, the Ministry of 
MSME’s Special Credit Linked Capital Subsidy 

enterprises by aspiring entrepreneurs and capacity 

micro and small entrepreneurs of manufacturing 
and services sector are eligible for 25 percent 

ST Hub for procurement of plant and machinery or 

an important pre-requisite for entrepreneurship. 

For instance, the Idea Hackathon of the Ministry of 

Way Ahead

sectors, the self-employed too faced hardships 
due to the pandemic. The Central Government 

Entrepreneurship has been adopted as 
a subject in the curricula of many teaching 

aware of entrepreneurship being one of the 

awareness and interest amongst the youth.

As is well known, the country’s diversity is 

produce. The obvious corollary of such 
heterogeneity is that the agripreneurship policies 

and demands. AatmaNirbhar Bharat or Self 
Reliant India is based on the tenet of maximising 

in the above paragraphs, agripreneurship is a 
cornerstone of self-reliance.

entrepreneurial culture among people in rural 

programmes may help to develop the technical 

adequate infrastructural facilities. The potential 
of agripreneurship can be tapped fully only if 
there is effective management of soil, seed, 
water, etc. 

An important ingredient for the success of 
any development strategy is the awareness it 
generates amongst all stakeholders. For this 
purpose, a converging approach is required 
amongst the initiatives being taken by the 
various Ministries/Departments of the Central 
Government, along with those of the state 
governments. A convergence of their approach 
would go a long way in making the agripreneurs 
self-reliant and through them make the country 
AatmaNirbhar. 

References

answered on 09.02.2021. 

answered on 15.03.2022.

5 Press Release by Ministry of Agriculture, 

framePage.aspx?PRID=1846318#:~:text=A

G o v e r n m e n t - I n d i a / M i n i s t r y - M S M E -

Commissioner, Ministry of MSME and Assistant 
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Agriculture offers several opportunities for entrepreneurship. There are many new prospects in the agribusiness sector, 
including packaging, the provision of  raw materials, processed agri-food manufacturing, export of  agricultural products, 

they are choosing to work for themselves in agriculture and allied sectors.

Skills for Agri-Entrepreneurship

ntrepreneurship is the process of 

an idea into a product or service to 
market. Thus, it represents the changes in society. 

development entrepreneurs have been considered 
as an instrument. Agriculture used to be viewed 
as a low-tech industry dominated by small farm 
enterprises that were mostly concerned with 

E
over the last two decades. Agricultural enterprises 

new product quality standards, sustainable food 
standards, and other factors. Due to these changes, 

are now possible. The development and survival 

agricultural entrepreneurship. It encourages farmers 

The development of an entrepreneur is the 
process of imbuing a person with entrepreneurial 

Souvik Ghosh
Usha Das
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mindset. Entrepreneurial development programmes 
are designed to assist people in enhancing their 
entrepreneurial drive and in acquiring the skills and 
talents required for them to play their entrepreneurial 

a farm business, and these may be acquired by 
capacity building measures.

Concept of Entrepreneurship

The term ‘Entrepreneur’ is derived from a French 
verb ‘Entreprendre’ which means ‘to undertake’. In 
early 16th century, the Frenchmen who led military 

more or less picturing ‘entrepreneurship’ as ‘self-
employment of any nature’ and called ‘entrepreneur’ 
as a risk taker, in the sense that they purchased 
goods at certain prices in the present to sell at 
uncertain prices in the future. Joseph Schumpeter 

an individual who introduces something new in the 

a product with which consumers are not yet familiar, 
a new source of raw material or of new market.

the term entrepreneur. Though they are two sides 

entrepreneur “as a person who sets up a business or 

risks in order to do so”. 

Agri-Entrepreneurship

tremendous opportunity for entrepreneurship, but 

management of agri-elements like soil, seed, water, 
and market demands. In layman's terms, agri-

entrepreneurship is agriculture that is sustainable, 
community-oriented, and directly marketed. An 
agricultural farm transforms to an agribusiness 

meet needs in novel ways. Agri-entrepreneurship is 
synonymous with agricultural entrepreneurship and 
refers to the establishment of agricultural and allied 
businesses. Agricultural entrepreneurs undertake 

entrepreneurial areas in agriculture are farming, 

of agricultural produce.

Agri-entrepreneurship has the ability to 
contribute to both social and economic development, 

in rural areas, and easing pressure on urban areas 
can be achieved through agri-entrepreneurship. 

both urban and rural areas, accelerates growth, and 

As a result of the WTO's policy reforms, the 
agriculture sector has expanded in opportunity. The 

reforms, sparking unprecedented corporate interest 
in this industry. According to surveys, India's 

technology and management, agribusiness has 

dependent on agriculture, which also provides the 
raw materials for other industries. The most likely 
factor in determining India's economic growth is 
agribusiness.
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entrepreneurship. There are many new prospects 
in the agribusiness sector, including packaging, the 
provision of raw materials, processed agri-food 
manufacturing, export of agricultural products, 
and other related industries. High-skilled workers' 

result they are choosing to work for themselves in 

entrepreneurship in India, in areas such as dairying, 

and farm forestry.

are as follows. 

i)  Agro-Produce Processing units: In these 

instead, only agricultural produce is processed. 
For instance, consider mills for grinding grains 

 

are created using agricultural products as 
the primary raw material. Examples include 
bakeries, straw board factories, and sugar 
factories.

 Here, 
items are produced for either mechanising 
agriculture or expanding manufacturing 

units, agricultural tool manufacturing units, etc.

iv) Agro-Service Centres: These include the 

implement, and machinery.

v)  Miscellaneous Areas:
establishment of apiaries, feed processing 

vegetable and fruit retail outlets, bamboo 

Factors of Entrepreneurship
Several factors contribute to the success 

of an enterprise, including the entrepreneur's 

strategies. Market, methods, team, and company 

divided into two groups which are “push” and 
“pull” factors. Under the category of “push” factors, 

factors that drive one to become an entrepreneur in 

income and livelihood. “Pull” factors are associated 
with independence, dream, desire for wealth and 

agribusiness is associated to their need to be more 

economic development, culture, technological 

an impact on the emergence of entrepreneurship 

environment has the most immediate and direct 

are capital, labour, raw materials, market and 
infrastructure. Social factors that can play an 
important role in encouraging entrepreneurship are 

Core Competencies and Skills
An entrepreneur is someone who assumes the 

creates the plan, gathers the resources, and executes 

these may frequently be acquired through training, 

of an agri-entrepreneur are combined to form their 

control are the three key facets of farm management 
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interpersonal skills, networking, and a willingness to 

as follows.

Need for Achievement: Entrepreneurs have a 
strong drive to succeed in their business and in life. 

target; instead, they are always striving to surpass it.

 Entrepreneurs have dreams, 
and they envision the means by which they will be 
realised. In doing so, they create a future for their 
business enterprises based on market demands, the 
socio-economic environment, and the technology 
environment.

 Whether it is in terms 

dynamics, an entrepreneur is fully knowledgeable 
about all the technical aspects of his/her enterprise. 
Entrepreneurs are curious about how things operate. 

the unforeseen.

 Entrepreneurs don't always 

the current company. They build new things and 

issues.

Independency: An entrepreneur frequently 

to their desire for control and the freedom to make 
decisions. Entrepreneurs require independency in 
their job and decision-making. They create their 

to general guidelines.

Risk Bearing Ability: Entrepreneurship is 
inextricably linked to risk. Entrepreneurs who take 

outperform those who take excessive or no risks at all 
in terms of returns on their assets. The entrepreneur 
accepts future uncertainty while reducing risk by 

Leadership Ability: Entrepreneurs exemplify 

skills, are good decision-makers, good planners, 

carry out plans and are goal-oriented.

 In order to make 
money and gain customers' trust for their goods 
and services, entrepreneurs need to get along well 
with their customers. To manage their business 

their employees.

Diligent: Entrepreneurs are very hard-working 

as workaholics. For them, working is worship. They 

 Entrepreneurs have faith in 

Flexibility: Entrepreneurs need to be adaptable 

of form of enterprise, manpower recruitment and 

To be successful as an agri-entrepreneur, a 
farmer must be able to blend their managerial, 

Entrepreneurial and technical competencies must 
be supported with managerial competencies 
in diagnosis, planning, organising, leading, and 

in each of the core areas of farm business. The 
important skills required for being agri-entrepreneur 
are business planning/management skills, leadership 

planning skills. 
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Global Forum for Rural Advisory Services 

entrepreneur as given below.
To conduct business planning, an agri-

entrepreneur requires the following skills:
• 

• 
customers’ requirements and preferences

• 

• 
causes

• 
to a given problem

• 
• 

execute jobs

• 

agri-entrepreneur requires are:
• 

• Planning on a short- and long-term basis for 
what and how to produce

• 
processes, such as sowing based on seasons, 

• Arranging the resources and raw materials 

• 
processes

• 
machinery

• 

packaging of produce and sale of agricultural 
produce

• 

• 

of an agri-entrepreneur who needs to have several 

order to compile regular sales reports.

An agri-entrepreneur would also require 

skills to keeping points clearly and understandably, 

of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise 

Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises; Indian 

Skill Development Fund under Ministry of Skill 
Development and Entrepreneurship have been 
engaged in training, consultancy, research, etc. 
in order to promote entrepreneurship and skill 
development. NABARD has been partner of 

Government of India under revamped Rashtriya Krishi 
Vikas Yojana has launched a new Scheme named 

to promote agri-entrepreneurship and agribusiness 
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Region intends to promote agri-business ventures 
in the North-East Region and assist in establishing 

supplementary sources of input supply and services.

Way Forward

agri-entrepreneurs with skills in management of 

great deal. Agri-entrepreneurs must use a variety of 

skills. They may aim to diversify their sources 
of income to make them more successful and 
sustainable by capturing value along the value chain 

economy and market, new technologies are required. 
Not only should farmer entrepreneurs be consumers 

meet the demands of increasing complexity, agri-

managerial skills. Extension and agro-advisories need 
to promote group entrepreneurship by organising 
group of entrepreneurs and establishing linkages 
along the value chain.
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Manjula Wadhwa

The agriculture sector has a large potential to add to the national income while simultaneously ensuring direct employment 
and income to the numerically larger and susceptible sections of  the society. In fact, Agripreneurship is not only a prospect 

Economic Development 

and economic development such as employment 

of the diet of the country’s rural and urban poor. 

At the outset, let us gather the conceptual 

as well as establishment of new ventures in 

A
agriculture and allied sectors. Expressing it in a 
structured way, we can say, Agripreneurship is 
sustainable, community oriented, directly marketed 
agriculture.

95, it is expected that rural areas will grow at par 
with urban areas. Performance of agriculture during 

years and for improving performance of agriculture 
much needs to be done even today. During the last 
decade, agriculture used to be treated as just an 
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farming and emerging technologies in agriculture 
have necessitated redesigning of agricultural 

cope up with delaying monsoons, drought, crop 

results and a well-trained agripreneur may become a 
role model to all such disheartened farmers. In fact, 
developing entrepreneurs in agriculture can solve 

The recent data shows, the share of the 
agriculture and allied sector in our total Gross Value 
Added has improved to 20.2 percent in 2020-21 and 
18.8 percent in 2021-221. As per Economic Survey 
2021-22, agriculture and the allied sector proved 
to be the most resilient to the COVID-19 shock as it 
registered a growth of 3.6 per cent in 2020-21 which 
further improved to 3.9 per cent in 2021-22. In 
terms of the real value added, the Indian agriculture 

2. This implies that 
agriculture is likely to remain a priority, both for 
policymakers as well as businesses in the foreseeable 
future and any move to ramp up the sector calls for a 

In recent years, there has been a considerable 

food processing units, Agro service centres etc. 

areas may prove to be encouraging to establish 

processing units, seed processing units, mushroom 

goat rearing, organic vegetable and fruits retail 

Thus, Agripreneurship is not only an opportunity 

management of agri elements such as soil, seed, 
water and market needs. An individual with risk 
bearing capacity and a quest for latest knowledge in 
agriculture sector can prove to be a right agripreneur.

Nowadays, easy access to technology, 

government rules, awareness and training 

areas of entrepreneurship in agriculture are:- 1. 
Agro-Produce processing units—these units do 
not manufacture any new product, they merely 
process the agriculture produce; for example, rice 

Produce manufacturing units—these units produce 

produce as the main raw material such as sugar 
factories, bakery, straw board units, etc. 3. Agro-
Inputs manufacturing units—these units produce 

implement units etc. 4. Agro service centres—
these include the workshops and service centre for 
repairing and servicing the agricultural implements 
used in agriculture. 5. Miscellaneous areas.

If we look at the recent trends in Agricultural 

farming is becoming more common these days. 
Commercial and Regional Rural banks have a 
tremendous amount of experience in funding 
agribusiness projects. Public and private/corporate 

and improve consumer access. Bilateral, regional, 
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and trade agreements have paved the way for 

especially in the form of FDI. Furthermore, since 

post-harvest processing and agricultural retailing. 
Contract farming, producer alliances and mega 
markets are examples of structural developments 

based in Mumbai, established in 2005 which is 

exporters, importers, buyers, and other commodity 
stakeholders. The e-Seva Kendra of the Grameen 

services such as market access, price for agricultural 

demands. 

Similarly, the Agricultural and Processed 
Food Products Export Development Authority 

of Commerce, serves as a link between Indian 

assistance through a variety of programmes aimed 

The Indian Tobacco Company’s e-choupals also 

Now, it would be worthwhile to discuss the 

is in place to use the services of Agripreneurs with 

a view to provide value added extension services to 
farmers through a Public-Private partnership model. 
The Central Government provides grants to states to 

Boards oversees these programmes. Farmers Market 
is a unique move by some state governments known 

agribusiness entrepreneurship training to improve 
business skills provided by Krishi Vigyan Kendras 

indirectly make money. Furthermore, it performs the 

Agriclinic and Agribusiness Centre scheme, 

the large pool of agri-graduates. The concessional 
loan, subsidy and now the start-up training is also 
provided to graduates in agriculture and allied 
subjects, with a view to make them agripreneurs. 
Ceiling of project cost for subsidy has been enhanced 
to Rs. 20 lakhs3 for an individual project and Rs. 100 
lakhs for group projects. Depending upon the type 
of venture and with a moratorium upto 2 years, 
the loans are repayable within a period of 5-10 
years. Delivery of extension services is the main 
component of ACABC projects for availing subsidy. 
A composite, back-ended subsidy under the scheme 
is 44 percent of project cost for women/SC/ST and 
candidates from hilly and NE regions and 36 percent 
for all others. 

Dairy Entrepreneurship Development Scheme 

on commercial scale, generate self-employment and 
provide infrastructure, especially in the unorganised 
dairy sector. Back-ended subsidy of 25 percent 
of outlay for general category and 33.33 percent 
for SC, ST farmers is adjusted against the last few 
instalments of repayment of bank loan.

commenced from 2014-15 is designed to cover all 
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systems and capacity building of stakeholders. 
NABARD is the subsidy channelising agency under 
EDEG component. 

Coming to the challenges, we observe, just like 
other pastures, this arena is also not as green as it 
should be on account of the following stumbling 
blocks. The basic problem is the low literacy level of 
rural folks which acts as root cause for majority of 

in the agricultural sector is a major challenge due 

of the land, poor quality seeds and inputs, people 

can only be successful if the farmers keep doing 

Even today, the poor and small/marginal farmers 
are unable to access the modern infrastructure 

have much less threat bearing capability because 
of loss of economic sources and outside support. 

going on, the development of technologies is very 

and European countries. Further, the farmers don’t 

up and management of such business models. 

Major issues that the entrepreneurs confront, 

agripreneurship. 

To meet the above challenges, a number of 

etc. In order to make the rural entrepreneurs to 

may be adopted. 

must create unique cells for providing easy 

2.  The rural entrepreneurs need to be provided 

procedures should be minimised.

3.  Proper supply of scarce raw materials should be 
made on a priority basis. A subsidy could also 

the hour-presently the economically weaker 

arrange such training programmes to provide 

5.  Proper encouragement and assistance should 

government ensure that farmers take an interest 
in becoming agricultural entrepreneurs voluntarily.

last eight years. Truly, it is no small feat that amidst 
the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, India has 
easily supplied food grains to many countries. Even 
during the Russia-Ukraine crisis, India has emerged 
as a major supplier of food grains to the countries in 
need. The Agriculture Ministry budget this year has 
given special emphasis on agriculture start-ups and 
agri-entrepreneurship. Through its farmer friendly 
schemes, the Government of India will be capable 
of taking our agriculture sector to new heights in the 
future.

Equally important is to understand the 

levels of the value chain focus on working together to 

stakeholders in the value chain the opportunity to 
work with enterprises that could help them increase 
their reach and acquire a more diverse clientele. 
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footprint which is necessary these days. Enterprises 
of any kind, without at least a basic digital presence, 
will not be able to turn to agripreneurship and 

agripreneurship and so it cannot fall behind. Value 

an important stakeholder in the global agricultural 
market!

To deduce, Agricultural entrepreneurship is 

entrepreneurship, but also has its unique features 

that there is a great scope for entrepreneurship in 

elements. The agriculture sector has a large 

simultaneously ensuring direct employment and 

is not only a prospect but also a prerequisite 

agriculture. Changing the way a local farmer thinks 

it focuses on understanding the role of the farmer 

business idea behind the value chain.

In agripreneurship, the most important thing 
that stakeholders need to remember is that the 
business needs to now have a much more enhanced 

in every form. The enterprise, which in this case, is 

value capture. That means that the enterprise needs 
to maintain the percentage of the value they provide 

all, is all about high quality and value. Hence, Let us 
all strive together to realise the vision of our current 
Prime Minister:-

“Scale of India's development needs is huge. 
Need to achieve it is urgent. We cannot simply 
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Bhuwan Bhaskar

Agritech start-ups work with technology at the core of  their work philosophy. But the uniqueness lies in the innovative ways 
that they have followed to link the technological advancement to farmers. Most of  the agritech start-ups have based their 

tools in a way they never were earlier. To take more and more farmers in their folds, these start-ups are leading multiple 
innovations which bring technology at doorsteps of  the farmers at cheaper and affordable rates. This way these agritech 
start-ups are transforming the agripreneurship.

 Agri Start-ups: Transforming Agripreneurship

usinesses have never been considered 
friendly with agriculture in the Indian 

folklores. We have been listening to 
stories and watching movies since our childhood 

helping them in their agriculture. This psyche runs 

a-vis agriculture and farmers. So, when the success 
of agripreneurship in India is measured against 

may come as surprise for many. It has developed 

was launched in 1965, huge amounts of inputs like 

B
the farmers and corporates sensed a big business 
opportunity in Indian agriculture. In later phases, 

producing all sorts of inputs as well as agri machines 
ventured into the sector.

Agripreneurship is not a new thing for India. But 
when we think of the expansion of entrepreneurship 
in agriculture in terms of reach and impact, a 
renewed interest of young entrepreneurs can 

of technology in agriculture by the Government of 
India, the sector witnessed a sudden surge of small 
agri enterprises. Number of agritech start-ups which 
were 43 in 2013, swelled to 1,300 by April 2022. 
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nature of business when compared to the mammoth 

don’t only provide goods and services to the farmers 
but also create a bonding with them. This is the 
new business model that the agri start-ups have 
introduced. Extension services are part and parcel of 
their business strategy. They not only sell their goods 
and services to farmers but create value for them by 
making the farmers partners in their business.

which already has penetrated through villages, is 

was 35.4 percent as against 66 percent in China 

smartphone users in India to increase by 30 percent 
to reach 1 billion by 2026 from 750 million in 2021. 
Moreover, the internet users are also on rise in rural 
India. The growth of internet usage in India is being 
driven by rural India as the number of internet users 
has grown to 351 million in 2021, compared with 
341 million in urban India, states a report by the 

Kantar, based on ICUBE 2021. This speaks about 

businesses in rural India.

The other side of the story includes increasing 
income levels of Indians, expanding middle class 
base, changing food habits and increasing focus on 
health and wellness which has created a large scale 
demand of quality agri products and promises a 
premium pricing for such products. As the agrarian 
community has started understanding the power 

the crop, this has created a huge gap in demand and 
supply of technology and modern tools in rural India. 

a rush of both talent and funds in agri businesses. 
In this context, the Indian agricultural landscape 

entrepreneurship. Let’s understand this part of the 
story through some data crunching. 

According to a study by India Brand Equity 

for agritech start-ups started in 2019 and India 
has received a total funding of USD 1.6 billion in 

at USD 245.2 million in 2019 which increased at a 
whopping 90 percent CAGR to USD 889 million as 
of 2021. Around USD 305 million out of the USD 1.6 
billion funding was directed towards market linkage 

marketplace for agri inputs. The external funding has 

889 million in the period of 2014 to 2021. In a report, 
EY predicts Indian agritech market to grow at around 
USD 24 billion by 2025 whereas Bain & Company 
projects it to be around USD 30-35 billion by the 

world sees in this sector. 

The agri start-ups have basically emerged into 

1.  Market linkage and supply chain

2.  Farm Inputs

3.  Precision agriculture and farm management

5.  Financial Services. 

Agritech start-ups work with technology at the 
core of their work philosophy. But the uniqueness 

link the technological advancement to farmers. Most 
of the agritech start-ups have based their business 
models around state-of-the-art technologies like, 

Through them, the farmers are being introduced 

the tools in a way they never were earlier. To take 
more and more farmers in their folds, these start-

technology at doorsteps of the farmers at cheaper 

ups are transforming the agripreneurship. Let’s 

is taking place and changing the face of Indian 
agriculture.
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Bringing Technology to the Fields

for hundreds of years. But the truth is that most 
of the farmers get it wrong. They seldom have any 

what reason and how much, which seed to be used 
for exactly what kind of soil and water availability, 
etc. Till some years ago, farmers had nowhere to 

The corporates manufacturing and selling these 

and sales network. But this started changing with 

such companies are helping thousands of farmers 

these inputs by geo-tagging and satellite-mapping of 

livestock technology, modern greenhouse 

blockchain and drone farming are some of the 
prominent technologies that are transforming 
today’s agriculture. These technologies are very 

agritech start-ups are taking it to the farmers’ 

technologies and their impacts:

 India is a country of small 
and marginal farmers. Around 86 percent of the 
total farmers have either 5 acres of land or less. 
This comes as a major challenge when increase in 
farmers’ income is targeted for the reason that 

a farmer can normally earn Rs. 15,000-20,000 per 
acre per crop season. So, his total income for the 
year doesn’t get above Rs. 1 lakh from 2.5-3 acres 
of land in normal circumstances, if we take two crop 
seasons into account. And if it is doubled, even then 

the household income can reach only Rs. 2 lakh 
per annum which translates to around Rs. 16,000 

this problem as this technology facilitates farmers to 

95 percent. This could prove crucial in a country like 
India, where 84 percent of its total available water 

Hydroponics, aquaponics and aeroponics are 
also part of this technology where the necessary 
nutrients are supplied directly from water or air. 

technologies is that they may help people grow 
vegetables in the balconies or on their terrace. Also, 
people may grow live greeneries in their drawing 

in urban areas, and the number is expected to 

farming.

Triton Foodworks, 365Dfarms are some start-ups 

with 95 percent less water, Triton Foodworks owns 
and operates a staggering 1,50,000 square feet of 

types, including strawberries, tomatoes, coriander, 
broccoli, microgreens, cherry tomatoes, leafy 
greens, bell peppers, cucumbers, and oregano. UGF 
Farms specialises in micro farming and produces 

microgreens.
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AI Farming and Precision Farming: Although 

same. To use the resources including land, water, 

soil. Cropin, Fasal, Intello Labs, Dwara E-Registry, 
SatSure, AgNext, ReshaMandi and DeHaat are 
some notable start-ups that are making their 
mark in AI based and precision farming. Cropin’s 

and satellite-based meteorological data, drones, 

the basis of on-farm sensors and machine learning 
algorithms. Intello Labs and DeHaat also use various 
AI technologies to help farmers beat the challenges 
of agriculture.

 The major 
problems of Indian agriculture today include 
lack of awareness among farmers about using 

across India where farmers died while spreading 

not even registered as problems created by their 

too as use of surplus inputs directly go to soil 
and ground water to contaminate them. Using 

agriculture start-ups who are changing the way 

has taken a huge leap in terms of technology and 

to save themselves from distress sale, they need 

and warehouse rents. That is where the farmers 
get trapped in the vicious loan cycles by local 
moneylenders because regulated banking system 

says that only 41 percent of the small and marginal 
farmers are covered by public and private banks. 

ups. These companies are providing value chain 

market linkages and also crop insurance. Moreover 
these companies don’t turn their back on farmers 

farming aspects.

Organic Farming

started unravelling. But growth of organic farming 

Lakhs of individual farmers are already following 

structured industrial mechanism must be developed 

farmers across the country. Agri start-ups are playing 

Growing Greens, Herbivore Farms, Homecrop, 

working to popularise organic farming with their 

Livestock Farming Technology

Livestock management includes dairy, poultry, 
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sectors which are not agri, in strict sense, but are 
agri based and normally farmers only do these 

level. They have gathered huge importance in recent 

the development of these sectors. In fact, according 

“Livestock Sector in our country has been growing 

annual growth rate of 6.28 percent, 7.82 percent 

2019-20.” This super growth rate is in stark contrast 
with that of agriculture which had been hovering 
around 1-3 percent during the stated period. 

There are scores of start-ups who help farmers 

Bhairaj Organics Pvt. Ltd., Country Delight, Stellapps, 
Milk Mantra, Milkbasket, Puresh Daily, Whyte Farms 
etc. are some of the top start-ups, while Statlogic, 
Marsco, HealVenture Biosciences LLP, PakshiMitra, 

are among some top start-ups who are providing 

valuable products. 

There could be no debate about the 

to agriculture. But the remarkable thing is that this 

indulging the farmers as partners and not just a tool 
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Irtif Lone

The need to increase the agricultural production has become immense as the population is rising at a fast pace globally. 

developing and a great future can be seen ahead, if  the utilisation of  this technology and many related technologies is put to 
use. The use of  pesticides and fertilisers can also decrease with the help of  this technology. Therefore, the need to strengthen 
the technology and make it affordable for the farmers, even with small land holdings will be a game changer and ultimately 
lead to sustainability. 

in the range of 50 percent contrasted with 2013. 

Agriculture, though a gradual process, has been 

T agriculture, surplus food was produced and stored 

However, the progress and use of technology 
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even then, agriculture remains one of the world's 
most pressing problems today. The increase in 

food. It is believed that 70 percent more food 
would need to be produced to meet the demands. 

sustainably raise agricultural output, strengthen the 

waste, and feed everyone hungry or malnourished 
has to be on the top of the priority list. To make our 
food and agricultural systems more sustainable, 

agriculture techniques and food systems to be 

immensely important.

taking place in countries where the food scarcity is 
already an issue. Shipping of surplus food cannot be 

use of this technology in countries across the globe 

These technological advances in agriculture enable 
countries to generate higher quality food and 

both chemicals and trade.

to be the bedrock of the economy. It also accounts 

percent of its exports. India has the second-largest 
arable land base and gross irrigated area. Major 

oilseeds, jute, tea, sugarcane, milk, and potatoes. 

several million small farming households, rely on 
agriculture as a primary income source and land 
remains the key asset for livelihood stability.

important role in the economies of emerging 

the agriculture sector would be reasonable and 

sector contributes 18 percent of the gross 

labour force. Development in the agricultural 

In a recent discussion paper, NITI Aayog sees AI 

In agriculture, AI machines are able to give farmers 

like when to sow, where to apply herbicide, and 

Agriculture is a high-priority sector of the 
Indian economy, as 58 percent of the country's 
families are dependent on it in some way, either 
directly or indirectly, for their means of subsistence. 
The industry as a whole is facing a great deal of 

of digital technology can help address some of the 
issues, the successes that have been achieved in 
this domain have been localised and have not been 
scaled up to an appropriate degree.

and computer vision, has been integrated into the 
business models of many agri-tech companies. 

reduce the cost of serving smallholder farmers 
across the agriculture ecosystem, improve the 

overcome market asymmetries that prevent 
farmers from accessing regional and global value 
chains. In recent years, improvements in big-data 

satellite imagery, remote sensors, and other related 
technologies, have made it possible for agri-tech 
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companies to use AI technologies in their products 
on a commercial scale.

declining manual labour, limited useable agronomic 
land, and a wider gap between total food 

throughout the globe have spent years developing 

most plausible answers to those challenges. This 
is because AI corresponds to the current social 

usable agronomic land, and a greater gap between 

of AI are presented with the Turing Test serving 

part in are displayed. These are soil management 

and storage technology that has extensive use 
in agriculture is introduced. This analysis also 

uneven because of certain geographical, social, 

made over the past few years to transfer AI-based 
machines and algorithms from control experiments 
to real agricultural environment requires much 
more studies and research, as well as the ability 
to handle large sets of data and to interpret them; 
third, there are concerns over the security of 
devices used to collect the data and the privacy of 
the data collected.

help of AI, farmers will be able to get more done 

Technological developments in areas such as 

Things are now the primary impetuses behind the 

all industries. Therefore, it is recommended to 

for businesses and entrepreneurs through the 

Today, India is ranked second globally for the 
number of registered “agritech” start-ups. As per 

Forum, “India has 3,116 registered start-ups in food 
and agriculture, and there has been 25-30 percent 
growth in this number year-on-year. Since 2014, 
USD 500 million has been invested in this area and 
rapid uptake in the last 12 months highlights the 
impact of emerging technologies in a post-COVID 
world.”

drying land, and the collapse of ecosystems are all 

The amounts of both organised and 

Evidence of this kind may be found in things like 
weather records, soil reports, new studies, rainfall, 

and so on.

data fusion uses both nearby and far away sensor 

sensing, which uses sensors located near the target 
area, remote sensing uses sensors located in the air 

to its depth of occurrence.

the right amount of nourishment to each plant.

Agri Tech Startups

DeHaat: Farmers in India may take use of 
the comprehensive suite of agricultural services 
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is a company that assists farmers with a few of 

start-up businesses that are growing at the most 

states of Bihar, UP, Odisha, and West Bengal, and 
the network is comprised of more than one million 

than 3,000 microentrepreneurs to provide last-mile 

More than 650,000 farmers in the states of 
Bihar, UP, Jharkhand, and Odisha are said to have 

See Tree: See Tree was launched in 2017 to 
provide farmers with vital data for managing and 

created AI systems that track the health of each 

trees. It evaluates the impact of various farming 

the number of fruits per tree and provides 

management to oversee each individual tree and 

advancements in aerial, ground, and boots-on-
the-ground data gathering make it possible to 

CropIn: CropIn is an India-based Agri-Tech 

that are future-ready for the whole agricultural 
industry. It provides agribusinesses with decision-
making tools that promote consistency, reliability, 

and data-managing the whole ecosystem by 

forecast trends, and create a business plan for the 
future.

lower expenses, and improved visibility for your 

while bolstering resources for the future through 

advising and alerts.

precision farming. Precision farming has become 

however a few decades ago saw the beginning 

crops that are resistant to pests and use less water 

agriculture.

achievement of the best possible results requires 

helps cut down on waste and also save money on 
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The use of technology is however not limited 
to the agriculture only but has spread its wings to 

important strategies ever developed for enhancing 

advantage of AI is that it makes it possible to take 

a single dairy sire to provide enough sperm for over 

which in turn lowers the likelihood that a disease 
would spread.

One of the start-ups in this sector Stellapps 

is low, traceability is poor, and quality is not up 
to standards. They have created the SmartMoo 

with more than two billion litres of milk each 

receives data from sensors that are installed into 
milking machines, animal wearables, milk chilling 
equipment, and milk procurement peripherals.

While we can't help but feel excited about 

cost of purchasing costly technologies and other 

and sustainable.
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Rajiv Theodore

It is the beginning of  a new era in agriculture with the meteoric rise of  Agricultural Entrepreneurship or Agripreneurship 
promising to pump adrenalin into farming and usher in prosperity. Agripreneurship is considered as a one-stop solution for 
many economic problems like poverty, urbanisation, unemployment and economic development. Agriculture with its diversity 

is proper utilisation of  the existing resources. Women farmers need to be made aware, motivated, and trained about these 
diverse agripreneurial opportunities to adopt them as their alternate livelihood options.

 Agripreneurship and Farm Prosperity 

i
agriculture sector. Once seen as a low-
tech industry with limited dynamics, the 

food security, sustainability, and so on. These 

biases amidst a laid back fervour. It is the beginning 
of a new era in agriculture with the meteoric rise of 

W
Agricultural Entrepreneurship or Agripreneurship 
promising to pump adrenalin into farming and usher 
in prosperity. 

Agripreneurship plays various roles in the 

Entrepreneurship development increases the 

rural as well as urban areas. Most importantly, 

agripreneurship is not only an opportunity but 
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Indian farmers' income wouldn't be possible without 

industrial complex. Entrepreneurs solving issues 

agri player globally. 

Scope of Agripreneurship 

liberalised government rules, awareness and training 
programmes on agri and allied sectors and a growing 

are looking for independent and self-employment 

choices for such entrepreneurs that include: dairying, 

up of Agro Produce Processing Units or mills that 
process agriculture produces like rice and pulses; 
Agro Produce Manufacturing Units that produce 
products based on agricultural produce from raw 
materials or byproducts of sugar factories, bakery, 
straw board units etc; Agro-Inputs Manufacturing 

like agricultural implements; Agro Service Centres 

repairing and serving the agricultural implement 
used in agriculture; establishing of Agri-Enterprises 
like apiaries, feed processing units, seed processing 

vermi compost units, goat rearing farms, organic 

Rise of Agri-startups

breed of entrepreneurs who are changing the 
complexion of entrepreneurship in India—the 
Agri-startups. India, with around 118.7 million 

farmers, which accounts for more than half of its 

source of income. However, the use of technology 
in the agricultural industry has been limited in 
India. As a result, the agriculture industry in India 
contributes merely 17-18 percent to its GDP. 
However, in the last couple of years, India has seen 
a rise in the number of agritech start-ups that are 
not only making technology more accessible but 
also helping farmers improve their lives. Some of 
the top agritech startups helping Indian farmers 
are: Ninjacart—solves the fresh agricultural 
produce supply chain problem for the farmers 
and the retailers; WayCool—uses technology to 
control end-to-end agriculture supply chain right 

manage their crops and boost their yield; DeHaat—

procurement and coldchain management through 

traders and wholesalers to discover new suppliers, 
maintain ledgers, make payments, and access 
working capital through its app to scale their 

and predicts crop yields to minimise risk and yield 

technologies like computer vision and deep learning 
to help farmers, retailers and exporters to assess 
the quality of their fruits and vegetables. Aibono—
uses soil sensors, IoT devices and imaging drones to 
collect farm data and transfers it onto their cloud 

farmers make smart agriculture decisions in order 
to increase their produce.

Some Success Stories of Agripreneurs

• Soibam S. Singh, a post graduate diploma 
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pisciculture. Soibam is also the Secretary of 
High Tech Integrated Fish Farming Society of 
Manipur. He has chosen conserving the rare 

• Vijay Bharath, founder of ‘Mobile Agricultural 

Jharkhand and Bihar to access, understand and 
adopt modern methods of agriculture and use 
inputs which will take them one rung above on 
the ladder of agro-economic development. All 
this is done by providing services to farmers at 
their doorsteps in their villages, thanks to the 

an agripreneur trained at the “Society for Rural 

year old Veterinary Doctor from Ahmedabad 

services; supply of AI accessories like tags, 
sheath, gloves and other farm products; advises 

• K.N. Sharma, an Agriculture Post Graduate 
engaged in contract farming of Gherkin crop 
that enables contract farmers access to 

a wide variety of plant saplings and selling 

consultancy on landscaping and gardening and 

Vijayawada city by R. Suresh Kumar in 2003 
provides technical support to farmers of 
Krishna, Guntur and West Godavari districts 

reasonable cost.

Women in Agripreneurship

Agriculture, which provides employment to 

whopping 70 percent as women farmers. These 
women farmers act as primary food producers, 

empower them women agripreneurship is a 

stable, independent, and socio-culturally more 

attracting them towards Micro, Small and Medium 

for them”, says Dr. P. Chandra Shekara, Director 

Agriculture & Farmers Welfare].

Agripreneurship is considered as a one stop 

development. Agriculture with its diversity is now 

Role of Agripreneurs and Prosperity of the 
Farmers
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of agriculture generates a wide range of economic 

products and services, development of rural areas 

agri management systems are unable to cope up 
with delaying monsoons, drought, crop debts, fake 

well-trained agripreneurs 
may become role models 
to all such disheartened 
farmers. Agripreneurship 
notable helps :

• in inducing 

smallholder farmers 

• in reducing food costs, 

and improving the diets 
of the rural and urban 
poor in the country. 

increasing and 
diversifying income, 
and providing 
e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l 

rural and urban areas.

In recent years, there 
has been a considerable 
emphasis on crop 

vegetables, ornamental 
crops, medicinal and 

processing, packaging and quality control measures 

the second highest fruits and vegetables producer 

is also the second highest producer of milk with a 
smaller cold storage and sixth largest producer 

world. Investments in cold chains requiring storing 
surplus of meat and poultry products throws huge 

Indian agriculture needs to propel its agribusiness 
through agripreneurship development.
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India needs agripreneurship to generate 

agricultural issues such as precision farming 

data-driven decision making and streamlining 

colossal crop wastages must be reduced through 
new entrepreneurial ventures that can improve the 

crops worth USD14 billion are wasted each year in 
India.

Indian agripreneurs could adopt some of 
the successful tech ventures in agriculture like 

bio-geophysical data for agricultural crop 

of Things. IoT-based smart farming is a system 
built for monitoring crop field with the help of 
sensors that provide data on temperature, soil 
moisture, light and humidity. Such measures 
will help in monitoring crop health, automating 

irrigation systems, etc., and applying analytics 
can improve farm productivity, minimise farm 
wastage and thereby increase farmers’ income. 
These technologies can also be used to map 
the cropping pattern, cropping intensity, 
drought assessment and better understand the 
agronomics of crops. 

Agripreneurship thus transforms agriculture 

that there is a tremendous scope for agripreneurship 

society—in this regard agripreneurship is not only an 
opportunity but also a necessity for improving the 

sector.
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Dr. Mahi Pal 

Since organic farming not only adequately addresses issues of  soil, ecology and human health but also gives impetus to 
sustainable agriculture, it received the attention of  the Government of  India. In view of  this, in 2005, Organic Farming Policy 
was introduced by the Government of  India. The Organic Farming Policy intends to promote technically sound, economically 
viable, environmentally non-degrading, and socially acceptable use of  natural resources for organic farming.

Organic Farming 

n spite of all odds, registering 3.6 percent 
growth rate of agriculture and allied 
sectors (crops, livestock, forestry and 

instance, the growth rate of agriculture and allied 

down to 3.6 per cent within four years in 2020-21. 
Higher growth in the agriculture and allied sector 

I
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Meaning and Concept of Organic Farming Box-1

•

•

•
•

•
organic input

•
disease control

•

•

•
organic agriculture

•
produce

•

•
•

•
•

•

•
various organic inputs and produce. 

Source: Organic Farming Policy, 2005, Ministry of Agriculture, 

integrated approach, and inorganic approach on 
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approach 

Integrated 
approach 

Inorganic 
approach percent inorganic nutrients and 

organic approach at 12 centres, 11 percent with 

approach are higher than inorganic approach in 

inorganic approach.

resilience.
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with a vision of covering 12 lakh 

and their lack of interest are the causes of such 
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Organic Farming

for this venture. 
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counters for organic produces.

Agriculture

A new logo of 

of plants in the logo 
depicts agriculture and 

Kurukshetra Logo

the growth in the sector 

gear portrays industrial 

We congratulate the 
winner for designing the 
logo. 
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Dr. Amiya Kumar Mohapatra
Dr. Nandeesh V Hiremath 

Women entrepreneurs, especially women agripreneurs, represent the fastest growing category of  entrepreneurship worldwide 
and India is no exception. By starting the business enterprises, women agripreneurs necessitated strong willpower, skills, 
risk-taking attitude and appetite for the hard work, with grit and determination to succeed. Since 2016, the “Startup India, 
Standup India” campaigns have gained considerable momentum. In addition, it has been enhancing their morale and 
enthusiasm to do something productive for their family, local community and in turn to the nation. 

Promoting Women Agripreneurship

Government of India on 16 January 2016, 

enterprises has been manifold. Bangalore 
is the only city from India with rank 15, among the 
Top-30 Global Start-up hubs as per a Global Survey 
by Compass.com. However, the number of women 

of their men counterparts, for variety of reasons. The 

that Indian women leaders occupy about 30 percent of 

India gets rank of 113 out of 135 countries in gender 

S
equality in overall workforce. And, according to Global 
Women Entrepreneurs Leader Report 2015 by ACG Inc., 
India has ranked 29 out of 31 countries. Similarly, World 
Bank’s India Development Report 2018 has revealed 

in workforce globally, with rank of 120 from among 
131 countries. Considering the above dimensions and 

for the integrated development of India.

Agripreneurship and Women Empowerment

Agripreneurship is a synthesis of agriculture/
allied sectors and entrepreneurship to generate 
commercially-viable products/services and high-value 
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businesses/processes. The agripreneurship comprises 

of the agri-business enterprises in agri-based and 
its allied sectors, which include entrepreneurial 

for growth with entrepreneurial acumen, much similar 
to entrepreneurs in any other sector.

The women entrepreneurs, especially women 
agripreneurs, represent the fastest growing category 
of entrepreneurship worldwide and India is no 

vital role in the integrated development of agriculture 
and allied sectors, while adding considerable value 

fuel to the robust growth of rural economy in India. 
That’s why it is rightly said by Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam that 

.

Like every other sector, the scope for women 
agripreneurship has been growing and is witnessing 
an upward growth trend. At present, the women in 
India contribute to about 14 percent of agri-business 

rd of 
the total agri/rural start-ups are being managed by 

especially in the last two decades. From many recent 

that women can start new agri-businesses which are 

or unique and niche markets, when compared to their 

found concomitant with the Goldman Sachs Report 

”. In other words, the women entrepreneurs and 

of rural areas in India.

Agripreneurship 

agripreneurs, especially because nearly 70 percent of 

their products to the target customers, etc. 

Women are expected to dominate the workforce-

upcoming few decades, and this trend is almost similar 

improve the India’s future by 2030. As per the recent 

established by Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 

women-owned business enterprises are expected to 
create about 150 to 170 million jobs by 2030 and it 
can be said that the economic outlook is projected to 

ecosystem of women entrepreneurs and women 
agripreneurs. 

Report 2021 that 

$
. Simply stated, women 

are the future of India’s progress, and development, 

leaders, while managing any business enterprises.

taken roots recently in the agro-spheres such as agro-
product processing, agri-based food packaging, export 
of fresh vegetables and fruits, organised retail-supply 
of agricultural semi-processed/processed products. 

techno-managerial guidance and trainings/workshops 
on agri-based and its allied aspects. These provisions 
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are progressively transforming the outlook of the 
agripreneurship industry, with special focus on women 

the ‘inclusive growth of women agripreneurs’ thereby 

variety of agri-enterprises.

Table 1: Areas /Scope for Women Agripreneurship

S. No.
Agriculture & 

/Sectors
Products/Output

1 Fruits and 
Vegetables

Pickles, Salad, Fruits Export, 
Canned Fruits, Sauce, Juice, 
Dry fruits, Nuts

2 Cereals and 
Pulses

Gram Flour, Corn Flour, Wheat 
Flour, Bajara Flour, Maida, Dal

3 Mushroom Fresh Mushroom, Retail 
Mushroom, Export Mushroom, 
Dried Mushroom, Medicines 

4 Dairy Products

5 Bee Keeping Honey, Wax, Medicine, Pollen, 

6 Floriculture

Plants

Women agripreneurship opens up various 

development. To achieve the same, Government 

to foster the agripreneurship in India. Some of the  

Agripreneurship: The novel scheme of 

Hyderabad with its ‘Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business 
Centers Scheme’ for the agri-graduates/agri-
diploma holders, has given considerable boost 

Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India. This 

and also empowering the transfer of technology in 
agri/agri-based enterprise ecosystem by building-
up the integrated supply of agri-inputs on one 

of agri-
based enterprise products/services on the other. 

 
number of these trained agripreneurs and women 
agripreneurs have been able to successfully 
establish and manage the agri-based technical/
consultancy extension services to farming 
community which was not the trend earlier. 

Incubators (ABIs): The Prime Minister of India 
Shri Narendra Modi has been emphasising upon 

in agri-based and allied agri-sectors to nurture 
the agri-business enterprises, so as to create 
employment in a large scale, for ensuring the 
social/economic equity and inclusive growth, 
achieving the self-reliance through agri-based 
start-ups and agripreneurs. For instance, ‘Organic 
Sikkim’ has been successfully making agri-farmers 
to earn about 20 percent higher income by 
taking away the middlemen and discovering of 
newer markets for their agri-products through 

managed by women agripreneurs for variety of 
agri-based products like pulses, rice, turmeric, 
ginger, mandarin oranges, cardamom, etc. and 
these stores have been set up with government’s 

c) Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY): It 
should be noted that through this scheme, 

and ICAR Research Institutions. These agri-
startup entrepreneurs, including women 
agripreneurs, have been given the structured 
training for 60-days through 29 Agri-Business 

contributing to the growth of agripreneurship 
in general and women agripreneurship in 
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address the unemployment issue in the local/

at the doorsteps of farm-women and women 
agripreneurs. 

d) NABARD Promoted Agri-Entrepreneurship 

districts across India has been managing a variety 
of agri-businesses and women agripreneurs 
enterprises, in partnership with many NGOs 

 The 

promoted and nurtured thousands of micro, small 
and medium women agripreneurs. At present, 
this MFI movement is the largest movement in 

of millions of women in the rural India, in variety 
of ways through ‘Diversity, Equity and Inclusion’ 

self-reliance, socio-economic empowerment and 

localised and regional development, as women 
agripreneurship is primarily rural-based. This is also 

the economic status of rural women and community 
as whole. This has been helping in infrastructure 

discord/evils and overall boost the socio-economic 

Ahmedabad and Accenture Pvt. Ltd, along with many 
other partners. Till Dec 2021, about 3,651 women 
enterprises have been nurtured across 14 states in 3 

Supply Enterprises, and of which over 65 percent of 
the women enterprises are group-based and about 35 
percent of women enterprises are individual-driven. 

It is worth to note that among the 3,651 various 
categories of women women-led enterprises, the food 
and agro-based enterprises are majority with 56.81 

the diversity of Indian agricultural ecosystem.

In short, the India is witnessing more of women 
agripreneurs from rural areas marching towards semi-

considerable boost to the growth and development 
of rural India by enabling them to make entry into 
the entrepreneurial world, and some of them have 

Issues and Challenges

Even though the women agripreneurs are using 

during their management and growth phases. 

Women agripreneurs face various challenges 

dual responsibility of home and enterprises, serious 
threats from established corporate players, lack of 
knowledge/market awareness, lack of knowledge in 

women do not get enough support from their family 

this, the fear of failure, low risk-taking capacity, also 
act as deterrent to their growth. The infrastructure 
challenges including storage, warehousing, electricity 
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As it is known, the dependency on money lenders leads 

forthcoming for managing their business enterprises.

Although, there are a spectrum of challenges, the 
women agripreneurs have been emerging fast with 

taking their products to the doorsteps of their 

mobile and social media campaigns, etc. Thanks to the 
State-level Start-up Policy promoted by all the States/
Union Territories, subsequent to the Startup India 
Policy started in 2016 by Government of India, which 

and MSMEs in agri-business domain.

Way Forward
With the faster-pace of the global growth across 

30+ industrial sectors, the women in business are 
advancing at a faster rate than earlier decades. It is 

changing/transforming Indian agri-ecosystem. This has 

start-ups by Government of India and start-up Policies 
by all the state governments, enhanced access to the 

and of course ease-of-access to fund/credit facility, 

grant-in-aid by various agencies like SSI Board, KVIC, 

a stronger boost to the growth of start-up culture 
and enabling entrepreneurial ecosystem, where the 

entrepreneurial ecosystem.

agripreneurs necessitated strong willpower, skills, 

the “Startup India, Standup India” campaigns have 

been enhancing their morale and enthusiasm to do 

so that they can nurture their families. Furthermore, 

not-so-useful society norms by empowering women 

of Management Studies and Commerce, Medi-Caps 



Kurukshetra       October  202250

About Azadi Quest

android and iOS devices in English and Hindi 
for the people. The unique game series, 

sector in the country. 

Game-based learning provides 

expanding the learning process beyond the 

impart the knowledge of India’s freedom 
struggle and the legends of country’s great 

players, a feeling of pride and a sense of duty 

and will be instrumental in removing the 
sense of colonial mindset as also emphasised 
upon by the Prime Minister in his 76th 

Independence day speech as 
.

tell the story of India’s freedom struggle, 

interwoven with fun game play. The games’ 
content is simple yet comprehensive, having 

Council of Historical Research.  

forth the story of Indian freedom struggle, ‘Azadi Quest’, a series of 
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