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Avinash Mishra
Madhubanti Dutta

ndia hI

The authors are Advisor (Tourism, Water Resources), NITI Aayog and Young Professional, NITI Aayog.

Potential of the Rural Crafts
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India is rich in history, culture, 
and natural beauty, and many 

villages are home to unique tourist 
attractions. Rural crafts can be a 

visiting India, which also provides 
opportunities for skill development 
and entrepreneurship. These crafts 
are a source of livelihood for many 

rural communities and have the 
potential to contribute  

 
economy. 

1. Raghurajpur (Odisha)

2. Tirupati (Andhra Pradesh)

3. Vadaj (Gujarat)

4. Naini (Uttar Pradesh)

5. Anegundi (Karnataka)

6. Mahabalipuram (Tamil Nadu)

7. Taj Ganj (Uttar Pradesh)

8. Amer (Rajasthan) 

The eight craft villages that have 
been selected under Linking 

Textile with Tourism initiative are 
as follows:
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Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat

The government is supporting rural artisans, enabling them to start their businesses 

the need for people to migrate to urban areas, in search of employment opportunities. 
The G20 can play a vital role in portraying Indian handicrafts in the global ecosystem, by 

protection, and cultural diplomacy. 
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The Hon'ble Prime Minister had addressed a 

 

Rural craft industries 
can provide employment 

opportunities to people in rural 
areas, which can help them, earn 

a livelihood without having to 
migrate to urban areas in search 
of work. This can help curb the 

migration of people from rural to 
urban areas.
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Hemanth MenonR

Craft forms have been present since the earliest human civilisations, and while the 
Indus Valley Civilisation is one of the earliest to provide evidence of their existence, 

history. From the earliest times, people have used their creativity and ingenuity to fashion 
tools, clothing, and decorative objects using materials such as stone, bone, wood, clay, 

importance, with skilled artisans producing objects for trade, religion, and other social 
purposes.

Rural Crafts through Ritualistic 
and Indigenous Traditions
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Tracing the Legacy

 

are produced in various shapes & sizes and 
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blue & brown colour on white background 
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The author is a freelance journalist. Email: ideainks2020@gmail.com

Betting Big on Bamboo

B S PurkyasthaR
The restructured National Bamboo Mission is helping build a complete value chain 
linking growers, marketers and consumers in order to realise the potential of the 
bamboo sector. 
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Green Gold: India’s Bamboo Wealth
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TABLE 1: Bamboo Product Development and Processing Units set up  

set up 

2

3

3

Total 416

Beyond the North-East
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States

Processing 
units for value 

Bamboo

Bamboo waste 
in primary 

processing units
processing units

Total

Andhra Pradesh

2 Bihar

3

Gujarat

6 Jharkhand 2

3 3

Madhya Pradesh

Maharashtra 3

Orissa 3 22 26

3 3

Assam

3 2

2

3 3 26

22 Sikkim

23 22

2

2

3

TOTAL 81 36 299 416
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Let us check out some of the unique products 

First and foremost is the 200-metre-long bamboo 

achieving #AatmanirbharBharat has been made with 

as the National Automotive Test Tracks [NATRAX] 

during the Fire Rating Test conducted at the Central 

This crash barrier offers a perfect alternative to 
steel and addresses environmental concerns since 
the recycling value of bamboo barriers is 50-70 per 

The bamboo species used in the making of this 

with creosote oil and coated with recycled High-

Chaurvedi designed eco-friendly headphones using 

Innovators have been building bicycle frames 

for riding in all terrains and can even outperform 

Bamboo is also increasingly being used to make 

along with natural breathability – making it perfect 

seeing niche brands coming up with bamboo-based 

manufacturing of these products at scale can give a 
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Irtif LoneT

History

th

th 

J&K: Changing Dynamics of 
Handicrafts Sector

In recent years, handicrafts have gone through a substantial transformation as a result 
of a number of causes, including globalisation, shifting preferences among consumers, 

for the industry, but they have also helped to reinvigorate the handicrafts industry and 
opened up new prospects for artists. Nonetheless, it is necessary to balance maintaining 
traditional handicrafts and welcoming new advancements in the sector to ensure the 
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Changing Dynamics

in J&K
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Kashmir Box

Kashmir Origin

Conclusion
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Dr. Suyash YadavT
Email id: yadav.suyash@gmail.com

Rural Crafts for Livelihood

Craft production can act as a big source of livelihood after agriculture. Arts and crafts 

Indian and international markets. Government interventions like National Handicraft 
Development Programme and Comprehensive Handicrafts Cluster Development 
Scheme and Livelihood initiatives of corporates are important, but, clubbing crafts 

to the artisans. 
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Geographical Indicators and Associated 

Jammu & Kashmir

Himachal Pradesh

Bihar

North-Eastern States

West Bengal

Odisha
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Jharkhand

Telangana

Andhra Pradesh

Tamil Nadu

Kerala

Karnataka

Gujarat

Rajasthan
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$

Challenges

• 

• 
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Conclusion

References
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Fostering Rural Crafts through 
One District One Product

One District One Product (ODOP) is a welcome initiative taken by Government of India to 
foster inclusive development by exploiting export potential of local economy. It is foreseen 

ensured by the public policy interventions, which are effective and sustainable. 

Dr. Amiya Kumar Mohapatra
Tamanna MohapatraT
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Carpet

Rugs and Durries

Wood Inlay
Wood (Turning & Lacquer 

Varanasi
Stone Cravings

Stone Inlay

Assam

Horn and Bone Work

Andhra Pradesh

Puppet
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1
Development

2

3 Skills and Training

4

Issues and Challenges

Way Forward
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Dr. Tapati Baruah KashyapA

Traditional Bell-metal  
industry of Assam

Bell-metal products manufactured in Sarthebari have a very wide range, covering as many 
as 108 items in all. Among them, however, certain popular items constitute the core of the 

varieties used as religious musical instruments). 



Kurukshetra       May  202344



45Kurukshetra       May  2023

Product Range
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Government Support

 

Heritage Tag
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Freedom Hero
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Rita Prem Hemrajani 
Madhulika TiwariT

Promotion and Development of 
Handloom and Handicraft Sector 

Textile and Jewellery are some of the prominent crafts of India. The handloom and handicraft 
sector is an unorganised and decentralised industry in rural areas of the country and 
being labor intensive, is next only to agriculture in terms of employment generation. 
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Gujarat Maharashtra
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